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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multinational nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Bosnia and Herzegovina

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Grass mowing competition custom in Kupres

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Običaj natjecanja u košenju trave na Kupresu 

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1), mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	Competition of Mowers in Kupres
Custom of Scythe Mowing in Kupres

Strljanica

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	The mowing competition custom in Kupres involves the residents of Kupres in various ways: men as mowers and competitors, women as rakers and domestic hosts, the viewers and the local community following the competition. Men take part in the competition from the age of 18, regardless of their ethnic or religious affiliation and regardless of their profession, although those involved in agriculture and cattle breeding take part most frequently. Today, most of the competitors have been gathered at the Kupres Mowers NGO. In addition to competition in mowing, the annual custom taking place in July also includes other traditional sports, horse races, cantonal cattle exhibition, handicraft fair, as well as various events such as performances by folklore groups, thus the custom includes almost the whole community of the area and its surroundings, together with family members from the country and abroad, friends and acquaintances as guests.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating, if possible, the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories. Submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The custom is held in Kupres area (Kupres municipality, Canton 10), at a particular meadow called Strljanica, which is also the local name for the custom. In addition to Strljanica, family and friends socialize in the very town of Kupres, at homes, while more recent activities happen at public spaces (the square, streets and public institutions). Although similar customs also exist in BiH and in the neighboring countries as presentations of mowing, Strljanica in Kupres has been formed in a much more complex way, as the most important event in which the whole community takes part and it determines it as no other social event from this area. In addition to the local population, the residents of the surrounding areas and the guests from the whole of BiH also participate. Recently people have also been coming from the neighboring countries and from abroad, thus approaching geographically far apart areas.

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multinational nominations, provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Ms
Family name:

Milićević Šečić
Given name:

Mirela
Institution/position:

Federal Ministry of Culture and Sport
Address:

Obala Maka Dizdara 2, Sarajevo, Bosia and Herezgovina
Telephone number:

+ 387 33 254 187
Email address:

mirela.secic@fmks.gov.ba


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multinational files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘other(s)’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) 

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community;
b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element;
c. any specific roles, including gender-related ones or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element; and

d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides the communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The custom of competing in manual mowing of grass using the scythe is the most important social event in Kupres area. Taking place in July, it encompasses competitions in other traditional sports (throwing stones from shoulders, rope pulling, etc.), the handicraft and agricultural products fair, the cattle fair along with horse races, dancing and singing of traditional songs, preparation of home-made foods and more recent social events (the international CIOFF® festival of folklore, concerts, seminars, exhibitions). The selection of the first three mowers, especially the best one who receives the title of chief mower, is the peak of the competition. The importance of the chief mower is based on his traditional role as a leader of mowers ensuring successful mowing of all fields to gather hay for the cattle as the basis of the area’s economy. The mowing skill is exceptionally appreciated because grass at this altitude requires a special technique and strength to mow as much grass as possible with as less effort and in as short time as possible. Judges are former winners. The competition is followed by the family and the majority of residents and guests. In spite of many historical changes, the competition has remained a foundation of the cultural identity of the whole Kupres area regardless of the participants' ethnicity, religion and profession. Besides local population, the custom also gathers the diaspora from abroad who come to visit the family, as well as guests and friends from various parts of BiH and the world.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles, including gender-related ones or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If so, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The bearers are all the residents of Kupres, but have different roles. Men may take part in the senior competition, because the hard work of mowing fields has been men's task. Young boys until they come of age take part in the competition of juniors established in 2014. The selection of the first three best mowers, and particularly the first one (chief mower), is an exceptional honor for them and they enjoy special treatment by the whole community over the next year. The sisters, daughters and wives help the competitors in the preparation for the competition (with folk costumes, tools). They bring water for the refreshment of mowers or for sharpening of the scythe and, if needed, they lift the mowed grass with rakes to be evaluated by the special five-member committee composed of former winners and reputable mowers who no longer compete. Some women can also mow, but by tradition they do not compete, rather they believe to have more important role of which they are proud - the preparation of food and home for the guests. Together with men, they take part in preparation of the space in Strljanica where products are sold at the fair and in other events (e.g. traditional song and dance concerts). In addition to handicraft products, men also prepare cattle for the fair. More recently, part of the community has been involved within the scope of their regular jobs (utility workers to improve access roads, police and firemen to secure the events, etc.).

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The knowledge and skills of manual grass mowing with scythes in Kupres are for the most part transmitted within the family, particularly from father to son. As the families in Kupres are linked to agriculture and cattle breeding, so even today, with the appearance of machinery, there is still need for use of the manual grass mowing at places difficult to access, so the skill is preserved in this way. In addition, mowers particularly prepare themselves for the competition during several months by exercising with the help of their fathers and grandfathers who transfer to them the style and skill of mowing as well as their experience, so that they would be as effective in mowing as possible (mow as much grass with as less remainders as possible, attain a balanced grass mow, use techniques for preservation of strength, follow the rhythm of other mowers, etc.). More recently, the mowing skill is also transmitted within the “Kupres Mowers” Association in order to allow young people or those who have no one in the family to learn from to participate in the competition. The situation is similar with other traditional skills and values linked to the competition - preparation of food, production of national costumes, making of scythes, preparation of cattle for competition, and other - so that they are transmitted besides in the family, also within the non-governmental organizations (Association of Women, folklore companies and their clubs) and other organizations (enterprises, etc.) which ensure preservation and protection.

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have for its community nowadays?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	By continuing the long-term tradition of gathering at Strljanica in early summer as the peak of the agricultural season, until to date the mowing competition custom has remained the most important social event in the area of Kupres. The association with the natural environment on which the economical activity of this area depended comes to full expression exactly in the competition of mowers who in the first week of July show to everyone their skills which they are exceptionally proud of. The observers cheer and support the competitors, particularly those who are part of their closer or broader family. Stories are told about the happenings in preparation and during the competition itself over the next several years, and some of the memories become local traditional stories (the style of mowing, successive wins, acquaintances among youth during the competition, etc.). Exchange of knowledge and local products at the fair accompanying the competition is also a relevant social aspect, as well as the gathering and celebration at Strljanica and in the families after the competition. The ability to involve all residents into the element, regardless of their social background additionally strengthens the coherence of the whole community in this area. The traditional roles of the participants and their place in the community gained through competition in skills, strength, beauty, tenacity through sports competitions, dances, songs, and in particularly the mowing skill, have been redefined continually by steady motivation of the bearers for further safeguarding and introduction of contemporary contents.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	There is no part of the element that is incompatible with human rights, quite the contrary - the element includes all the ethnic and religious groups and indidviduals in the area of Kupres and broader. The element presents a good example of mutual respect among the local people and respect towards the surrounding natural environment as the source of food, connectedness to it and the need for its sustainable management. The organization of the event is done with the utmost care of natural space where it takes place and with minimal interventions into the specially chosen meadow for the competition where it has always been held. The socializing takes place in the atmosphere of tolerance, leisure time and respect for different people coming from various places and areas of BiH as well as from abroad. All the ethnic affiliations of BiH participate in the custom regardless of their religious background, what strenhgtens not only the local community but also the broader society, showing how people can interact mutually and share certain cultural values even if some of their other cultural attitudes are not the same.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription would contribute to ensuring the visibility and awareness of the significance of intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue that respects cultural diversity.
(vi) How could the inscription of the element on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general (and not only of the inscribed element itself) and raise awareness of its importance?

(i.a) Please explain how this would be achieved at the local level.

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The inscription of the mowing competition custom in Kupres onto the UNESCO list would ensure further awareness raising among the local population of the values that the element carries for the overall life and development of their community and this area, and of other ICH elements on UNESCO lists that might provide new safeguarding ideas. Production and promotion of agricultural, handicraft and home-made products would be further encouraged. Motivation will be promoted for improved cooperation of various bearers who are still not enough involved in the event itself, so the tasks and contributions of some participants would be determined more clearly and their position strengthened. Such strengthening will also support the activities of those on whom the quality of the event itself depends, such as the forgers who make a special type of scythes without which it is hard to mow this type of grass.

	(i.b) Please explain how this would be achieved at the national level.
Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Encouraging of continuation of the competition will assist in providing an example to other communities in BiH of how cooperation of all governance levels (local and state levels) and all stakeholders (NGOs, enterprises) can accomplish long-term safeguarding of cultural heritage, thus enabling higher quality living for the residents of the geographically and culturally specific area. The importance of the inclusion of the bearers in planning is another aspect that might serve as a good example. There are a number of social events involving various topics in BiH’s valuable geographical areas with more poorly developed economy, so the inscription could be a stimulation to initiate similar projects in other places, particularly because persons from various, mostly rural, areas of BiH also come to the competition as guests. Also, the inscription could stimulate additional awareness about the elements in other parts of BiH which are still not adequately valorized.

	 (i.c) Please explain how this would be achieved at the international level.
Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The element shows how it is possible for people from different ethnic and religious affiliations as well as of various professions to jointly take part in an event such as the mowers’ competition and share common values that support respect for the nature surrounding them, according to the specific qualities of the historical and cultural environment and towards their community. The openness of the whole community for the introduction of contemporary contents and inclusion into planning of various new activities shows that intangible cultural heritage can be managed in a sustainable way, despite various threatening external effects. The successful implementation of the international CIOFF® festival and the Mowing Days through the involvement of the local community ensures attaching special attention to the custom as the most relevant event, contributes towards its further enrichment, while opening up possibilities of visits from the country and abroad and learning about each other’s cultures.

	(vii) How would dialogue among communities, groups and individuals be encouraged by the inscription of the element?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	In addition to the fact that persons from Kupres and places in BiH come to the competition, among which dialogue and cooperation will continue to be encouraged, recently also visitors from the neighboring countries have been coming to Kupres. As some of these countries have similar mowing events, there is a possibility of joint projects for preservation of cultural and natural heritage, as well as for sharing of experiences on similar practices and familiarising with different cultures, establishing a dialogue with the communities while implementing activities involving embroidery, traditional cuisine, handicraft products, cattle exhibitions, etc. Through appreciation of their neighbors regardless of their ethnicity, religion, social position and employment, the bearers of this element also continually show to the public in which way it is possible to attain co-habitation at the same territory and share certain segments of culture that has been present there for a long time.

	(viii) How would human creativity and respect for cultural diversity be promoted by the inscription of the element?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Indirectly involving various categories of ICH together with movable (old traditional items and collections, national costumes and tools) and natural heritage (a separate place for keeping of the competition with traditionally determined features – the moisture and height of grass, slant of the field, etc.), the mowers competition in Kupres presents particular skills of the local population in the formation of their culture. The mowers and local community are aware of other mowing competition events in the country and abroad and are open for exchange of knowledge and for cooperation. As they view their competition as the most important marker of their identity due to the long continuity, they also convey to others their feelings of respect for tradition and its safeguarding. This is why they can understand how important other elements are for the bearers in other places and countries and can encourage mutual respect among various people worldwide.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	As the element is one of the most important aspects in the building of the identity of the whole community, its viability has been ensured by transfer of skills, values and knowledge within the families as well as within the community through various activities: 

- Compilation of basic documentation (photos, videos, textual descriptions) within Mowers’ Association,

- Promotion aimed at getting involved in the contemporary living within the annual cultural event Days of Mowing, 

- international cooperation under the CIOFF® International Folklore Festival, since 2006 by the CIOFF® Section for BiH (USOFFTU in BiH); performers, experts and practitioners, have the opportunity to experience the custom and share their different cultural values; such concept of co-habitation of the traditional event and the folklore festival has been recognized and presented as an example of good practice in the CIOFF® contribution towards the implementation of the UNESCO 2003 Convention at the CIOFF® World Congress in 2015, 

- working meetings and seminars of local associations and bearers related to further planning of managing the element - cooperation of USOFFTU in BiH and the Institution “Hrvatski Dom”,

- the activities involving promotion of the local handicraft and traditional items (national costumes, agricultural tools, foods, etc.) – some 300 exhibits from the area of Kupres from the Ethnographic Museum of the Institution “Hrvatski Dom”, the joint annual exhibition of items from the guests and hosts, 

- preservation of traditional music and dances (including songs about mowing) through the work of the Croatian Cultural Society Napredak.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the States Parties concerned safeguarded the element? Specify any external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What past and current efforts has it made in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	State support has so far included, and includes even more recently through intensifying the activities on the preparation for inscription onto the UNESCO List, the following:

- support in the form of technical organization of the competition (preparation of the space at Strljanica, lease of stands, setting up of the stage, maintenance of the Culture Center, etc.);

- support in enrichment of contents and technical and material organizational costs (festival, exhibitions, smaller publications); 

- clear separation of festival contents from the traditional competition which is the central event;

In 2009, the Federal Ministry of Culture and Sports (FMKS) has awarded the European Heritage Days in BiH prize to the holders of heritage customs in Kupres in the form of the Charter for contribution to the preservation and rehabilitation of the cultural and historical intangible heritage in BiH.

The Kupres Municipality has been continually assisting under the state support, with financing and co-organization of the Mowing Days in Kupres, and has secured space for the work of the Kupres Mowers Association.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help ensure that the viability of the element is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	Involvement of the whole community into various types of programs (competitions, customs, cultural events, festivals, tourism and economic activities) will ensure the preservation of values that the bearers themselves consider to be important, and that under the joint agreement between the local community and other stakeholders (government authorities, agencies, enterprises, private entrepreneurs) various contents will be designed in the way that solutions can be found that will contribute to the community and would not directly affect the element to an extent that might pose a threat to its continuity or endanger it.

As many contents have already been shaped and there are no current negative effects on the traditional values, but it has proven to be positive in terms of enriching the customs and inclusion into contemporary living with the aim of long-term safeguarding, therefore the existing contents will be additionally improved in order that they influence the future of the element as little as possible, including the following:

Udruga "Kupreški kosci" (Association „Kupres Mowers”) shall: 

- Organize further competition as well as taking part in similar events in other places in BiH and abroad; 

- Initiate the seminar for mowing and maintenance of tools for young mowers; 

- Procure complete national costumes for youth; 

- Procure mowing tools; 

- On the premises to be provided by the Municipality, establish a museum dedicated to mowing and mowers with both intangible and tangible aspects; 

- In the existing mowing criteria, include the evaluation of the mowing style that bearers believe to be important; in various ways promote the custom by preventing negative effects of more recent activities;

- Design amusement events after the competition according to the community’s and bearers’ preferences (celebrations, concerts of traditional and pop music).

Udruga "Kupreški kosci" (Association „Kupres Mowers”) shall continue:

- Taking part in the competition itself and preparing the participants;

- Bringing and controlling compliance with the competition rules;

- Preparing mowers and rakers;

- Procuring rewards for winners;

- Preparing the terrain for the competition;

- Organizing the training and preparation of youth competitions that have been held since 2014;

- Maintaining of the website dedicated to mowers (www.kupreskikosci.com).

Hrvatsko kulturno društvo "Napredak" (Croatian Cultural Association “Napredak") shall:
- Continue preserving and conveying the traditional dances and songs through a number of clubs: music club, dancing groups, singing groups, tambouritza bands;

- Co-organize the events after the competition (amusement programs and celebrations) involving traditional and local music and entertainment.

Udruga žena "Kupreške" (Women’s Association “Kupreske”) shall:
- Initiate a seminar for producing of national costumes for youth;

- Conducting a course of traditional meal cooking;

- To whoever has no possibility to invite a woman or girl in a family or among relatives to help him in the competition, ensure a woman or a girl that would have a role of a raker;

- Prepare and take part in exhibitions.

Udruga "ATTIVO" ( “ATTIVO” Association) shall:
- Economic development – cattle breeding exhibition, exhibition of home-made traditional products.

Udruga Savjet organizatora festivala folklora i tradicijskih umjetnosti u Bosni i Hercegovini, Sekcija CIOFF® za BiH (Association of Council of Organizers of Folklore Festivals and Traditional Arts in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Section of CIOFF® for BiH) - USOFFTU in BiH shall:

- Promotion, informal education, acces to the custom with respect to the element and the bearers;

- International CIOFF® Festival – co-organization of performers, experts, and audience;

- Taking part in reports in international CIOFF® publications;

- Promoting this element as well as other intangible cultural heritage among youth through the CIOFF® Youth Movement;

- Promotion through media.

Javna ustanova za kulturu "Hrvatski dom" (Public Institution for Culture “Hrvatski Dom”) shall:
- Continue with co-organization of accompanying contents (international festival, visiting groups from abroad, etc.);

- Organization of exhibitions of items both from local and visiting groups from abroad;

- Promotion of the custom and accompanying events in the local and national media;

- Ensuring the publication of expert and scientific events.

Zemaljski muzej Bosne i Hercegovine (National Museum of BiH) shall:
- Continue scientific and expert research on the current and past conditions of the element in cooperation with the bearers.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	By awarding the separately allocated funding for specific segments, the Federal Ministry of Culture and Sports will support the implementation of the custom (e.g. publication, documentation, further research, workshops for the transmission of the mowing skill onto the youth, technical needs for the preparation of Strljanica).

In addition to the documentation and organization of activities related to the custom, Canton 10 will also take care of the economic and social aspects of the element (e.g. stimulation of traditional handicrafts, marketing of agricultural products, tourist presentation of Kupres, and the like), according to the scope of the Canton’s jurisdiction.

The Kupres Municipality will continue supporting those activities that Ministries and Cantons cannot support, for instance, organization of the competition (improvement of the Strljanica Field, setting up of the stage for concerts, support to the activities of NGOs – Associations “Kupres Mowers, “Kupreske”, etc.), as well as: 

-
cooperation with bearers on the organization and infrastructural improvement of the field and other objects;

-
negotiate future tourist contents with the bearers, as tourism has not been developed yet.

The Public Institution for Culture “Hrvatski Dom” will work on development of human resources and technical capacities for projects as defined in the section 3.b.i. of this nomination file.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures, including in terms of gender roles, and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The bearers and the local community will continue with preparations and implementation of the custom itself and the majority of other contents related to the element: exhibitions, seminars, courses, direct transfer. As the whole community takes part in the custom, including members of all age and gender, so it has become involved in the planning of future preservation measures, among other:

- several meetings with bearers and the local community have been held, where the current safeguarding measures have been defined, as well as the problems the community is currently facing in preserving of the custom, and jointly with the local authorities, cantonal representatives and representatives of the Federal Ministry of Culture and Sports, they agreed about the best ways to resolve the existing problems, 

- continue placing the biggest significance on the competition of mowers, and additionally arrange the accompanying contents so as not to compromise the importance of the competition as the central cultural event in this area

- further documenting in cooperation with the “Kupres Mowers” Association and awareness raising on the value of transmission of the mowing skill onto youth in the world of mechanization

- ensure direct transfer of skills and knowledge

- improve the existing aspects of the custom on the ground of traditional values and tradition itself (e.g. introduce evaluation of the mowing style including the rating of the technique)

- in addition to the “Kupres Mowers” Association, also include other NGOs and other stakeholders that gather the local residents.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies) and, if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Udruga "Kupreški kosci" (Association „Kupres Mowers") 
Name and title of the contact person:

Mr Matko Ćurković
Address:

Splitska bb, 80320 Kupres
Telephone number:

+ 387 63 370 071
Email address:

matko.curkovic@gmail.com


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have actively participated in all stages of the preparation of the nomination, including in terms of the role of gender. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of other parties concerned, including, where appropriate, local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and preparation of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The idea of starting the process of preparing the nomination file for the element of mowing competition in Kupres had been developing in the period from 2014 - 2016, when more activities on the local level took place (e.g. international scientific and expert events, entries of intangible heritage from other areas of BiH, and from the neighboring countries, etc.). The idea has been accepted by the local authorities, and in addition to initiating the beginning of preparation by compilation of documents and taking part in meetings and events, the bearers have also started close cooperation with the experts from the FMKS and from the relevant expert institutions and associations on the territory of BiH. Following initial meetings, it has been planned who of the bearers and other stakeholders (“Hrvatski Dom” Kupres, Kupres Municipality, “Kupres Mowers” Association, Women’s Association "Kupreske", Croatian Cultural Association Napredak, USOFFTU in BiH, and others) would prepare materials for the nomination. Along with compilation of photographs, video-recordings, bibliography, a large part has also been done on compilation of oral histories, and on the formation of the textual part of the nomination. The bearers themselves have taken part during all the stages of drafting the nomination and in all segments: by providing observations for the textual part, making corrections to the text of the nomination file, selecting the parts of the movie for which they believed must be screened because they are very important to them with regards to the custom itself, they took part in the preparation of additional proposals for future preservation measures within the nomination effort, and other activities. Also, during the mentioned activities the bearers decided to change the name of the element on the inventory into "Grass Mowing Competition Custom in Kupres" to align it with their own definitions and names for the custom, and chose the same name for the nomination. Following the agreement with the Municipality, Canton and the Ministry that the nomination would be made, even in writing the bearers confirmed that they agree and that they would wish to see the mowing competition in Kupres on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Heritage of Humanity, because they believe that this would corroborate the significance of this element.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as in the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	In coordination with the “Kupres Mowers” Association, as many letters of support have been compiled as was possible in the given moment. The bearers themselves expressed the wish about who will represent them and write support letters, which confirms that favor was given to the former winners of the competition (chief mowers) and those who contribute to the preservation of the tradition (e.g. forgers, NGOs, etc.). Through joint meetings at the local level as well as in cooperation with the Federal Ministry of Culture and Sports, even more bearers have been notified besides those who expressed their positions in letters, as well as the whole local community. There have been no expressions of objection, quite the contrary, everyone has supported the nomination. The process of gathering support involved two stages. First, discussions were held within the associations, meetings among various associations and bearers and individual preparatory interviews. Second, the bearers and other players mutually agreed about who would like to write the letters in order to represent the significance of the element in the best way. The bearers were very glad to write letters and expressed their own feelings and values, and they have clearly expressed the wish that their custom be inscribed onto the UNESCO Representative List to become as visible to others as possible, and that they could feel proud that their custom has been recognized in the world as a valuable heritage.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of specific knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that the inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words. 

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	Mowing is a skill closely related to traditional economy which has always been available to everyone, so all the residents of this area have been involved in it, shared their knowledge and taught each other the skills of mowing, forging of tools, etc. Additional contents that include the performances of folklore groups are also open for public and have no aspects that the bearers want to keep secret. The bearers have been deciding the whole time which aspects of this element they would show to public, and which ones they would keep within the community. For instance, some mowing techniques have been transferred within families but the bearers have been glad to describe them in public and believe that it is only through tedious and long exercise that these techniques can be mastered, and therefore they do not believe that those descriptions of techniques should be kept secret. Furthermore, the bearers believe that public should learn more about the specific qualities of this element in order to be able to appreciate their effort on the preservation of old knowledge and skills, as well as to establish friendships with other areas with similar traditions related to mowing and other elements of intangible heritage they have been sharing (foods, songs, dances). Based on the aforementioned, there are no aspects of the element to which one should approach with any special caution or keep them secret before the public.


	4.d.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity;

b. 
Name and title of the contact person;

c. 
Address;

d. 
Telephone number;

e. 
Email address;

f. 
Other relevant information.

	a. Udruga "Kupreški kosci" (Association „Kupres Mowers”)
b. Mr Matko Ćurković, president

c. Splitska bb, 80320 Kupres

d. + 387 63 370 071

e. matko.curkovic@gmail.com

a. Udruga žena "Kupreške" (Women’s Association “Kupreske”)
b. Ms Ivona Turalija, President of the Association

c. Zagrebačka 3, 80320 Kupres

d. + 387 63 768 632

e. kupreske@gmail.com

a. Javna ustanova za kulturu "Hrvatski dom" (Public Institution for Culture “Hrvatski Dom”) 

b. Ms Emilija Dumančić, Director of the Institution

c. M. Bobana 3, 80320 Kupres

d. + 387 63 473 783
e. hdk.kupres@tel.net.ba; ema.dumancic@gmail.com
a. Udruga Savjet organizatora festivala folklora i tradicijskih umjetnosti u Bosni i Hercegovini, Sekcija CIOFF® za BiH (Association of Council of Organizers of Folklore Festivals and Traditional Arts in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Section of CIOFF® for BiH - USOFFTU in BiH, Section of CIOFF® for BiH)
b. Ms Anka Raič, President of the Association

c.  Bijeli Brijeg 2A,  88000 Mostar

d. 387 63 319 332

e. raicanka@gmail.com
a. Hrvatsko kulturno društvo "Napredak" (Croatian Cultural Society "Napredak")
b. Ms Valentina Lozančić, coordinator

c. 03.Studenog 1994. bb, 80320 Kupres

d. +387 63 331 520

e. napredakkupres@gmail.com

a. Udruga ATTIVO ( ATTIVO Association)
b. Ms Tanja Ćurković, President of the Association

c. Put ljekovitog bilja bb, 80320 Kupres

d. + 387 63 954 730

e. attivoudruga@yahoo.com

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion R.5, States shall demonstrate that the element is identified and included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) in conformity with  Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. 

The inclusion of the nominated element in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to the nomination. Rather, the submitting State(s) Party(ies) may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but have already duly included the nominated element in an inventory-in-progress.

Provide the following information: 

(i) Name of the inventory(ies) in which the element is included:
The open preliminary list of intangible cultural heritage in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
(ii) Name of the office(s), agency(ies), organization(s) or body(ies) responsible for maintaining and updating that (those) inventory(ies), both in the original language and in translation when the original language is not English or French:

Federalno ministarstvo kulture i sporta

Federal Ministry of Culture and Sports
(iii) Reference number(s) and name(s) of the element in the relevant inventory(ies):

At the 7th place of the Preliminary Open List of Intangible/Immaterial Cultural Heritage in Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina under the name of: Grass Mowing Competition Custom in Kupres
(iv) Date of inclusion of the element in the inventory(ies) (this date should precede the submission of this nomination):

March of 2011
(v) Explain how the element was identified and defined, including how information was collected and processed ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11.b) for the purpose of inventorying, including reference to the role of the gender of the participants. Additional information may be provided to demonstrate the participation of research institutes and centres of expertise (max. 200 words).

As the organizers of folklore festivals in BiH, connoisseurs and promoters of cultural heritage, the representatives of the Association USOFFTU in BiH recognized the mowing competition custom in Kupres as a valuable ICH element. Therefore, as early as 2006, with the support of the members of their association in Kupres, they initiated the seminars and workshops aimed at awareness raising among the local community about the value of their custom, and established an international folklore festival aimed at international promotion and experience sharing among the local associations, international and domestic experts. Also, in cooperation with the local NGOs, the Association has sent an initiative for classification onto the List kept at the Federal Ministry of Culture and Sports. Expert support for the identification and definition of the custom in Kupres has been provided by the experts from the Ethnological Department of the National Museum in Sarajevo in March 2011, when establishing the List at the FMKS. These activities resulted in founding of the mowers’ association and involvement and active role of the relevant NGOs in Kupres that foster the heritage and provide support to the local mower community in preservation of the element.
(vi) Explain how the inventory(ies) is(are) regularly updated, including information on the periodicity and modality of updating. The updating process is understood not only as adding new elements but also as revising existing information on the evolving nature of the elements already included therein (Article 12.1 of the Convention) (max. 100 words).

The data updating of the List is conducted periodically in cooperation with the competent Cantonal Ministries and cultural institutions which are involved in ICH safeguarding at the local level and which continuously monitor the ICH element’s status. The entry of new elements on the List can be initiated by local communities or bearers themselves. Both the entry of new elements on the List and data updating of the already entered elements is done in cooperation with the bearers. The data updating primarily pertains to the listing of heritage bearers and other stakeholders, transfer methods and attitudes on preservation.
 (vii) Documentary evidence shall be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in one or more inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. Such evidence shall at least include the name of the element, its description, the name(s) of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned, their geographic location and the range of the element.   
a. If the inventory is available online, provide hyperlinks (URLs) to pages dedicated to the nominated element (max. four hyperlinks in total, to be indicated in the box below). Attach to the nomination print-outs (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) of relevant sections of the content of these links. The information should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
b. If the inventory is not available online, attach exact copies of texts (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) concerning the element included in the inventory. These texts should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
Indicate the materials provided and – if applicable – the relevant hyperlinks:

The copy of the text of the inscribed element into the "Preliminary Open List of Intangible/Immaterial Cultural Heritage of Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina" under the name "Competition of Mowers in Kupres" is attached to this nomination file and it includes: the name of the element, geographical location, description of the most important cultural and social aspects of the element, list of bearers and other participants, current approaches to its safeguarding and methods of transmission, documentation available etc. 

The copy of Decision on establishment of the Preliminary Open List of Immaterial Cultural Heritage of Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina from 2014.

The list of elements inscribed into The Preliminary Open List of intangible cultural heritage in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina is available at the official web pages of the Federal Ministry of Culture and Sport: 

https://www.fmks.gov.ba/preliminarna-otvorena-lista-nematerijalnog-kulturnog-naslijeda-bastine-federacije-bosne-i-hercegovine


	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for activities geared at ensuring the visibility of the element if it is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that the related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of the community concerned is other than English or French;
 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language, if different;
 FORMCHECKBOX 

ten recent photographs in high definition;
 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo);
 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from five to ten minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French;
 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video).

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, the principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	Džaja O. Miroslav, Sa kupreške visoravni, monografija rodnog kraja, (uz dodatak Naselja i migracije na Kupresu), Naklada župe Otinovci-Kupres, 1970 .g.

Marković Zorislava, Narodna nošnja na Kupresu, Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja u Sarajevu, Etnologija: Nova serija sv. IX, Istorija i etnografija,  1954. g.,  str. 95-110.

Milojević, Ž. Borivoje, Kupreško, Vukovsko, Ravno i Glamočko polje, Srpski etnografski zbornik; Naselja i poreklo stanovništva, knjiga 13; Beograd 1923. g.,  str. 1-155.

Popović, D. Cvetko, Stočarska kretanja u Bosni i Hercegovini: Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja u Sarajevu, Etnologija: Nova serija sv. XVIII, 1963. g., str. 105-119.

Popović, Jovo: Ljetni stanovi (staje) na planinama Vranici, Matorcu i Sćitu, GZM XLII sv. 1, Sarajevo, 1930. g. str. 145-183.

http://www.cioff.org/events-festival.cfm/en/972/Bosnia_and_Herzegovina-International_Folklore_Festival_Dani_kosidbe_%2C_Kupres

www.kupreskikosci.com

http://kupres-kultura.org/?p=3823

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should be signed by the official empowered to do so on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multinational nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Mr. Adil Osmanović
Title:
Minister of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina and President of the National Commission of BiH for UNESCO
Date:
16 September 2019 (revised version)
Signature:
<signed>
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