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Kingdom of Bahrain

IVIinistry of Culture

Administrative Décision No. (4) of 2018

Regarding thé identification and issuance of thé Bahraini Intangible Cultural Héritage
Lists

Chairman of Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities:

After reading Decree of Law No. (11) of 1995 regarding thé protection of antiquities,

And Decree No. (10) of 2015 regarding thé establishment of Bahrain Authority for Culture and
Antiquities,

And after reviewing thé agreement of thé United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) regarding thé protection of intangible cultural héritage which was
adopted in Paris on 17th of October 2003 and attested as per Decree No. (7) of 2014, as welt as
for thé purpose of issuing thé Bahraini Intangible Cultural Héritage Lists for thé protection and
préservation as shown in thé agreement and law, thé following has been decided:

Article (1)

Thé Antiquities and Muséums and National Héritage Administrations shall be tasked with thé
study, identification and issuance of lists that détermine ail forms of thé intangible cultural
héritage in thé Kingdom of Bahrain, including but not limited to:

1.

2.
3.

4.

Thé practices, perceptions, forms of expression, knowledge, skills and thé related
machines, pièces, crafts and cultural locations.
Thé practices, customs and traditions linked to verbal expression.
Thé arts and traditions that are linked to performances, social practices, rituals and
célébrations.

Thé knowledge and practices that are related to nature, thé universe, and thé skills
related to traditional handicrafts.
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Article (2)

For thé saké of performing their duties stated in thé previous article, thé assigned
administrations may:

1. Request any information, data, reports, or documents from any groups, individuals, or
specialized departments inside or outside thé Authority.

2. Seek help from thé experts who specialize in thé héritage and antiquities affairs inside or
outside thé Authority.

Article (3)

Thé two administrations shall send periodic reports to thé Chairman of thé Authority in which
they explain what has been achieved in thé require fields, and shall attach lists that show what
has been identified as subjects for thé Bahraini intangible cultural héritage that is concerned
with thé protection and préservation as per thé légal Systems referred to in this décision for thé
purpose of approving thé same and issuing a décision from her excellency. Thé two
administrations may also présent any suggestions to modify thé lists in thé future.

Article (4)

Thé employées in thé Authority, each in his/her field of specialization, must implement this
décision, which shall be enforced as of thé date of signing thé same.

(signed)

Chairman of thé Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities

Mai Bint Mohamed Al Khalifa

Issued on: 26th ofJumada Al Akhira, 1439 AH

Corresponding to: 14th of March, 2018 AD
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En Eish
Poet

Folk taies
Fd'iri

Mrada
Al Ardah

AI Sut
Maialis

Shitfa and Daqla
A! l'rah

Date palms

Falcon
Al Hadrah

Arabian horses
Dhow makin
Pearl 'ewel

Potte
Sword makin
Chest makin

Nasee"
Thob al-Nashil
Gold 'ewei

Arabie calli ra h
Naqda
Kurar
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Name of élément

Informative Title

r BegîstTation. no: , '- -! ':. ; -h ,
, -'. ''?w"'""~i;"'".y;'<^;~" ̂ '...;. ' 'r':^. ~ . ':-..
^:.-:^v^ .̂ :^. r:.^; "^ ̂ -,'

Domain

Date Palms (AI-Nakheel)

Alternatively referred to as: AI-Nakhta, AI-Zira'a.
^[C^Tal9^atwn^^J^r[}!te^9^ws--^

^^?,^^^^?:"I^^^%^^^^ii

-*.. ?>'*'^1..; '. '<
4y;

^M'. ^L. ^^'^'^^^^^^^^^
'Knowfedge and practices concerning nature and thé
univeree , ^_ ^. ^,,^^.

^Sâhilifs%iW^co^^
' ,vl'-. . ̂ '. l-. :'l^'^l^^. "r, ^;'. :i'''IT'. <'. .î:/s'.. :''. -' ̂ -'l '^ ̂  '
Northern and Western villages, Manama and
Muharraq

:l':To;b^stucliiiKt..... 1 . :., -'".. -, ;,., - . ";1. -':'1, -.)- ;,,::./

Yes

/ Thfoughçyf tlie yeâr ;,

l3GNïffiyN^es[pràîicingy: ? ^

Location

Origins,;"<:, ̂ .,,, '.. '/'..''. -. ".-
.-'^r. ̂ .:^. :-':^^.^ ^_::, i.. ;.^..^. ;:
Stitl in Practice (Yes/No)

PracttCêPerkïCte' '

Description

Palm graves hâve been a distinct cultural landscape in Bahrain for thousands of years,
and has been known as thé land of a million palm tree. Thé historic significance of thé
palm is reflected through social and urban interactions betweenpeople and palm groves.
Thé relationship between this landscape and thé way of life in Bahrain was further
enhanced in thé early Islamic period where thé island has witnessed a flourishing
agricultural industry based on thé date palm, making thé palm a symbol of generosity
and giving, and an icon of local nature and culture.

Numerous crafts hâve developed in Bahrain based on materialsfrom thé date palm,
such as ropes, traditionat architecture (barastee), folk medicine, fishing and farming_
equipment, irrigation in addition to trade in dates and other extracts from thé palm. By
nature, oral history closely related to thé palm is présent in many communities in
Bahrain, and is witnessed in folk songs, poetry, and taies, in addition to général social
practices.

Thé rooted significance of palm groves in thé history of Bahrain has shaped local
communities, ~and their associated economy and history, and led overtime to thé
development of régulations and practices to manage their interaction with date palms,
such as irrigation channels, farming patterns and thé configuration of urban settlements
in agricultural and coastal areas. This has also further developed into légal and
administrative measures that set out distribution of irrigation water amongst farmers,
management of land use and trade in dates and other goods associated with thé palm.
Despite thé réduction in thé overall géographie distribution of palm graves due to urban
encroachment, thé date palm still remain an intégral part of communities in Bahrain, and
a source of pride and national identity
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