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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Japan

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Raiho-shin, ritual visits of deities in masks and costumes

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	来訪神：仮面・仮装の神々

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	甑島のトシドン(Koshikijima no Toshidon), 男鹿のナマハゲ(Oga no Namahage), 能登のアマメハギ(Noto no Amamehagi), 宮古島のパーントゥ(Miyakojima no Paantou), 遊佐の小正月行事(Yuza no Koshogatsu Gyoji), 米川の水かぶり(Yonekawa no Mizukaburi), 見島のカセドリ(Mishima no Kasedori), 吉浜のスネカ(Yoshihama no Suneka), 薩摩硫黄島のメンドン(Satsuma-ioujima no Mendon), 悪石島のボゼ(Akusekijima no Boze).

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	The communities concerned that transmit the nominated element are the inhabitants of the following cities/towns: Satsumasendai City, Oga City, Wajima City/Noto Town, Miyakojima City, Yuza Town, Tome City, Saga City, Ofunato City, Mishima Village, and Toshima Village.
The core members of the inhabitants of these cities/towns/villages who are central in the transmission of the Raiho-shin rituals have established safeguarding associations in the 1970s to safeguard and transmit the rituals. These associations form part of the communities concerned with the nominated element.
The local communities in these cities/towns/villages established the National Council for the Safeguarding and Promotion of Raiho-shin Rituals in 2014 in order to support the safeguarding, transmission, and promotion of Raiho-shin rituals. The National Council therefore also constitutes an important part of the community concerned in this nomination. 

The names all these communities are listed in 4.d.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	Raiho-shin rituals are performed in various regions of Japan, especially in the Tohoku, Hokuriku, Kyushu, and Okinawa regions. This nomination file encompasses 10 representative Raiho-shin rituals that are included in “The Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Japan.” These 10 rituals are performed in the cities, towns, and villages listed below. The name of the prefecture follows.

Satsumasendai City, Kagoshima;

Oga City, Akita;

Wajima City/Noto Town, Ishikawa;

Miyakojima City, Okinawa;

Yuza Town, Yamagata;

Tome City, Miyagi;

Saga City, Saga;

Ofunato City, Iwate;

Mishima Village, Kagoshima;

Toshima Village, Kagoshima.

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Ms
Family name:

HAMADA
Given name:

Yasue
Institution/position:

Agency for Cultural Affairs (ACA)
Office for International Cooperation on Cultural Properties,
Traditional Cultural Division, Cultural Properties Department
Address:

3-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8959, JAPAN
Telephone number:

+81 3-6734-3056
E-mail address:

yhamada@mext.go.jp


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	   ---

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘other(s)’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) (     )

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community,

b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element,

c. any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,
d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Raiho-shin rituals take place annually in various regions of Japan on days that mark the year’s beginning or days when seasons change. Such rituals stem from folk beliefs that deities from the outer world—Raiho-shin—visit communities and usher in the new year or new season with happiness and good luck. Local people dressed as deities in outlandish costumes and frightening masks visit houses, admonishing the lazy and teaching children to behave well. The head of the household treats the deities to a special meal to conclude the visit. In some communities, the rituals are held in the streets. 

Because the rituals have developed in regions with different social and historical contexts, they are diverse in form. For example, Suneka of Yoshihama have abalone shells dangling from their hips, whereas Kasedori of Mishima wear bamboo hats. The various appearances reflect different regional characteristics. The people who play a role as Raiho-shin also vary regionally. In some communities, men of a certain age become Raiho-shin, and in others, women play such roles. 

By performing the rituals, local people—notably children—have their identities molded; they develop a sense of affiliation to the community and strengthen ties among themselves. In accordance with their ancestors’ teachings, community members share responsibilities and cooperate in preparing and performing the rituals. Some prepare masks and costumes, some play a role as Raiho-shin, and others welcome Raiho-shin into their houses. Only when this ritual is over can community members look forward to a year free from misfortune.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The community members of the cities/towns/villages listed in Section C are the practitioners responsible for transmitting Raiho-shin rituals. To perform the rituals, the community members share responsibilities and play different roles. Community members who fulfill certain criteria specific to each region become Raiho-shin, the main actors of the ritual. In Koshikijima and Oga, young men become Raiho-shin; in the Paantou ritual in one region in Miyakojima, women and children become Raiho-shin; and in Noto, boys and girls play roles as Raiho-shin.

Regardless of gender or generation, the communities as a whole participate in the Raiho-shin rituals. Each household prepares a special feast, and the whole family participates in the ritual by welcoming Raiho-shin. As part of the rituals, Raiho-shin ask people, especially children, about their behaviour over the past year and admonish them for wrongdoings. Therefore, children play a vital role in the rituals.

Because of an aging and declining population in rural areas throughout Japan, it is becoming difficult for the communities concerned to find new bearers and practitioners. To provide an organized response to this issue, passionate bearers and practitioners of Raiho-shin rituals began to establish safeguarding associations in their communities in the 1970s. These local associations take a leading role in performing the rituals every year and in implementing safeguarding projects, thus transmitting Raiho-shin rituals. In 2014, communities where the 10 rituals are practiced established the National Council to overcome regional boundaries, share information, and strengthen cooperation in the safeguarding of the rituals. 

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The transmission of knowledge and skills involves the community as a whole, regardless of generation or gender, and occurs on three levels.

In households, children learn from their parents how to prepare for the Raiho-shin’s visit. Other members of the family, guided by the elders, prepare for these rituals, including preparation of the meals. By welcoming Raiho-shin to their home, everyone in a family, especially children, acquires important knowledge necessary for performing the rituals.
On the community level, safeguarding associations take the initiative to safeguard and transmit the rituals. In each region, the local association helps community members young and old engage together, for example, in gathering raw materials for costumes and tools, creating masks, costumes, and tools for Raiho-shin rituals. Through such cooperation, the elders transmit important knowledge and skills to younger people. Furthermore, in many communities, association members teach children about Raiho-shin rituals in schools.

The local and national governments are assisting the communities by providing subsidies and advice to aid in transmission, and also by creating websites or pamphlets to further an understanding of Raiho-shin rituals. Furthermore, the National Council has been contributing significantly to strengthening cooperation and facilitating exchanges and information-sharing among the communities.

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Raiho-shin rituals are vital to all in the communities concerned, since they help strengthen the sense of belonging to the community and lead to spiritual well-being. It is the folk beliefs passed down from their ancestors that motivate community members to hold the rituals on specific days and nights. They believe the deities’ visits guarantee a new beginning and bring luck; therefore, by transmitting and recreating the rituals every year, they gain a sense of security in their community lives. For example, in Yonekawa, deities throw buckets of water on houses to prevent disasters and ease people’s minds. 

The rituals also strengthen bonds that transcend generations and genders among families and community members. Family members who live away from their homes for school or work return to their hometowns for the rituals, and the whole family prepares to greet the Raiho-shin and participate in the ritual. The community must also work together for the rituals to succeed. Community members come together to designate each role in the rituals and cooperate to produce costumes and tools that Raiho-shin use, and also help people dress as Raiho-shin. 

Raiho-shin rituals serve as a rite of passage and enhance social cohesion. Children learn to become a member of their community through disciplinary teachings of Raiho-shin, who instruct them on proper behaviors. For example, Amahage of Yuza teach children to respect the elderly. When the children become adults, they play the role of Raiho-shin who transmit teachings to the younger generation.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	There is nothing in the Raiho-shin rituals included in this nomination that conflicts with existing human rights instruments, the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development.  

Within each of the communities performing Raiho-shin rituals, all members of the community prepare themselves for the annual Raiho-shin rituals. Whether they involve helping community members become Raiho-shin or getting ready to welcome the Raiho-shin, these elaborate preparatory processes require the full cooperation of people of various ages and genders. In this way, the practice and transmission of Raiho-shin rituals help create a spirit of mutual respect among community members and family members alike. Furthermore, by exchanging experiences and cooperating, all community bearers of the 10 rituals also foster a spirit of mutual respect among and between themselves.

The masks, costumes such as straw capes, and tools necessary for the rituals are all made of materials available in the neighborhood. The Raiho-shin rituals do not require excessive consumption of local materials and are transmitted in a sustainable way. Therefore, the rituals pave the way for the sustainable development of the communities in which they are performed.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue which respects cultural diversity.

	(vi) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Raiho-shin rituals involve the full and fair participation of peoples of all genders and ages; the inscription of such an element that forges bonds that transcend gender and generation would raise the visibility of ICH in general because of the rituals’ inclusive nature and wide audience that they attract. 

At the local level, the inscription will encourage community members to recognize that Raiho-shin rituals are ICH elements that connect them to their ancestors, and make them more aware of the importance of safeguarding the rituals and, by association, ICH in general. 

At the national level, the inscription will raise awareness of the need to safeguard similar rituals transmitted by communities in many other areas of Japan. 　

At the international level, the inscription will contribute to raising awareness of the importance of safeguarding similar rituals practiced in other countries and ICH in general among communities in other countries.

	(vii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	In preparing this nomination, community bearers of the 10 Raiho-shin rituals had many occasions to exchange views and engage in dialogue. Since the local communities created the National Council, they have furthered their knowledge of each other’s rituals through discussions. 

This dialogue has led to various nationwide exchange events. For example, in 2014, Oga City held the National Namahage Festival where different local community bearers of Raiho-shin rituals gathered, and Tome City held the Raiho-shin rituals Summit in Tohoku in 2016. On these occasions, local associations set up information panels introducing their rituals to promote understanding of Raiho-shin rituals among them as well as for the general public.

The inscription would enhance the communities’ awareness of the importance of cooperation in the safeguarding of their rituals. Thus, it would increase dialogue among and between the community members concerned.

	(viii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The 10 Raiho-shin rituals share many commonalities. But they also reflect the social and historical contexts of each region and are rich in diversity. The masks, costumes, and behaviour of the Raiho-shin are also diverse, reflecting the nature and culture of each region. The inscription of rituals that embody regional diversity will therefore promote respect for cultural diversity.

The community members share a reverence for their deities. But they show this reverence in different ways, and the appearances of the Raiho-shin are also different in each region. The various appearances show human creativity, as each community has, in a resourceful way, created their own version of the deity they believe in. The inscription would also therefore promote respect for human creativity.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals  concerned? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Since the 1970s, when the practitioners in each community formed safeguarding associations, it has been a community-based effort that has safeguarded and transmitted Raiho-shin rituals. The associations formulate annual safeguarding measures, and community members work closely with local and national governments to implement these measures. For example, the communities are: 

・Holding classes in school to teach children about the rituals’ meaning and characteristics and to transmit traditions 

・Holding seminars and lectures aimed at younger people to transmit actions and words important to rituals

・Nurturing and certifying ambassadors who will promote the rituals outside the communities concerned

・Creating and publishing written/visual records of rituals

・Disseminating information on and promoting the rituals via leaflets and other materials to people outside the communities concerned 

・Educating the public on Raiho-shin rituals through exhibitions/demonstrations and creating venues for exhibitions/demonstrations

・Repairing or creating masks, costumes, and other tools

・Holding lectures to transmit techniques to create tools

・Studying and securing raw materials used to create tools

・Organizing creative activities such as taiko drumming by Raiho-shin for promotion of Raiho-shin rituals
Since its establishment, the National Council has been responsible for gathering information in each community on the state of safeguarding measures and any issues that have arisen. Furthermore, the National Council oversees the safeguarding measures implemented by each local association to ensure that each association benefits from the experience of others by sharing information.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the States Parties concerned safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Based on the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties, the Japanese government has been responsible for conducting research on the transmission methods and the geographical range of Raiho-shin rituals since the 1970s. The government has identified Raiho-shin rituals typical to each region and included these rituals in ”The Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Japan” beginning in 1977. Since then, the government has designated 10 rituals as Important Intangible Folk Cultural Properties and has been safeguarding them. 

The government has also supported all safeguarding associations concerned by providing subsidies for: 

1) the training of future bearers of the rituals; 

2) classes and lectures that aim to transmit the ritual to children and young people; 

3) research on Raiho-shin and the publication of written records; 

4) the creation of videos on Raiho-shin rituals; 

5) the repairing and creating of tools necessary for the transmission of the rituals; 

6) public exhibitions of Raiho-shin rituals in the local communities; 

7) activities that raise awareness of and promote Raiho-shin rituals. 

Furthermore, the government is creating brochures and videos to raise public awareness of Raiho-shin rituals.

Despite a limited budget, the Japanese government has prioritized activities related to ICH and has allocated an amount of the national budget to these activities.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	Every year, all local safeguarding associations concerned with this nomination plan and implement safeguarding measures for their respective Raiho-shin ritual. Each community reports on how the measures have been implemented and the results of the measures at meetings of the National Council. If the element is inscribed, the National Council will continue to assess and monitor the implementation of safeguarding plans and begin to monitor for unintended consequences to the viability of the rituals within the communities concerned that might arise from inscription. If an unintended consequence such as overcommercialization were to arise, the safeguarding associations will be central in handling the issue in communities, and the national and local governments will support these efforts.

The comprehensive and concrete measures to sustain the rituals’ viability that are currently put in place by the local safeguarding associations and will continue to be implemented are as follows [Name of the responsible community / Budget amounts in Japanese yen (JPY) / duration if applicable (if not mentioned, the measures take place annually)]:   

1. Transmission through formal and non-formal education

Each community is working actively on training successors through formal and non-formal education. The expected outcome of this work is that children can learn the knowledge and skills necessary for the rituals and feel that the rituals have traditions that embody regional characteristics. 

Many safeguarding associations and cultural sections of local governments in the cities/towns/villages concerned work with education sectors to implement such measures. Examples of their work are:

Formal education

[Tome City] Children observe the Mizukaburi ritual during classes in Tome City elementary schools. 

[Association for the Preservation of Kasedori] Association members introduce children to the Kasedori ritual during classes in Saga City elementary schools. 

Non-formal education

[Oga City] Middle and high school students practice and show performing arts themed around Namahage in extracurricular clubs.

[Association for the Preservation of Yoshihama Suneka] Association members work to teach middle-schoolers the messages and movements of Suneka.

[Ofunato City] Elementary-schoolers in all districts experience becoming Suneka and visit houses in “Kids’ Suneka”.

[Association for the Preservation of Ioujima Hassaku-taiko Dancing] Association members teach middle-schoolers Hassaku-taiko dancing, allowing them to be part of the actual ritual.

2. Research and Documentation

Each community is creating written records of their ritual based on research. They are also creating visual records and publishing these records. Examples of these measures are:  

[National Council for the Safeguarding and Promotion of Raiho-shin Rituals / 500,000JPY] Council members gather videos of the Raiho-shin rituals and create DVDs. (from 2015)
3. Protection and Preservation

Each community is implementing long-term and sustainable measures to achieve their expected outcome of guaranteeing the steady transmission of the Raiho-shin rituals through measures such as performing the rituals annually, practicing for the rituals, and repairing and creating tools. Examples of these measures are:

[Association for the Preservation of Koshikijima no Toshidon / 54,000JPY] Association members create masks and repair costumes used in the Toshidon ritual.

[Noto Town / 150,000JPY] Local government officials create capes and masks that Amamehagi wear.

[Miyakojima City / 20,000JPY]
 Local government officials support the Shimajiri Self-governing Association and the Nobaru Association members’ activities to transmit the Paantou ritual.

[Yuza Town / 15,000JPY] Local government officials secure straw for use in the Amahage ritual

[Association for the Preservation of Yonekawa no Mizukaburi / 605,000 JPY / 2017-] Association members repair and create buckets for the Mizukaburi ritual.

4. Enhancement and Promotion

Each community is working to achieve the expected result of furthering an understanding of Raiho-shin rituals. Examples of activities are:

[Oga City Tourism Association / 430,000JPY] Community members utilize the Namahage missionary certification system to nurture supporters and raise people’s motivation for transmission to perform the Namahage ritual and display exhibitions.

[Toshima Village and other stakeholders] Community members organize a Boze ritual tour.

[National Council for the Safeguarding and Promotion of Raiho-shin Rituals / 2017-] Members create a pamphlet on Raiho-shin rituals.

So far, there have been no unintended consequences of inscription that jeopardize the viability of “Koshikijima no Toshidon,” which was inscribed on the Representative List in 2009 and included in this nomination. Other than implementing the measures such as the examples given above, each community is also devising appropriate measures to handle a possible increase in the number of tourists after inscription. 

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Japanese government will continue to commit itself to supporting the safeguarding measures proposed in Section 3.b.(i) of this nomination, which are and will be implemented by the communities concerned. The Japanese Government will also continue to provide financial support as well as technical guidance. 

The Japanese government has a section dedicated to the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage within the Agency for Cultural Affairs. Experts from many different areas of study related to intangible cultural heritage work in this section and provide support to bearers and practitioners. Several experts who are folklorists with copious expertise and knowhow on the domain of “social practices, rituals and festive events” serve as the contact persons for communities concerned with this nomination. They are well aware of the state of rituals nationwide through constant communication with these stakeholders. The Japanese government will provide support for the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures through these experts, and these experts will in turn provide administrative and technical advice on the safeguarding and promotion of Raiho-shin rituals nationwide.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures, including in terms of gender roles, and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	In each community, the local safeguarding associations develop and implement the safeguarding measures. Through the local safeguarding associations, the community members have been directly involved in planning the safeguarding measures mentioned in Section 3.b.(i). The communities concerned have taken it upon themselves to safeguard and transmit the Raiho-shin rituals that are central to their lives. Their hard work has helped sustain the viability of Raiho-shin rituals in Japan. The government began supporting safeguarding measures after the 1970s, but the main actors in safeguarding measures have always been community members.

The communities concerned will continue to be actively involved in the implementation of safeguarding measures, from the transmission of traditions to the younger generations, to the creation of records of rituals, to the securing of raw materials, and to the promotion of rituals to people outside the communities concerned. They have also kept alive traditions related to the respect for the diversity of ages and genders while they implement such safeguarding activities. 

The local safeguarding associations have used meetings of the National Council to share information, and to discuss how to make safeguarding measures more effective. The National Council meetings have thus allowed the safeguarding association members to create connections among themselves in order to enrich the proposed safeguarding activities. 

The culture and education sectors of local governments have also cooperated with communities on safeguarding measures.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

National Council for the Safeguarding and Promotion of Raiho-shin Rituals
Name and title of the contact person:

Mr. Yukio WATANABE, President of the National Council for the Sateguarding and Promotion of Raiho-shin Rituals
Address:

66-1 Izumidai, Aza, Funagawa, Funagawa Minato, Oga-shi, Akita, Japan
Telephone number:

0185-24-9103
E-mail address:

a_kato@city.oga.akita.jp


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages, including the role of gender. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all parties concerned, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Of the 10 rituals included in this nomination, “Koshikijima no Toshidon” was inscribed on the Representative List at the 4th Session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2009.  The Government of Japan then nominated for the cycle of 2011 “Oga no Namahage,” but it was referred back after being examined by the Committee at the 6th Session. The reason for the referral was that it was similar to the previously-inscribed “Koshikijima no Toshidon.” 

The community bearers and practitioners of “Koshikijima no Toshidon” and “Oga no Namahage” took into consideration the Intergovernmental Committee’s decision and the results of several discussions held at UNESCO, such as “the open ended intergovernmental working group to discuss the ‘right scale or scope of an element’ in the context of the implementation of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage” (22-23 October 2012, UNESCO Headquarters, Paris).

They also held discussions with bearers and practitioners of Raiho-shin rituals across Japan. As a result of these discussions, the communities practicing and transmitting the eight rituals included in the inventory(“The Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Japan” ) prior to 2014 established the National Council in 2014, and decided to cooperate with each other to extend the nomination file of “Koshikijima no Toshidon” and draft a new nomination entitled “Raiho-shin: Ritual Visits of Deities in Masks and Costumes” for the Representative List. In 2017, two new rituals were added for a total of 10 rituals in the entire nomination.

Throughout the entire process up to the submission of the file, the community bearers have been at the forefront of the work. When drafting the current nomination, they discussed at the meetings of the National Council on how to design the nomination file, and how to plan and implement the safeguarding measures to enhance the viability of the Raiho-shin rituals in the respective communities, including how to monitor for unintended consequences following inscription.

The National Council that is composed of people of all genders from the communities concerned with this nomination has also decided to become the main organization for exchange and opinion-sharing where safeguarding organizations could actively discuss safeguarding measures and promotion measures with local government officials up to and after the inscription.

The National Council discussed various matters related to the nomination with the Japanese government. The government then agreed to the nomination of “Raiho-shin: Ritual Visits of Deities in Masks and Costumes.”
The local governments and communities concerned with this nomination worked together on the creation of the nomination file and the appended documents through the above mentioned steps.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The documents appended are certificates showing the free, prior, and informed consent of the community representatives. 

As written in Section 4.a., the communities concerned with the Raiho-shin rituals in this nomination—including people of all genders—have played a significant role through the National Council in realizing the creation of this extended nomination file. Before and during the drafting process of the nomination, the Japanese government explained to the community members the purposes and nature of the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, the possible positive and negative consequences of the inscription, the importance of ensuring the viability of the rituals and their safeguarding, and the need for monitoring rituals and communities concerned for the effects of the inscription. 

As a result of these steps, the communities—represented by the safeguarding associations and local governments of the cities/towns/villages listed in Section 4.d.—provided their consent to the nomination of “Raiho-shin: Ritual Visits of Deities in Masks and Costumes” of their own free will.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words.
Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	Access to the 10 Raiho-shin rituals included in this nomination is not restricted by any specific customary practices. However, since in many of the rituals, Raiho-shin visit the houses of community members, visitors must respect the privacy of the community members’ homes. In addition, when community members are dressed as Raiho-shin, they cease to be themselves. They become Raiho-shin, and should be treated as sacred beings. Any action that may disrespect the Raiho-shin or prevent the smooth conduct of the rituals should be avoided. To address a possible rise in the number of visitors, in some safeguarding measures, community members distribute information on the rituals to the public to inform visitors on why Raiho-shin need to be respected and the correct way to behave or speak in front of Raiho-shin.


	4.d.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity

b. 
Name and title of the contact person

c. 
Address

d. 
Telephone number

e. 
E-mail

f. 
Other relevant information

	Name of the entity:     National Council for the Safeguarding and Promotion of Raiho-shin Rituals

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Yukio WATANABE, President 

Address:                    66-1 Izumidai, Aza, Funagawa, Funagawa Minato, Oga-shi, Akita, Japan
                                  (c/o the Oga City Educational Committee)

Telephone number :  0185-24-9103

Name of the entity:    Association for the Preservation of Koshikijima no Toshidon

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Kunihiro UCHI, President 

Address:                    1978 Teuchi, Shimokoshiki-cho, Satsumasendai-shi, Kagoshima, Japan

Name of the entity:    Satsumasendai City

Name and title of the contact person:  Mr. Hideo IWAKIRI, Mayor 

Address:                    3-22 Kanda-cho, Satsumasendai-shi, Kagoshima, Japan

Telephone number:   0996-23-5111

Name of the entity:    Association for the Preservation of the Oga Namahage Ritual

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Yukio WATANABE, President 

Address:                    66-1 Izumidai, Aza, Funagawa, Funagawa Minato, Oga-shi, Akita, Japan
                                  (c/o the Oga City Educational Committee)

Telephone number:    0185-24-9103

Name of the entity:     Oga City

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Yukio WATANABE, Mayor 

Address:                     66-1 Izumidai, Aza, Funagawa, Funagawa Minato, Oga-shi, Akita, Japan

Telephone number:    0185-23-2111
Name of the entity:     Association for the Preservation of Noto Amamehagi Mensamanento

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Yutaka NAKAMURA, President 

Address:                     64, 1 Bu, Wajimazaki-machi, Wajima-shi, Ishikawa, Japan

Name of the entity:     Wajima City

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Fumiaki KAJI, Mayor 

Address:                     29 Aza, 2, Futatsuya-machi, Wajima-shi, Ishikawa, Japan

Telephone number:    0768-22-2211

Name of the entity:     Noto Town

Name and title of  the contact person:   Mr. Kazushige MOCHIKI, Mayor 

Address:                     197-1 Aza, 1, Ushitsushin, Aza, Noto-cho, Hosu-gun, Ishikawa, Japan

Telephone number:    0768-62-1000

Name of the entity:    Shimajiri Self-governing Association

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Tamotsu MIYARA, President 

Address:                    26 Shimajiri, Aza, Hirara, Miyakojima-shi, Okinawa, Japan

Name of the entity:    Nobaru Association

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Shintoku Shimajiri, President 

Address:                    228 Nobaru, Aza, Ueno, Miyakojima-shi, Okinawa, Japan

Name of the entity:    Miyakojima City

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Toshihiko SHIMOJI, Mayor 

Address:                    186 Nishizato, Aza, Hirara, Miyakojima-shi, Okinawa, Japan

Telephone number:   0980-72-3751

Name of the entity:    Association for the Preservation of Yuza Amahage

Name and title of the contact person :   Mr. Toru TAKAHASHI, President 

Address:                    211 Maizuru, Aza, Yuza, Yuza-machi, Akumi-gun, Yamagata, Japan
                                  (c/o the Yuza Town Educational Committee)

Telephone number:    0234-72-5892

Name of the entity:    Yuza Town

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Hiroki TOKITA, Mayor 

Address:                    211 Maizuru, Aza, Yuza, Yuza-machi, Akumi-gun, Yamagata, Japan

Telephone number:    0234-72-3311

Name of the entity:    Association for the Preservation of Yonekawa no Mizukaburi

Name and title of  the contact person:   Mr. Junichi SUGAWARA, President 

Address:                    61 Machi, Aza, Yonekawa, Towa-cho, Tome-shi, Miyagi, Japan

Name of the entity:    Tome City

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Takahisa FUSE, Mayor 

Address:                    2-6-1 Nakae, Aza, Sanuma, Hasama-cho, Tome-shi, Miyagi, Japan

Telephone number:   0220-22-2111

Name of the entity:    Association for the Preservation of Kasedori

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Takanobu MUTO, President 

Address:                    683 Mishima, Hasuike-machi, Saga-shi, Saga, Japan

Name of the entity:    Saga City

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Toshiyuki HIDESHIMA, Mayor 

Address:                    1-1 Sakae-machi, Saga-shi, Saga, Japan

Telephone number:   0952-24-3151

Name of the entity:    Association for the Preservation of Yoshihama Suneka

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Hisayoshi KASHIWAZAKI, President 

Address:                    93-1 Aza-Ueno, Yoshihama, Sanriku-cho, Ofunato-shi, Iwate, Japan

Name of the entity:    Ofunato City

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Kimiaki TODA, Mayor 

Address:                    15 Aza-Utsunosawa, Sakari-cho, Ofunato-shi, Iwate, Japan

Telephone number:    0192-27-3111

Name of the entity:    Association for the Preservation of Ioujima Hassaku-taiko Dancing

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Takashi YASUNAGA, President 

Address:                    Ioujima, Mishima Village, Kagoshima District, Kagoshima Prefecture
Name of the entity:    Mishima Village, Kagoshima Prefecture

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Tatsuo OOYAMA, Mayor 

Address:                    12-18 Meizan-cho, Kagoshima City, Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan

Telephone number:    099-222-3141

Name of the entity:     Association for the Preservation of Bon Festival dances in Akusekijima

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Kazunori ARIKAWA, President 

Address:                    15 Akusekijima, Toshima Village, Kagoshima District, 
                                   Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan

Name of the entity:     Toshima Village, Kagoshima Prefecture

Name and title of the contact person:   Mr. Masashi HIGO, Mayor 

Address:                     14-15 Izumi-cho, Kagoshima City, Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan

Telephone number:      099-222-2101

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that the element is identified and included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) in conformity with  Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. 

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, the submitting State(s) Party(ies) may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but have already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Provide the following information: 

(i) Name of the inventory(ies) in which the element is included:
“The Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Japan” 
(ii) Name of the office(s), agency(ies), organization(s) or body(ies) responsible for maintaining and updating that (those) inventory(ies), both in the original language, and in translation when the original language is not English or French:

Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan
(iii) Explain how the inventory(ies) is(are) regularly updated, including information on the periodicity and modality of updating. The updating is understood not only as adding new elements but also as revising existing information on the evolving nature of the elements already included therein (Article 12.1 of the Convention) (max. 100 words).

The abovementioned Inventory is updated annually by the Agency for Cultural Affairs. The Agency is responsible for collecting information on the current state of all elements included in the Inventory and reflect it once a year in the Inventory.

At the same time, the Agency conducts general research on ICH elements that are not yet included in the Inventory, in cooperation of the communities concerned. The ICH elements newly identified as results of such research will be added annually into the Inventory. The Council for Cultural Affairs, composed of the experts on ICH, helps the Agency in this updating process.
(iv) Reference number(s) and name(s) of the element in relevant inventory(ies):

There are no reference numbers given to the elements.

The names of the elements are as follows:

Koshikijima no Toshidon

Oga no Namahage

Noto no Amamehagi

Miyakojima no Paantou

Yuza no Koshogatsu Gyoji

Yonekawa no Mizukaburi

Mishima no Kasedori

Yoshihama no Suneka

Satsuma-ioujima no Mendon

Akusekijima no Boze
(v) Date of inclusion of the element in the inventory(ies) (this date should precede the submission of this nomination):

The 10 elements that compose the Raiho-shin rituals were included in the inventory on the following dates:

Koshikijima no Toshidon: May 17, 1977

Oga no Namahage: May 22, 1978

Noto no Amamehagi: February 3, 1979

Miyakojima no Paantou: December 13, 1993

Yuza no Koshogatsu Gyoji: December 21, 1999

Yonekawa no Mizukaburi: December 27, 2000

Mishima no Kasedori: February 20, 2003

Yoshihama no Suneka: February 6, 2004

Satsuma-ioujima no Mendon: March 3, 2017

Akusekijima no Boze: March 3, 2017
(vi) Explain how the element was identified and defined, including how information was collected and processed ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11.b) for the purpose of inventorying, including reference to the roles of gender of participants. Additional information may be provided to demonstrate the participation of research institutes and centres of expertise (max. 200 words).

The community members are actively involved in the process of creating and updating the inventory. Based on the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties, the Agency for Cultural Affairs cooperates with the community members regardless of their gender in order to conduct research on ICH. The communities provide information on not only the elements themselves, but also the current states of transmission and other aspects.

The information collected based on such research results was organized and provided to the Council for Cultural Affairs that is comprised of experts of various domains of ICH. By taking the advice of the Council for Cultural Affairs into consideration, the Agency works together with communities in identifying the elements.

Regarding the 10 rituals in the inventoriey  (“Raiho-shin: Ritual Visits of Deities in Masks and Costumes”), the listing includes the title, geographical location, and components to be safeguarded. The associations of practitioners responsible for safeguarding were also defined for each ritual.
(vii) Documentary evidence shall be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in one or more inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. Such evidence shall at least include the name of the element, its description, the name(s) of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned, their geographic location and the range of the element.   
a. If the inventory is available online, provide hyperlinks (URLs) to pages dedicated to the nominated element (max. 4 hyperlinks in total to be indicated in the box below). Attach to the nomination print-outs (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) of relevant sections of the content of these links. The information should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
b. If the inventory is not available online, attach exact copies of texts (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) concerning the element included in the inventory. These texts should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
Indicate the materials provided and – if applicable – the relevant hyperlinks:

The inventory is appended in accordance with b.above. The English translation has also been appended.



	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of community concerned is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different

 FORMCHECKBOX 

10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	Bedouin, Jean-Louis, 1963, Kamen no Minzokugaku (The Ethnology of Masks), Hakusuisha.

Foster, Michael Dylan, 2013,"Shikakuteki sôzô: 'Koshikijima no Toshidon' ni okeru miru/mirareru kankei no ichi kôsatsu [The Optic Imaginary: Thoughts on the Relationship of Seeing and Being Seen in 'Koshikijima no Toshidon']." Nihon minzokugaku 273 : 55-95

Ine, Yuji, 2005, Namahage (Namahage), Akitabunkashuppan.

Oka, Masao, 1979, Ijin Sonota-Nihonminzoku ・ Bunka no Genryu to Nihonkokka no Keisei (Visitors from the Outer World and Others – The Origin of Culture and the Establishment of the Japanese Nation),  Gensousha.

Sumiya, Kazuhiko and Kreiner, Joseph, 1999, Nansei Shoto no Kami Gainen (The Concepts of Deities in the Nansei Islands), Miraisha.

Suwa, Haruo and Kawamura, Minato (Ed.), 1997, Otozureru Kamigami—Kami, Oni, Mono, Ijin (Visiting Deities—Deities, Ogres, Entities, Visitors from the Outer World), Yuzankakushuppan.     

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Mr Ryohei MIYATA
Title:
Commissioner for Cultural Affairs
Date:
16 March 2017
Signature:
 <signed>
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