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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Slovakia

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Multipart singing of Horehronie

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Horehronský viachlasný spev

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	Horehronskô spevaňa, Horehronski spjev, Horehronské spievanie, Horehronský viachlas

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	The inhabitants of the villages situated in the region of Horehronie: Polomka, Závadka nad Hronom, Heľpa, Pohorelá, Šumiac, Telgárt and Vernár. Vocal groups of male and female singers, working in cooperation with local folk organizations. The inhabitants of the above mentioned villages who moved to the cities (eg. Brezno, Banská Bystrica, Poprad) and other people living in the Horehronie region who are raised in spirit of the local folk tradition. In a broader public context in Slovakia the Multipart Singing of Horehronie is perceived as a distinctive local phenomenon.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The region of Horehronie is located in central part of Slovakia. It is placed around the upper flow of the river Hron. The region is bordered by the Low Tatra Mountains in the north and the Muráň Plateau, Vepor Mountains and Poľana Hills in the south.

Musical tradition, singing, interpretational nuances and performance of tones in the northern villages of the region (Šumiac, Telgárt, Vernár) differ from those in the southern villages (Polomka, Závadka nad Hronom, Heľpa, Pohorelá). Those differences are related to religious traditions.

Historically, the population of Central Europe often migrated. Inhabitants of the neighbouring states (Poland, Ukraine) used to move to the Horehronie region. As a result, the music style of the Multipart Singing of Horehronie is probably the closest to that in the western part of Ukraine. The rich folk music of the communities living there played an important role in formation of this specific vocal style.

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Mr Assoc. Prof., PhD.
Family name:

Hamar
Given name:

Juraj
Institution/position:

Director-General
Address:

SĽUK - The Slovak State Traditional Dance Company, (CTĽK – Slovak Intangible Cultural Heritage Centre) , Balkánska 31, 853 08 Bratislava, Slovak Republic
Telephone number:

+421 2 204 78 235
E-mail address:

juraj.hamar@sluk.sk
Other relevant information:

Chairman of the Council of Ministry of Culture for Safeguarding of ICH


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	     

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘other(s)’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 performing arts

 social practices, rituals and festive events

 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 traditional craftsmanship

 other(s) (     )

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community,

b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element,

c. any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,
d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Multipart Singing of Horehronie is characterised by a variable solo melody of pre-singing (predspev) and more static choir answer, either male or female. The singing culminates in intertwined parallel melodies with rich variations, consisting of two or three parts. Each section there presents a variation of the initial melodic formula. 

The element typically comprises a group of songs sung by men. However, it could be performed by mixed groups of men and women as well as female groups a capella or with instrumentation. The multipart singing does not have any fixed pattern: any performance and even any verse can be unique.  

Significantly influenced by natural conditions, singing in the hills or meadows implied very intensive throaty expression resounding far and wide, as well as audible polyphonic consonances. This kind of singing tradition was linked to people’s assertiveness and vitality through the elements of shepherds’ way of life that was transferred to the region during Wallachian colonization since the 15. century.

The element is also related to people’s religiosity: the vocal culture of Horehronie has been considerably influenced by ecclesiastical songs, in particular in eastern part of the region, where most of inhabitants practice Eastern rites. There is an obvious similarity between performance of sacral songs and profane songs.

The song genres are associated with work (cutting and raking hay, planting trees...), events of family cycle or calendric events (weddings, baptism, funerals, Christmas etc.). New songs arise as a response to social events affecting people’s lives (partisans’ songs or collective farmers’ songs etc.).

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The bearers and users of the element are the inhabitants of the mentioned villages and broader public. Folk music and singing tradition in this region lives its own life, to a certain extent independent from the folklore movement. Today even young people who never belonged to folklore ensembles can perform the Multipart singing of Horehronie.  

At present family customs (christenings, birthday celebrations, weddings and funerals) as well as dance parties and spontaneous singing in pubs manifest continuation of the traditional singing occasions. One of the most important events for singing is Christmas celebration (e.g. so called Mládenky in Vernár organised by young people, regardless of their membership in a local folklore group). The element is part of a custom called „ukončovanie hory", marking the end of planting trees in a forest. Singing on the occasions of calendric customs is performed today mainly by members of local folklore groups (such customs include carnivals, May celebrations, Rusadľa, St. John’s festivals, and other). Singing is also characteristic for commemoration of historical events that are important for local people, such as liberation from Nazi Occupation and the end of WWII. 

The bearers also live in the cities where they can enter groups which intentionally maintain and develop the cultural heritage of their native villages. The element is performed both by women and men who usually belong to the local folklore groups, but there are also specifically male and female singing groups.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Today the Multipart Singing of Horehronie is transmitted first of all in family circles as well as by informal education. There is an evidence of singing the songs by several generations of the same families living in the region.

An obvious link between singing in religious and non-religious settings is noteworthy. It is manifested by singing ecclesiastical songs outside the church. Up to this day such repertoire can be documented on such occasions as weddings, family celebrations, birthdays and funerals. Singing makes these events more ceremonious and solemn. 

In this way the singing style is transmitted from generation to generation in villages. On the other side, it is transferred by local folklore groups. Some of them belong to the best ensembles in Slovakia. 

Folklore groups, local municipalities and particular singers instruct their descendants and followers in singing. Their activities take place in a specific context of children’s folklore groups: Brezinky from Polomka, Smriečok from Závadka nad Hronom, Heľpančok from Heľpa, Mladosť from Pohorelá, Šumiačanik from Šumiac and Vernár from Vernár. Apart from informal meetings, the children’s groups perform the multipart singing together with adult folklore groups on various festivals, as well as various folklore events, f.e. in Polomka (domestic slaughtering, burial of double-bass, celebrations of the Slovak national Uprising, etc.), the Singing and Dancing Houses in villages concerned, and other events.

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The villages of Horehronie are characterized by extremely rich manifestations of traditional folk culture. The folk multipart singing belongs to the most expressive and durable traditional elements. In a broader public discourse in Slovakia it is perceived as a characteristic local phenomenon.

In the region of Horehronie the multipart singing is performed on most of public events as well as in family circles. People of Horehronie sing on any suitable occasion. Singing is part of folklore groups’ repertoire as well as common events of people’s lives. Weddings, christenings, family celebrations – all those events are occasions for the multipart singing of Horehronie. Singing is an opportunity for relax and grouping; it gives people joy and pride of local tradition.

Apart from its aesthetical and artistic quality, the element is a basic part of regional identity. People use the Multipart Singing of Horehronie to declare that they belong to their village and region. It is particularly observable in behaviour of young people, either they belong to folklore groups or not.

In a broader discourse in Slovakia the Multipart Singing of Horehronie is associated with well-known folk songs, such as “Na Kráľovej holi“, which is very popular in Slovakia and is usually performed in style of Horehronie. In the eyes of wider public the element is perceived as one of the best known representatives of the traditional culture in Slovakia in general.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	There is no information present about any part of the element that would be incompatible with existing international human rights instruments  or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development.

The practice of multipart singing of Horehronie encompasses people of all ages and genders, they belong to various professions and have different academic, economic and social backgrounds. Hence it contributes to regional and local development and overal social cohesion. Via the improvisation character and capacity to react and mirror the social change the element presents an example of vivid practice of tradition as a part of sustainable development.

The existence of more communities with different musical tradition in Horehronie region (f.e. the Roma community) present an example of mutual respect with interactions (f.e. Roma musicians are part of some folklore groups).
For migrants leaving the villages and moving to the cities the element is a source of identity and in some way belonging to their region of origin, maintaining local dialects where language serves as vehicle of tradition. In some cases it can help the older bearers of the tradition to avoid isolation.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue which respects cultural diversity.

	(vi) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	In a broader public context in Slovakia the element is perceived as a distinctive local phenomenon that captivates and inspires people as an expression of pride, vitality, open-mindedness and positive energy. Singing of people of Horehronie is not related only to their native region. The element responds to common questions of the present time, especially when it is necessary to express commitment, activity and participation. From the perspective of national culture, it is a substantial factor in representation of the country related to people’s identification and integration. 

There has been constant demand for the element on the most important occasions: inaugurations of the Presidents, celebrations of anniversaries of the Slovak National Uprising, or performance of the Slovak national anthem during sport events and cultural happenings. 

The very information about intention to nominate the element to RL ICH raised a wave of public interest of ICH in general expressed by a positive feedback on social networks.

	(vii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Horehronie belongs to the most active regions of Slovakia where folk tradition is consciously and unconsciously safeguarded. Folkloric activity (creation of new songs, spontaneous and organized safeguarding of the element) is extraordinary, even in comparison to those communities in other regions of Slovakia which consciously cultivate their traditions. 

The inscription of the element to RL ICH will start a new wave of creativity in folk groups outside of Horehronie. The wider public would start to perceive the element as something precious, worthy of safeguarding and protection. In the concerned community the inscription would cause an enormous motivation to continue their creative activities. 

The inscription can launch research and documentation, among other things in relation to the Roma community in the region that has different musical culture. Communication between these communities in the region is already existing, but the inscription can improve communication with communities outside the region, in particular in exchanging experience in safeguarding.

	(viii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Multipart singing of Horehronie and traditional multipart singing in other mountainous regions of Slovakia have many features in common. The element is also related to similar elements in neighbouring countries (Ukraine, Poland), but it is characterised by some specific traits significantly enriching diversity of ICH in general.  

Generation differences result in diversity of interpretation which is further reinforced by improvisation characteristic of the element, contributes to the visibility, promotion of and respect for cultural diversity in number of levels (community, region, generations). 

Element initiates creativity in other areas of national culture: literature (Potulky po Slovensku; Malka; Nevesta hôľ, etc.), audio-visual art-movies (Zem spieva; Pacho, hybský zbojník; Rok na dedine; Chlapci spod Kráľovej hole; Tanec medzi Črepinami, etc.), the music of classical music composers: Mikuláš Moyzes, Tadeáš Salva, Tibor Andrašovan, Svetozár Stračina, etc. It is an inspiration for the genre of world music (bands Banda, Družina) and experimental electro-acoustic production (Matej Haasz). 

	

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The bearers endorse the element by its practicing and use in regular cross-generational exchange. The element’s viability is manifested in the following:

•
spontaneous singing during family celebrations, annual ceremonies and dancing as well as work; 

•
performing the element in church during liturgy linked to religious tradition; 

•
very active local folklore groups uniting a number of people from the mentioned villages, both men and women, belonging to various generations;

•
regular production of CD media and song books by the municipalities in cooperation with local folklore groups and independent civic associations as well as experts – ethno-musicologists: Horehronie, Trnki a ich hostia (Musica Ethnica Slovaca 2015); Ten Vernár, ten Vernár, Vianočné piesne a vinše zo Šumiaca, Šumiac, dedinôčka moja, Na Telgárte hrajú, (Akcent Records 2009-2015);

•
organisation of local festivals by the municipalities in cooperation with The Central Slovakia Cultural Centre, Banská Bystrica: Šumenie (Effervescence) na Šumiaci, Horehronské dni spevu a tanca in Heľpa (50. Edition in 2015), Ozveny Staroslovienčiny - festival of multipart ecclesiastical singing in Telgárt, Folklore festival in Vernár, Festival Vatra zvrchovanosti in Šumiac, Folkore evening under Orlová mountain in Pohorelá, Horehronská Valaška - children’s festival in Telgárt, events in Polomka (traditional slaughtering, burying the bass after carnival period, anniversaries of the Slovak National Uprising (1944), etc.);

•
activities of local non-professional theatre associations;

•
singing and dancing workshops organized either during the festivals or by the local citizens' associations (Opora, Mons Regius).

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 identification, documentation, research

 preservation, protection 

 promotion, enhancement

 revitalization

	(ii) How have the concerned States Parties safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The element has been included in the essential conceptual documents adopted by the Government of the SR: Programme of Care for the Traditional Folk Culture issued by the Ministry of Culture of the SR in 2007 and updated for the period till 2020 in 2015; National Cultural Policy; the Strategy of Care for Traditional Folk Culture; and the project of the Digital Collection of Traditional Folk Culture within the scope of the National Operational Programme of the Informatisation of Society with the support of the European Union.

A number of activities contributing to the protection of the element have been supported on a regular basis since 2015 within the system of dedicated grant schemes of the Ministry of Culture of SR – Programme of Intangible Cultural Heritage and Cultural-Awareness-Raising Activities: support for regional and national performances and competitions, promotion of folklore festivals (Horehronské dni spevu a tanca v Heľpe), educational activities (Dance workshops in Horehronie region, and other places, the methodological seminars in the field of traditional music, singing and dancing), scientific research and publishing activities (methodological material), support of creative activities and performance (work of folklore collectives, issuing CDs, songbooks, etc.). 

From 2016 on the projects and activities in the area of ICH have been subsidised by the Slovak Arts Council linked to the national budget through the Ministry of Culture of SR.  Financial support of safeguarding of the elements inscribed on the RL ICH of Humanity has been one of its priorities.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 identification, documentation, research

 preservation, protection

 promotion, enhancement

 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	The measures aimed to preserve the viability of Multipart Singing of Horehronie are expected to gain public support, to promote documenting and monitoring its condition, and to elaborate its definition. As far as traditions associated with the element are part of people’s identity, the local public authorities are supposed to use its potential. The bearers who perceive the element as integral part of their lives will continue its safeguarding and will cooperate with various institutions at local and national level. This cooperation implies exchange of experience in safeguarding. As the most important measure to prevent the element´s viability is not jeopardised in the future as an unintended result of the inscription, the members of the communities concerned and the institutions and experts involved (on all levels) consider the education of wider public and work with children and youth.

•
Detailed ethnological and ethno-musicological research will continue. At present it is conducted in particular by the Department of Ethnology and Ethnomusicology of the Constantine the Philosopher University in Nitra, the civic association Cultura Ethnica, and the Central Slovakia Cultural Centre in Banská Bystrica.

•
The continuation of the recently implemented national project of digitalisation aimed to document folk dances (OPIS 2) and the Inventory of Traditional Folk Culture (CTĽK/Centrum tradičnej ľudovej kultúry at SĽUK/Slovenský ľudový umelecký kolektív – The Intangible Cultural Heritage Centre at the Slovak State Traditional Dance Company - further as CTĽK at SĽUK);

•
Promotion of local folk music archives in Horehronie villages through the projects supported by the Slovak Arts Council;

•
Digitalisation of older songs and unpublished collections included in the Inventory of Traditional Folk Culture (CTĽK at SĽUK);

•
Digitalisation of all available records made during the festivals Horehronské dni spevu a tanca in Heľpa and festivals Ozveny staroslovienčiny, included in the Inventory of Traditional Folk Culture (CTĽK at SĽUK);

•
Intensive expert guidance for groups and individuals provided by cultural and educational institutions (f. e. Central Slovakia Cultural Centre,  Banská Bystrica), publishing  methodical materials; 

•
The Slovak Arts Council’s support of selected valuable projects aimed to protect the element with a special focus of prevention of the commercialization of the element;

•
Support of children's folklore ensembles by local folklore groups and communities; 

•
Regional grant program for local primary schools aimed to support music education that will result in teaching material about Horehronie folklore (Centre of Culture, Banská Bystrica);

•
Continuity of educating the public via radio: the element is a permanent part of public broadcasting: Radio Regina (programmes Studnička, Zahrajte mi túto, Hráme jubilantom, Klenotnica ľudovej hudby) and Radio Lumen (programmes Fujarôčka moja and Hudobný aperitív, Cycle Hrajteže mi, hrajte...). It regularly appears in TV show Kapura and in transmission of the main folk festivals in Slovakia. The element is occasionally presented by regional radio channels in Banská Bystrica and Brezno;

•
Further participation in the regular rubric Nehaňťe ľud môj (Don´t Blame My folks) of the important Slovak newspaper SME;  

•
Performing in programs organized by the villages concerned in cooperation with the Central Slovakia Cultural Center Banská Bystrica: Horehronské dni spevu a tanca in Heľpa (Horehronie Days of Singing and Dancing in Heľpa), Ozveny Staroslovienčiny (Echo of Old Slavic Language in Telgárt) - festival of multipart ecclesiastical singing in Telgárt, Folklore festival in Vernár, Festival Vatra zvrchovanosti in Šumiac, Folkore evening under Orlová mountain in Pohorelá, Horehronská Valaška - children’s festival in Telgárt, events in Polomka, etc.;

•
Organising new festival concentrating on the promotion of safeguarding of ICH in general: the University Folklore Ensemble Mladosť with the civic association "Za! amfiteáter" – are preparing the festival Keď som išôv cez Bystricu... (When I went through Bystrica) im summer 2016, where the ICH and possible inscription of the element into the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, will present one of the main topics of discussions;

•
The Multipart Singing of Horehronie is preserved and represented in the context of folk culture movement during national competitions (regional, county and national levels). It is performed by folklore groups, children's folklore ensembles, folklore collectives, vocal groups and soloists, children's vocal groups and soloists. The organiser and professional guarantor of the competitions is the Centre of Culture and Education in Bratislava (institutions of the Ministry of Culture) in cooperation with local Central Slovakia Cultural Centre in Banská Bystrica. 

•
Publishing audio records of single folklore groups, ensembles und vocal groups from Horehronie and other regions (f.e. the village Telgárt preparing a DVD concerning the element);

•
Further organisation of informal cultural and educational activities aimed to support the element in its natural setting.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	•
Periodic monitoring of the development of the element in connection with its inclusion on the RL of ICH of Slovakia, and in the case the element is jeopardised, the adoption of the corrective measures recommended by the Council for the Protection of ICH at the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic or CTĽK at SĽUK; 

•
Reasonable financial support of collection-building, presentation and research activities of professional institutions and sites of remembrance recognised by public authorities; 

•
Promoting digitalisation of special collections managed by institutions linked to the sites of remembrance recognized by public authorities; 

•
Financial support of the Slovak Arts Council and self-government provided for the relevant entities that contribute to safeguarding and viability of the element (promotion activities, educational projects, research, publishing, etc.) with regard to protection of the element; 

•
The Council for Protection of ICH will provide to the institutions concerned concrete recommendations based on results of detailed ethnographic, ethnological and ethno-musicological research of the element. They would take into account the recent social changes in order to prevent ossification of the element;

•
Promoting incorporation of the element into formal educational system, in particular into the subject “Regional education” at elementary schools (extrapolation of incorporating the subject into the subject “Music education” in Horehronie);

•
University education: ethnomusicology – Department of Ethnology and Ethnomusicology, Constantine the Philosopher University in Nitra; Department of Musicology, Faculty of Arts in Bratislava; Department of Musical Culture, Faculty of Education, Matej Bel University in Banská Bystrica.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures, including in terms of gender roles, and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Spontaneous singing on various occasions including family celebrations, annual customs, dancing parties and work is part of everyday life in the villages. 

During preparation of the nomination the Intangible Cultural Heritage Centre (CTĽK at SĽUK) consulted all the ideas and requirements with the communities concerned, municipalities, folklore groups, Central Slovakia Cultural Centre and expert and individuals concerned. Discussions resulted in the following safeguarding measures:

•
Communities concerned provided materials and took part on detailed ethno-musicological and ethnographic research;

•
The active folklore groups are committed to give more space to children’s groups in their performance;

•
The children's folklore festival Kolovrátok in Heľpa will be restored (Municipality of Heľpa);

•
Communities concerned will develop a greater effort to sustain the children's competition Horehronská valaška in Telgárt, which has been recently in decline;

•
Folklore groups will continue to actively present the element in their performances and participate in folklore festivals in regions located outside Central Slovakia to promote the element; 

•
The municipalities will publish the songbooks in order to capture the traditional Multipart Singing of Horehronie, but also to document local dialects, in which the songs are sung. It will contribute to preservation of local repertoires linked to the multipart singing. At present work on the song book of the village of Polomka and Telgárt is in process; the other municipalities are considering submitting relevant projects to the Slovak Arts Council;

•
Each individual concerned is willing to fully contribute to the proposed safeguarding measures, according to their capacities.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Ministry of Culture of Slovak Republic
Name and title of the contact person:

Ms. Barbora Morongová, Director of Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage and Disadvantaged , Groups, Cultural Heritage Section
Address:

Námestie SNP 33, 813 31 Bratislava, Slovak Republic
Telephone number:

+421 2 20 482 408; +421 2 204 82 476
E-mail address:
barbora.morongova@culture.gov.sk
Name of the body:
Municipality Pohorelá
Name and title of the contact person:

Ing. Jana Tkáčiková, mayor
Address:

Nová 392, 97669 Pohorelá
Telephone number:
+421 048 6196 102
E-mail address:

obec@pohorela.sk
Name of the body:
Municipality Vernár
Name and title of the contact person:

Ing. Vladimír Ondruš, mayor
Address:

Hlavná ul.171/65, 059 17 Vernár
Telephone number:

+421 903 300 955
E-mail address:

urad@vernar.sk
Name of the body:
Municipality Šumiac
Name and title of the contact person:

Mgr. Marcel Pollák, mayor
Address:

Jegorovova 414, 976 17 Šumiac
Telephone number:

+421 048 6181 318
E-mail address:

obecnyurad@sumiac.sk
Name of the body:
Municipality Heľpa
Name and title of the contact person:
Peter Hyriak, mayor
Address:

Farská 588/2, 976 68 Heľpa

Telephone number:

+421 048 6700 941
E-mail address:

helpa@helpa.sk
Name of the body:
Závadka nad Hronom
Name and title of the contact person:

Ing. Ján Tešlár, mayor
Address:

Osloboditeľov 27, 976 67 Závadka nad Hronom
Telephone number:

+421 048 6183 104
E-mail address:

obuzavadka@stonline.sk
Name of the body:
Municipality Polomka
Name and title of the contact person:

Ing. Ján Lihan, mayor
Address:

Osloboditeľov 12, 976 66 Polomka
Telephone number:

+421 048 6193 190
E-mail address:

kultura@polomka.sk
Name of the body:
Municipality Telgárt
Name and title of the contact person:

Ing. Peter Novysedlák, mayor
Address:

Telgárt 70, 976 73
Telephone number:

+421 048 6194 600
E-mail address:

starosta@telgart.eu
Name of the body:
Central Slovakia Cultural Centre
Name and title of the contact person:

Mária Palúchová, director
Address:

Dolná 35, 975 25 Banská Bystrica
Telephone number:

+421 048 412 5206
E-mail address:

paluchova@sosbb.sk


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages, including the role of gender. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The members of the Civic Association Opora Pohorelá began to consider the nomination of Multipart singing of Horehronie to the RL ICH in 2014. They were inspired by information about UNESCO and its role in safeguarding and promotion of ICH that was part of medial representations of the inscription of Music of Terchová in the RL ICH of Humanity in December 2013. During preparation of nominations to the RL ICH at national level they organised a briefing with the communities concerned, collected necessary documents together with people from the villages, and planned the next steps. 

The representatives of all 7 municipalities, civic associations (Trnky, Opora), folklore groups and the Central Slovakia Cultural Centre in Banská Bystrica as well as an ethno-musicology expert Alžbeta Lukáčová actively participated in the nomination process, especially during finalization of the nomination dossier. All the materials were collected and summarised at a meeting of ICH Centre with the representatives of the municipalities and communities in February 2016 in Pohorelá.

Volunteers came up with the idea and collected signatures of citizens in the villages of Heľpa and Pohorelá. 

All the communities, groups and individuals concerned (a ratio of approximately 1:1 for men and women) have been informed about the principles and importance of the RL of ICH, and in particular with the UNESCO Convention 2003. They will continue their activities regardless of the result of the nomination process.

Village of Pohorelá: Jaroslav Bodnárik, the author of the idea and the main coordinator of the nomination process on the side of the communities concerned; Jana Tkáčiková; Ján Pompura; Dana Bodnáriková; Jozef Terek; and Ján Kopráš – collecting materials, administration, moral support. 

Village of Vernár: Vladimír Ondruš, Vladimír Šifra st., Vladimír Šifra ml. - collecting photo materials, administration, moral support.

Village of Telgárt: Mária Knižková - collecting photo materials, moral support.

Village of Šumiac: Marcel Pollák, Šimon Károly, Peter Hrabovský - collecting materials, moral support.

Village of Heľpa: Mária Kemková, Peter Hyriak, Mária Latináková - collecting materials, moral support.

Village of Závadka nad Hronom: Ján Tešlár, Marek Pribylina, Miroslav Gandžala - collecting materials.

Village of Polomka: Zuzana Pompurová, Marta Pisárová -- collecting materials. 

Civic Association OPORA Pohorelá was established in 2002. Its aim is to preserve, document, and promote the tradition, knowledge, artistic skills, as well as social and cultural phenomena associated with them, with an emphasis on multipart singing. 

The Central Slovakia Cultural Centre as the main organiser and coordinator provided information about dramaturgic plans of the festivals Horehronské dni spevu a tanca v Heľpe and Ozveny staroslovienčiny pod Kráľovou hoľou (in the past and future) as well as single concerts supporting the Multipart Singing of Horehronie.

The female vocal group Trnki at Civic Association Trnky was founded in 2004. The members are women and girls from Banská Bystrica, who were born in the villages of Telgárt, Šumiac and Pohorelá. They collect traditional songs in the villages, but also do archival research. The group provided valuable material related to the current state of the element, which is necessary for future planning of safeguarding.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The coordinators (CTĽK at SĽUK) and the concerned communities discussed the nomination of the Multipart Singing of Horehronie to the RL of ICH of Humanity, its importance and responsibilities, arising from the possible inscription already before. After 28th January 2016, the Inscription of the Multipart Singing of Horehronie to the RL of ICH of Slovakia, they organised joint meetings directly in the villages. 

Inhabitants of some villages proposed the idea to gather signatures to support the nomination. The initiative was taken up by volunteers. There is balanced gender and age proportion of the members of the communities concerned, the consents comprise male, female and mixed vocal groups, mixed members of the folklore ensembles in the cities. In Heľpa village 139 women and 46 men signed the petition, in Pohorelá 85 women and 40 men signed the petition.

Free, prior and informed consents are provided in written form as well as in a short video. They reflect the interconnection of the municipalities as founders of the local folklore groups with the folklore groups themselves.

•
Villages: Heľpa – FG Heľpan (including petition and video), Polomka – FG Brezinky (including a common video with Závadka village), Telgárt – FG Telgárt (including video), Pohorelá – FG Kráľova Hoľa (including petition), Šumiac (including video), Vernár – FG Vernár, Závadka – FG Závačan (including a common video with Polomka);

•
Folklore groups from villages of Šumiac - Šumiačan, Závadka nad Hronom – Zavačan; 

•
Civic Association Opora Pohorelá;

•
Civic Association Trnky – female vocal group Trnki; 

•
Folklore Ensemble Mostár; 

•
Folklore Ensemble Mladosť;

•
Central Slovakia Cultural Centre in Banská Bystrica.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words 

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	There exist no customary practices that would prevent access to the element. It is not necessary to take any measures to ensure restricted access to the element. 

In terms of intellectual property rights there is the protection of copyright and rights related to copyright, as amended). Singing is an artistic performance and it is governed by legislation related to the rights of an artist on copyright, guaranteeing the rights of the performers to agree with the recording and public distribution. Audiovisual records are linked to the rights of their producers (e.g. the right to grant permission for public dissemination). The protection of performers and producers of recordings is governed in Slovak Republic by Act No. 185/2015 Coll. of the Copyright Act. On the other hand, there is no copyright protection (or any other legislative protection) related to sheer work of traditional folk culture (the folk song). 

Personal data of the performers are subject to protection in terms of Act Nr. 122/2013 Coll. under the Act No. 84/2014 Coll. on the Protection of Personal Data and its amendments. 


	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity

b. 
Name and title of the contact person

c. 
Address

d. 
Telephone number

e. 
E-mail

f. 
Other relevant information

	Name of the entity:
Civic Association Opora Pohorelá
Name and title of the contact person:Jaroslav Bodnárik, chair


Address: kpt. Nálepku 291, 976 69 Pohorelá
Telephone number: +421 903 933 659
E-mail: j.bodnarik@aditex.eu
Name of the entity:
Civic Association Trnky, female vocal group Trnki
Name and title of the contact person: Tatiana Salajová, leader


Address: Pod Rybou 4, 974 01 Banská Bystrica
Telephone number: +421 903 555 519
E-mail: salajova@sosbb.sk
Name of the entity:
Folklore ensemble Mostár 
Name and title of the contact person: Peter Daxner, director


Address: Švermova 7, 977 01 Brezno
Telephone number: +421 917 134 467
E-mail: riaditel@fs-mostar.com  
Name of the entity: Folklore ensemble Šumiačan
Name and title of the contact person: MVDr. Šimon Karoly, leader
Address: Partizánska 344, 976 71 Šumiac

Telephone number: 
E-mail: mon.cub@gmail.com

Name of the entity: Flk ensemble Zavačan
Name and title of the contact person: Ing. Ján Tešlár, mayor of the village Závadka nad Hronom
Address: Osloboditeľov 27, 976 67 Závadka nad Hronom

Telephone number: +421 048 6183 104

E-mail: obuzavadka@stonline.sk
Name of the entity: UFE Mladosť
Name and title of the contact person: Mgr. Art. Martin Urban, PhD., artistic director and choreographer
Address: Univerzita Mateja Bela v Banskej Bystrici, Komenského 20, 974 01 Bratislava

Telephone number: 

E-mail: ufsmladost@atlas.sk, janka.petrovicova@umb.sk

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

a. Indicate below: 
· when the element has been included in the inventory, which should be prior to the submission of the nomination to the Secretariat (31 March),
· its reference, 
· the inventory in which the element has been included, 
· the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory,

· how the inventory has been drawn up ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11(b) of the Convention), and including in terms of the role of gender 
· how the inventory is regularly updated (Article 12 of the Convention).

b. Documentary evidence shall also be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different. The extract should be, for example, the inventory record or file for the nominated element, including its description, location, community(ies), viability, and so on. It may be complemented by a reference below to a functioning hyperlink through which such an inventory may be accessed, but the hyperlink alone is not sufficient.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Representative List of ICH of Slovakia is part of the Programme of Care for the Traditional Folk Culture issued by the Ministry of Culture of the SR in 2007 and updated for the period till 2020 on 7th January 2015. The Intangible Cultural Heritage Centre (CTĽK at SĽUK) serves as the specialised agency that coordinates and administrates the process. 

Proposals for the inscription of individual elements are submitted by communities, groups, non-governmental organisations, but also by individuals, usually once a year. They participate actively in the preparation of the nomination.

After the examination of the formal issues, the nomination is assessed by a Board of experts for the evaluation of the nomination to the “National List”. The members of the Board are appointed by the Minister of Culture according to the proposal of Council for the Protection of ICH consisting of representatives of local governments, institutions engaged in the protection of ICH on a professional level, experts, media etc. The Board presents its recommendation to the Minister of Culture.  

On 30th June 2015, the Board examined also the element of the Multipart Singing of Horehronie and recommended the inscription of the element on the National List.

The official declaration took place at solemn ceremony at the Ministry of Culture on 28th January 2016 by presenting members of the community with the certificate and by the inscription in the Book of Elements under the entry CTLK-RZ-NKD-2014/02.

The National List:

http://www.ludovakultura.sk/index.php?id=5953 (eng)

http://www.ludovakultura.sk/index.php?id=5 (sk)

	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	
documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of concerned community is other than English or French


documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different


10 recent photographs in high definition


cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)


edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French


cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audio-visual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	Ambrózová, Jana - Lukáčová, Alžbeta - Salajová, Tatiana: Horehronie a Gemer - Malohont, Bratislava 2009.

Burlasová, Soňa: Ľudové balady na Horehroní, Bratislava 1969.

Burlasová, Soňa: Ľudová pieseň na Horehroní, Bratislava 1987. 
Demo, Ondrej: Z klenotnice slovenských ľudových piesní, Bratislava 1981.
Mjartan, Ján (Ed.): Horehronie. Kultúra a spôsob života ľudu, Bratislava 1974.

Electronic sources:

• programme Nehaňte ľud môj of the newspaper SME (f.e. http://tv.sme.sk/v/18916/cujte-najmocnejsie-hlasy-na-slovensku.html

Information from social networks:

• FE Vernár - https://www.facebook.com/pages/FSkVern%C3%A1r/108749175869478?fref=ts,

• FE Telgárt - https://www.facebook.com/groups/110163902341570/?fref=ts,
• FE Šumiačan - https://www.facebook.com/pages/Folkl%C3%B3rny-s%C3%BAbor-%C5%A0umia%C4%8Dan/51688470237?fref=ts,

• FG Kráľova hoľa - https://www.facebook.com/groups/kralovahola/?fref=ts,

• FG Heľpan - https://www.facebook.com/groups/106748112706338/?ref=ts&fref=ts,

• FG Závačan - https://www.facebook.com/groups/371730312904536/?fref=ts,

• FG Brezinky from Polomka - https://www.facebook.com/Brezinky?fref=ts,

• Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/772035252856209/.

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Mr. Marek Maďarič
Title:
Minister of Culture of the Slovak Republic
Date:
24 March 2016
Signature:
<signed>


	Name(s), title(s) and signature(s) of other official(s)  (For multi-national nominations only)
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