Permanent Delegation of Brazil to UNESCO

No. 372021

The Permanent Delegation of Brazil to UNESCO presents its complements to the
UNESCO’s Assistant Director-General for Communication and Information (ADG-CI) and has
the honour to refer to the request for updated information on safety of journalists in Brazil.

In response, the Permanent Delegation of Brazil to UNESCO wishes to transmit, below,
information received from the Ministry of Justice and Public Security (MJSP) and the Ministry
for Women, Family and Human Rights (MMFDH). You may also find attached information
received from the Brazilian National Council of the Public Prosecutor Office as well as list of
cases of killings of journalists with updated information.

Information received from MMFDH:

“It is worth highlighting the work of the Ministry for Women, Family and Human Rights
(MMFDH) in the promotion and protection of the rights of journalists and communicators. The
National Policy for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, under Decree No. 6.044/2007,
Ministerial Ordinance No. 300/2018 and Decree No. 9,937/2019, monitors and articulates
actions and protection, prevention and conflict resolution measures. It is noteworthy that the
objectives and actions of the Human Rights Defenders Protection Program, Communicators
and Environmentalists (PPDDH) are based on institutional articulation, aiming at strengthening
the fight in defense of human rights and the commitment of institutional actors to act, within
the scope of their competences, in order to stop or minimize the risk context.

Protective measures are articulated to ensure that the defender, communicator or
environmentalist remains in his/her place of work; to guarantee on-site visits at the defender's
place of performance to preliminary analysis of cases and threats; realization of public dispute
resolution hearings; dissemination of the defender's activities and the protection program;
articulation with entities involved in solving threats; monitoring of investigations and
complaints; monitoring through periodic on-site visits to verify situations of risk and threat;
provisional withdrawal of the defender from his/her place of work, in exceptional and urgent
cases; and the articulation with forces of state security for police protection in cases of serious
risk.

It is evident that the PPDDH service methodology presupposes the submission of demand for
program inclusion, requiring the completion of some requirements, such as: voluntary
inclusion, representing a community representative and recognition as a legitimate
representative of this community, and a connection between the threat suffered and the
applicant's activities as a human rights defender.

It is noteworthy that currently the PPDDH is run through an agreement between the Federal
Government of Brazil and the states of Minas Gerais, Bahia, Par4, Pernambuco, Rio de Janeiro,



Permanent Delegation of Brazil to UNESCO
Cearéd and Maranhdao. In the states of Mato Grosso and Amazonas, Paraiba and Rio Grande do
Sul, the state program is in being implemented.

In states where no program has been implemented yet, the cases of human rights defenders are
accompanied by a Federal Technical Team, which is directly linked to the General Coordination
of the PPDDH and the National Secretariat for Global Protection of the MMFDH, operating
nationwide, making it possible to meet the demands received concerning human rights
defenders throughout Brazil.

With regard to actions related to communicators, there has been improvement of policy, by
editing the Ordinance No. 300/2018 (changed Ordinance No. 399/2017), which provides for
the regulation of the Program of Protection of Human Rights Defenders, Communicators and
Environmentalists within the MMFDH. According to Article 2. of the Ordinance, "for the
purposes of this Ordinance, it is considered human rights defender: (..) II — social
communicator performing regularly social communication activities, whether on a professional
or personal basis, albeit unpaid, disseminating information that aims to promote and defend
human rights and that, as a result of his/her actions, is experiencing threats or violence aimed
at to constrain or inhibit his/her performance”.

The Program and its Deliberative Council were formally established by Decree No. 8742/2016,
later revoked by Decree No. 9,937/2019 which, among other provisions, named the Program of
Protection of Human Rights Defenders, Communicators and Environmentalists, changing the
previous nomenclature, explaining and reaffirming the priority of the Brazilian State regarding
the protection of communicators and environmentalists.

It is the purpose of the MMFDH to publicize the availability of the protective monitoring of
threatened journalists/communicators, due to their work in defense of human rights in the
country. In this regard, measures have been taken to ensure dissemination and access to online
information and protection measures to journalists and their sources in the digital space. The
MMFDH platform provides information about the Protection Program, forms of inclusion,
target audience, decree and norms related, as well as the possibility of requesting direct entering
under the protective policy through the Federal Government services platform (Gov.br),
specifically the PPDDH link.”

Information received from the MJSP:

"The General Coordination for Social Policies (CGPS) has the task of developing policies,
programs and projects related to public safety, especially oriented to social integration, to
promote participatory public safety management; to the implementation of preventive police
models; and to prioritize vulnerable groups.

There are several projects developed under this General Coordination, including the role of the
community police in the Federative Units; the Project of Prevention of Domestic and Family
Violence against Women (ProMulher), which currently transversally encompasses other
programs aimed at fighting homicides and other violent crimes within the scope of the National
Secretariat of Public Security (Senasp/MJSP). In addition, the Secretariat has been elaborated
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guidelines to federative states for assistance to vulnerable groups, including training of public
security agents.

It should be noted that federative entities such as states and municipalities are autonomous legal
entities according to the Brazilian Constitution, entitled to self-organization and legislation,
self-government and self-administration. That is why it is extremely important to disseminate
good practices of investigations by the state police, so that information about ongoing
investigations under the responsibility of the federative units is made available by the Brazilian
State.

A Technical Cooperation Agreement is to be signed between the MJSP (through the National
Public Security Secretariat) and the MMFDH for the exchange of information aiming at the
improvement of the protective measures under the Victim Protection and Threatened Witnesses
Program - PROVITA, the Protection Program to Human Rights Defenders, Communicators
and Environmentalists - PPDDH and the Protection Program for Children and Adolescents
Threatened with Death - PPCAAM.”

The Brazilian government grants authorization to the Secretariat of UNESCO for the
publication of relevant information on the Organization's website.

The Permanent Delegation of Brazil to UNESCO avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to UNESCO’s Assistant Director-General for Communication and Information (ADG-
CI) the assurances of its highest consideration.
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To the Assistant Director-General for Communication and Information (ADG-CI).
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