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World Digital Library and UNESCO 

• Initiative of Dr. Billington (2005) 

• Agreement (2007) 

• Launch of WDL in Paris (2009) 

• Content Selection Criteria or Philosophy  

• 2 annual World Digital Library partners’ 
meetings 

• 4th MoW Congress and Warsaw Declaration 
and Recomendations 



Initiative of Dr. J.H. Billington (2005) 
and Agreement (2007) 

 
 

 

 



Content selection group 

• Second meeting, in Cairo 
Jan. 2009. 

• Discussion of content 
selection Criteria. 

• Selection Philosophy. 

• Role of national 
committees. 

• Integration with UNESCO 
memory of the world 
and other national 
memory of... 



Sources for the History of 
Humanity 

• Partner institutions are especially invited to 
contribute  items or collections from their holdings 
that are included in the Memory of the World 
Registry. 

• WDL selection guidelines may be reviewed and 
enhanced over time, with particular reference to the 
"Memory of the World" guidelines. 

• Prior to final selection, partner institutions are 
requested to submit information, on a standard 
template , describing the collection of material 
proposed for submission, its importance, size, 
intellectual property status, and so forth. 

 



Launch of WDL in Paris (2009) 
 

 

 



Content Selection Criteria or 
Philosophy  

 



Two annual World Digital Library 
partners’ meetings (2010, 2011) 

http://project.wdl.org/meeting_2011/pictures/2011_wdl_meeting_pictures/content/index_3.html


World Digital Library                 www.wdl.org 

Language of pages viewed: 2011 
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Where are they? 

  



 

Most popular items 
•Map of Spain and Portugal… 
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/1169  
National Library of Brazil 
 
Sweden Ancient and Modern 
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/3036  
National Library of Sweden 
 
Teresa Cristina Maria, Empress  
and Consort of Pedro II… 
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/209  
National Library of Brazil 
 
Aesop's Fables 
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/28  
Library of Congress 
 
Map of St. Augustine… 
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/202  
Library of Congress 

•Description of Egypt: Antiquities… 
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/80 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina 
 
Codex Gigas 
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/3042   
National Library of Sweden 
 
First Nerchinsk Regiment of  
Zabaikal Cossack Troops 
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/18   
Russian State Library 
 
Maps of Ezo, Sakhalin, and  
Kuril Islands 
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/3   
Library of Congress 
 
Antietam, Maryland. Allan  
Pinkerton, President Lincoln… 
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/1 
Library of Congress 
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Map of Spain and Portugal… 

National Library of Brazil 

 

Teresa Cristina Maria, Empress  

and Consort of Pedro II… 

National Library of Brazil 

 

Sweden Ancient and Modern 

National Library of Sweden 

 

Map of St. Augustine… 

Library of Congress 

 

Codex Gigas 

National Library of Sweden 

 

Antietam, Maryland. Allan  

Pinkerton, President Lincoln… 

Library of Congress 
 

The Light of the Eyes and the Enlightened 

Landscape of Vision 

National Library and Archives of Egypt 
 

Chola Woman, Full-Length Portrait, 

Standing, Facing Right, La Paz, Bolivia 

Library of Congress 
 

The Bible 

Bavarian State Library 
 

Description of Egypt: Antiquities… 

Bibliotheca Alexandrina 
 

 

 



MoW 4th 
Congress 

WARSAW DECLARATION 
• RECOMMENDATIONS 
seeking further opportunities 

for developing cooperation 
between the UNESCO 
Memory of the World 
Programme and the World 
Digital Library, and other 
projects and organisations 
concerned with documentary 
heritage, so that strong 
networks may be 
established, assistance be 
provided, and the worldwide 
profile of the Programme be 
raised;  
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Urges all Member States to:  

 

 work towards strengthening the links between 
the Memory of the World Registers and the 
World Digital Library, and other similar 
initiatives;  

 



MoW in WDL 

• 85 objects relating to UNESCO registers 

• 47 MoW (international register), the rest 
representing, World Heritage sites, couple 
Intangible Heritage objects 

• Some amount of objects from national or/and 
regional registers. From Latvia – 20 objects (2 
nominations) 































Other registers 

• World Heritage sites 

• Intangible Heritage 









Implementation of UNESCO Memory of the 
World Programme at National Level  

Survey Results  

Summary  

April 



Chapter 6 – Main activities, promotion 
and impact of the Memory of the 

World Programme 

 In this subchapter promotion of MoW 
Programme and nominations inscribed upon 
its registers by institutions in UNESCO 
Member States is described. The lack of 
cooperation with World Digital Library is 
pointed out and at the end the general impact 
of the Programme at national level is 
introduced shortly 



Cooperation with World Digital 
Library 

„The WDL Content Selection Working Group initially developed 
broad guidelines for selection. In addition, WDL partners 
worked to include important and culturally significant content 
about every UNESCO member country. The content is in a 
variety of formats and languages, from different places and 
time periods. The WDL focuses on significant primary 
materials, including manuscripts, maps, rare books, 
recordings, films, prints, photographs, architectural drawings, 
and other types of primary sources. One of the WDL's 
content objectives will be to work closely with UNESCO's 
Memory of the World program to make publicly accessible 
digital versions of these collections.” 
 



Nevertheless, usually UNESCO NatComs or National MoW 
Committees do not cooperate directly with World Digital 
Library and it is done by other national institutions, for 
instance, national libraries 

• Jamaica – WDL cooperation partner at national level is the 
National Library of Jamaica; 

• Latvia – WDL cooperation partner at national level is the 
National Library of Latvia (“the first publicly available 
information at the World Digital Library concerning the 
Latvian documentary heritage is available since 2012”); 

• Mexico – the cooperation is at the starting phase (“Yes. We 
are beginning the cooperation.”), cooperation partner is not 
specified.  



E. Promotion and cooperation issues 

E.1. Observation: Most of the UNESCO Member States have not established 
cooperation with the World Digital Library (WDL) for promoting awareness and 
accessibility of documents inscribed in the National MoW Register.  

 Reflection: For the sake of raising the public awareness about the inscriptions 
upon international, regional and national MoW Registers, the World Digital Library 
is very useful tool. Therefore, it is surprising that so few UNESCO Member States 
take an advantage of this project – only respondents from Latvia, Jamaica, Mexico 
report that there is some cooperation with WDL established as well as other seven 
UNESCO Member States have expressed their interest for cooperation with WDL. 
Actually the possibility to inscribe a documentary heritage in the World Digital 
Library could be very attractive benefit for the owners or custodians of the 
documentary heritage to consider the possibility to prepare nominations for any of 
the MoW Registers.   

Certainly this cooperation between UNESCO and the World Digital Library has not 
been emphasized enough. UNESCO do not have a  lot of resources which could 
help UNESCO Member States to implement the MoW Programme at the national 
level, therefore it would be advisable to advertise this benefit of the MoW 
Programme more actively.  



Some possible reasons  

 

• Broad priorities of WDL (Arabic Scientific 
Manuscripts and books, Chinese Rare Books and 
Manuscripts, Mesoamerican Codices, Sub-Saharan 
Africa, Former Soviet Republics/Eurasia etc.) 

• Not clear focus between “best representation each 
member state” v. most important or/and interesting 
themes/topics 

• Different levels of ICT capacity un digitalisation 
policies in member states  

 

 

 



Diversity of parallel activities – 

digital libs, portals and aggregators 
 

• Europeana 

• The European Library 

• Global Memory Net 

• Ahlul Bayt DILP  

• Chinese Text Project 

• Digital Library of India 

• Digital Public Library of America 

• Google Books 

• Miguel de Cervantes Virtual Library 

• Project Runeberg 

• etc. 



Recomendation to UNESCO HQ 

  

 To promote more actively the possibility to 
cooperate with WDL. One of the WDL's 
content objectives will be to work closely 
with UNESCO's Memory of the World program 
to make publicly accessible digital versions of 
these collections. 



For UNESCO and WDL 

  

 To evaluate how WDL could be used in 
education system for learning about general 
events of the history of the world and 
processes as well as regional and national 
course of events. Further a special section in 
WDL called “WDL for schools” with user 
friendly interface for youth and teachers could 
be created. 



Recomendation to NatComs 

 To take advantage and cooperate with WDL in order to 
promote research and to raise the recognition of the national 
documentary heritage in international level. Although, most 
probably UNESCO NatComs and National MoW Committees 
won’t be the direct cooperation partners for the WDL, 
nevertheless UNESCO NatComs could explore this cooperation 
possibility provided by UNESCO and the Library of Congress 
more actively. UNESCO NatComs and/or National MoW 
Committees could strive to inform national memory 
institutions about this opportunity and to convince them to 
cooperate with WDL in order to provide necessary content 
about national documentary heritage treasures in the quality 
based and international data base. 
 



Some practical recomendations 

• Establishing of permanent network between NatCom, 
National MoW Committee, memory and academic 
institutions 

• If it is necessary, identifying one leading (contact) 
institution for representation in WDL  

• Providing presentations and training professionals on 
behalf of MoW and WDL 

• Supporting inclusion in WDL items from National 
Registers 

• Coordination activities in framework of national policy 
for digitalisation of documentary heritage  

• My suggestion is to add to the scope of criteria for 
evaluation of proposal for inscription in global, regional 
and national registers paragraph about readiness to 
cooperate with WDL 

 



 


