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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

It is my pleasure to be sanding before you today discussing the 
direction of the media, an industry I have served passionately 
for many years. Today is a critical time to reflect on our past and 
shape our future.  

I speak on this day with unmeasurable joy not because it is our 
day but because, despite what we have gone through all these 
years of our career, we are still here-being able to share our 
experiences and transform the media industry, particularly, in 
serving public interest better. 

My work for free speech has made me a better journalist – but 
above all it has taught me to be a responsible citizen of the 
world. I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
Chilean journalist, Mónica González Mujica, a heroine of the 
struggle against dictatorship in her country upon winning the 
2010 UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize.  

Her courage in shining the light on the dark side of Chile 
teaches us the very basics of responsible journalism and 
challenges us to embody the very spirit of determination in the 
campaign to create change even if it means enduring attacks, jail 
terms, torture, and injustice.  

The award comes at a moment when journalism has become 
extra independent. However, this transformation is largely 



affected by governments, and some individuals who are 
unwilling to understand and accept our role in society. As a 
result, we are losing lives and perishing in jails.  

But I should emphasise that the intrinsic power of the media is 
giving corrupt, authoritarian leaders and selfish individuals in 
power sleepless nights. We are no longer sleeping with both 
eyes closed. Ladies and Gentlemen, as a constant watchdog, 
leaders have run out excuses for bad governance and abuse of 
institutions. We will continue to expose such evil and cause 
positive change.  

The Rwandan scenario 

In the African picture, today i will start with the Rwandan 
scenario. Rwanda is a tiny east African state widely known for 
the infamous genocide that led to massive killing of about 
800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus in 1994.The media has been 
seriously blamed for fuelling the mayhem. Sixteen years after 
the genocide, however, the government of President Paul 
Kagame has failed to create an environment for responsible 
journalism. 

In fact, according to CPJ records, about 16 journalists have been 
murdered since 1992. As I speak, President Kagame has ordered 
the suspension of two independent weeklies Umuseso and 
Umuvugizi through the Media High Council just months prior to 
presidential elections set for August this year.  

The duo was accused of insulting the head of state, inciting the 
police and army to insubordination, and creating fear among the 
public.  

Government violated articles 16, 73, 82, 83, 84 and 94 of the 
media law. The law, in the aforementioned articles, states that 
before a paper is suspended for six months, it is warned, and 
then handed two months before the final decision. 



One of the newspapers had never been summoned by the Media 
Council over the issues raised in the suspension decision while 
on the case of the second newspaper; the verdict was not only 
illegal but also extreme.    

These are some of the common forms of government against 
independent media in Kigali. They are politically motivated 
charges preferred against a helpless estate and in most cases-
such media houses never have a chance to open again. Some of 
the victimised journalists have fled for their lives but others are 
standing their ground-praying for a miraculous change of 
decision.    

And this has remained the strategy mostly applied by the ruling 
Rwanda Patriotic Front to silence alternative voices critical of 
the regime in a country whose media is heavily censored under 
the President Kagame-led authoritarian government.    

Rwanda's genocide ideology legislation among other laws 
limiting free speech are drafted in such ambiguity that it is 
virtually impossible in 2 out of 10 articles, not to be accused of 
insulting the head of state, inciting others to violence, or 
denying the genocide if a journalist criticises the RPF's policies 
and practices.  

President Kagame’s intolerance of critical media has led to the 
closure of a string of newspapers and radios such as Journal 
Afrique, Umuco, The Weekly Post, RFI and Rugari. Due to 
financial starvation from government and private sector, most 
newspapers have become spontaneous publications. Those that 
have failed to reach a compromise on shifting their editorial line 
in favour of government are on the brink of collapse.  

For a government whose commander-in-chief of the armed 
forces’ confidence has been shattered by a French judge’s 
indictments, the military has become increasingly aggressive 
against independent press. In 2006, the French judge accused 
Rwandan President Paul Kagame for helping start the genocide 
because of his alleged complicity in the rocket attack of April 6, 



1994, that killed Rwanda’s Hutu president Juvenal 
Habyarimana—the spark for the massacre.  

Furious, Kagame shut down the French Embassy, kicked out the 
ambassador, ordered Radio France Internationale off the air in 
Rwanda, and closed the local French cultural centre. He has 
maintained the aggressive mood since the incident even ordering 
government institutions not to give commercials to private 
critical media during the infamous 2007 Akagera leadership 
retreat.  

Now, as the country prepares for presidential elections this year 
with its crippled opposition, the Rwandan government will do 
everything within its means to suppress voices of independent 
journalists.   

Most independent Rwandan journalists have been rendered 
stateless, a situation that has forced them into exile in various 
countries across Africa, the United States, Europe and Australia. 
Some have paid with their lives while others are who were not 
able to make it out of the country are languishing in jails.  

The independent media in Rwanda is going through the worst 
repressive situations seen in the 21st century in a country 
shielded in silence for fear of persecution. For journalists 
detained for their work, I should assure you we are watching 
your back and for those in exile, Aluta continua because we 
have a right to know. 

SOMALIA, DRCONGO, ERITREA, ETHIOPIA 

 The scale of human suffering in Somalia and the DRCongo is 
incomprehensible. Hundreds have been displaced from their 
homes; civilians are dying at the hands of selfish warlords. For 
some children, conflict is the only life they have lived since they 
were born. Death has become part of daily life and desolation 
has remained a companion for hundreds of thousands of people 
watching their loved ones die in senseless wars. Gunmen are on 
rampage especially in eastern DRCongo, hunting journalists. I 



lost courageous journalists like Bapuwa Mwamba, Serge 
Masheshe, Patrick Kikulu wilungula, Didace Namujimbo on the 
frontline to senseless gunmen. 

Authorities still censor coverage of armed conflict and human 
rights violations in the mineral-rich eastern Kivu provinces. 
Insecurity still reigns in the volatile region, despite the presence 
of a United Nations peacekeeping force.  

Children in this theatre of battle have taken war to be ordinary 
life. In such situations I have always asked myself: What can I 
do to change the senseless loss of human life? The answer is, I’ll 
tell the truth until the victims can enjoy a new lease of life, no 
matter the consequences. 

I am aware that this is not the best decision for one to take in life 
but it is a risk worth taking if the world is to register reasonable 
restoration of dignity for humankind. 

We are threatened, harassed, and imprisoned. Jails are always 
open to receive us— waiting for anyone who dares to tell the 
truth. For many – including myself – we have not yet been 
weakened. But sadly, others have lost the battle, often paying 
the highest price with their lives. 

Statistics from advocates of press freedom indicate that 805 
Journalists have lost their lives since 1992. Among the 20 
Deadliest Countries are: Iraq, Sri Lanka, Philippines, 
Afghanistan, Russia, Colombia, Pakistan. It is a shame that 
Algeria, Rwanda, Sierra Leone and Angola still top the African 
list of killers. DRCongo, Ethiopia, Gambia, Madagascar, Niger, 
Nigeria, Somalia, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe hold humiliating 
records to exiling journalists.  

From Somalia, Ehtiopia to Sudan, the governments are further 
curtailing the limited freedom of these countries’s small number 
of independent newspapers. The governments are enacting harsh 
legislation that criminalized coverage of vaguely defined 
“terrorist” activities, and uses administrative restrictions, 



criminal prosecutions, and imprisonments to induce self-
censorship.  

Actually the Ethiopian government has detained two 
government TV journalists on allegations of misusing state 
property. Editor Haileyesus Worku and reporter Abdulsemed 
Mohammed of Ethiopian Radio and Television Agency (ERTA) 
have not been formally charged since their arrests. After five 
years, Eritrean journalists still jailed in secret prisons without 
due judicial process.  Ten years after Eritrea’s brutal crackdown 
on the independent press, the whereabouts of 13 journalists held 
incommunicado in secret jails and two other journalists forced 
into extended military service is unknown. Critical information 
about the jailed journalists—most of whom were arrested in a 
September 18, 2001, crackdown—has become nearly impossible 
to access obtain from official sources in Africa’s most 
repressive country. Sources have revealed that they are locked in 
brutal prison conditions. Presidential spokesman Yemane 
Gebremeskel insists the journalists were imprisoned because of 
“acts against the national interest.” But President Isaias 
Afewerki’s government has failed to produce evidence adduced 
to that effect, if there is any. 

The international community (donors) must force President 
Afewerki to release those journalists kept in solitary 
confinement for 10 years. Pressure should also be mounted on 
Rwandan President Paul Kagame to respect media freedom and 
restore the rule of law if the August presidential elections are to 
be free and fair.  

Meanwhile the Somali leader Sharif Ahmed and Ethiopian and 
his Ethiopian counterpart Meles Zenawi must respect 
institutions. They should impose harsh penalties on killers of 
journalists. Also, there is an urgent need for these leaders to 
revisit their current repressive media legal regime and allow for 
improved access to information.  



A UN facilitated investigation must be launched in DRCongo 
especially in the volatile east to identify killers of journalists, 
and also ensure that families of those journalists killed in their 
quest for the right to know get the justice they deserve.  

I would like to thank Freedom House, the International 
Federation of Journalists, Amnesty International, Human Rights 
Watch, and Committee to protect journalists, Reporters without 
borders, International Freedom of Expression exchange, and the 
Doha Centre for Media Freedom among others for your 
relentless efforts in the fight for the right to freedom of 
information. 

But it is here also that i would like to request advocates of press 
freedom across the world to extend more financial support to 
exiled journalists in order to improve their conditions of living 
as well as facilitate their resettlement in cases where lives are 
seriously endangered.  

Finally, more operational material such as bullet proofs and Hi-
tech audio and video accessories should be supplied to 
journalists in conflict zones to reduce casualties of war while at 
the same time improving quality and flow of information in 
these conflict zones-where media houses are constrained 
financially. 

Thank you for your attention ladies and gentlemen 

 

For more Information: 

www.rwandainfo.com 

www.cpj.org 

www.rsf.org 

www.slate.com 

http://www.rwandainfo.com/�
http://www.cpj.org/�
http://www.rsf.org/�
http://www.slate.com/�


www.thestar.com 

www.ethiopianism.net 

www.ifex.com 

Allan, Thompson (2007) ‘The media and the Rwanda 
genocide’ 

Kagame hits ‘East African’: Expression Today (May 1, 
2010).   

http://www.thestar.com/�
http://www.ethiopianism.net/�
http://www.ifex.com/�

