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1.  Due to the current Covid-19 health crisis and following the decision of the Bureau of the 
Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme, the 32nd Session of the International Co-ordinating 
Council of the MAB Programme (MAB-ICC) was held virtually on 27 and 28 October 2020.  
   
2.  A total of 273 participants, including representatives of the following Members of the MAB 
Council as elected by the UNESCO General Conference at its 39th and 40th sessions, attended 
the session: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Colombia, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, El Salvador, Estonia, 
France, Germany, Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Luxembourg, Maldives, 
Mexico, the Republic of Moldova, Morocco, Nigeria, Oman, Peru, Republic of Korea, Russian 
Federation, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, Vietnam and 
Zambia. Observers from the following Member States were registered: Afghanistan, Andorra, 
Angola, Armenia, Bahrein, Belarus, Benin, Burkina Faso, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Cameroun, 
Comoros, Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Gabon, Guatemala, 
Holy See, Honduras, Jamaica, Japan, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Lithuania, Madagascar, Malaysia, 
Mozambique, Myanmar, , Netherlands, Nicaragua, Niger, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Rwanda, 
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, 
Switzerland, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America and Zimbabwe. 
 
3.  Representatives from Asia-Pacific MAB Youth Network, Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH (Germany), Terra-Sana environmental consulting 
(Germany) and Project RBT-WAP/GIC-WAP (Niger) were present. 
   
4. The full list of the participants is presented in Annex 1 to this report.   

  
I.  Opening by the Chair of the MAB-ICC  
  
5.  Before the official opening, the newly elected Chair Mr Adepoju Adeshola gave a floor to 
the MAB Secretary Mr Miguel Clüsener-Godt in order to provide key technical information to 
participants on aspects to conduct this online session. The MAB Secretary welcomed all the 
participants and pointed out that it is the first time that the MAB-ICC is held virtually 
and emphasized that all will be done to have a successful meeting. He mentioned training 
sessions having been done prior the Council in order to handle best the 32nd online session. 
He also shared the list of best practices and technical information best use of the online 
platform. Mr Clüsener-Godt further explained that it is an open meeting so there is also a high 
number of observers. By recalling of not easy Covid-19 situation but in the same time an 
enthusiasm of all the MAB community and entire UNESCO he passed the floor to the Chair to 
open the 32nd Session of MAB-ICC   
 
6.  The elected Chair of the MAB International Coordinating Council (MAB-ICC), Mr Adepoju 
Adeshola from Nigeria provided an opening speech, welcoming all participants to the 32nd session 
of the MAB Council and giving his appreciations to the UNESCO’s Director-General – Mme 
Audrey Azoulay, Assistant Director General for Natural Sciences – Mme Shamila Nair-Bedouelle, 
Bureau Members, Member States and particularly, the MAB Secretariat for organizing this virtual 
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meeting. He recalled that this is the first of its kind in the history of MAB-ICC, though it was 
originally scheduled to physically take place in Nigeria.   
  
7.   The Chair pointed out that the pandemic has revolutionized traditional meetings with 
virtual meetings. He recalled that forty-nine years ago, in 1971, the first iconic session of the MAB-
ICC took place in Paris. Then, the general overview of MAB programme was centered on 
interdisciplinary programme of research dedicated to an ecological approach to the study of 
interrelationships between man and the environment.  Inclusively, one of the cardinal objectives 
of the programme then was to predict the consequences of today’s actions on tomorrow’s world 
and thereby increase human’s ability to manage efficiently our natural resources.  In this regard, 
he highlighted that today we are all living with one of the consequences of our actions on the 
environment – the Covid-19 pandemic outbreak.   
  
8.  He mentioned that global record indicates over 42 million people infected by Covid-19 with 
over 1.2 million deaths, aside from the social, economic, environmental impacts.  He also 
highlighted that the pandemic has disrupted many international treaties, meetings, and 
negotiations for the conservation of biodiversity most of which has been postponed. But ultimately, 
the pandemic has allowed us to ponder on the interdependence between humanity and 
biodiversity.  
  
9.   Furthermore, the Chair pointed out that coincidentally, the vision 2050 for biodiversity is 
hinged on a world of “Living in harmony with nature” where “by 2050, biodiversity is valued, 
conserved, restored and wisely used, maintaining ecosystem services, sustaining a healthy planet 
and delivering benefits essential for all people.  
  
10.  Mr Adeshola recalled that the vision of 1971 has today metamorphosized into a bigger 
scope and the immeasurable and multidimensional contributions of MAB programme cannot be 
overemphasized in terms of relevance, peace and sustainable development, human and socio-
economic growth, ecosystem conservation as well as advancement of biological and cultural 
diversity.   
  
11.   Finally, he expressed his deep honour to be elected as the Chair of the MAB Council and 
its Bureau. He reiterated that not just him, but Africa has been elected to hold this esteemed 
position. The Chair also expressed his gratitude to the former Chair Ms Enny Sudarmonowati for 
her selfless dedication and commitment overtime to UNESCO in general.    
  
12.  He welcomed again all members of the MAB Council, new elected Bureau members, 
Delegates from UNESCO’s Member States, Observers as well as Representatives of 
International Organizations and declared the 32nd Session of the MAB International Coordinating 
Council officially opened.  
  
II. Opening remarks by Ms Shamila Nair-Bedouelle, Assistant Director-General (ADG/SC) 
for Natural   Science s  
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13.  In her opening remarks, Ms Shamila Nair-Bedouelle, having been delighted to open the 
32nd session of MAB-ICC, welcomed the new and outgoing Chairs, the MAB-ICC Member States 
(MSs), observers and all the participants. She regretted that this meeting cannot bring physically 
together all the participants and thus, shall be held online and she expressed big hopes that we 
will meet the next year in Abuja, Nigeria.     
  
14.  ADG/SC recalled that the pandemic has changed the daily life of all of us and highlighted 
a need to cope with the new normal, develop innovative solutions, understand each other better, 
understand our role on Mother Earth and its role in providing us our well-being.  
  
15.  Ms Nair-Bedouelle also highlighted that a fine equilibrium between humans and nature 
was destroyed and we need to find a way how to work better. In this regard, she also recalled that 
current situation moved people to worsen economic situation and pointed out an 
importance of biodiversity as a living fabric of our planet and for people’s prosperity. In this 
conjunction, she pointed out a need for intergovernmental actions.  
  
16.  She recalled words of UNESCO’s  Director General, Madame Audrey Azoulay, who said 
during the Global Biodiversity Summit in New York at the beginning of October: “Crises also create 
opportunity – the opportunities to change how we see our relationships with nature, with each 
other, and with the Earth. We know that there is no future for business as usual. We need a “new 
normal” for biodiversity.”  
  
17.  She also highlighted that the MAB Programme found innovative solutions within the last 
months to manage the new situation by continuing its work to promote the concept of biosphere 
reserves to highlight the importance of nature conservation and protection to support human life 
which is more than ever needed. In this connection, she listed several key examples like the 
coordination of the International Day for Biological Diversity, the World Environment Day, 
meetings of the MAB regional and thematic networks, etc.  
  
18.  Ms Nair-Bedouelle emphasised the importance of better understanding on how BRs 
serve as real models for sustainable development showing us possibilities to live in harmony 
with nature. She highlighted that the MAB Programme is the only UN programme bringing 
a multitude of actors from science, education, culture and communication to be involved in an 
effort to live in sustainable way.   
  
19.  Ms Shamila Nair-Bedouelle also briefed on the next year when we will have a full agenda 
with global events to advance sustainable development, that were postponed due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. In this regard, she recalled the post-2020 global biodiversity 
framework to  be adopted during the COP15 to the CBD next year.    
   
20.  At the last parts on her opening speech, Ms Shamila Nair-Bedouelle highlighted the 
50th anniversary of the MAB programme in 2021. In light of this, she recalled that the MAB 
Programme is UNESCO's longest standing scientific intergovernmental programme already 
established in 1971 in order to enhance the relationship between people and their environments 
within a scientific framework. She emphasised that we need to ensure that no one stands behind 
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when celebrating the anniversary and promoting sustainable development and cooperation for 
peaceful society through BRs.  
  
21.  She thanked the MAB Secretary and the team for organizing the session in this difficult 
time. By closing her speech, Ms Shamila Nair-Bedouelle shared that during Covid-19 lockdown 
people have started again to appreciate nature. Trough BRs we can valorize and continue to 
promote living in harmony with nature and the Coalition with Nature is a reality within 
BRs which helps to protect, transmit and empower our future generation to respect Mother Earth 
and future of our planet.  
  
22.  Ms Nair-Bedouelle welcomed again all the participants and wished a fruitful meeting.   
  
III. Report of Ms Enny Sudarmonowati, Outgoing Chair of the ICC  
  
23.  The outgoing Chair of the MAB-ICC, Ms Enny Sudarmonowati, welcomed all participants 
to the 32nd Session of the MAB Council.   
  
24.  In her report, Ms Sudarmonowati recalled that we all together have gone through a very 
fruitful two years period with the additional of four months due to the 32nd ICC MAB postponement 
of due to COVID-19. Approaches conducted were two ways, external and internal UNESCO which 
included MAB Programme with its Biosphere Reserves (BR) in Member States.  Although since 
the end of the last year we have been facing the pandemic COVID-19, our strengthened 
collaboration facilitated our proper responses on the way to “build back better”.   
  
25.  The outgoing Chair explained that as there were enormous activities in which she was 
involved or took part in, as well as which she initiated and conducted during her tenure. She 
divided her report into two parts: the first part is related to meetings at UNESCO Headquarters 
(HQ), events by the ADG for the Natural Sciences, and that of the Bureau and Secretariat’s 
activities; the second part is more on addressing the six issues she underlined in her inaugural 
speech as a new Chair of MAB ICC in July 2018. The full text of the Report is in Annex 2.  
  
26.  Ms Sudarmonowati briefed the Council that the MAB Bureau was very active in having 
online meetings in times of this COVID-19 situation. There were 7 virtual meetings since March 
last including the special meeting on the questionnaire dedicated to a consultation of the MAB 
Programme in relation to the New Mid-term Strategy 2022-2029 of UNESCO. In addition, there 
were 4 other meetings with partners/consultants on specific issues. In this regard, she pointed 
out i.a. meetings related to Technical Guidelines for Biosphere Reserves (TGBR), MAB Young 
Scientists Awards (YSA), Lima Action Plan (LAP) mid-term evaluation, etc. She also pointed out 
that during her presidency, several working groups have been established.  
  
27.  The outgoing Chair recalled a support of the Secretariat to the MAB Community 
and mentioned also her participation in events conducted by UNESCO Regional Offices not just 
on MAB events but taking the opportunity to introduce and promote MAB and its BRs in the 
presentation during other not directly linked MAB events.  She admitted that a lot of online 
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meetings/webinars/virtual conferences dedicated to MAB related activities were held across the 
world during the Covid-19 situation.    
  
28.  In this regard, she pointed out an importance that every regional network actively made 
an effort for innovation in the BRs addressing Covid-19 and she listed key activities having been 
done.   
  
29.  Regarding the 50th anniversary of the MAB Programme, Ms Sudarmonowati 
acknowledged that the MAB Secretariat has been working hard to have a good work plan for this 
anniversary, which has accommodated Bureau Members’ suggestions during several Bureau’s 
meetings and pointed out that MAB youth and young scientists are one of key target groups and 
important catalysts. 
 
30.  The outgoing Chair also briefed that she participated in two meetings (2019 and 2020) of 
the International Advisory Board for Biosphere Reserves (IACBR) and acknowledged members 
of IACBR dedicated work to examine new BR proposals and periodic reviews.   
  
31.  As it is her last report as the Chair, Ms Sudarmonowati provided summaries of 
other key  meetings in which she attended during her mandate and made there presentations and 
promotion of the MAB Programme and its World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR).   
  
32.  Ms Sudarmonowati then recalled the MAB activities undertaken during her tenure, which 
are related to the six priority programmes. She underlined in her inaugural speech as the newly 
elected Chair in 30th ICC MAB in Palembang Indonesia: (1) visibility and formal recognition of 
MAB, biosphere reserves (BRs) in Member States; (2) linkages with other UNESCO Programmes 
as well as initiatives and collaborations in support of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); (3) 
adaptation and replication of biosphere reserves as a sustainable development model; (4) sharing 
information and enhancement of communication within WNBR as well as its regional and thematic 
networks; (5) resource mobilisation mechanism for the development of biosphere reserves; (6) 
promoting science–based policy for sustainable use of natural resources based on research 
conducted in biosphere reserves.   
  
33.  She then pointed out that the MAB Programme’s response to the pandemic COVID-19 
may be considered as “seventh” overarching and interlinked programme. As we are now in the 
new normal era, in addition to collaboration, an innovation to support the new sustainability is 
important.   
  
34.  Ms Sudarmonowati highlighted collaborations among biosphere reserves, an importance 
of regional networks and collaboration between BRs and UNESCO Chairs and UNESCO 
Category 2 Centers may be considered as a prerequisite for an efficient function and proper 
governance of these designated sites. She recalled that the UNESCO Programmes such as the 
Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme (IHP) and the Management of Social Transformations 
(MOST), and UNESCO Chairs could promote MAB Programme and biosphere reserves as the 
sites for the programme implementation.    
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35.  Furthermore, she mentioned suggestions to create sister biosphere reserves for mediating 
peace on Earth.  In this regards, she recalled a great, touching, emotional moment during 
30th MAB-ICC. There it happened for the first time that the Delegates of Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea (DPRK) and of the Republic of Korea (ROK) greeted and congratulated each 
other after the announcement of approval of their new biosphere reserves. The moment was 
documented with her accompanied by the MAB Secretary stood in the middle while on the right 
and left hand sites stand both country delegates.   
  
36.  The outgoing Chair also briefed on her initiative on funding schemes to choose BRs as 
project sites and mentioned a reinforcement of links with other international programmes and 
initiatives through approaching international programmes to use BR sites. She also mentioned   
that more universities are aware of the important to conduct research in the BRs and research 
topics are more broadened, integrated, multidisciplined and relate to the LAP and SDGs.   
  
37.  Ms Sudarmonowati  highlighted in her report that communication is a continuous effort to 
increase awareness all layers especially for new local government leaders due to dynamic 
changes.  In this regard, the #ProudToShare video campaign made by BRs of member states 
based on MAB Secretariat’s initiative is a powerful communication mechanism in addition to other 
social media such as Facebook, Instagram, which have drawn an interest of a young generation. 
Therefore, introducing BRs to the young generation through programmes conducted by others in 
the regions or member states such as Youth Climate Change Summit held in Indonesia this year, 
is also of an importance. She also mentioned an excellent video programme initiated by the 
Secretariat this year on a young generation with their solution addressing Covid-19 in their BRs. 
Sharing information among BRs have been conducted on a “site to site” basis but a more 
structured and interactive mechanism has been initiated in a form of Data Management System 
which will provide two forms of data to be accessed by a scientific community and for a public to 
be launched in 2021 to celebrate the 50th MAB Anniversary.   
  
38.  Ms Sudarmonowati expressed her hopes that the new Chair and the Bureau Members 
could continue programmes and activities that have been initiated because two years is not 
sufficient time to fully address the underlined 6 aspects. Concerning the number of 701 BRs in 
124 countries,  which nominations will increase with the level of development and country 
conditions are varied, worsened by the outbreak of the Covid-19, many efforts are still 
needed and a number of homework needs to be conducted.   
  
39.  In her concluding sentences, Ms Sudarmonowati thanked the MAB National Committees, 
National Commissions, Biosphere Reserve Managements and Local Governments of all visited 
countries, and UNESCO Regional Offices and other institutions for the mediation, assistance and 
hospitality during her mandate. She also thanked the Bureau and ICC members and the MAB 
Secretariat for the support during her tenure and expressed high acknowledgements to all the 
Member States and their Biosphere Reserves, which she has worked with either directly or 
indirectly. Last but not least, she highlighted an effort of new countries having joined the World 
Network of Biosphere Reserves and countries which are on the way to join this Network.   
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40.  The MAB Secretary thanked the outgoing Chair for all the advice and appreciated her 
work and cooperation.  
  
41.  Before introducing the next item, the MAB Secretary briefed on the agenda and in 
particular, agenda item 7. He recalled that in order to address the different time zone constraints 
and to fit the two days duration of the meeting, the agenda and timetable have been adapted. The 
agenda is lighter for this special online session as some items such as the Exit Strategy, 
Excellence Process, and Periodic Review Reports need decisions that will be taken in presential 
at the upcoming 33rd session. In addition, item 7 of the agenda, dedicated to the Reports on 
actions undertaken by Member States / regional and thematic MAB Networks in the context of 
MAB with a focus on the Lima Action Plan will not be a part of the agenda of the meeting.  To 
remedy this, MAB National Committees were invited to submit written reports on their activities, 
preferably in electronic format, to the Secretariat in advance of the Council session, so they were 
accessible with the working documents on the dedicated MAB-ICC webpage.   
  
IV. Report on Election of the new Bureau Members of the Council - Introduction of the new 
Bureau members   
  
42.  The MAB Secretary briefed on the election process and results. The full report is attached 
as Annex 3.  
   
43.  He informed that due to the Covid-19 situation the full functioning of the Council had to be 
changed including an election of the new Bureau. An election process was conducted as a 
presential one. The outgoing Chair Ms Sudarmonowati could not be physically presented. 
Therefore, she was represented in the physical presence by the Vice-chair and Rapporteur Ms 
Johanna Mac Taggart.  
  
44.  The composition of the Bureau, as elected on 20 October 2020, prior to the holding of the 
32nd session of MAB-ICC, is as follows:  

Chair: Mr Adepoju Adeshola, Nigeria (Group Va African States)   
Vice-chairs:  
Group II (Eastern European States): Russian Federation  
Group III (Latin-American and Caribbean States): Peru  
Group IV (Asian and Pacific States): Kazakhstan  
Group Vb (Arab States): Sudan  
Rapporteur: Group I (Western European and North American States): Austria   

  
45.  The MAB Secretary wished to the new Bureau a lot of success in its work and recalled 
that the new Bureau had already two meetings. He is looking forward to work together with the 
new Bureau in the same dedicated spirit as with the outgoing Bureau led by Ms Sudarmonowati.  
  
V. Adoption of the agenda and timetable  
  
46.  The MAB-ICC adopted the agenda and timetable of its 32nd session without modification.  
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VI. Report of the Secretary of the MAB Programme  
  
47.  The Secretary provided an overview on actions and activities undertaken by the MAB 
Secretariat since the 31st session of the MAB-ICC including the impact of Covid-19 situation. His 
report included in the document SC-20/CONF.232/5 was accompanied by the PowerPoint 
presentation which is attached as the Annex 4.   
  
48.  Mr Miguel Clüsener-Godt mentioned that a lot of events took place and despite Covid-19 
situation, the MAB Programme has been moving, living and producing a lot of activities. Therefore, 
just main results were presented.  
  
49.  His presentation started with key global facts on the MAB Programme and main highlights 
and recalled that the programme is living and very dynamic. In this regard, he mentioned that 
today we have 701 BRs in 124 countries but these figures will change on 28 October when new 
sites will be approved by the Council.  
  
50.  Mr Clüsener-Godt also shared some curious facts on biosphere reserves (BRs) – like, a 
country with largest territory of BRs, highest percentage of BRs, biggest number of 
BRs, biodiversity protection issues, first BR entirely managed by indigenous people, etc.     
  
51.  The Secretary then moved to key information on the Exit Strategy and Process 
of Excellence and Enhancement, and on Technical Guidelines for Biosphere Reserves 
(TGBR).     
  
52.  He recalled that in accordance with the adoption of the Exit Strategy in 2013, biosphere 
reserves were requested to submit periodic review reports to their compliance with the Statutory 
Framework of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR).  At the time, 270 sites in 75 
countries were concerned by the Exit Strategy. These sites were mostly nominated before Seville 
Strategy when criteria were different. Zonation and governance were main problematic issues in 
proper functioning of these BRs.   
  
53.  Significant progress had been made since with all countries responding to this 
request. Countries were invited to improve functioning of BRs concerned and to perform a 
progress on assessment and monitoring. Several capacity building workshops were organized 
and technical missions to 13 countries were undertaken. As a result, a vast majority of sites 
enhanced zonation, management and governance.  
  
54.  The MAB Secretary recalled the Council decision to complete the Exit Strategy in 
2020. As the completion may end up with MAB-ICC decisions that some biosphere reserves will 
not be anymore part of the WNBR,  the examination of this item is to be considered and completed 
at the next MAB Council meeting in presential.  30 sites are still concerned by the Exit Strategy (3 
sites are in conflict zones) and  all have provided information to the Secretariat in due time. The 
Exit strategy will be completed in 2021 at the next MAB Council session in presential.   
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55.  The Secretary informed the MAB Council that in 2020 the Secretariat received requests 
from Member states for the self-withdrawal of 11 sites in 4 countries. He also recalled that up to 
now, countries voluntarily withdrew in total  49  sites from the WNBR.  
  
56.  With regard to the Technical Guidelines for Biosphere Reserves (TGBR), the MAB 
Secretary recalled an overall process leading to TGBR development including an establishment 
of the Working Group (WG) and pointed out that guidelines will provide a clear guidance on how 
the MAB Programme and WNBR should work in order to comply with and complement the Seville 
Strategy and Statutory Framework for Biosphere Reserves.  
  
57.  He further mentioned an excellent work of four thematic sub-groups leading to an online 
draft TGBR currently available. The Secretary also recalled that 70 experts from 32 countries well 
geographically and gender balanced were involved in the process which was also supported 
by the consultant hired to support work of thematic sub-groups. Thus, we have an open access 
web-based living document compiled of contributions and experiences from the MAB community 
on specific items.   
   
58.  The MAB Secretary continued in reporting and focused on governance issues of 
the Programme – MAB-ICC, UNESCO General Conference (GC), UNESCO MAB Prizes and 
Awards.  
  
59.   In this regard, the Secretary briefed that at the 31stsession of the MAB-ICC, which took 
place in Paris, France in June 2019, 18 new biosphere reserves were nominated, including one 
new country – Kingdom of Eswatini and  the inscription of Nordhordland marked Norway’s 
renewed commitment to the biosphere programme, 22 years after the withdrawal of its only other 
site, Northeast Salvbard Biosphere Reserve. In addition, the session approved eight extensions 
and/or re-namings of existing reserves. The WNBR at this moment comprises 701 biosphere 
reserves in 124 countries, including 20 transboundary biosphere reserves.  
  
60.  Mr Clüsener-Godt recalled that around 20 new BRs are approved yearly and this may 
well indicated an efficiency and visibility of the MAB Programme. In addition, a number of new 
countries joining the WNBR also well monitors that the Programme is relevant, successful and 
has  a support of Member States.   
  
61.  The Secretary recalled an impressive award of Michel Batisse for outstanding 
achievements in the management of the biosphere reserves in line with the recommendations of 
the Seville Strategy. He further pointed out a substantial prize of the UNESCO Sultan Qaboos 
Prize for Environmental Conservation.  The Secretary also highlighted MAB Young Scientists 
Awards (YSA) and briefed about 2020 MAB YSA winners selected by the Bureau to be endorsed 
by the Council. While he mentioned still a low amount available from the UNESCO budget to each 
MAB YSA winner, he emphasized that a quite high number of countries is interested, and MAB 
YSA has become to be well competitive and prestigious for young people helping to bring young 
scientists on the board to implement MAB Programme.   
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62.  The MAB Secretary then recalled the 40th session of UNESCO GC where new Member 
States were elected for MAB-ICC. In this connection he mentioned a continuous interest of 
countries to be a part of the MAB Programme and reaffirmed that the Programme substantially 
contributes to implement SDGs and biosphere reserves are places of global observatories for 
climate change mitigation and adaptation, environmental protection, biodiversity conservation and 
sustainable use of its elements, education for sustainable development and disaster risk reduction. 
He reminded the words of UN Secretary-General Mr António Guterres especially devoted to the 
MAB Programme and biosphere reserves in his welcoming address at the 40th session of 
UNESCO GC. His statement that BRs and other UNESCO designated sites are very 
important tools to implement SDGs is a significant sign not only  within UNESCO realm but within 
UN as the whole and gave a high appreciation to all the MAB Community.  
  
63. The Secretary also briefed on the establishment of the new Category 2 Centre (C2C) 
“Global Research and Training Centre for Internationally Designated Areas (GCIDA)” located in 
the Jeju Special Self-Governing Province of the Republic of Korea. The main objective of the 
Centre is to provide research and training globally for the improved management of 
Internationally Designated Areas (IDAs), namely Biosphere Reserves, World Natural Heritage 
Sites, UNESCO Global Geoparks and Ramsar Sites, including Multi-Internationally Designated 
Areas (MIDAs), in a coordinated and integrated manner in order to ensure environmental 
conservation in line with sustainable development objectives. The C2C shows the link between 
the programmes and performs intersectoral connections. 
 
64.  Mr Clüsener-Godt then presented some main regional and sub-regional activities and 
recalled that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, virtual meetings were held with MAB regional and 
thematic networks to reconnect and support all members and redefine work plans. The key MAB 
activities since the 2019 MAB-ICC are summarized in chapter 3 of the document SC-
20/CONF.232/5 Report of the Secretary of the MAB Programme. In this chapter there are also 
details on webinars which the MAB Programme organized to support Member States due to the 
current pandemic situation. In this regard, the Secretary pointed out MAB Global Communication 
Strategy webinar series focused on designing promotion initiatives that reflect the MAB Global 
Communication Strategy approved in 2018.  The Secretary i.a. highlighted a webinar on Covid-
19 and the loss of biodiversity as threats to the survival of the Great Apes, recalled a webinar 
on 'Sustainable Production and Food Security in times of COVID19' and mentioned different 
exhibitions and poster presentations as well as he briefed on show casting of biosphere reserves’ 
best practices within Proud to Share initiative. In this regard, he recalled that this year 24 
countries submitted new videos. All the videos are available on MAB website and channeled 
also on youtube.  
  
65.  He further recalled the outgoing Chair’s report having emphasized communication and 
dissemination in order to enhance visibility of the Programme. In this regard, the Secretary 
briefed on new MAB infographic, new designs including the MAB website, the WNBR map and 
other outreach products as well as an enhancement of MAB Programme visual identity on big 
social media.  
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66.  The MAB Secretary then pointed out partnerships being very important for the MAB - for 
instance, the African Development Fund (ADF) supporting the Biosphere and Heritage of Lake 
Chad (BIOPALT) project, a five-year partnership with Louis Vuitton Moët Henessy (LVMH) group 
to support the work of the MAB programme on biodiversity, the Abertis Foundation and a number 
of other key partnerships. Details may be found in the document SC-20/CONF.232/5 Report of 
the Secretary of the MAB Programme.  
  
67.  In conclusion of his reporting, Mr Clüsener-Godt highlighted that the MAB Programme has 
reached quite significant achievements over the year despite difficult times of Covid-19 situation, 
expressed a hope to have a little light in front of us and emphasized that our joint work 
continues.  The Secretary thanked again to Member States, all the MAB Community and 
partners for outstanding cooperation and overall support.  
  
68.  The Chair thanked the MAB Secretary for the comprehensive report and opened the 
floor for a discussion.  
  
69.   France referred to the MAB Secretary report (SC-20/CONF.232/5) specifying in para 2.6. 
that “Due to the current pandemic situation, and in discussion with MAB Bureau Members, 
countries have been given more time to conclude this process and the proposal from the ad hoc 
working group and the exit Strategy will be completed at the next MAB Council in 2021.” In this 
regard, French delegation pointed out that BRs concerned were requested to send respective 
documents by September 2019 and thus, quite well before the Covid-19 pandemic has started.  If 
not done so, sites should be withdrawn. Moreover, French delegation also questioned if the 
Bureau has a mandate to give an extension.   
  
70.   France further referred to para 2.8 of the Secretary report stating that 45 sites are still part 
of the Process of Excellence. In this regard, French delegation reminded that the Process of 
Excellence and Enhancement concerns the whole network and not only sites concerned by the 
Exit strategy and recalled the same confusion in para 5.3. stating “to finalize the Excellence 
strategy next year”.  The delegation pointed out that in fact,  the Exit strategy shall be finalized 
and  the Excellence process shall be pursued to avoid coming back a situation when BRs might 
not comply with the Statutory Framework for BRs and asked the Secretariat to clarify it based 
on decisions having been made by MAB-ICC.  
  
71.  France congratulated the MAB Secretariat for the work having been done during this quite 
difficult period.  
  
72.  Upon acknowledging France for congratulations, the MAB Secretary pointed out that the 
Bureau has not been mandated to extend any decision concerning the Exit Strategy completion  
and no extension has been granted.  
  
73.  The Secretary took note of the confusion in using the finalization of the Exit strategy and 
the implementation of the Excellence and Enhancement Process in the document and will ensure 
that this is rectified in forthcoming documents.  
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74.  Regarding  the sites concerned by the Exit strategy, the Secretary recalled that all sites 
provided the requested information in time and these information were first to be examined by the 
Advisory Committee, then the Bureau for the MAB Council final decisions.  The only extension 
given was the time to reply due to COVID 19 situation.   
  
75.  Germany thanked the MAB Secretary for his excellent report and Secretariat’s effort to 
implement the MAB Programme in difficult times of Covid-19 pandemic. Germany expressed its 
continuous support to work on TGBR.  
  
76.  Like France, Germany underlined the work of ad-hoc Working Group (WG) on 
the Excellence Process where Germany had a pleasure to participate and highlighted 
appreciations of working with co-members and thanking the Secretariat for a support in this regard. 
The representative recalled that during and between WG virtual meetings important results were 
achieved including respected draft recommendations to the ICC on the Excellence 
Process.  While understanding that these recommendations will not be a subject of this ICC, 
German delegation pointed out that an important progress was done and therefore, Germany 
proposed that this ICC should formally agree to complete the Exit Strategy next year. Such 
decision would give a very positive signal just in time of the 50th anniversary of the 
MAB Programme to be celebrated in 2021.  
  
77.  With regard to an enhancement of the excellence of WNBR, Germany recalled that in 
order to achieve and maintain this excellence, MAB-ICC decisions on new BRs and Periodic 
Reviews fully rely on rigorous applications of criteria by the Advisory Committee and high 
quality documents provided to the Council. Therefore, the MAB Secretariat should again ensure 
high quality documents to be provided throughout a process.  
  
78.  The MAB Secretary thanked Germany for the nice words concerning the work of the 
Secretariat and also of the work of the excellence ad-hoc working group. He recalled that the WG 
made spectacular progress and pointed out a set of recommendations to be examined at the 
forthcoming MAB Council session.  
  
79.  Regarding rigorous applications of the criteria in the Advisory Committee’s examination 
process, the MAB Secretary welcomed this remark and agreed on an importance to look at this 
further. In conjunction with this issue, he referred to a letter sent by the French MAB Committee 
expressing concern about the uneven application of the criteria when considering new biosphere 
reserves, in particular with regard to the requirement for a management plan or policy and an 
authority for its implementation. The French MAB Committee also stressed that when setting up 
a process of excellence, the rigorous and harmonised application of the criteria was all the more 
important.  
  
80.  Mr Miguel Clüsener-Godt thanked France for very careful reading of recommendations 
of the Advisory Committee and informing the Secretariat accordingly. He further mentioned that 
the point made by Germany is going in this direction. He also briefed the ICC that upon the request 
of French MAB Committee, the letter was submitted to the outgoing and the new Bureaus and 
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long discussions were held in this regard. The Secretary then asked the Chair to follow on this 
point.  
  
81.  The Chair thanked Germany for its point linked to the letter of the French MAB Committee 
and appreciated that France opened this important issue in its letter. He pointed out that both - 
the outgoing and the new Bureau went very carefully trough the issues contained in the letter and 
agreed that all sites cannot be the same and must be treated independently. However, at the 
same time the Advisory Committee must ensure that all the requirements are met, and a site 
complies with the criteria of the Statutory Framework. Concerning a management plan, the Chair 
recalled that an elaborated management plan is not compulsory in a stage of a nomination dossier 
submission and if not developed yet, a site shall provide information how such plan or policy will 
be developed, and the timeframe. In case of a compulsory existence of a management plan 
during the nomination process, current criteria have to be revised. This will require a high-level 
discussion, establishing a working group to revise criteria, nomination form etc. However, it would 
require additional time.   
  
82.  The Chair further mentioned that French MAB Committee in the letter does not provide 
examples of inconsistent case(s) and respective recommendations and thus, he understood it as 
a general concern.  
  
83. In his response,  the Chair emphasized that the Advisory Committee and the Bureau have 
been consistent in examining and reviewing new biosphere reserves.   
 
84.  The Secretary wanted to give the floor to the Chair of the Advisory Committee, but it was 
not possible at that moment due to limited connections in Sudan. However, her views are in line 
what has been said by the Chair of the MAB-ICC and included in details in Bureau reports in this 
regard.  
   
85.  Italy congratulated to the elected Chair and thanked the Secretary for the report that 
shows Member States (MSs) how the Secretariat works for the MAB community in this difficult 
time of Covid-19 pandemic. It further recalled that UNESCO MAB Programme represents a 
priority for Italy, and it is a best practice for integrating environment and human activities.   
  
86.  Italy pointed out that the Italian Parliament passed the law declaring national parks and 
protected areas as environmental economic zones and government introduced in national parks 
a mechanism to reward economic activities and investments respectful of environmental, natural 
and ecosystem values. Italy further recalled that the Italian Minister for Environment launched an 
experimental programme for UNESCO designated sites including biosphere reserves in order to 
create with UNESCO a network of international environmental experts. This team intends to 
mobilize a worldwide support and training for conservation, restoration, management, sustainable 
use of biodiversity, ecosystems and natural resources. This Programme will be mainly 
implemented in biosphere reserves and is open to all Member States.  
  
87. In its closing words, Italy thanked again the Secretary and the Chair and looked forward 
to cooperate further.  
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88.  The Secretary acknowledged the Italy’s contribution and recalled that UNESCO and 
MAB Secretariat is very proud that Italy offered this experts’ network. He further pointed out 
that the Secretariat has already a number of requests from MSs on training needs.  Thus, it is 
highly appreciated to have a tool immediately responding such needs.  
  
89.  Austria addressed two points regarding the letter of French MAB Committee. In this 
regard, Austria recalled that French MAB Committee expressed feelings that evaluations of new 
BR proposals the Advisory Committee (AC) sometimes measured in double 
standards regarding fulfillment the criteria of the Statutory Framework. As Austria has been 
currently elected in the Bureau, the Vice-chair had an opportunity to look closer at a decision-
making process of the AC and thus, could convinced that the Committee has always strived 
to provide very helpful and correct recommendations in a very consistent manner.  
  
90.  Austria further pointed out that the follow-up on and implement the Process of Excellence 
is very important to ensure the credibility of the MAB Programme. However, Austria    expressed 
that it is not simply possible to judge countries’ proposals strictly according to the 
single standard template as each proposed site is unique and its establishment is a complex of 
environmental, social and political factors. Thus, while assessing a proposal according to 
the same degree of set-up criteria, examinations shall consider at the same time individual 
features of each site. Austria explained that its MAB Committee considers an implementation 
of a biosphere reserve management as a development process which can really start after an 
official designation of UNESCO. In this regard, Austria shared details on its mechanism to 
develop a management plan and management and governance structures to be fully operational. 
It mentioned that a strategy which Austria applies could be used by other countries.  
  
91.  In its concluding words, Austria reiterated that it is entirely necessary to act according 
to the Process of Excellence but it is important to consider individual features of each site.  
  
92.  The Chair thanked Austria for its comments. The MAB Secretariat also acknowledged 
Austria’s important notes - in particular, referring to the work of the Advisory Committee and its 
consistent approach.  
  
93.  Colombia congratulated to the outgoing Chair for her great work and the detailed report 
and reminded an impressive meeting in Palembang with an extraordinary Council where the 
Chair was elected and further kept the spirit of MAB Programme alive. Colombia mentioned 
that Ms Sudarmonowati maintained a lot of contacts with Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) 
region which will be surely managed further by the new Chair.  
  
94.  Colombia thanked the Secretariat and in particular, the MAB Secretary for the detailed 
report. The country recommended for future to have a report with more indicators.  In this regard, 
it gave an example of a communication strategy for which would be interesting to know how many 
countries, biosphere reserves and challenges remained for further actions. Thus, the report 
should be based on targeted indicators and goals in order to evaluate better a positive impact of 
the Programme.  
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95.  Similarly to Germany, Colombia agreed to conclude the Exit strategy next year and 
thanked the WG on Excellence process for their dedicated work. It recalled that it would be highly 
desirable to conclude this process considering the 50th anniversary of the MAB Programme to be 
celebrated next year. It will also enable to move forward with a greater clarity and avoid confusions 
between Exit Strategy and Excellence process.  
  
96.  The MAB Secretary entirely agreed that Palembang event was an extraordinary and 
Colombia gave us an idea how moving that event was. He expressed his believe that we will 
continue in the same spirit and thus, a lot of work is ahead us.  
  
97.  Australia congratulated the new Chair, acknowledged a great work of the outgoing Chair 
and thanked the Secretary for his persistence and dedication to organize this online session.  
  
98.  The representative of Australia added his voice to France, Germany and Austria and other 
countries on the matters raised on Exit strategy and Excellence process.  
  
99.  Australia then referred to para 2.9 of the Secretary report stating that Australia has 
withdrawn a number of sites.  
  
100.  Australia noticed that the World Network of Island and Coastal Biosphere Reserves 
(WNICBR) had virtual meetings on ‘Mitigating the Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Island 
and Coastal Biosphere Reserves’. Australia would like to know when the next actual meeting is 
planned.   
  
101.  Australia commended and congratulated the Secretariat on the 2nd MAB 
Youth Forum and highlighted that it was a great event and its connection to the 
Climate Change convention really upgraded the MAB Programme.  
  
102.  Australia then referred to para 3.1.6. concerning IPBES and highlighted that it is important 
that MAB is included in the IPBES assessment reports andincludthe potential which the 
MAB Programme has. This shall be improved and it should be done through national delegations 
to IPBES. Australia is aware that the Secretariat advocates the MAB role but national delegations 
to IPBES are key in this regard.  
  
103.  With regard to para 5.5, Australia reported with a great pleasure that after a long time the 
MAB National Committee was established and is operational. However, Australia expressed 
a slight disagreement with the word “larger” biosphere reserves. While we need to have more 
sites, their individual sizes are not so relevant if a biosphere reserve’s size is appropriately defined 
and linked to sustainable development.  The key point is a proper functioning of the site.  
  
104.  The MAB Secretary thanked Australia for all the comments and for continuous support to 
the MAB Programme. In his response, the Secretary confirmed that voluntary withdrawals of 
Australian sites concerned by the Exit Strategy will be acknowledged during this current 
32nd session of MAB-ICC. He further informed that the virtual meetings of WNICBR were held and 
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a presential session was planned to be held in Germany this autumn but considering a continuous 
Covid-19 crises new postponed dates are not known yet.   
  
105.  Concerning the MAB presence in IPBES, the Secretary confirmed that UNESCO and MAB 
Secretariat are very active also thanks to the MAB focal point to IPBES. However, there are 
persistent issues that delegates highly consider MAB Programme at MAB related events and/or 
discussions while on other events and meetings they are not referring to it even if 
quite relevant. Therefore, the Secretary very welcomed Australia’s point that more effort should 
be done through national delegations to IPBES.  
  
106.  The Secretary agreed with Australia that a size depends on an ecosystem and availability. 
Indeed, it is highly desirable to have more Member States joining the World Network of Biosphere 
Reserves.  
  
107.  Spain emphasized the finalization of the Exit Strategy the next year. In this regard, the 
Secretary thanked Spain for its unconditional support in it and in the implementation of the 
Process of Excellence. The Secretary further recalled that Spain provides funds to the 
WNICBR and pointed out that Spain is very active in this network’s activities and reiterated that 
the Exit strategy should be completed in 2021 at the next MAB Council Session.  
  
108.  As there were not any further requests to take a floor, the Item 6 was concluded.  
 
VII. Reports on actions undertaken by Member States / regional and thematic   MAB 
Networks in the context of MAB with a focus on the Lima Action Plan  
  
109.  The Item 7 of the agenda, dedicated the Reports on actions undertaken by Member States 
/ regional and thematic MAB Networks in the context of MAB with a focus on the Lima Action Plan 
was not part of the agenda of the meeting. MAB National Committees were invited to submit 
written reports on their activities, preferably in electronic format, to the Secretariat in advance of 
the Council session, so they were accessible with the working documents on the dedicated MAB-
ICC webpage.   
  
VIII. Mid-term evaluation of Implementation of the Lima Action Plan   
  
110.         After a brief introduction by the MAB Secretariat recalling that, in-line with action E3.2 
contained in the Lima Action Plan (LAP) for MAB and its World Network of Biosphere Reserves 
(2016-2025), and at the request of the UNESCO Natural Science Sector, UNESCO’s Internal 
Oversight Service (IOS) had undertaken a mid-term evaluation of the MAB Strategy (2015-2025) 
and the LAP, the Chair gave the floor to Ms Claudia Ibarguen, Head of Evaluation Office, IOS.   
   
111.         Ms Ibarguen informed that she would focus her intervention on the main mid-term 
evaluation findings contained in document prepared for the ICC (SC-20/CONF.232/7) categorized 
under relevance, effectiveness sustainability and efficiency and that more details could be found 
in full the evaluation report available on the IOS web site.   
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112.         In terms of relevance, the evaluation found that there is alignment between the MAB 
Strategy and the LAP and the recommendations stemming from the evaluation of the Madrid 
Action plan were well integrated into the Strategy and the LAP. The evaluation also concluded 
that MAB contributes to the 2030 Agenda, notably SDGs 13, 14 and 15, and that it largely 
responds to the need of Member States. The most widely acknowledged added value of MAB is 
what is referred to as its holistic approach linking man and nature, but also its support to 
partnerships and engagement with youth. The evaluation found that there could be stronger focus 
on gender and gender equality issues.   
   
113.         As concerns effectiveness and sustainability, the IOS mid-term evaluation had found 
that the rate of implementation was reasonable, however, there is not always sufficiently 
monitoring date available to make stronger statements concerning MAB’s achievements. The 
acquisition of stronger monitoring data is therefore one of the evaluation recommendations. This 
said, the vast majority of stakeholders had indicated that the MAB Programme has had long-term 
effects for individuals and communities inside the BRs related to environmental awareness, 
training activities, support to local empowerment and job creation, but that these effects were 
constrained to within the BRs and not externally.   
   
114.         In term of efficiency, Ms Ibarguen noted that the evaluation highlights that lack of 
resources is the programmes main constraint, but that MAB nevertheless manages to achieve 
results in a timely manner. There have been synergies with other UNESCO programmes, which 
has helped pool resources, although some opportunities in this regard have been missed. The 
visibility of MAB among donors is low, which partly could be explained by the lack of time and 
resources at the Secretariat level for addressing donors.   
   
115.         In summing up, Ms Ibarguen noted that the evaluation report includes seven 
conclusions, briefly mentioning four of them: the MAB Programme and the Strategy/LAP are 
deemed relevant in supporting the achievements of the SDGs; however, the related visibility is 
still low; monitoring, evaluation and data systems could be stronger; communication enhanced; 
there is lack of financial and human resources; and the involvement of youth is critical for the 
dynamism and sustainability of MAB.  She ended her presentation by inviting all Delegates to 
study the full IOS report.   
  
116.         The Chair thanked IOS for its valuable report and the presentation and opened the floor 
for comments.   
   
117.         Italy expressed its support for the conclusions and recommendations contained in the 
report. Notably, Italy supported the preparation and sharing of case studies and good practices 
under MAB for improved visibility and the importance of supporting BRs in developing countries 
and the role of youth at national and regional levels. References were made to Italy’s support for 
environmental expert networking and to the fact that Italy hosted the “Towards COP21” -- Youth 
Meeting” under the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal 
Region of the Mediterranean (Barcelona Convention) in Naples, Italy (23 October 2019), and that 
Italy plans to organize, in partnership with the UK, events in support of youth engagement in the 
lead-up to COP26 in 2021 under the UNFCCC.   
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118.         Thanking the IOS for its efforts, Australia said this was one of the more significant items 
on the ICC agenda. While supporting all the seven recommendations of the evaluation, Australia 
highlighted three recommendations as key: 5 (partnerships) noting that a partnership with the 
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) would be useful; 
recommendation 6 (youth) suggesting that by simply looking at the profile of participants at this 
meeting, efforts were needed to try and rejuvenate MAB; and recommendation 7 (monitoring and 
evaluation) noting that while the LAP was very good in some ways but that the very complicated 
framework of all the indicators and so on actually puts people off following it through and getting 
good conclusions and this should be considered when making the next action plan simple, clear 
and easy to follow so that all biosphere reserves can take part in monitoring and evaluation.   
   
119.         Republic of Korea recalled that the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration will start in 
2021 and that restoration is very important for increasing ecosystem services and for biodiversity 
conservation. As some BRs include areas degraded by human activities in need of restoration 
this would be an important topic for cooperation among MAB National Committees, BRs and 
other programmes to share experiences and good practices. Since the LAP will operate for 
another 5 years, Republic of Korea suggested that the restoration of degraded ecosystems could 
be emphasized under the LAP in conjunction with the UN Decade. Republic of Korea also 
underlined that BRs are perhaps the best places to demonstrate ecosystem-based adaptation to 
climate change. As the IOS evaluation had indicated that the visibility of MAB was relatively low, 
more focus on nature-based solutions to climate change in BRs could further enhance the BRs 
contributions to SDG 13 (climate action) and MAB’s overall visibility.  
   
120.         Referring to SDG 9 (resilient infrastructure, inclusive and sustainable industrialization 
and innovation) Morocco called for solidarity among countries of all regions of the world in order 
that sustainable industrial development policies are shared more effectively and fairly, 
emphasizing that this is an important issue for MAB and BRs, including in the context of 
addressing SDG 13.   
   
121.         Kenya underlined that the evaluation had recognized that the empowerment and 
involvement of the local actors is the one sure way to promote the 2030 Agenda, urging therefore 
UNESCO to prioritize this important aspect of BR conservation. Recalling that the evaluation 
report highlights the ever-present problem of funding attributed to low visibility, Kenya noted that 
there is a MAB communication strategy in place and urged that it be strengthened for more 
visibility. Referring to the Covid phenomenon as a serious wakeup call on the seriousness of 
environmental conservation, Kenya stressed that now is the right time to get countries and donors 
to commit more towards environmental conservation and that the structured financing dialogue 
started in UNESCO could be further harnessed as an opportunity to raise extrabudgetary 
resources in support of the MAB Programme. Recalling that the LAP underlines the need to use 
BRs as priority sites and as observatories for ecosystem-based climate change mitigation, 
adaptation and research, and in order to achieve this, Kenya suggested that the MAB Secretariat 
could consider strengthening the capacity of MAB National Committees and BR managers to 
monitor the health of the BRs including through both ground-based approaches as well as GIS 
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and remote sensing technologies. This would help to understand the patterns and trends based 
on agreed indicators that can be applied across the WNBR.  
   
122.         Austria informed that it had developed guidelines for the implementation of the LAP in 
Austrian BRs that gives an overview of the paths necessary for the BRs and responsible 
stakeholders in Austria in the context of the 2030 Agenda and the LAP. The guidelines were 
based on a position paper by the German MAB and Austria thanked their German colleagues, 
notably Lutz Möller, for their permission to use the paper for an Austrian version.  Another version 
of the guidelines extended to the situation in Germany, Austria and Switzerland is going to be 
published in the near future in the book Biosphere 4.0 by Springer Publishing.   
   
123.         Thanking the IOS for its hard work, Germany supported the findings of the mid-term 
evaluation and noted the management response, recalling that the mid-term evaluation with the 
management response was also tabled at the UNESCO Executive Board. Germany questioned 
how the shortcomings in the implementation of the LAP actually could be overcome. In reference 
to the already mentioned structured financial dialogue at UNESCO as one possible avenue for 
moving forward, Germany also mentioned that MAB has been successful in leveraging bilateral 
funding between countries in support of BRs and that Germany invests more than 10 million Euros 
annually in such partnerships.   
   
124.         Colombia thanked the IOS for the evaluation. In terms of clear and consistent data and 
indicators related to the impact of the MAB Programme, Colombia referred to the Global Coalition 
for Education Data and its work on indicators for SDG4 (Education) and its alignment with the 
multilateral education partners’ commitments as an example to look at and possibly get inspiration 
from. Colombia also referred to the importance of boosting the presence of MAB in IPBES 
stressing that it would be welcome if BR research could be featured more prominently in IPBES.   
   
125.         Argentina stressed the value of twinning arrangements among BRs and of the 
involvement of youth and indigenous peoples. Argentina mentioned that it had put in place an 
indicator system adapted to its BRs based on a Spanish system, and that it would be pleased to 
share information about it.   
   
126.         The Chair thanked all the delegates for their interventions giving the floor back to the 
MAB Secretariat. On the issue of visibility, the MAB Secretary noted that, while visibility in major 
newspapers etc. of course is important, what really matters is that MAB is visible in the field and 
on the ground through its actions and initiatives. Reiterating the evaluation finding that MAB lacks 
financial and human resources, and that despite the recent positive trend in of governmental and 
private sector support, the MAB Secretary underlined that lack of resources will continue limiting 
MAB’s work.  Regarding the issue of provision of data, the MAB Secretary gave the good news 
that a new Associate Expert had joined that MAB Secretariat and that she was assigned to 
develop a MAB database and that collaboration was established with UNESCO’s central IT 
services for support, harmonization and synergies among data efforts of different 
UNESCO programmes. The MAB Secretary agreed that the connection with 
other programmes and conventions is important, such as with the World Heritage Convention and 
the Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme (IHP), and that MAB is involved with IPBES.   
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127.         The MAB Secretariat also recalled that it is involved as an institutional partner in the 
UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration working in close collaboration with the UN and FAO for 
the success of the Decade. In terms of evaluation and monitoring of the future implementation of 
the MAB Strategy and the LAP, the MAB Secretariat informed that it would be exploring options 
in collaboration with the MAB Bureau for a more effective evaluation and monitoring system for 
the consideration of the MAB ICC at its next session.   
   
128.         In response to the debate, the Head of Evaluation Office, IOS, Ms Claudia Ibarguen 
expressed satisfaction with the fact that the evaluation findings were deemed useful by the MAB 
ICC, inviting all delegates to look at the full IOS report available on-line.  
 
IX. Proposals for New Biosphere Reserves and Extensions/ Modifications/ Renaming to 
Biosphere Reserves that are Part of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR)  
  
129.   In introducing this item, the Secretariat referred to document SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev It 
outlined that at its 26th meeting held in UNESCO HQ from 17 to 20 February 2020, the 
International Advisory Committee for Biosphere Reserves (IABCR) had examined 30 proposals: 
25 for new biosphere reserves including one transboundary site, two resubmissions and three 
requests for extensions/modification and/or renaming of already existing biosphere reserves. Five 
new countries submitted proposals: Andorra, Cap Verde, Comoros, Luxemburg and Trinidad and 
Tobago.   
  
130.   The MAB Bureau met online on 23 and 26 October prior the 32nd session of the MAB ICC. 
The members decided that for sites recommended for approval, the recommendations of the 
Advisory Committee be forwarded to the Council without any change.   
  
131.  In some cases, the Advisory Committee had recommended that further information be 
requested from Member States by 30 September 2020. The additional information received by 
the MAB Secretariat by that date was subsequently reviewed by the MAB Bureau and approved 
at Bureau’s online meeting on 26 October to be submitted to the Council for its final decisions. The 
MAB Bureau’s recommendations thereon were reported orally online and presented on the 
screen to the 32nd MAB ICC on 28 October  2020.  
  
132.  Taking into account the recommendations of the Advisory Committee for Biosphere 
Reserves contained in SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev and the Bureau’s further deliberations on 23 and 
26 October 2020, the MAB-ICC took the following decisions:   

  
A. New nominations  
  
133.  Ordino (Andorra). The MAB Council welcomed this first proposal of Andorra.  Based on 
the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev, 
the MAB Bureau examined the additional information sent by the authorities as per 
the Advisory  Committee request, namely on the rationale for why a small part of the main core 
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area borders directly on a transition area without buffering and on the need of assessment of 
ecosystem services.   
  
134.  As the information received was satisfactory (natural barrier, map provided as 
well as  summary of ecosystem services assessed), the Council approved the site.  
  
135.  Complex W-Arly-Pendjari WAP (Benin, Burkina-Faso, Niger). The MAB Council 
welcomed this new proposal and endorsed all the recommendations of the Advisory Committee 
contained in document SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB 
Council approved the site.  
  
136.  Oueme Lower Valley (Benin). The MAB Council welcomed this new proposal and 
endorsed all the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-
20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB Council approved the site.  

  
137.  Fogo (Cabo Verde). The MAB Council welcomed this first proposal of Cabo Verde and 
endorsed all the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-
20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB Council approved the site.  

  
138.  Maio (Cabo Verde). The MAB Council welcomed this new proposal of Cabo Verde and 
endorsed all the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-
20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB Council approved the site.  

  
139.  Mwali (Comoros). The MAB Council welcomed this first proposal and endorsed all the 
recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-
20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB Council approved the site.  

  
140.  Asterousia Mountain Range (Greece). The MAB Council welcomed this new proposal 
and endorsed all the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-
20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB Council approved the site.  
  
141.  Panna (India). The MAB Council welcomed this new  proposal.  Based  on  the  
recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev, the 
MAB  Bureau  examined  the  additional  information  sent  by  the  authorities  as  per  Advisory  
Committee request, namely: 

• a completion of identified sub-chapters;   
• the exact numbers of the core area and the resulting total area, in order to resolve 
discrepancies in the nomination dossier;   
• a clear explanation regarding the process of consultation(s) or stakeholder 
involvement for a proposed biosphere reserve (not a national biosphere reserve);   
• a proposal to modify the management/coordination structure to involve non-
government stakeholders and managers of the Word Heritage site located in the transition 
area, particularly in relation to tourism management;   
• a management plan or measures to reduce the negative impact caused by mass 
tourism in the proposed biosphere reserve and to increase ecotourism; and   
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• current and/or planned measures to conserve key animal species (sloth bear, tiger, 
leopard, wildcat, crocodiles, etc.), particularly in the Tiger Reserve.   

  
142.  The Bureau pointed out that it is a very good example how to respond to the Advisory 
Committee recommendations. It also noted with a satisfaction that the country updated on a status 
to declare an Eco-sensitive Zone in Panna National Park, currently under consideration by the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.  
  
143.  As the information received was satisfactory, the Council approved the site.  
  
144.  Bunaken Tangkoko Minahasa (Indonesia). The MAB Council welcomed this new 
proposal and endorsed all the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in 
document SC-18/CONF.230/8.rev without any change. The MAB Council approved the site.  

  
145.  Karimunjawa-Jepara-Muria (Indonesia). The MAB Council welcomed this new proposal 
and endorsed all the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-
20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB Council approved the site.  

   
146.  Merapi Merbabu Menoreh (Indonesia). The MAB Council welcomed this new proposal 
and endorsed all the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-
20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB Council approved the site.  
  
147.  Almaty (Kazakhstan). The MAB Council welcomed this new proposal. Based on the 
recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev, 
the MAB  Bureau  examined  the  additional  information  sent  by  the  authorities  as  per  the  
Advisory  Committee request, namely:  

• a justification for the absence of transition area in the eastern, western and southern parts 
of the proposed biosphere reserve;   
• a topographic map with names in English including the boundary of the 
administrative unit;   
• a land use map or vegetation map of the whole proposed biosphere reserve and 
information on the international protection status of key animal and plant species;   
• detailed information on the development function in the transition area including the main 
economic activities;   
• an exact population count and date of the census; and   
• detailed information on mining and tourism and measures to cope with the potential 
negative impacts of such activities.   

  
148.  As the information received was satisfactory, the Council approved the site.  
  
149.  West Altai (Kazakhstan). The  MAB  Council  welcomed  this  new  proposal.  Based on 
the  recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev, 
the MAB  Bureau  examined  the  additional  information  sent  by  the  authorities  as  per the  
Advisory  Committee request, namely: 
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• a justification for the absence of transition area in the northern and southern parts of the 
proposed biosphere reserve;  
• a topographic map with names in English including the boundary of the 
administrative unit;   
• a land use map or vegetation map of the whole proposed biosphere reserve and 
information on the international protection status of key animal and plant species based on 
the most recent data;  
• detailed information on the development function in the transition area including the main 
economic activities;   
• an exact population count and date of the census; and   
• detailed information on mining and tourism and measures to cope with the potential 
negative impacts of such activities. management plan covering all three functional zones after 
the designation.  

  
150.  As the information received was satisfactory, the Council approved the site.  
  
151.  Minett (Luxembourg). The MAB Council welcomed this first proposal and endorsed all 
the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-
20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB Council approved the site.  
  
152.  Addu Atoll (Maldives). The  MAB  Council  welcomed  this  new  proposal.  Based  on  
the  recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev, 
the MAB  Bureau  examined  the  additional  information  sent  by  the  authorities  as  per  the 
Advisory  Committee request, namely the submission of additional information on the current 
status of the remaining core zone areas.  
  
153.  As the information received was satisfactory, the Council approved the site.  
  
154.  Fuvahmulah (Maldives). The MAB Council welcomed this new proposal and endorsed 
all the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-
20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB Council approved the site.  
  
155.  Toson-Khulstai (Mongolia).  The MAB Council  welcomed  this  new  proposal.  Based 
on the  recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-
20/CONF.232/8.rev, the MAB  Bureau  examined  the  additional  information  sent  by  the  
authorities  as  per   the Advisory  Committee request, namely: 

• an explanation of the current zonation and the resubmission of the map in a readable 
format using the colours to distinguish the boundaries of three zones be changed 
for clarity;  

• an additional map showing the administrative divisions of the Toson-Khulstai Biosphere 
Reserve is also requested.   

  
156.  As the information received was satisfactory, the Council approved the site.  
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157.  Hadejia-Nguru-Bade (Nigeria). The MAB Council welcomed this new proposal and 
endorsed all the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-
20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB Council approved the site.  
  
158.  Oban (Nigeria). The MAB Council welcomed this new nomination. Based on the 
recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-20/CONF.232/8 rev. the 
MAB Bureau examined the management plan for the proposed Oban biosphere reserve provided 
in response to the request of the Advisory committee. The MAB Bureau noted with satisfaction 
that the management plan, based on community engagement, was compliant with the biosphere 
reserve concept and the relevant management structure based on community engagement. The 
MAB Bureau considered that clarification regarding the reason for creating two biosphere 
reserves out of the same national park was satisfactory.  
   
159.  As the information received was satisfactory, the MAB Council approved the site.  
   
160.  Okangwo (Nigeria). The MAB Council welcomed this new nomination. Based on the 
recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev the 
MAB Bureau examined the management plan for the proposed Okwangwo biosphere reserve 
provided in response the request of the Advisory committee. The MAB Bureau noted with 
satisfaction that the management plan, based on community engagement, was compliant with 
the biosphere reserve concept and the relevant management structure based on community 
engagement, The MAB Bureau considered that clarification regarding the reason for creating two 
biosphere reserves out of the same national park was satisfactory.  
   
161.  As information received was satisfactory, the MAB Council approved the site.    
  
162.  Bosques de Neblina - Selva Central (Peru). The MAB Council welcomed this new 
proposal and recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-
20/CONF.232/8 to approve the site. In follow-up on the letter received by the MAB Secretariat in 
September 2020 from the Peruvian authorities stating that one municipality had decided to 
withdraw its territory because it had decided to participate in another proposal for a neighbouring 
biosphere reserve named "Aviveri Vraem", the Bureau examined the new Aviveri Vraem proposal 
and found that there are no major changes in terms of representation of ecosystems and cultural 
diversity. Part of the buffer area is left without a transition zone, but the 
new Aviveri Vraem proposal will include this area as a transition zone. The rugged topography 
limits the possibilities of access and development of activities that could generate damage to the 
buffer zone.   
  
163.  As the technical report received was considered to be satisfactory, the 
Council approved the site.  
  
164.  Island of Porto Santo (Portugal). The MAB Council welcomed this new proposal and 
endorsed all the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-
20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB Council approved the site.  
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165.  Kologrivsky Forest (Russian Federation). The MAB Council welcomed this new 
proposal and endorsed all the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in 
document SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB Council approved the site.  
  
166.  Gishwati Mukura Landscape (Rwanda). The MAB Council welcomed the submission of 
a nomination for a relatively young national park. Based on the recommendations of the Advisory 
committee contained in document SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev, the MAB Bureau examined the 
revised zonation map provided by the national authorities in response to the request of the 
Advisory committee and noted with satisfaction that it clearly indicates the transition area referred 
to in the text of the nomination form. However, the MAB Bureau recommend that the legend of 
the map be revised in concordance with MAB terminology for the core area, the buffer zone and 
the transition area.  
   
167.  As the information received was satisfactory, the MAB Council approved the site.  
  
168.  North-East Tobago (Trinidad and Tobago). The MAB Council welcomed this first 
proposal of Trinidad and Tobago and endorsed all the recommendations of the Advisory 
Committee contained in document SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB 
Council approved the site.  
  
B. Resubmission, Extension, Re-zoning or Re-naming of existing biosphere reserves 
recommended for approval  
  
169.  Dja Biosphere Reserve (Cameroon). Resubmission and Extension. The MAB 
Council welcomed this resubmission which consists of a revised zonation and extension of Dja 
Biosphere reserve and its efforts to expand the territory and functions of the biosphere reserve to 
meet the criteria, as the site fell under the exit strategy.  
   
170.  Based on the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in document SC-
20/CONF.232/8.rev, the MAB Bureau examined the additional information sent by the authorities 
as per Advisory Committee request, namely the updated management plan (2020-2024) for the 
entire biosphere reserve. The MAB Bureau noted with satisfaction that the management plan was 
developed through a participatory process and took note of the information that national 
authorities are exploring the possibility of increasing the buffer zone as suggested by the advisory 
committee which shall involve all relevant stakeholders.  
   
171.  As the information received was satisfactory, the MAB Council approved the extension 
and rezoning of the site.  
  
172.  Falasorma-Dui Sevi (France). Extension and renaming (former Vallée du Fango). 
The MAB Council welcomed this extension and renaming of Vallée du Fango Biosphere Reserve 
and its efforts to expand the territory and functions of the biosphere reserve to meet the criteria, 
as the site fell under the exit strategy.   
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173.  The MAB Bureau examined the additional information requested by the Advisory 
Committee on why a small part of the core area, close to Manso, borders directly on the transition 
area. The MAB Bureau considered that the explanation was satisfactory (reality of the field (steep) 
and map provided).  
   
174.  As the information provided was satisfactory, the MAB Council approved the extension 
and renaming of the site.  
  
175.  Mount Kenya - Lewa (Kenya). Resubmission, extension and renaming (former 
Mount Kenya). The MAB Council welcomed this resubmission which consists of a revised 
zonation and extension efforts to expand the territory and functions of the biosphere reserve and 
the renaming of former Mont Kenya Biosphere reserve.   
   
176.  The MAB Council endorsed all the recommendations of the Advisory Committee 
contained in document SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB 
Council approved the extension and renaming of the site.  
  
177.  Black River Gorges-Bel Ombre Biosphere Reserve (Republic of Mauritius). 
Extension and renaming (former Bel Ombre Biosphere reserve). The MAB Council welcomed 
this extension and the efforts to expand the territory and functions of the biosphere reserve to 
meet the criteria, as the site fell under the exit strategy, and renaming of former Bel 
Ombre Biosphere reserve.   
   
178.  The MAB Council endorsed all the recommendations of the Advisory Committee 
contained in document SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev without any change. The MAB 
Council approved the extension and renaming of the site.  
   
179.  Vindelälven-Juhttátahkka Biosphere Reserve (Sweden). Renaming (former 
Vindelälven-Juhtatdahka). The MAB ICC welcomed the letter sent by the authorities on 30 
September 2019, with a formal request to change the spelling of the Vindelälven-Juhtatdahka 
Biosphere Reserve. 
 
180.   MAB ICC noted the new spelling of the Vindelälven-Juhttátahkka Biosphere Reserve.  

  
C. Voluntary withdrawals   
  
181.  The MAB Secretariat had received letters informing on voluntary withdrawn for 11 sites by 
Member states concerned. These are: five sites in Australia, four sites in Bulgaria, one site in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and one site in Mexico. The MAB-ICC therefore took note that the 
following biosphere reserves no longer are part of the WNBR:  

• Uluru (Ayers Rock-Mount Olga), Australia  
• Croajingalong, Australia  
• Riverland (formerly Bookmark), Australia  
• Kosciuszko, Australia  
• Unnamed (Mamungari), Australia  
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• Ali Botouch, Bulgaria  
• Doupki-Djindjiritza, Bulgaria  
• Mantaritza, Bulgaria  
• Parangalitsa, Bulgaria  
• Lufira, the Democratic Republic of Congo    
• Reserva de la Biosfera Islas del Golfo de California, Mexico  

  
182.  With 25 new Biosphere Reserves approved by the MAB Council, one of them being 
a transboundary encompassing two national and one transboundary existing biosphere 
reserves, and the withdrawal of 11 BRs, the WNBR counts now: 714 biosphere reserves in 129 
countries including 21 transboundary sites. Five new countries joined the WNBR: Andorra, 
Cabo Verde, Comoros, Luxemburg and Trinidad and Tobago.  
 
183. The Delegate of France congratulated new BR and new countries for their inclusion to the 
WNBR as well as the extended, rezoned and renamed existing biosphere reserve. He recalled 
that the MAB ICC decisions are always based on IABCR assessment followed by the revision of 
the MAB Bureau. The exceptional conditions of this 32nd session due to COVID-19 outbreak has 
made this work difficult and he thanked  the MAB Secretariat for its effort to clarify the decision of 
the MAB ICC. As this has already been mentioned by the MAB Secretariat in his report during the 
first day of the session, the  delegate of France pointed out  MAB national committee of his country  
considered that some of the evaluations presented in the document SC-20/CONF.232/8.rev were 
not fully harmonized.  He further explained that in some cases  new site are  be recommended 
for approval although it was not fully compliant with the criteria of the statutory framework , for 
instance the lack of a management or a policy plan. In the contrary,  in some cases management 
or policy plan was necessary before  the proposed biosphere reserves could be approved. In the 
future, he said that his delegation  would like to state firmly that all the proposals presented should 
be examined in the same way by the IABCR in full respect of the provision of the criteria of the 
statutory framework.   Therefore, he requested  that the Secretariat make tangible proposals to 
the next IABCR and to MAB ICC in order to improve the fair treatment of all proposals and the full 
compliance with the statutory framework using in particular the technical guidelines for Biosphere 
reserves whose quality was underlined .   
   
184. The Chair ensured the Delegate of France that his concerns are well noted  and that they 
will be discussed during the forthcoming MAB Bureau meeting for the seek of credibility of the 
network. He took the opportunity to thank the IABCR to review all the dossier and prepare 
recommendations for the decision of the MAB Council. He said that the provision of management 
plan and policy plan were always fully considered when assessing a proposal dossier.   
   
185. The MAB Secretary responded to the Delegate of France that his point will be fully 
captured in the report. He confirmed, as the Chair already said, that this point will be put on the 
agenda of the next MAB Bureau meeting and that MAB Secretariat will follow up all his advice 
concerning the Advisory Committee.  

186. The Director General of Institutional Development and Promotion of the National 
Commission on Natural Protected Areas of Mexico (CONANP), Mr Camacho Rico, announced 
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that CONANP and the Mexican MAB Committee agreed to withdraw the Islas del Golfo de 
California Biosphere Reserve from the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. For five years both 
entities sought options to modify the zonation of the biosphere reserve, as requested by the MAB-
ICC. Due to the large territory, which covers four states of the Mexican republic, a long coastline 
and many islands, this modification is extremely difficult because of its large territory. This 
decision by the Mexican government is aimed at redesigning the zonation of the biosphere 
reserve and probably splitting it up to ensure that each one complies with the Statutory Framework.  
Mr Camacho Rico stated that the Islas del Golfo de California Biosphere Reserve is a pre ‘Seville 
Strategy and its Statutory Framework’ site, which joined the World Network of Biosphere 
Reserves 25 years ago. The review process took five years and required collective consultation 
and analysis carried out with the technical support of CONANP staff whose effort and experience 
in finding solutions he recognized. Mr Camacho Rico thanked the Advisory Committee, the 
International Coordinating Council and the MAB Secretariat for their efforts and reiterated his 
appreciation of the MAB Programme. 

X. MAB Young Scientists Awards Scheme  
  
187.  The MAB Secretariat introduced the document SC-20/CONF.232/9 and presented the 
winners of the MAB Young Scientists Awards (YSA) 2020 selected by the Bureau of the MAB-
ICC. The MAB-ICC was invited to consider and endorse the proposed winners of the MAB YSA 
of 2020.  
  
188.  The Secretariat through the respective MAB National Committees and National 
Commissions for UNESCO received forty-six (46) eligible applications from thirty-one (31) 
countries (Annex 5), twenty-five (25) of the applicants were women.  Applications were received 
from the following countries: Algeria, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Benin, Botswana, Bulgaria, 
Colombia, Côte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Egypt, Gambia, the Republic of Guinea, Indonesia, Iran, 
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Madagascar, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Nigeria, Philippines, 
Romania, Russian Federation, Sri Lanka, Trinidad and Tobago, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam and 
Zimbabwe.   
  
189.  The Secretariat briefed the Council on a selection procedure. It further informed that 
the outgoing Bureau of the MAB-ICC at its online meeting on 19 October 2020 
approved unanimously the selection of the six winners of 2020 MAB YSA to be endorsed by the 
32nd Session of the MAB-ICC. It further recalled that the Bureau members also pointed out their 
satisfaction with selected winners and their studies and acknowledged that some projects address 
to the upcoming UN Decades on Ocean Science for Sustainable Development and Ecosystem 
Restoration.   
  
190.  The Secretariat emphasized that this year female candidates and winners were prevailing. 
It further shared a summary discussion of the outgoing Bureau on the PowerPoint presentation.    
 
191.  It further informed that the new Bureau was briefed at its first online meeting on 23 
October about the Selection of the 2020 MAB Young Scientists Awards and supported the 
selection to be endorsed by the MAB-ICC.  
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192.  Before asking the Council to endorse the selection, the MAB Secretary again called upon 
the Member States for an extrabudgetary support enabling to increase a number of MAB YSA 
winners.  
  
193.  In accordance with the revised criteria and conditions for the MAB Young Scientist 
Awards (MAB YSA) approved by the 29th session of MAB-ICC, the Bureau of the MAB 
Council reviewed the applications received and selected the six (6) winners of the 2020 MAB 
Young Scientists Awards funded by UNESCO.   
  
194.  The Council then endorsed the winners of the 2020 MAB Young Scientists Award. The 
winners and the title of their research studies are:   

GENDER  SURNAME                         NAME  COUNTRY  
   
REGION   TITLE OF STUDY  

F 
PRAPTIWI  
   Radisti Ayu  Indonesia  ASPAC 

Understanding the impact of climate change to 
cultural ecosystem services in tropical marine 
biosphere reserve 
Taka Bonerate Kepulauan Selayar  
   

M 
FALEMARA  
   

Babajide 
Charles  Nigeria  AFR 

Economic valuation of tropical tree species 
and soil carbon sequestration potential as 
ecosystem services in the context of climate 
change in the core, buffer and transition zones 
of Omo biosphere reserve  
   

M 
ADEYEMI  
   Opeyemi  Nigeria  AFR 

Assessing and mapping communities' 
preferences for ecosystem services in Omo 
Biosphere Reserve, Nigeria: an approach to 
enhance sustainable management of 
Biosphere Reserve and promote people's 
livelihood  
   

F 

DELFIN DE 
LEON  
   
   Sandra  Cuba  LAC 

Farming, propagation and assisted 
reproduction of stony corals for the study of 
reef restoration in Cuba  
   

F 

THIERRY DE 
VILLE D'AVRAY  
   Laure  

Philippines 
  ASPAC 

The Influence of artificial reefs on fish 
communities and their potential socio-economic 
benefits. A study in Palawan Biosphere 
Reserve (Philippines)  
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F 
GANEA  
   

Iolanda-
Veronica  Romania  ENA 

Designing efficient strategies for the 
implementation of an ecotourism network 
in Sfântu Gheorghe Channel area of the 
Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve   
   

  
195.  The Chair opened a short discussion.   
  
196.  Ghana congratulated to all the winners and recalled a relevance of the MAB YSA as one 
of important tools to strengthen a youth involvement in the MAB Programme. She recalled that 
Ghana is the country with one of the highest numbers of MAB YSA winners and mentioned that 
in past 10 winners were selected. In this regard, she asked to re-examine ways in seeking funds 
to support more winners. The delegate from Ghana also highlighted that the Award 
Scheme empowers  women and strengthens their and youth’s role in science. She further 
mentioned that Ghana is on the way to innovate a youth network and would like to encourage 
other MSs to share their experience in this regard.  
  
197.  In a response, the MAB Secretary mentioned that funds are continuous issue and is not 
expected a significant increase of the regular budget. Therefore, he again encouraged 
governments and NGOs to seek an extrabudgetary support to this Young Scientists Awards 
Scheme which is a great programme for and in biosphere reserves and helping youth to be 
involved in.  
  
198.  South Africa also congratulated to all winners and recommended that the MAB Secretariat 
will establish a youth platform where MAB YSA research results will be placed. The Delegate of 
South Africa mentioned a MAB publication planned to be launched next year on the occasion 
of the 50th anniversary of MAB Programme and recommended that MAB YSA research studies 
as well as Michelle Batisse activities will be included there.  
  
199.  The Secretary thanked the Council for endorsing the six winners and looked forward for 
suggestions in future how to increase a number of these excellent young researchers working in 
biosphere reserves.  
  
XI. Technical Guidelines for Biosphere Reserves (TGBR) 
 
200. The MAB Secretariat introduced document SC-20/CONF.232/10 concerning Technical 
Guidelines for Biosphere Reserves (TGBR) and provided background information on its 
development and final validation process.  
 
201.   The MAB Secretariat recalled that the decision to develop TGBR was taken by the 27th 
Session of the MAB Council, while the MAB Bureau approved the TGBR terms of reference and 
roadmap at its  30th Session in 2018 in Palembang, Indonesia. TGBR is intended to TGBR enable 
Member States and the MAB-ICC to respond to the various practical challenges and technical 
questions encountered in the implementation of the Seville Strategy and the articles of the 
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Statutory Framework of World Network of Biosphere Reserve (WNBR). TGBR will foster the 
implementation of current MAB strategy (2015-2025), the Lima Action Plan (2016-2025) and 
future Strategies and Action Plans. The TGBR will be an open access web-based living document 
compiling contributions and experiences from the MAB community. It will be supported by a so 
called “TBGR support platform” which will serve as repository of references and case studies to 
illustrate the topics and to provide more practical details.   
  
202.   The MAB Secretariat also recalled the process of nomination and establishment as well as 
the composition of the TGBR Working Group (WG) and its four thematic subgroups (TSGs) as 
well as the Bureau (Chairs and Rapporteurs). By November 2018, 70 experts from 33 countries 
composed the working group, approximately representative of number of Biosphere Reserves in 
each region (with an average of 1/3 female members) were invited to confirm their participation 
in the TGBRs to form a core of active experts by theme. The TGBR working groups (TGBR-WGs)  
and TGBR-Thematic Sub Groups (TGBR-TSG's)  worked exclusively online and in English. The 
TSG’s started working on January 2019.  
  
203.     The MAB Secretariat informed the MAB Council that in line with the recommendation of 
31st session of the MAB Council, a consultant was hired to support the drafting process since 
March 2020. 
  
204.    TSG’s drafting process was completed in May 2020. The four thematic documents were 
consolidated in a single draft  which was reviewed by the TGBR-WG bureau by June 2020. In line 
with MAB ICC recommendation, the subsequent draft was reviewed by IABCR in July 2020. The 
MAB Bureau reviewed the revised draft by IABCR and approved the final draft in September 2020 
which is the version contained in Annex I of the document SC-20/CONF.232/10.   
  
205.     The MAB Secretariat underlined the need to increase the number and the regional 
representativeness of case studies in the current version and inform the MAB Council that next 
step will be to create the TGBR webpage with its support page.  
  
206.     The representative of the MAB Secretariat paid tribute to the work of the members of the 
TGBR-WG and TSG’s as well as to the consultant, Mr Petr Čupa, former member of the IABCR 
Advisory committee who provided excellent support to the drafting process. She also 
acknowledged with thanks the work done by the IABCR and the MAB Bureau which enriched the 
draft. 
   
207.    The MAB Council was requested to examine and to take note of the final draft of the 
Technical Guidelines for Biosphere Reserve; to provide guidance to the MAB Secretariat with 
regards to possible new items to be added to the TGBR   ; and to encourage Member States to 
send relevant case studies for the 4 priority items: to provide support towards the further 
development of the document.  
  
208.      The Chair gave to the floor to the representatives of the TGBR-WG and the former Chair 
of the MAB Bureau. The Chair of IABCR and Mr Čupa were also invited to talk but they could not 
join the online meeting due to technical issues. 
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209.      Mr Martin Price, Delegate of the United Kingdom, Chair of the TSG’s on Zonation and of 
the TGBR-WG started by acknowledging the excellent process which learned a lot from the 
development the Lima Action Plan and  that the groups did a very good job with regards to the 
consultation process and repressiveness which allows everyone to contribute.  Due to the 
voluntary basis of the experts’ commitment and the online nature of the work, the process was 
not always very conducive to produce the very best product and therefore he warmly paid tribute 
to Mr Čupa’s contribution in pulling out all the pieces to produce this final draft which still need to 
be cleaned up before its goes on the web.  
  
210.      Mr Martin Price underlined that this document would never be a final document because 
it is meant to be a living document. Therefore, there is a need to have a formal method to maintain 
the document in good quality and useful to serve our MAB family. He suggested that a small 
review committee, distinctive of the IABCR, and with volunteered members, be established to 
maintain the quality of the TGBR. He agreed that more case studies on good practices should be 
identified and included in the TGBR. Finally, he stated that to be useful to the maximum of people, 
the TGBR should be translated in other languages with for instance the help of National 
Commissions for UNESCO.   
  
211.      Ms Enny Sudarmonowati, Delegate of Indonesia and former Chair of the MAB ICC started 
by underlining the lengthy process of the development of the TGBR. She informed on the thorough 
full review  of the MAB Bureau. She also pointed out that she was personally very keen to increase  
the representativeness of the regions in the case studies which is now improved in this last draft. 
She also raised the issue of the difficulty to get the information from the site even though it is  
known as good example. By now, the TGBR includes 56 cases and a representativity from each 
region, but it is an ongoing process. She thanked the MAB Secretariat and the consultant for the 
support in the revision process.  
  
212.     The Chair then opened the floor to the Council for comments. 
  
213.    The Delegate of Colombia congratulated the entire team for having achieved this result 
despite the challenges including the representativity by region. He thanks the MAB Secretariat for 
organizing a second call of proposal for experts. He also claimed for more publicity on the work 
that has been delivered. He recommended that the name of the experts and their country and 
institutions be publicized in recognition of their effort. He also stressed the importance of 
translation of the document in other languages. Since it is a living document, he also proposed 
that periodic report on the changes of the document be done to the Council.      
  
214.     The Delegate of Republic of Korea congratulated and expressed her appreciation to the 
TGBR-WG and MAB Secretariat for the quality of the draft and for the hard work. She emphasized 
the need to regularly update this living document and to provide additional case studies. She 
requested that the MAB Secretariat clearly design a maintenance plan and process and supported 
the idea of establishing a review committee as suggested by the Delegate of UK; but she also 
said that this could be done annually by the IABCR. The report on the update could be done to 
the MAB Bureau including the option of using annual meetings of the IABCR. She also stressed 
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the need to translate the document in other languages to maximise its outreach and she 
suggested that MAB Secretariat may provide additional fundings for this purpose. She suggested 
that the MAB ICC encourage Member States to develop national guidelines for their own needs 
based on the TGBR as some as countries have already done.   
  
215.     The Delegate of France thanks for the presentation and said that his country was very 
keen to have such TGBR which is vital for the network especially with regards to the 
implementation of the excellence process and enhancement for the quality of WNBR in the future. 
He recalled that the idea of the TGBR is to have a document which support the implementation 
of the article 4 of the Statutory Framework, to guide Member states to manage their biosphere 
reserves and to do their periodic review. It also serves as a jurisprudence which will help the 
IABCR to avoid discrepancies. He said that the MAB Secretariat, the Chair of the working groups 
and the experts must be congratulated for remarkable efforts. The Delegate emphasized that the 
document should not be formally adopted by the MAB ICC because it is not be binding; he pointed 
out that the TGBR  are not replacing the statutory framework of biosphere reserves; but shall  
shade light on it and makes its implementation easier. However, the provision of the guidelines 
should not be laxer than the statutory framework and he gave two examples of discrepancies in 
the guidelines. He recommended that the document be re-read to be in total conformity with the 
statutory framework before it is published on the web.    Finally, with regards to the draft decision 
asking for possible additional themes, he stressed that the document was complete and suffice 
for its objectives detailed above and that its needs to be enriched with additional cases rather 
than with additional themes.     
  
216.      The Delegate of Germany applauded the work done by the TGBR-WG, the consultant 
and the MAB Secretariat and inform that her country was happy to have contributed to 3 out of 
the 4 TSG’s. She fully supported France on the statutes of the guidelines which should not be 
adopted by the MAB Council as it is a guiding document. Being a living document, the delegate 
says that this draft still needs to be reviewed and reformulated. For instance, in the zonation part, 
the high difference of legal protection all over the world should be fully reflected in the document. 
She said that there are no needs for additional themes, but more case studies would be useful. 
She ended by thanking the MAB Secretariat for guiding the TSG’s through this process which 
was not an easy one but was successful.  
  
217.      The Delegate of Australia congratulated all concerned for this impressive document. The 
delegate pointed out that the mix of text and case studies in the document was disturbing the 
reading. He stressed that more attention should be given to the presentation of the document and 
proposed that a pdf version be made available for printing while the case studies would be 
maintained in a platform online. As the delegate of the Republic of Korea, he recommended an 
annual update of the living document after each Council where major decisions are made that 
may affect its content.  
  
218.     The MAB Secretary read the statement of the Delegate of Austria which could not take 
the floor due to technical problems. The Delegate of Austria acknowledged the work done so far 
and thanks the TGBR-WGs, TSG’s and the MAB Secretariat for this excellent document. He also 
pointed out that illustrating the technical text with practical case studies really improve the 
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usefulness of the document. He supported the proposal to have translation in other languages 
and call upon regional network to provide this support.  
  
219.     In its response, the MAB Secretariat welcomed the idea of having a TGBR review 
committee. We must see how to it do it and to make sure we have a right balance. We need to 
increase the number of case studies with the support of the Member States. For the languages, 
this is vital that the TGBR be translated in many languages as possible. The underlined the need 
to translate the main text (not the case studies) in the 6 UN languages which will be sent to the 
MAB National Committees for review. The MAB Secretariat called upon other language group to 
translate the document to reach as much stakeholders as possible. However, the MAB Council 
should keep in mind that it is a matter of resources. As suggested by some delegates, the MAB 
Secretariat gave the insurance that the document will be re-read to avoid any discrepancies 
before it is put on the web. The MAB Secretariat confirmed that a web platform will be created for 
gathering the case studies which will solve the presentation issue raised by the honourable 
delegate of Australia. With regards to the additional case studies, it will be necessary to define 
some criteria to select them as best practices.     
  
220.      The Chair joined the delegates by congratulating and thanking the MAB Secretariat, M. 
Petr Čupa and the TGBR-WGs and TSGs  for the excellent work and product.  He asked the MAB 
Secretariat to ensure that the document be re-read before it is uploaded on the web to address 
concerns raised by some delegates and to avoid any contradiction or misinterpretation. The Chair 
stressed the importance for the Member States to establish well-functioning MAB national 
Committees for anything related to MAB programme and biosphere reserves.  
  
221.     The TGBR being a living document, the MAB ICC took note of the final draft of the 
Technical Guidelines for Biosphere Reserve and requested the MAB Secretariat to implement its 
recommendations.,  
 
XII. Celebration of MAB 50th Anniversary - Proposal for Celebration of MAB 
50th Anniversary   
  
222. The Secretariat referred to the document SC-20/CONF.232/11 providing an  overview on 
the four pillars that the 50th anniversary of the MAB Programme is based, as well as the main 
activities, and a roadmap to ensure the success of the celebration at a global level.  
  
223. The Secretariat mentioned that in 2021, the Programme will not only celebrate 50 years, 
but also 75 years of the Organization. These anniversaries will be a major milestone to highlight 
UNESCO and MAB's commitment to the biodiversity and sustainable development global 
agenda.  
   
224. It also emphasized that this event should be promoted on the four corners of the world, 
and therefore the Secretariat proposed to the MAB Bureau to invite Dr Jane Goodall, DBE, UN 
Messenger for Peace to become the spokesperson of the 50th anniversary of the MAB 
Programme.  
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225. Dr Goodall is an internationally accredited scientist, mainly known for her innovative 
discoveries on chimpanzee behaviour. Much of Dr Goodall's research was conducted in the area 
that currently is the Gombe Masito Ugalla Biosphere Reserve, Tanzania, a proposal supported 
by Dr Goodall. UNESCO and especially the MAB Secretariat has worked closely with the Jane 
Goodall Institute and with Dr Goodall herself in the Great Apes Survival Partnership (GRASP). 
She is invited in December 2020 by the Director-General of UNESCO to highlight the high level 
of scientists working with the Organization.  
   
226. The Secretariat closed the presentation by inviting Members States to provide guidance 
to the MAB Secretariat for the celebration and to be part of the celebration.  
   
227. Germany welcomed the comprehensive presentation and proposed that, as for the 40th 
anniversary of the Programme celebrated in Dresden on the theme of climate change, the theme 
of "youth involvement" could be taken up this year, to highlight the role of the MAB Programme 
for future generations and the role of youth as the new generation that will keep 
the Progamme alive. Germany will organize a 2nd MAB Youth Forum in September and will keep 
promoting youth involvement, for example by inviting youth to participate at the national 
committee. In regard with educational material, the country suggested to build on existing material 
developed by biosphere reserves that have already the experience.  
   
228. Colombia appreciated the inspiring presentation and highlighted the innovative activities. 
It supported the idea of presenting sounds from biosphere reserves and mentioned that 
Colombia's National Parks Department has a Twitter that publishes sounds from the country's 
protected areas.   
  
229. The delegate also suggested using the International Day for Biological Diversity and World 
Environment Day as platforms to communicate about the 50th anniversary.   
  
230. Finally, Colombia expressed the importance that National Commissions, MAB committees 
and permanent delegations could accompany the Secretariat in this celebration.  
   
231. Australia appreciated the impressive presentation but mentioned several concerns: the 
extensive programme of activities, as the Secretariat has limited human and financial resources; 
that the anniversary is tight to the UNESCO Biodiversity Strategy, and the programme works not 
only on biodiversity issues but in other aspects and expects that they will be also well represented. 
The country mention that the illustration of the anniversary should be reviewed.  
  
232. Australia agreed that young people have an important role to play in the celebration, and 
for this reason cited there is concern that a non MAB personality such as Jane Goodall will be the 
spokesperson. It proposes that youth representatives from each region are invited to play the role 
of ambassadors for the celebration. It also asked the Secretariat to clarify the current status of 
the invitation to Dr Goodall. Australia suggested that a working group be formed to assist the 
Secretariat in organizing and raising funds for the celebration.  
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233. The Secretariat mentioned that all points were well taken and assured that all the 
presented will be able to be carried out. The Secretariat mentioned that financial support is always 
welcome in order to carry out more activities.  
   
234. The Secretary also explained that Dr Goodall's invitation had not yet been made and it 
was up to the MAB Council to decide whether she or someone else should be the spokesperson 
for this anniversary.  
   
235. The Secretariat explained that UNESCO's Biodiversity Strategy, like MAB, has a holistic 
vision, and that it analyses environmental challenges not only from a biodiversity point of view, 
but also the interaction of humans with other species.  
   
236. The Biodiversity Strategy will be a flagship in MAB, since through the 50 years of 
experience of the Programme, ideas can be created on how to inhabit the Earth in a more 
respectful way and generate responses to the crises we are going through. The Biodiversity 
Strategy was requested by the Member States as a response of the current environmental and 
sanitary crisis and is completely inter-sectoral, relying on education, natural and social sciences 
and culture to redefine the relations between humans and other living species.  
   
237. Italy appreciated the clear presentation of the Secretariat and stressed the importance of 
increasing the visibility of the Programme, especially as 2021 is a very important year for the 
environment.  
  
238. The country also appreciated the idea of remembering those who have participated 
throughout the history of the programme but also of working with young people. Italy agreed that 
the MAB programme should work on the issue of biodiversity from a holistic perspective.   
  
239. Finally, the country offered the support of the MAB Committee for this celebration.    
   
240. South Africa supported the idea of appointing Dr Goodall as a spokesperson for the 50th 
anniversary, as she is an internationally recognised scientist, and this can help MAB to increase 
its visibility. It also supports having youth representatives on a regional level.  
   
241. France mentioned that the anniversary of focusing mainly on the future and proposes two 
actions: to facilitate the mobilization of young people around the world on the values of MAB and 
towards a sustainable world by influencing the social networks. It also proposes to reflect 
collectively on the contributions that can be made to the Earth Summit in 2022 and to be in the 
front line, as was the case in 1971 when the MAB Programme was created.  
  
242. France will celebrate the anniversary in the country and during the IUCN World Congress 
which should take place in Marseille, France in 2021.  
   
243. Austria thanked the Secretariat for its presentation and informed that the Austrian MAB 
Committee would be preparing a special issue on mountain biosphere reserves in the scientific 
journal "eco.mont". 
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244. The Republic of Korea suggested that, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary, a message 
on biodiversity and sustainable development should be published so that the general public would 
know and understand the meaning and achievements of the MAB Programme.    
  
245. The country also suggested that the role of UNESCO and biosphere reserves as spaces  
for peace should be highlighted, given that building peace is the core purpose of UNESCO.  
   
246. After these interventions, the MAB Council approved the proposal to invite Dr Goodall to 
be the spokesperson for the 50th anniversary and to have youth representatives at the regional 
level.  
  
XIII. Date and venue of the 33rd session of the MAB-ICC  
  
247. The MAB Secretary recalled that the 33rd Session of MAB-ICC should be held not later 
than in June 2021 considering a pandemic situation and also an enormous number of both, 
planned meetings - like the Executive Board and UNESCO General Conference meetings, and 
postponed global events.  
   
248. The Chair, as the representative of Nigeria, expressed that Nigeria stays ready to host the 
next ICC session if a pandemic situation allows. He further assured that funds have been 
committed for the next year and pointed out that the video to be played will again perform a 
Nigeria’s support to the MAB programme and show all the beauties and commitments to nature.  
   
249. Some countries, like Australia and France, recalled a need to have a plan B in the case if 
a situation will not allow to hold the 33rd session in Nigeria. The Secretary confirmed that the HQ 
is always a plan B.  
   
250. The MAB Council then decided that the next MAB ICC will take place in Abuja, Nigeria, 
most probably in June 2021 although it may change to be held in UNESCO HQ as a subject of a 
pandemic situation. The Council also confirmed that the Exit strategy will be completed next year.  
  
XIV.  Other Matters  
  
251. Spain proposed to promote a declaration of the International Day of Biosphere Reserves. 
The Delegate recalled that this rather long-term initiative has been discussed several times 
and in different IberoMAB meetings since the 2nd Congress on Biosphere Reserves. He also 
pointed that recently, Spain sent a letter to ADG/SC in this regard.     
  
252. The Delegate of Spain mentioned that the country is very active in the MAB Programme with 
its 52 biosphere reserves. Spain assumed that a declaration of this international day in the year 
of the 50th anniversary of the MAB Programme would be an excellent opportunity to promote 
values of these model sites for sustainable development, and living in harmony with nature, and 
transmit these values especially to young people.    
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253.  Spain therefore asked the ICC to consider this proposal and briefed that country is ready 
to continue to achieve a declaration of the International Day of Biosphere Reserves. A prevailing 
majority of Member States supported Spain’s proposal. Thus, the Secretariat will work with Spain 
on this subject. In this regard, Spain will provide a detailed proposal on way forward and actions 
needed to catalyze a declaration process of the International Day of Biosphere Reserves.     
  
XV. Closure of the Session  
  
254.  The MAB Secretary expressed sincere thanks to all the participants for their patience and 
indulgency for various technical problems associated with the online session.  
  
255.  He pointed out that to organize online a worldwide conference, such the MAB-ICC session, 
is not an easy task but it has been jointly succeeded. The Secretary highlighted a role of 
Members States and their biosphere reserves which performed viability of the MAB Programme 
in the current pandemic crisis and expressed a proudness to serve as the Secretary with all the 
staff to this Programme.   
  
256.  On behalf of the Secretariat as well as of the staff in Field Offices and all the people 
supporting this online session, the Secretary thanked participants to stand by and 
also acknowledged work of interpreters and technicians, thanked the Bureau, the Advisory 
Committee and in particular, the Chair to take the participants successfully through the session 
and in this regard, he thanked also on behalf of the UNESCO Director-General. The Secretary 
also recalled that many UNESCO colleagues listened to this session and could learn a lot of 
positive lessons.  
  
257.  In his concluding words, the Secretary explained a process on a report drafting from this 
online session.    
  
258. The Chair appreciated everybody’s work and recalled that this MAB-ICC has been 
a worldwide meeting. He thanked the MAB Secretary and all the Secretariat’s staff.  He further 
acknowledged the Director-General, the Assistant Director-General for Natural 
Sciences, the delegates, the observers, the Bureau, the Advisory Committee, the interpreters 
and the technical staff.   
  
259. The Chair expressed his hope to see all in Nigeria in 2021 and declared the 32nd session 
as closed.  
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Ms Engels Barbara  
Federal Agency for Nature Conservation  
Konstantinstr. 110  
Bonn 53179  
Germany  
barbara.engels@bfn.de  
+49-228-84911780 
Mr Heugel Michael  
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation and Nuclear Safety 
Robert-Schuman-Platz 3  
53175 Bonn  
Germany 
michael.heugel@bmu.bund.de  
+49-228-3052620 
 
Mr Moeller Lutz 
German UNESCO Commission   
Martin-Luther-Allee 42  
Bonn 53175  
Germany  
moeller@unesco.de  
+49-228-60497122 
 
Ms Thormann Birthe  
Federal Agency for Nature Conservation  
Konstantinstr. 110  
Bonn 53179  
Germany  
birthe.thormann@bfn.de  
+49-228-84911784 
 
Ghana  
Ms Ashong Sheila  
Deputy Director  
Natural Resources  
PO Box M326 Ministries  
Accra M  
Ghana  
sashong@gmail.com  
+233244440476 
 
Mr Attua Morgan Emmanuel  
Professor  
University of Ghana  
Legon,  
Accra LG 59  
Ghana  
emattua@ug.edu.gh  
+233244664913 
 
Mr Acquah Jnr. Isaac Charles  
Ag. Director and head Natural Resources 
Department  

Environmental Protection Agency of Ghana 
Accra M326  
Ghana  
icacquah@hotmail.com  
+233243004082 
 
Mr Asare Apollonius Osei-Akoto  
Principal Programme Officer  
Natural Science  
Ghana National Commission for UNESCO 
Ministry of Education  
Accra GA-110  
Ghana 
a.asare@unescoghana.org 
+233208874871 
 
Haiti 
Mr Philippe Joseph Emmanuel 
Directeur 
30, Bon repos 47  
Port-au-Prince HT 6110  
Haiti  
jephilippesr@gmail.com  
+50948961594 
 
Mr Jules James Samuel R.  
Conseiller, Chargé d'Affaires ad intérim1 rue 
Miollis  
Paris 75015 
France  
dl.haiti@unesco-delegations.org 
+33145682519 
 
Ms Lindor Marie Ketheline 
Premier Secrétaire  
1 rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France  
k.lindor.ht@unesco-delegations.org 
+33145682518 
 
Indonesia / Indonésie  
Ms Gultom Dwie Irmawaty  
Indonesian Institute of Science 
Acting Head of Cooperation  
Jln. Gatot Subroto 10  
Jakarta 12710  
Indonesia  
dwie.irmawaty.gultom@gmail.com 
dwie.irmawaty@gmail.com 
 
Mr Nasir Arrmanatha Ambassador 
Permanent Delegate  
47 rue Cortambert  
Paris 75116 
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France  
dl.indonesia@unesco-delegations.org 
+33634259573 
 
Mr Nugroho Hari  
Kusnoto Bld. 4th Floor, Jl. Ir. H.  
Juanda No. 18  
Bogor 16122  
Indonesia  
hntawon@gmail.com  
+62 813 19627636 
 
Mr Purwanto Yohanes  
Executive Director 
The Indonesian MAB Programme National 
Committee, LIPI  
Gedung Kusnoto Lt 4, Jl. Ir. H. Juanda 18 
Bogor 16122  
Indonesia  
purwanto.lipi@gmail.com 
+628128360011 
 
Mr Putra Surya Rosa 
Ambassador 
Alternate Permanent Delegate  
47 Rue Cortambert  
75116 Paris  
France  
srosaputra@gmail.com 
+33634259573 
 
Ms Rossdiana Renatha Ayu  
Bureau for Cooperation, Legal and Public 
Relation 
Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI)Jl. 
Jend Gatot Subroto Kav 10  
Jakarta 12710  
Indonesia 
renatha.rossdiana.rr@gmail.com  
+62 81232420093  
 
Mr Wiratno Wiratno  
Director General of Conservation on Natural 
Resources and Ecosystem Manggala 
Wanabakti Building 
Jakarta 16610  
Indonesia  
lennikris@yahoo.com 
+628128204349 
 
Italy / Italie  
Mr Giordano Tommaso  
First Secretary  
50 Rue de Varenne  
Paris 75007 

France 
t.giordano.it@unesco-delegations.org  
 
Mr Di Bella Ottavio  
Adviser of the Minister for the promotion of 
environmental culture and the institutional 
communication  
Via Cristoforo Colombo 44  
Roma 00147  
Italy  
dibella.ottavio@minambiente.it 
+390657225574 
 
Mr Petrillo Pier Luigi  
Chief of Cabinet of the Minister for the 
Environment, Land and Sea  
via Cristoforo Colombo 44  
Rome 00144  
Italy 
segreteria.capogab@minambiente.it 
+390657225528 
  
Kazakhstan  
Mr Jashenko Roman  
Chairman 
Kazakhstan National MAB Committee 
Institute of Zoology, 93 al-Farabi Str. 
Almaty 050060  
Kazakhstan  
rjashenko@kazmab.kz 
+77017233525  
 
Ms Ilina Viktoriya  
Member  
Kazakhstan National MAB Committee 
Institute of Zoology, 93 al-Farabi Str. 
Almaty 050060  
Kazakhstan  
ilina@kazmab.kz  
+77772227531 
 
Ms Aliya Baisabayeva  
Permanent Delegation  
7, place de Fontenoy  
Paris F-75352  
dl.kazakhstan@unesco-delegations.org 
+77779992232 
 
Kenya  
Mr Arero Jaro  
Secretary 
Kenya MAB Committee  
16th Floor, National Bank Building  
Harambee Avenue  
Nairobi 00200  
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Kenya  
jarero@unesco.go.ke 
+254721629846 
 
Mr Eshiamwata George  
Deputy Director  
P.O Box 72107  
Nairobi  00200  
Kenya  
g.eshiamwata@unesco.go.ke 
+2547202229053 
 
Ms Gichuhi Hellen  
Ambassador  
Deputy Permanent Delegate  
1 Rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France  
h.gichuhi.ke@unesco-delegations.org 
+33145683281 
 
Ms Kandie Phyllis  
Ambassador  
Permanent Delegate  
1 Rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France 
dl.kenya@unesco-delegations.org 
+33145683281 
 
Ms Marwa Dorcas  
Third Secretary- Legal  
1 Rue Miollis  
Paris 750015  
France 
bkdmarwa@mfa.go.ke 
+33751599209 
 
Ms Nyaga Evelyn  
Programme Officer  
1 Rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France  
e.nyaga.ke@unesco-delegations.org 
+33145683281 
 
Mr Oluoch Paul  
Senior Programme Officer  
1 Rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France  
j.oluoch.ke@unesco-delegations.org 
+33145683281 
 
Luxemburg  

Ms Beck Simone  
Présidente de la Commission 
luxembourgeoise pour la coopération avec 
l'UNESCO  
4, boulevard Roosevelt  
Luxembourg 2450  
Luxembourg  
simone.beck@education.lu  
+352 621156474 
  
Ms Decker Catherine  
Secrétaire générale de la Commission 
luxembourgeoise pour la coopération avec 
l'UNESCO  
4, boulevard Roosevelt  
Luxembourg 2450  
Luxembourg  
catherine.decker@mc.etat.lu  
+352 661819400 
Ms Renoir Isabelle  
Project Manager  
6 Ellergronn  
Esch sur Alzette 4114  
Luxembourg  
renoir@prosud.lu 
 
Ms Tavernier Gaelle  
Coordinateur de la réserve de biospère 
Minett  
Syndicat PRO-SUD  
6, Ellergronn  
Esch-sur-Alzette L-4114 
Luxembourg  
tavernier@prosud.lu  
+352691937193 
 
Maldives  
Ms Abdul Rahman Muhusina  
Senior Environment Analyst  
Green Building, Ministry of Environment 
Male 20392  
Maldives 
muhsina.abdulrahman@environment.gov.mv
+9607707931 
 
Mr Ali Shafee  
Outreach Officer  
Baa Atoll Biosphere Reserve  
Office B. Eydhafushi  
06080 Maldives 
shafee.ali@epa.gov.mv  
+960 9993837 
 
Mr Hassan Hussain Rasheed 
Minister Green Building 
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Ministry of Environment  
Male 20392  
Maldives 
hussain.hassan@environment.gov.mv 
+9607771407 
 
Mr Shareef Abdulla Falah  
Mayor Fuvahmulah City Council, Narugis 
magu,  
Maadhadu Fuvahmulah City 18014 
Maldives 
falah.shareef@fuvahmulah.gov.mv  
+960 6865001 
 
Mr Sodiq Abdulla  
Mayor Addu City Council,  
Medhe-aari Magu  
Hithadhoo Addu City 19060  
Maldives 
mayor@adducity.gov.mv  
+960 6885003 
 
Mexico / Mexique  
Mr Camacho Rico Fernando  
Director General de Desarrollo Institucional y 
Promoción  
Comisión Nacional de Áreas Naturales 
Protegidas  
Ejercito Nacional 223, piso 12, Colonia 
Anahuac I Seccion, Alc. Miguel Hidalgo, 
Ciudad de Mexico 11320  
Mexico  
fernando.camacho@conanp.gob.mx 
+55 5449 7000 Ext. 17206, 17293 
 
Ms Gallina Tessaro Maria Pia 
Directora de Patrimonio Mundial Natural y 
Programa MAB  
Ejercito Nacional 223, piso 12, Colonia 
Anahuac I Seccion, Alc. Miguel Hidalgo, 
Ciudad de Mexico 11320  
Mexico 
mgallina@conanp.gob.mx 
+52 55 5449 7000 
 
Mr Guevara Sada Sergio  
Coordinador del Subcomité Temático del el 
Programa MAB de la Comisión Méxicana de 
Cooperación con la UNESCO (CONALMEX) 
Carretera Antigua a Coatepec No. 351, El 
haya Xalapa,  
Veracruz 91080  
Mexico 
guevarasada@gmail.com 
+228842 8 06 / 842 18 00 Ext.4210 

 
Mr Guevara Sergio  
Carretera Antigua a Coatepec 351 Xalapa  
Veracruz 91500  
Mexico 
sergio.guevara@inecol.mx 
+52 2281 241436 
 
Mr Madrigal Monarrez Ismael  
PhD - Science Sector , Permanent 
Delegation of Mexico to UNESCO  
1 rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France  
i.madrigal.mx@unesco-delegations.org 
+33 1 45 68 34 28 
 
Ms Rodriguez Sifuentes Emma Maria José 
Representante Permanente Alterna ante la 
UNESCO  
Maison de l'UNESCO  
1, rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France 
erodriguezs@sre.gob.mx  
+331 45 68 33 55 
 
Moldova / Moldavie   
Ms Miaun Iulia  
Deputy Permanent Delegate  
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of 
Moldova to UNESCO  
95 bd Berthier  
Paris 75017 
France  
iulia.miaun@mfa.gov.md 
    
Mr Risina Anatolie   
71, Bucuresti street, of. 1  
Chisinau MD-2012  
Republic of Moldova 
anatolie.risina@gmail.com  
+37360933009 
 
Morocco / Maroc   
Mr Fassi Driss   
Secrétaire Général du MAB-Maroc   
idrissfassi@yahoo.fr    
  
Nigeria   
Mr Adepoju Adeshola Olatunde 
Professor  
Forestry Research Institute of Nigeria 
Ibadan P.M.B. 5054  
Nigeria  
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soadepoju2005@gmail.com 
+2348035868634 
 
Mr Adeogun Paul  
Professor  
University of Maiduguri, 
Maiduguri 6000001  
Nigeria 
ffadeogun@unimaid.edu.ng 
+ 234703437399 
 
Oman  
Ms Al Sariri Thuraiya Said Khamis  
P.O. Box 323 Pc 100  
Muscat 100  
Oman  
thuraya.alsareeri@meca.gov.om  
+968-99435775 
 
Peru / Perou  
Ms Barrera Rosario  
Jefa adjunta del Servicio Nacional de Areas 
Naturales Protegidas  
Peru  
rbarrera@sernanp.gob.pe 
+33145682937 
 
Mr Bustamante Romeld  
Deuxième Secrétaire  
1 Rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France  
rb.perunesco@gmail.com  
+33677468081 
 
Mr Gamboa Pedro  
Jefe del Servicio Nacional de Areas 
Naturales Protegidas  
Lima 9999  
Peru  
pgamboa@sernanp.gob.pe  
+33145682937 
 
Mr Hidalgo Raul  
Ministre  
Délégué permanent adjoint du Pérou auprès 
de l'Unesco  
1 Rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France 
rh.perunesco@gmail.com  
+ 33 762081086 
 
Republic of Korea / République de Corée 
Ms Choi Yeonsoo  

Programme Specialist  
Korean National Commission for UNESCO 
26 Myeongdong-gil, Jung-gu  
Seoul 04536  
Republic of Korea  
yschoi@unesco.or.kr  
+821068590920 
 
Mr Cho Do-Soon   
Chairperson 
MAB National Committee of the Republic of 
Korea 
Hyeoksinro 22  Wonju 26466  
Republic of Korea  
dscho@catholic.ar.kr 
+ 82 10 3019 4357 
 
Mr Kim  Dong Gi  
Ambassador  
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of 
Korea to UNESCO  
Tour Montparnasse, Bureau 19th floor  
33 Avenue du Maine  
Paris 75015  
France  
dg.kim.kr@unesco-delegations.org  
+33 1 44 10 24 00 
 
Ms Kim Eun-Young  
Director 
Korean National Commission for UNESCO 
26 Myeongdong-gil Jung-gu  
Seoul 04536  
Republic of Korea  
heidi@unesco.or.kr  
+82 2 10 3260 3917 
 
Ms Kim Jihon  
Attaché  
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of 
Korea to UNESCO  
Tour Montparnasse, Bureau 19th floor 33 
Avenue du Maine  
Paris 75015  
France  
j.kim2.kr@unesco-delegations.org  
+33 1 45 68 31 51 
 
Mr Kim  Kwang-jae  
Minister Counsellor  
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of 
Korea to UNESCO  
Tour Montparnasse, Bureau 19th floor 33 
Avenue du Maine  
Paris 75015  
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France 
kj.kim.kr@unesco-delegations.org 
+33 1 44 10 24 05 
 
Mr Sungwoo Yang 
Programme Specialist 
MAB National Committee of the Republic of 
Korea 
Hyeoksinro 22 
Wonju 26466 
Republic of Korea  
vitya@knps.or.kr  
+ 82 33 769 9523 
 
Ms Suk-Kyung Shim  
Vice Chairperson 
MAB National Committee of the Republic of 
Korea  
National Institute of Ecology 
1210 Geumgang-ro, Maseo-myeon, 
Seocheon-gun 
Chungcheongsam-do, 33657 
Republic of Korea  
hallosks@gmail.com 
+82 10 9629 9907 
 
Russian Federation / Fédération de 
Russie  
Ms Chirkova Anna  
Councilor of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Russian Federation  
Representing the National Commission to 
UNESCO     
  
Mr Neronov Valery  
Deputy Chair 
Russian MAB Committee  
41, Vavilov Street  
Moscow 117312  
Russian Federation 
rusmabcom@gmail.com  
+7 916 585 6685 
 
Ms Yankova Marina    
    
South Africa / Afrique du Sud  
Mr Maringa Vongani Nicolus  
Assistant Director  
473 Steve Biko Road 
Pretoria 0083  
South Africa 
vmaringa@environment.gov.za 
+27663360929 
 
Mr Mukwevho Carlton  

Secretary General 
South African National Commission  
for UNESCO   
222 Struben Street 
Pretoria 0001  
South Africa  
Mukwevho.C@dbe.gov.za  
+27713612117 
 
Ms Ntloko Thumeka Sharon  
director  
473 steve biko road 
Pretoria 0083  
South Africa  
tntloko@environment.gov.za 
+27845816175 
 
Ms Stanvliet Ruida  
Biosphere Reserve Expert 
Cape Nature  
Volstruis Rd, Bridgetown,  
Cape Town 7769  
South Africa 
rstanvliet@capenature.co.za  
+27824858993 
 
Mr Seokolo Tebogo  
Ambassador 
Permanent Delegate  
59 QUAI D'ORSAY  
PARIS 75007 France 
seokolot@dirco.gov.za  
+331 53 59 23 23 
 
Spain / Espagne  
Ms Beltrán Díaz Natalia  
Member of the Spanish Delegation  
Calle de Hernani, 59  
Madrid 28020  
Spain  
nbeltran@oapn.es  
+34915468116 
 
Mr Cantos Mengs Francisco José 
Secretary of the Spanish National 
Committee  
Calle de Hernani, 59  
Madrid 28020  
Spain  
fjcantos@oapn.es  
+34915468239 
 
Ms Fernández San Miguel Montserrat 
Member of the Spanish National Committee 
Calle de Hernani, 59  
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Madrid 28020  
Spain  
mfsanmiguel@oapn.es  
+34 915461114 
 
Ms Rodríguez de Sancho María Jesús 
Vicepresident of the Spanish MAB 
Committee  
Calle de Hernani, 59  
Madrid 28020  
Spain 
mjrdesancho@oapn.es 
+ 34 915468111 
 
Sudan / Soudan  
Ms Salwa M. Abdelhameed 
Chair of National MAB Committee 
Sudan  
s.abdelhameed2016@gmail.com  
 
Sweden / Suède   
Ms MacTaggart Johanna  
National MAB Coordinator  
Stockholm Resilience Centre   
Stockholm 10691  
Sweden 
johanna.mactaggart@biosfarprogrammet.se
+ 46 706600507 
  
Mr Wiklund Hult Joel  
Programme Coordinator  
Swedish NatCom  
Regeringskansliet  
Stockholm 103 33  
Sweden 
joel.wiklund.hult@regeringskansliet.se 
  
Ukraine  
Mr Cherinko Pavlo  
54 Volodymyrska St.  
Kyiv 01601  
Ukraine  
cherinko@nas.gov.ua 
+380503863993 
 
United Arab Emirates / Emirats Arabes 
Unis  
Ms Al Mheiri Reem  
Biologist  
Al Ruwayyah 2 Area  
Beside Zayed University 
Al Thuraya Street  
Dubai 971  
United Arab Emirates 
raalmheiri@mocca.gov.ae  

+ 971 4 2148 489 
 
Ms Noobi Nahla    
Dubai 971  
United Arab Emirates 
nanoobi@moccae.gov.ae  
+ 97142148378 
 
Vietnam  
Ms Le Thi Hong Van  
Ambassador 
Permanent Delegate  
2 Rue Le Verrier ` 
Paris 75006  
France  
vanle.mofavn@gmail.com  
+33689096934 
 
Ms Nguyen Ha    
A4-2, TO 84, Hoang Cau, Dong Da  
Hanoi 10055  
Viet Nam  
nttha@most.gov.vn  
+84903293958 
 
Mr Nguyen Tuan Khanh  
Second Secretary  
2 Rue Le Verrier  
Paris 75006 France  
Khanhurb@gmail.com  
+33684374666 
 
Ms Thanh  Nhan Hoang Thi  
10 Ton That Thuyet  
Hanoi 844  
Viet Nam 
hoangnhan.nbca@gmail.com 
+84902282326 
 
Ms Tran Lam Nga  
Specialist  
2 Le Quang Dao Str 
Nam Tu Liem Distr 
Hanoi 844  
Viet Nam  
vnunesco@gmail.com  
+84 4 0988114888 
 
Mr Tri Hoang   
136 Xuan Thuy, Cau Giay,  
Hanoi 9135427629  
Viet Nam  
hoangtri1951@gmail.com 
+84913527629 
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Ms Vu Thuc Hien  
Vietnam MAB Program National Committee 
Secretary  
No 136 Xuan Thuy, Cau Giay 
Hanoi 844 
Viet Nam  
hienthucvu@gmail.com 
+ 844904834379 
 
Zambia / Zambie   
Ms Chinkusu Jane M.  
Director  
Ministry of Higher Education  
Headquarters Lusaka  
Zambia 
jane.chinkusu@mohe.gov.zm 
+260977852567 
 
Mr Kaoma Christopher  
Assistant Director 
National Parks and Wildlife  
Lusaka   
Zambia  
c_kaoma@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Mr Katongo Cyprian  
MAB National Committee member  
Professor 
University of Zambia  
Department of Biological Sciences 
Great East Road Campus, P.O. Box 32379 
Lusaka 10101   
Zambia 
katongo1960@yahoo.co.uk 
ckatongo@unza.zm  
+260 977 651 266 
 
Mr Makayi Ben  
Senior Science and Technology officer and 
MAB focal point  
Ministry of Higher Education  
Lusaka   
Zambia  
ben.makayi@mohe.gov.zm 
+260977344993 
 
Mr Nyambe Imasiku  
Professor   
Member of MAB National CommitteeThe 
University of Zambia  
Lusaka  
Zambia  
inyambe@gmail.com  
+260966012379 
 

OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS 
 
Afghanistan   
Mr Arsari Abdullah  
Premier Secrétaire  
32 avenue Raphaël  
Paris 75016  
France 
a.arsari@mfa.af 
  
Mr Malek-Asghar Tamim 
Assistant de M. l'Ambassadeur & Délégué 
permanent  
32 avenue Raphaël   
Paris 75016  
dl.afghanistan@unesco-delegations.org 
+33603652320 
 
Andorra / Andorre  
Mr Armengol Jean-Michel  
Secrétaire général  
Carrer Prat de la Creu, 68-74 
Andorra la Vella  
AD500 Andorra 
jmarmengol@andorra.ad 
+376825700 
 
Ms Choy Eva Andorra 
Deputy Mayor of Ordino   
Comú d'Ordino  
Ordino ad300  
Andorra  
comunicacio@ordino.ad 
+33140060330 
 
Ms Descarrega Eva  
Ambassadrice  
Déléguée Permanente de la Principauté 
d'Andorre auprès de l'UNESCO  
1 Place d'Andorre  
Paris 75016  
France eva_descarrega@govern.ad 
+33140060330 
 
Mr Mortés Josep Àngel  
Mayor of Ordino  
Comú d'Ordino  
Ordino ad300 
Andorra  
comunicacio@ordino.ad 
+33140060330 
 
Angola 
Mr Carvalho Edson  
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Second Secretary at Permanent Delegation 
to UNESCO  
1 rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France  
er.de-carvalho.ao@unesco-delegations.org 
+33751301797 
 
Mr Carlos Marco Paulo  
Trainee Technician  
Lar do Patriota  
Luanda 1451  
Angola  
marco.paulo@cnu.gov.ao 
+244923402649 
 
Mr Marins Carlos  
Strategic Planning and Natural Sciences 
Technician  
Luanda 1451  
Angola  
carlos.martins@cnu.gov.ao 
+244934855191 
 
Armenia / Arménie  
Ms Asmaryan Shushanik  
68, Abovyan street   
Yerevan 0025  
Armenia 
shushanik.asmaryan@cens.am 
+37494008214 
 
Mr Matevosyan Hakob  
Ministry of Environment of the Republic of 
Armenia  
Government Building 3 
Republic Square  
Yerevan 0010  
Armenia  
matevosyan.hak@gmail.com  
+37493500549 
 
Ms Sahakyan Lilit  
68, Abovyan street   
Yerevan 0025  
Armenia  
lilit.sahakyan@cens.am 
+37496541316 
 
Ms Zargaryan Inesa  
Ministry of Environment   
Acting head of forest policy department 
Gov. bld. 3  
Yerevan 0010  
Armenia  

inesazargaryan@gmail.com  
+37494134237 
 
Bahrain / Bahreïn  
Mr Abdulla Ali    
Head of Marine Unit  
Supreme Council for Environment  
Seef Area - Sehab building  
Manama P.O.Box: 18233  
Bahrain  
aabbas@sce.gov.bh  
+973333191777 
 
Belarus / Bélarus  
Ms Rybianets Natallia   
Acting Chairperson  
MAB National Committee  
4 Nezavisimosti avenue  
MINSK 220030  
Belarus  
mab@bsu.by  
+375 29 684 14 56 
 
Benin / Bénin  
Mr Oebel Horst Benin  
BP202 Tanguieta 202  
Benin  
horst.oebel@giz.de  
+22997001889  
 
Mr Tehou Comlan Aristide  
Coordonnateur  
Point focal  
Université d'Abomey Calavi  
Faculté des Sciences Agronomiques 
Laboratoire d'Ecologie Appliquée  
Cotonou 02 BP 527  
Benin  
ctehou@gmail.com  
+229 97581902 
 
Brazil / Brésil  
Ms Saito Mayra  
Delegation of Brazil  
UNESCO  
Paris 75015  
France  
mt.yonashiro-saito.br@unesco-
delegations.org  
 
Burkina Faso 
Mr Namoano Y. Georges  
Conseiller Technique à la GIZ pour le 
Programme Réserve de biosphère 
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transfrontalière de la région WAP (RBT-
WAP) 
Rue Jacqueline Ki-Zerbo – Angle Boulevard 
Charles de Gaulle  
Ouagadougou BP 1485  
Burkina Faso  
yemboado.namoano@giz.de 
+0022670016246 
 
Canada 
Ms Haine-Bennett Eleanor   
Program Officer 
Natural Sciences 
Canadian Commission for UNESCO  
150 Elgin Street  
Ottawa K1P 5V8  
Canada  
eleanor.haine-bennett@ccunesco.ca 
+16132392047 
 
Ms Levasseur Dominique  
Senior Programme Officer  
1 rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France 
dominique.levasseur@international.gc.ca 
+33607257874 
 
Chile / Chili  
Mr Galvez Fernandez  Mario Elias  
Focal Point of the MAB National Committee  
3 Norte 541  
Viña Del Mar   2520000  
Chile  
mario.galvez@conaf.cl  
+56 32 2320287 
 
Mr Ocampo Cantillo Jhon  
Assistant of the Deputy Delegate  
1 Rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France  
j.ocampo.cl@unesco-delegations.org 
+33750259306 
 
Cameroon / Cameroun  
Ms Nguegwouo Evelyne   
Commission Nationale du Cameroun pour 
l'UNESCO  
Représentante du programme MAB 
Rue Dragage  
Yaounde 16536  
Cameroon  
nguegwouo@yahoo.fr 
+ 237677403573 

 
Comoros / Comores  
Mr Abdou Rabi Fouad  
Membre du Comité MAB des Comores 
Directeurs des parcs nationaux des 
Comores  
Ex CEFADER  
Moroni 269  
Comoros  
fouad.abdourabi@undp.org 
+2693323398 
 
Mr Bandar Daniel  
Secrétaire général  
Moroni 369  
Comoros  
bandarkaz@yahoo.fr  
+2693222382 
 
Mr Moussa Ben Anthoy B  
Membre comité national UNESCO  
Chargé de mission du Parc National de 
Mohéli   
Djoièzi Mohéli Djoièzi  
Mohé 99 999  
Comoros  
benanthoy@yahoo.fr  
+2693408018 
 
Costa Rica 
Mr Arias Sanchez Adonai  
Minister Counsellor  
1, Rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France 
oa.arias-sanchez.cr@unesco-
delegations.org 
 
Cuba  
Ms Pujadas Clavel Aimeé  
Third Secretary  
1 rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France a.pujadas-clavel.cu@unesco-
delegations.org  
+33 6 08 14 02 35 
 
Denmark / Danemark  
Mr Lakhsassi Ayoub   
1 rue Miollis,  
Paris 75015  
dl.denmark@unesco-delegations.org 
  
Djibouti 
Mr Ayeid Mousseid Yahya  
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Ambassadeur  
Délégué Permanent  
26 rue Emile Menier  
Paris 75116  
France  
dl.djibouti@unesco-delegations.org 
+33641141201 
 
Dominican Republic / République 
Dominicaine  
Ms Rodriguez Aurich  
Consejera  
1 rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France  
a.rodriguez.do@unesco-delegations.org 
  
Egypt / Egypte  
Ms Fawzy Manal  
Prof. Plant Ecology 
Acting Chair 
National Egyptian MAB Commission 
Baghdad Street, Moharram Bek 
Environmental Sciences Department  
Faculty of Science  
Alexandria University  
Alexandria 21511  
Egypt  
dm_fawzy@yahoo.com  
+2 01222288901 
 
Gabon  
Ms Ogoula Akiko ép. Obiang Meyo Rachel 
Annick  
Ambassadeur  
Déléguée Permanente  
1, rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France  
dl.gabon@unesco-delegations.org 
+33 145683495 
 
Ms Bongo Ebori Olivia  
Assistante de l’Ambassadeur  
1 rue Miollis  
Paris 75 015  
France 
dl.gabon@unesco-delegations.org 
+33145683495 
 
Guatemala 
Mr Gross Hernandez Francisco 
Ambassador  
7 Avenue Niel  
Paris 75017  

France  
embfrancia@minex.gob.gt  
 
Holy See / Saint Siège  
Mr Follo (Mgr) Francesco  
Representative  
1 rue Miolis  
Paris 75015  
France  
op.saint-siege@unesco-delegations.org 
+33145683313 
 
Ms Bianco Martina  
Young professional  
1 rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France  
martinabianco95@gmail.com 
+33145683313 
 
Honduras 
Ms Ramirez Aldana Roberto  
Ambassadeur  
Délégué permanent  
1 rue Miollis  
Paris 75015   
France  
dl.honduras@unesco-delegations.org 
+33145682845 
 
Jamaica / Jamaïque  
Mr Young Ronald  
Professor  
Round-the-Bend, Redlight 
Newcastle Road  
P.O. Box 235, Kingston 7  
St. Andrew KGN. 7  
Jamaica  
ronald.young05@gmail.com  
+1-876-579-7641 
 
Ms Douglas Joy  
Chair Man and the Biosphere National 
Committee  
72-76 Harbor Street  
Kingston 5  
Jamaica  
joydonye@hotmail.com  
+1876 8332998 
 
Japan / Japon  
Mr Matsuda Hiroyuki  
Professor  
79-7 Tokiwadai, Hodogaya-ku 
Yokohama 240-8501  
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Japan  
hymatsuda@gmail.com  
+ 80-453394362 
 
Mr Iida Yoshihiko  
Mount Hakusan Biosphere Reserve  
University of Tsukuba 
Tenno-dai 1-1-1  
Tsukuba city 305-8571  
Japan  
iida.yoshihiko@gmail.com  
 
Ms Okamoto Aya  
Unit Chief  
3-2-2 Kasumigaseki Chiyoda-ku  
Tokyo 100-8959  
Japan  
aya-okamoto@mext.go.jp 
+81-3-6734-2557 
 
Mr Shumiya Takeharu  
1-16-10 Shinkawa Chuo-ku  
Tokyo 104-0033  
Japan  
chosa2@nacsj.or.jp  
+8109041222892 
 
Mr Uemura Masaki  
Assistant Secretary-General 
Japanese National Commission for 
UNESCO  
3-2-2 Kasumigaseki Chiyoda-ku  
Tokyo 100-8959  
Japan  
uemura@mext.go.jp  
+81-3-6734-2595 
 
Mr Tanaka Toshinori  
Professor  
Kashiwanoha 5-1-5  
Kashiwa City 2778563  
Japan  
ttanaka@k.u-tokyo.ac.jp  
+81471364888  
 
Mr Nobuki Kawano  
Aya BR  
442-3, Minamimata, Aya Town, 
Higashimorokata-gun, Miyazaki  
Aya Town 880-1303  
Japan  
knobuki@gmail.com  
+81 985 77 3482  
 
Lebanon / Liban  

Ms Chehab Alya  
Chargée de Mission  
UNESCO  
1 rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France  
a.chehab.lb@unesco-delegations.org 
+33145683381 
 
Liberia  
Ms Marday Jenny  
Paris 75017  
France   
dl.liberia@unesco-delegations.org  
 
Libya / Libye  
Mr Walda Hafed  
Delegate  
1 Rue Miollis  
Paris 75732  
hafed.walda@gmail.com 
+447941291445 
 
Ms Aflak Iyad  
Conseiller  
1 rue Miollis  
Paris 75015  
France  
iyadaflak@hotmail.com  
+33664356224 
 
Mr Jadeidi Tarek  
Member of Libyan MAB  
Doctor Janzur Tripoli  
Libya Tripoli 0000 Libya 
jdeidi@yahoo.com  
+218 91 2101671 
 
Lithuania / Lituanie  
Ms Ališauskienė Sigut 
Chief Specialist  
jakšto 4  
vilnius lt-01105  
Lithuania  
sigute.alisauskiene@am.lt  
+370 620 17561 
 
Ms Bugailiskyte-Lideikiene Liliana 
Programme Coordinator of the Lithuanian 
National Commission for UNESCO  
Svento Jono 11  
Vilnius 01123  
Lithuania  
lile@unesco.lt  
+37061402435 
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Ms Gaiziuniene Jurgita  
Senior Advisor of the Economics Policy 
Group 
The Office of the Government of the 
Republic of Lithuania  
Gedimino st. 11  
Vilnius 01103  
Lithuania  
jurgita.gaiziuniene@lrv.lt  
+ 370 706 63 780 
 
Madagascar 
Ms Ranjason Haingo  
Conseiller à la délégation de Madagascar 
UNESCO  
40 rue du Général Foy  
Paris 75008  
France  
haingo.ranjason@madagascar-unesco.com
  
Malaysia / Malaisie  
Ms Mohamad Ashray Farrah Shameen  
Under Secretary  
Division of Forestry Management 
Level 12, Ministry of Energy and Natural 
Resources 
Presint 4, Putrajaya 62574  
Malaysia  
farrah.ashray@ketsa.gov.my 
+601112327179 
 
Ms Arshad Afidah  
Deputy Permanent Delegate  
UNESCO  
1 rue Miollis  
Paris 75015 
France  
a.arshad.my@unesco-delegations.org 
+33 01 45 68 34 76 
 
Ms Norbanan Atifa Maryam 
Assistant Secretary  
Division of Forestry Management, Level 12, 
Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources 
Presint 4, Putrajaya 62574  
Malaysia  
maryam@ketsa.gov.my  
+60124751860 
 
Mozambique 
Ms MABOTE Quiteria  
82 rue Laugier  
Paris 75017  
France  

dl.mozambique@unesco-delegations.org 
  
Ms O Da Silva  Vitha  
Assistante  
82 rue Laugier  
Paris 75017 
France  
vitha.mozambique@gmail.com  
 
Myanmar 
Mr Htun Naing Zaw  
Office 39, Zeya Htarni Street Nay  
Pyi Taw 15011  
Myanmar  
nzhtun@gmail.com  
+95673405002 
 
Mr Oo Thaung Naing  
Office 39, Zeya Htarni Street Nay  
Pyi Taw 15011  
Myanmar  
tnoo71@gmail.com  
+95673405399 
 
Mr Kyaw Nyi Nyi 
Office 39, Zeya Htarni Street Nay  
Pyi Taw 15011  
Myanmar  
nnkforest@gmail.com  
+95673405477 
 
Netherlands / Pays Bas  
Ms Bontenbal Marike    
Policy advisor science  
Kortenaerkade 11  
Den Haag 2502LT  
Netherlands  
mbontenbal@unesco.nl  
+33639865414 
 
Nicaragua 
Ms Miranda Sylvia  
Delagada Alterna  
34 avenue Bugead  
Paris 75116  
France  
dl.nicaragua@unesco-delegations.org 
  
Mr Mitchell Daniel  
Advisor  
34 avenue Bugeaud  
Paris 75116  
France  
dl.nicaragua@unesco-delegations.org  
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Niger 
Mr Zoumari Salifou  
Projet RBT-WAP/GIC-WAP  
Conseiller Technique  
BP : 10 814  Niamey  
Niger  
salifou.zoumari@giz.de  
Fixe :  +227 20 72 25 51 / 20 73 25 13  
M : + 227  96 49 67 98 / 84 89 11 48 
 
Poland / Pologne  
Mr Krzeminski  Zygmunt  
Wawelska 52/54  
Warsaw 00-922  
Poland 
zygmunt.krzeminski@srodowisko.gov.pl  
+ 48 22 36 92 235 
 
Ms Jerzyk Judyta  
Programme Coordinator in the Polish 
National Commission for UNESCO  
Plac Defilad 1  
Warsaw 00-901  
Poland 
j.jerzyk@unesco.pl  
 
Portugal  
Ms Anabela Trindade  
Presidente Comité nacional MaB  
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