Consent Letter

The National Associations for the Safeguarding and Promotion of the Furyu
Folk Ritual Dances is carrying out its work with the goal of allowing preservation
organizations who are safeguarding folk performing arts known as Furyu to
encourage and support each other through exchanges. Folk performing arts called
Furyu were created in various historical backgrounds through the passions of the
common people in their relations with everyday life or local climates. They have
been passed down to today and are important elements of cultural heritage
representing a peaceful community.

If Furyu is inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage, it will bring pride to the communities involved or lead to children
of the next generation feeling love for their hometowns. We hope that this will in
turn energize activities to safeguard and transmit the folk performing arts known as
Furyu.

Due to the spread of the novel coronavirus, various activities related to the
folk performing arts called Furyu are being restricted. We at the National
Associations for the Safeguarding and Promotion of the Furyu Folk Ritual Dances
have banded together and are working to overcome this hardship.

Therefore, the National Associations for the Safeguarding and Promotion of
the Furyu Folk Ritual Dances gives its free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of Furyu-odori to the UNESCO Representative List as an extended
nomination of Chakkirako, which had already been inscribed.

1 March, 2021

The National Associations for the Safeguarding and Promotion of the Furyu Folk
Ritual Dances

Mr. Masaki Shirakawa, Chair

875 Nakato, Manno-cho, Nakatado-gun, Kagawa Prefecture, Japan (office)
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Letter of Consent

Dainenbutsukenbai in Nagaiis an Intangible Folk Cultural Property that has
been transmitted in the Nagai district of Morioka City in Iwate Prefecture. It was
originally a dance performed during Urabon (the Bon festival period) to pray for the
spirits of ancestors to find peace. Its biggest characteristic, the daigasa-furi (twirling
while wearing a huge covering) is an act that calls the spirits of the ancestors to the

area and is considered the key point of Nenbutsukenbai.

We members of the Association for the Preservation of Dainenbutsukenbai
in Nagai have worked to safeguard and transmit Dainenbutsukenbai in Nagai with
the support and help of local elementary and middle schools and the local residents.

We will continue to do our best in our transmission activities so that the

traditional culture of our hometown may bring pride and vitality to our area.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of
“Furyu: Folk Dances™ to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural

Heritage of Humanity.

March 1, 2021

The Association for the Preservation of Dainenbutsukenbai in Nagai

Mr. Yutaka Ogasawara. Chair

1-38 Nagai. Morioka-shi. Twate Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

Dainenbutsukenbai in Nagai is an Intangible Folk Cultural Property that has been
transmitted in Morioka City of Iwate Prefecture. In the past, Nenbutsukenbai was
performed in local houses or temples to pray [or ancestors or deceased people to find
peace. The sight of the dancers wearing glamorous outlits dancing an ekofi-odori (a dance
to pray for the deceased) while singing the words “ Namu-ami-da-butsu” and the great big
costumes (that are meant to represent Amitabha) twirling gracefully reminds us that this
ritual dance has long been a spiritual pillar for the local residents.

To transmit Dainenbutsukenbai in Nagai that is a precious clement of cultural
heritage to the next generation, Morioka City in Iwate Prefecture will continue to provide
adequate support and engage actively in saleguarding and transmitting it.

Il Dainenbutsukenbai in Nagai is inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage ol Humanity as part of “Furyu: Folk Dances” in this
cycle, we believe 1t will contribute to raising awareness on the saleguarding ol intangible
cultural heritage and encouraging international understanding on it.

We give our [ree, prior, and informed consent to the nomination ol “Furyu: Folk
Dances” to the UNLESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage ol
Humanity.

March 1, 2021

Mr. Hiroaki Tanifuji, Mayor ol Morioka City, Iwate Prefecture

12-2 Uchimaru, Morioka-shi, Iwate Prelecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

Onikenbai is a folk ritual dance performed mainly in the central and southern
areas of Iwate Prefecture. In this powerful and majestic dance, dancers wear masks and
dance to the sound of festival music while praying to ward off evil spirits or praying for
things such as good harvests.

The Associations for the Preservation of Onikenbai that is the preservation
organization for Onikenbai is comprised of four organizations: the Association for the
Preservation of Iwasaki Onikenbai, the Association for the Preservation of Nameshida
Onikenbai, the Association for the Preservation of Ho-onokizawa Nenbutsu-kenbai, and
the Association for the Preservation of Kawanishi Dainenbutsu-kenbai. All of us intend

to work together and continue our efforts to safeguard this folk ritual dance for the
future.

If our Onikenbai is inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity as part of the nomination “Furyu-odori,” we believe it

will promote an international understanding of the safeguarding and transmission of
folk ritual dances.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of

Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

February 26, 2021
The Associations for the Preservation of Onikenbai

Mr. Yuuichi Wada, Chair

1476272 Tachibana, Kitakami-shi, Iwate Prefecture, Japan
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Consent Letter

Onikenbai is a folk dance that is found in Iwate Prefecture, but mainly around
the central and southern areas. It is a ritual dance in which masked dancers dance to
festival music while praying for things such as enlightenment for all, protection from
evil spirits, and a good harvest. This impressive and energetic dance has been

safeguarded throughout the ages as a spiritual pillar for the local people.

Kitakami City and Oshu City intend to continue to provide the support

necessary to safeguarcl and promote this folk ritual dance.

We are confident that the inscription of this element on the Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the World as part of the nomination “Furyu-
odori” will contribute even more to the promotion of international understanding of

the safeguarcling of intangible cultural heritage.

We therefore give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination
of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

February 26, 2021

Mr. Toshihiko Takahashi, Mr, Masaki Ozawa
Mayor of Kitakami City Mayor of Oshu City
1-1Yoshi-cho, Kitakami-shi, 1-1 Ohtemachi, Mizusawa, Oshu-shi,
Iwate Prefecture Iwate Prefecture
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Form of Consent

Bon-odori in Nishimonai is performed every night from August 16 to 18
in the center of the town. Dancers wear outfits with edge-stitched seams or yukata
(informal kimono) dyed with indigo and dance gracefully surrounding a bonfire.
The sight of them dancing makes one feel as if they are getting a glimpse of the
profound.

The Association for the Preservation of Bon-odori in Nishimonai was
formed in 1947 through the strong will and desire of the local people to safeguard
and transmit the precious traditional ritual Bon-odori in Nishimonai that has
been handed down for many years. For many years, the Association has
conducted activities such as regular or on-demand workshops for the public or,
focusing on transmission to the next generation, practice sessions at schools or
local designated children’s facilities. The Association has also been organizing
performances within Japan and abroad with the hope that it will increase
understanding and interest in traditional culture. We will continue to do our best
to safeguard and transmit Bon-odori in Nishimonai.

Therefore, the Association gives its free, prior, and informed consent to
the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

February 28, 2021

L
Mr. Hidejiro Kurata, Acting Chair //% \¥ /% v K%T

The Association for the Preservation of Bon-odori in Nishimonai
13-18 Aza Fukuda, Nishimonai, Ugo-machi, Ogachi-gun, Akita Prefecture,
Japan :
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Letter of Consent

Bon-odori in Nishimonai is said to have begun in the end of the 13 century.
It is said that a dance to pray for a bountiful harvest and a dance to hold a sort of
memorial service for the spirits of the deceased combined as time passed and because
the current form of this element. There are two types of dances: one called ondo and
the other called ganke. These two types of dances also have different movements. For
about 700 years, the dance has been carefully handed down among the people of this
community.

Ugo Town will provide the necessary support to safeguard and transmit the
Bon-odori in Nishimonai that is a treasured cultural property of the community.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of

“Furyu~odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

February 28, 2021

Mr. Yutaka Ando, \5 % ﬁ

Mayor of Ugo Town in Ogachi County, Akita Prefecture

177 Aza Nakano, Nishimonai, Ugo-machi, Ogachi-gun, Akita Prefecture,
Japan



Fl B #F

EEENOAR] 3. 1 3 RICEE 7 BFVWVELA O TVWET, BE
PRADERD & T RoTAZBBETHH 0 25, BRLL & bICAE L, BEDH
DiZmolzt e TWET, BV ik2@EHY., Znth [FE (BAL)) TFE
b BA) ] EFEHh, IRVFTICLEEASHVET, BEIZT7008b0E
VW], HIOD A 2 I RENZZ T ER LT E E LT,

PR TIL, HIKO RG2S TH 5 HEHEFNOLE 2HREL, MK L
TV e, Thnb bBEdRIEEZT> TV FETT,

DFELTR, BHARERCESE, ERoMALZ T LT, AR o
AR A EGACBERR —BR~ORBIZFAE LT,

202142A28H

K P B TR R I 4 BT Z ﬁ“ )‘E

PR R ERF R P 2 ET PR E N B 1 7 7



Consent Letter

Bon-odori in Kemanai is an intangible cultural property that has been transmitted in
Kemanai of Akita Prefecture. It is a Bon festival dance performed after the Bon festival period
every August, and people wear their best pure silk kimono that are in the back of the clothes
drawer. The large taiko drums that are played as an accompaniment to the dance are
incomparable in size to any taiko drum that people hoist onto their shoulders to play. The
Jjinku songs are also sung without any accompaniment and therefore require a special skill.

The Association for the Preservation of Bon-odori in Kemanai has worked
ceaselessly to safeguard, protect, transmit, and promote the Important Intangible Folk
Cuiltural Property Bon-odori in Kemanai. We will continue to do our best to transmit this
tradition.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of “Furyu-
odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

February 26, 2021

The Association for the Preservation of Bon-odori in Kemanai
Mr.Daizou Mabuchi, Chair
107-2 Aza Kemanai, Towada Kemanai, Kazuno-shi, Akita Prefecture, Japan
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Form of 00nsé11t

Bon-odori in Kemanai is an emotional and graceful Bon festival dance
performed every year from the 21 to the 23" of August. In this dance, elements of
entertainment combined with a ritual to appease ancestors.

With a dreamy sort of atmosphere illuminated by bonfires, men and women
covering up their head and cheeks with a fenugui towel dance while wearing montsuki or
fomesode (formal kimono marked with their family crest). This sets it apart from other
Bon festival dances

Efforts are also being made to transmit the element. Children also take part in
the festival music, songs, and dancing, and there is also a competition in which they can

show off the results of their daily practice.

Kazuno City aims to create a rich and distinct city and enhance and develop the
local culture while supporting the safeguarding and transmission of the precious
traditional culture of the area.

If Bon-odori in Kemanai is inscribed on the UNIFSCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity as part of the nomination “Furyu-odori,” we
are confident that it will further enhance the awareness of the need to protect the world-
class traditional culture of the area and contribute to the element’s future safeguarding

and transmission.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of
“Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

March 1, 2021

Mr. Hitoshi Kodama, Mayor of Kazuno City mw

Roe—

4-1 Aza Arata, Hanawa, Kazuno-shi, Akita Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

Kashima-odori is a folk ritual dance that has been handed down since long ago in
the areas of Hisashi, Kukizawa, and Minami of Ogoh-uchi in Okutama. It has been
designated by the national government as an Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property
and 1t 1s a source of pride for us.

It is our hope that we can transmit to the next generation this region’s folk ritual
dance that is also said to be the original form of Kabuki, and to protect and develop it
forever. Having understood fully the purpose of the UNESCO Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Hcrilag‘. we give our [ree, prior, and informed

consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List.

March, 1.,2021

e \j)gk’_) v
Mr. Fiki Yoshino, Chair ey \% /I_ \/{é:’
The Association for the Preservation of Kashima-odori
2156 Okutama-machi, Nishitama-gun, Tokyo, Japan

(c/o the Okutama Town Board of Education)
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Letter of Consent

Kashima-odori is an annual ritual that has been performed during
the Gion Festival on June 15 according to the old calendar, which is the
festival day at Goryo-sha Shrine and at Kamo Shrine, the shrine protecting
three villages in Ogoh-uchi: Hisashi, Kukizawa, and Minami. The dance is
also called Gion-odori. It is one of the folk ritual dances that represent
the town and has been handed down carefully.

Okutama Town will work actively on safeguarding to ensure this
precious cultural property Kashima-odori continues to be protected in the
future.

Having understood the purposes of the UNESCO Convention for
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, we give our free,
prior, and informed consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

March, 1, 2021 %L‘M M@/\

Mr. Nobumasa Morooka, Mayor of Okutama Town
215-6 Hikawa, Okutama-machi, Nishitama-gun, Tokyo, Japan
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Consent Form

Oh-odori in Niijima is a dance that is transmitted in Honson and Wakagou of Niijima
Village. It is a type of Bon festival dance that was danced in front of the local government office
building or temples in the past. In Honson, it is known as a dance to celebrate the festival of Bon

and in Wakagou, it is a dance intended to be a sort of memorial for the spirits of ancestors.

Although it is unknown when this dance began, the dance itself is said to one that
reflects the changes in furyu-odori dances that were popular throughout the nation from the end

of the Muromachi period to the beginning of the Edo period (from about the 14" century to the
end of the 17" century).

One characteristic is that the dancers hide their faces by wearing tsumaori-gasa (woven
hats for women) with a cloth called kaba draped all around the bottom edge of the tsumaori-gasa.
They also wear kimono with their family crest tied with kakumusubi-obi (stiff obi that men
traditionally wear) and dance with their white tabi (a kind of sock). The lively movements of the

dancers that are perfect for bringing out the fan’s beauty as one of the highlights of the Oh-odori.

After the Second World War, Oh-odori was not performed often in the Honson and
Wakagou districts, but the safeguarding activities of the Board of Education and rakkei-shiki
(ceremony to celebrate the completion of a temple) led to the creation of preservation
associations in both Honson and Wakagou. The associations work with the Niijima Fire Brigade to
make efforts to transmit and perform the dance.

The Association for the Preservation of Oh-odori in Niijima and the Association for the

Preservation of Oh-odori in Wakagou will continue to strive to safeguard and transmit Oh-odori in
Niijima.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of

“Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

February26, 2020

The Association for the Preservation of Oh-odori in Niijima

Mr. Masamitsu Uematsu, Chair

2-7-3 Honson, Niijima-mura, Tokyo, Japan ﬁ ,ﬁfz” En ;/Z, !

The Association for the Preservation of Oh-odori in Wakagou
Mr. Kenzo Isobe, Chair

7-9 Wakagou, Niijima-mura, Tokyo, Japan
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Letter of Consent

Oh-odori in Niijima is a Bon festival dance that is transmitted in
the Honson and Wakagou areas of Niijima. In Honson, it is known as a
dance to celebrate the Bon festival while in Wakagou, it is a dance to
appease the spirits. It is an element of cultural heritage that has been
handed down for many years as a ritual of the Bon festival and is a source
of pride for Niijima. Niijima Village will continue to provide the support
needed to safeguard and transmit the Important Intangible Folk Cultural
Property Oh-odori in Niijima.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage.

February26, 2021

Mr. Kunikazu Aonuma, Mayor of Niijima Village
1-1-1 Honson, Niijima-mura, Tokyo, Japan
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Consent Letter

Ho-oh no mai in Shimohirai is a folk ritual dance made up of two different
dances: Yakko no mai and Ho-oh no mai. For Yakko no mai, boys from the age of 7
to 12 dance, and when this dance is complete, the Ho-oh no mai begins. In Ho-oh no
mali, five people wearing headpieces shaped like Ho-oh (a legendary bird) and five
people wearing red hoods (a total of 10 people) dance in a lively fashion.

The Association for the Preservation of Ho-oh no Mai was created to
safeguard, transmit, and promote the Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property
Ho-oh no mai and has worked ceaselessly to accomplish these goals. We will
continue to strive to transmit this tradition. ,

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination
of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

February 28, 2021

Mr. j&\f{}%?@, , Chair

The Association for the Preservation of Ho-oh no mai
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Consent Form

Ho-oh no mai in Shimohirai is a precious folk ritual dance with few similar
elements in Japan. It is a nationally-designated Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property
that represents the town of Hinode, but it is also an element through which people share
traditions regardless ol generation, that strengthens the cooperation and bonds that exist
within the community, and that has been handed down carefully.

This dance is a local ritual dance that has been transmitted in the Shimohirai
district of Hinode Town. It is said to be performed to pray for rain or to ward ofl pestilence.
It is comprised of two dances: Yakko no mai, which is danced slowly by elementary-school
children who speak very distinctive words, and Ho-oh no mai, which is a lively and majestic
dance danced by adults. Both are danced as offerings at the Autumn Festival at Kasuga
Shrine.

To transmit this traditional ritual to the next generation, Hinode T'own will provide
help from the sidelines through administrative operational support such as financial support.
The town will also continue to work closely with stakeholders and work to transmit the
tradition.

Therelore, we give our [ree, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of
“Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of

Humanity.

March 1, 2021

\
Mr. ﬁ' W % ~ , Deputy Mayor of Hinode Town, Nishitama-gun, Tokyo
2780 Oh-aza Hirai, Hinode-machi, Nishitama-gun, Tokyo, Japan
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Letter for Consent

Chakkirako is a ritual performed only by women. It is danced in the
Nakazaki and Hanagure districts of Misaki in Miura City, Kanagawa Prefecture
every year on January 15, during Little New Year. Roughly 20 girls from age 5 to
12 wear beautiful kimonos and hold dancing fans or chakkirako (lease rods
decorated with bells and colorful decorations) while dancing to the songs sung by
adult women who lead the ritual. There are six dances danced in the order of first

to last: Hatsu-ise, Chakkirako, Nihon-odori, Yosasa-bushi, Kamakura-bushi, and
Oise-mairi.

The Association for the Preservation of Chakkirako will endeavor to
safeguard and transmit the Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property
Chakkirako and to nurture succesors.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

3/1/2021

The Association for the Preservation of Chakkirako
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Letter of Consent

Chakkirako is a ritual dance that has been handed down for more than
300 years in the Nakazaki and Hanagure districts in Misaki, Miura City. It is danced
by girls every year during Little New Year, on January 15.

About 20 girls from the ages of 5 to 12 wear beautiful kimonos and hold
dancing fans or tools called chakkirako (decorated lease rods) in their hands and
dance to the singing of leaders who are adult women. |

There are six dances, and they are danced in the following order: Hatsu-
ise, Chakkirako, Nihon-odori, Yosasa-bushi, Kamakura-bushi, and Oise-mairi.

Miura City honors the wishes of the Association for the Preservation of
Chakkirako and works to continue to provide the support necessary to safequard

and transmit the Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property Chakkirako and to
train successors.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

3/1/2021

Mr. yoshida, Mayor of Miura City
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Form of Consent

Omineiri in Yamakita js a folk ritual dance that the connmunity as a whole—with
the preservation association at the center—has come together to protect and hand down.

[t 1s said in this area that the ritual dance began in the 1300s, and the oldest existing
records show the earliest performance was in 1863. However, as the performance requires
about 80 dancers, people to prepare the outfits and tools, and the whole community must
work together, there was a period ol almost 20 years that the ritual dance was forced to be
postponed. Even then, alter this preservation association was formed in 1964, the number
ol performances increased, and in recent years the ritual is being performed every five years.

To saleguard and transmit to the future the well-loved clement ol intangible
cultural heritage that the community has come together and protected and passed down
alter overcoming issues such as a graying and declining population, we believe that letting
the world know of Omineiri will be a great force that drives all of the residents of the area.

Therefore, we give our [ree, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of
“Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of

Humanity.

February 26th, 2021

-~ v + 5
W £
Mr. Kazumi Ikeya, Chair of the Association [or the Preservation of Omineiri

1301-4 Yamakita, Yamakita-machi, Ashigarakami-gun, Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

Omineiri in Yamakita is a folk ritual dance that has been transmitted for ages in the
Kyowa district of Yamakita Town. Including a dance that is thought to be a shugendo (a kind of
Japanese mountain asceticism) ritual that became a performance, there are n dances of 8 different
types. All of the songs and dances of the performance were all transmitted through oral means,
There are also record of this dance being performed in1863, in the Edo period.

Yamakita Town has done its best to safeguard and transmit the element of intangible
cultural heritage. With the Association for the Preservation of Omineiri at its heart, the
community has united as one for the element of intangible cultural heritage that has been
protected and preserved to bring pride to everyone. But by transmitting Omineiri in Yamakita for
not only those within the nation but to everyone in the world, we believe that will lead to even
more safeguarding and promotion.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of

“Furyu-odori” on the UNESCO Representative High of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

February 26th, 2021

Hou | 3]
Mr: Yuuji Yukawa

1301-4 Yamakita, Yamakita-machi, Ashigarakami-gun, Kanagawa Prefecture,

Japan
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Consent Letter

Ayakomai is said to be 500 years old. But not all of those years were easy
times. Its place of origin, Ukawa district of Kashiwazaki City, experiences heavy
snowfall and has a harsh natural climate, and there were many threats to the
safeguarding and promotion of Ayakomai. But the people of each age did not
discard their dancing fans. Instead, they held them high and danced. We believe
that it is because the people of Ukawa were imbued with graceful spirits.

Ayakomai is also facing difficult times in the form of depopulation or a
declining population. To counter these issues, we are working with
administrators on courses to train successors or transmission classes targeting
children and students. We believe that the true form of transmission is to let the
young generation understand and learn the climate of the local area and the living
environment. We are striving to weave the threads of transmission to carry
forward that principle to the next generation.

One elder who devoted his life to Ayakomai once said, “Ayakomai is a
dance of the heart. It has been handed down from person to person. I've passed
this 500-year-old dance on to others for 50 years and I pray that it will be
transmitted forever.” We see the “heart” of Ayakomai in these words and hope to
pass that on to future generations. Although the situation with coronavirus has
been a concern for folk performing arts and the transmission of such arts, we will
definitely overcome this tough period together with our fellow preservation
association members throughout the country. We also believe that this feeling
transcends boundaries between countries.

We give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of
“Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

February 25th, 2021 ﬁ\g ﬁ 3

The Promotion Council for the Preservation of Ayakomai in Kashiwazaki City
Mr. Nobuhiko Motai, Chair
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4529 Oh-aza Onadani, Kashiwazaki-shi, Niigata Prefecture, Japan
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Consent Letter

Ayakomai is an old and elegant ritual dance that has been transmitted in
the Ukawa district of Kashiwazaki City. It is composed of Kouta-odori, Hayashimai,
and Kyogen. As its movements are very beautiful and artistically refined, it has been
regarded as important in terms of the history of performing arts in Japan, and it is
a treasure of this city as well.

In the long history of its transmission, there have been many difficult
patches due to depopulation, for example. But the fact that it has been transmitted
until now without disappearing is something that we are proud of. We express our
utmost respect for the determination and hard work of those who transmitted this
element, including our ancestors. As an administrative body, we will also continue
to provide support through measures to further an understanding of Ayakomai and
programs to train successors and to work on safeguarding the ritual dance along
with preservation organizations and related institutions.

We believe that traditional culture can be a spiritual pillar for the
community and that it has the power to strengthen bonds and connect people. The
novel coronavirus situation requires us to understand and respect each other and
to work together. It is in these times that we believe it is even more meaningful to
safeguard and transmit' Ayakomai. We also believe that it can contribute to
measures on the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in international
society.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination

of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

February 25sth, 2021 z (; ég ! ‘,

Mr. Masahiro Sakurai, Mayor of Kashiwazaki City, Niigata Prefecture

2-1 Nisseki-cho, Kashiwazaki-shi, Niigata Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

For three nights during the Bon festival days of August 14 to August 16, Daino
saka is performed at Hachimangu Shrine in the Horinouchi district of Uonuma City. This
Bon festival dance has been handed down continuously in this area as a Bon festival
dance to pray for and welcome the spirits of our ancestors.

The Bon festival dance Dai no saka is one that is elegant and makes audiences
feel like they have returned to the old days. The singers and dancers sing one after the
other and the way the dancers move their feet or hands to the rhythm of the drums is
simple and basic. It is an element that is loved much by the people who live in the area.

The Association for Dai no saka was created to manage and promote this
ritual dance and will continue to strive to transmit this element of the traditional culture
of the area.

Therefore, our Association gives its free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

February 25, 2021

The Association for Dai no saka
Mr. Tokuhei Takeda, Chair

130 Horinouchi, Uonuma-shi
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Letter of Consent

The Bon festival dance called Dai no saka is danced every year from
August 14 to 16 at Hachimangu Shrine in Horinouchi district of Uonuma
City. Horinouchi district was a post town on the Mikuni Highway that
stretched from present-day Gunma Prefecture to present-day Niigata
Prefecture, and it flourished as a production center of chzjimi (crepe) fabric in
the Edo period (approx. 17 century to 19" century).

Although the origin of Dai no saka is unclear, it began being
introduced to the area around the middle of the Edo period through chzjimi
tradespersons as they went to other areas and returned; it then melded into
the character of the local area and has been transmitted.

In this dance, the singers and dancers take turns singing. The way the
dancers move their feet to the beat of the drum or the way they move their
hands i1s very simple and plain. The gentle movements are graceful and
remind us of the old days.

We will continue to provide adequate support and work to preserve
and transmit this dance as something that shows the traditional form of Bon
festival dances.

We provide our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of

“Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

February 26, 2021

Mr. Mikio Uchida, Mayor of Uonuma City

910 Koidejima, Uonuma-shi, Niigata Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

Dainenbutsu in Mushoh-no is an intangible cultural property that
has been transmitted in Mushoh-no in the Akiyama district of Uenohara
City.

This dance is performed twice a year in meeting hall in Mushoh—no
and consists of dances such as ippon—tachi, nihon-tachi, and bupparai.

The Association for the Preservation of Dainenbutsu in Mushoh-no
was formed with the aim of safeguarding the Dainenbutsu and training
successors and has worked hard to accomplish this. We will work as one
to continue transmitting this traditional dance.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” +to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

February 26, 2021

The Association for the Preservation of Dainenbutsu in Mushoh—no
Mr. Sumiharu Houda, Chair

13141 Akiyama, Uenohara—shi, Yamanashi Prefecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

Dainenbutsu in Mushoh-no is a traditional event held in Mushoh-no of the
Akiyama district in Uenohara City. On the night of Little New Year according to the
old Japanese calendar and Bon nights according to the new calendar, local residents
gather and dance in a circular fashion around a large taiko drum to the beat of the
drum or small gongs.

This is the only Dainenbutsu dance that is still performed in Yamanashi
Prefecture. It is an important nationally-designated Intangible Folk Cultural
Property that shows the process of how a religious ritual became a dance.

To protect this priceless cultural property, Uenohara City has provided
various kinds of support in cooperation with the national government or the
prefectural government. If Dainenbutsu in Mushoh-no is inscribed on the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity as part of
“ Furyu-odori,” we believe it will contribute significantly to enhancing the
international understanding of intangible cultural heritage.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination
of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural

Heritage of Humanity.

February 26,2021

Mr. Hideo Eguchi, Mayor of Uenohara City
Alides éf‘& A

3832 Uenohara, Uenohara-shi, Yamanashi Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

Odorinenbutsu in Atobe is performed at an annual event that is
held every year on the first Sunday of April at the Jodo Buddhist temple
of Saiho-ji. It still holds the original form of the Odorinenbutsu dance
that was created by the Japanese Buddhist preacher Ippen Shonin in the
middle of the Kamakura period (in the 13t century).

The performance is often featured in mass media. With the
cooperation of all houses in the Atobe district, the Association for the
Preservation of Odorinenbutsu in Atobe is working to contribute to the
promotion of traditional culture through activities such as the holding of
workshops for elementary-school children or performances held
throughout the country. We cherish the transmission of culture to the
younger generation and the bonds between and among community
members.

It is our belief that the inscription of “Furyu-odori” on the
UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity will lead to pride for not only the people involved in
Odorinenbutsu in Atobe but also for the local residents and it will help
propel this ritual dance into the future.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

March 8, 2021

The Association for the Preservation of Odorinenbutsu in Atobe
Mr. yutaka hirooka, Chair
7-5 Atobe, Saku-shi, Nagano Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

Odorinenbutsu was created by Ippen Shonin, the founder of the Ji-shu branch of
Pure Land Buddhism, when he visited the area of Saku in the middle of the Kamakura
period. It then spread throughout Japan as he traveled on his pilgrimage and became the
source from which folk dancing such as Bon festival dances and traditional performing
arts such as Noh or Kabuki sprang.

Odorinenbutsu in Atobe still has many elements of this original ritual dance.
People who view the performance will be able to understand the fervent desire of the local
residents to come together as one and transmit to future generations their culture.

Saku City in Nagano Prefecture will continue to provide support continually to
pass down Odorinenbutsu in Atobe to future generations as an element of cultural heritage
and to protect the determination of the local residents who have cherished the ties of the
community.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of
“Furyu: Folk Dances™ to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

March 8, 2021

Mr. Seiji Yanagida, Mayor of Saku City, Nagano Prefecture
3056 Nakagomi, Saku-shi, Nagano Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

The Association for Niino Kogen Bon-odori gives its free,prior, and informed
consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori: ritual dances imbued with people’s hopes
and prayers” to the UNESCO Representative List.

Bon-odori in Niino is a dance that has been transmitted from roughly 500 years ago.

It is danced through the nights for four days from August 14 to 16 and the fourth
Saturday of August, while the streets of the district are closed temporarily to traffic. No
flutes, taiko drums, or other musical instruments are used—instead, the rhythm maker
and the dancers engage in a sort of “conversation” during the dance. It is a Bon festival
dance in which everyone can wear what they wish to—the traditional yukata robe or
everyday wear—as long as they have a fan to dance with.

It has been passed down as a ritual that mixes Shinto and Buddhist beliefs, as the
spirits of ancestors who return during the Bon festival period are welcomed home, the
community dances with these spirits, and then sends them back at the end of the

festival period.

Our Association will continue to work to safeguard this tradition and transmit it.

26, February, 2021
Mr. Akifumi Yamashita,
President of the Association for Niino Kogen Bon-odori

Niino, Anan-cho, Shimoina-gun, Nagano Prefecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

Bon-odori in Niino is a dance performed all night on four nights: from August 14 to
16 during the Bon festival period and the fourth Saturday of August. Although it has
been practiced for roughly 500 years, it has been transmitted without change, showing
the community members’ feelings of respect for their ancestors, which they show by
worshipping their ancestors’ spirits who return during the Bon festival period and then
sending them back home. We people of the town will continue to support this local
treasure and safeguard and transmit this traditional ritual dance.

I give my free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori: ritual

dances imbued with people’s hopes and prayers” to the UNESCO Representative List on

behalf of the people of Anan Town.

26, February, 2021
Mr. Kazunari Katsuno,
Mayor of Anan Town

58-1 Higashijoh, Anan-cho, Shimoina-gun, Nagano Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

The Association for the Preservation of
Nenbutsu-odori in Wagoh gives its free, prior, and
informed consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori”
to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Nenbutsu-odori in Wagoh has been transmitted
from about 280 years ago. It is performed for four
night straight, from August 13 to August 16. It aims
to appease the spirits of the newly deceased, and
niwairi, nenbutsu, and wasan dances are performed
at shrines and temples.

The ritual dance shows the lives of people in
which the practice of freely worshipping both Shinto
deities and Buddha without differentiating between
the two has been handed down and meshed into daily
life. The Association will continue to safeguard and
transmit this tradition.

26, Feb¥luary, 2021
Mr. Mitsutake Hiramatsu, Chair
The Association for the Preservation of
Nenbutsu-odori in Wagoh

Wagoh, Anan-cho, Shimoina-gun, Nagano
Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

Nenbutsu-odori in Wagoh is performed for four nights
during the Bon festival period, from the 13t to the 16th of
August. In recent years, as the population has declined,
Nenbutsu-odori has also faced the issue of a lack of successors.
However, the original residents as well as the people who
moved to Wagoh district join in the ritual dance and it is still
being performed in a lively way today.

The town would like to continue to provide support to
safeguard and transmit this traditional ritual dance, which has
been passed down for about 280 years.

We give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

26, February , 2021
Mr. Kazunari Katsuno, Mayor of Anan Town

58-1 Higashijoh, Anan-cho, Shimoina-gun, Nagano
Prefecture, Japan
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Consent Form

The Association for the Preservation of Gujo-odori has worked to preserve and
nurture the form of Gujo-odori, promote the history and culture of the local area, and
contribute to the development of Gujo City. If “Furyu-odori” is inscribed on the
UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, it will lead
to pride for the people involved in Gujo~odori as well as the people of the area. It will
also be a force that will carry this traditional ritual into the future.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of
“Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

February 25, 2021
The Association for the Preservation of Gujo-~odori
Mr. Masamitsu Fujita, Chair

975 Shimadani, Hachiman-cho, Gujo-shi, Gifu Prefecture, Japan
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Consent Form

In 1996, Gujo-odori was designated by the national government as an Important
Intangible Folk Cultural Property. The foundation for this dance is said to have been
created when Endo Yoshitaka, a feudal lord who was the lord of the Gujo Hachiman
domain during the Edo period (in the early 17" century), gathered the Bon festival dances
that had been performed in various parts of the town to the castle town and encouraged
people to participate. Along with the main song “Kawasaki,” famous for its lyrics of
“When you leave Gujo Hachiman, your sleeves will be wet even though it is not raining,”
there are a total of 10 different songs. The season for Gujo-odori is rather long: about a
month and a half from the middle of July to the beginning of September. It is held for
about 30-some-odd nights and during this time, the area is filled with the excitement of
more than 300,000 dancers and made lively.

Gujo City will continue to provide adequate support for the Important Intangible
Folk Cultural Property Gujo-odori and to actively safeguard and transmit it.

We give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori”
to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

February 25, 2021

Mr. Toshiaki Hioki, Mayor of Gujo City, Gifu Prefecture
228 Shimadani, Hachiman-cho, Gujo-shi, Gifu Prefecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

The Association for the Preservation of Kanomizu-
kakeodori has worked as one with the local residents concerned
to continue to safeguard for the next generation the folk
performing art Kanomizu-kakeodori (called “Kakeodori” locally)
that has been transmitted since olden times. We believe the
inscription of “Furyu-odori” on the UNESCO Representative List of
ICH will enhance pride among the local residents and be a force that
will help carry this traditional performing art into the future.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of
the Intagible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

4 March, 2021
Mr. Wada Katsumi, Chair
The Association for the Preservation of Kanomizu-kakeodori

910 Kanomizu, Meiho, Gujo-shi, Gifu Prefecture, Japan
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Consent Form

Kanomizu-kakeodori was designated by the national government as an
Important Intangible Cultural Property in 2021. Reference to it has been found in special
banners and in forms submitted to local administrators from 1732, we can therefore trace
its history back to the middle of the Edo period (around the mid-1700s). Every September,
the community members of Kanomizu district make preparations for offerings to
Kanomizu Hakusan Shrine. On the day the dance is offered to the shrine, the residents
wear creative costumes and head to the shrine. They sing dancing songs while beating
taiko drums or small gongs while dancing majestically within the grounds of the shrine.
Kanomizu district is a small district nestled among mountains, the dance is performed
according to the old traditions, and many people gather to watch “Kakeodori” (the local
name for the dance) performed.

Gujo City will continue to provide the necessary support for the Important
Intangible Cultural Property “Kanomizu-kakeodori” and endeavor to actively safeguard
and transmit it.

Therefore, on behalf of Gujo City, I provide my free, prior, and informed consent

to the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

February 25, 2021

Mr. Toshiaki Hioki, Mayor of Gujo City, Gifu Prefecture
228 Shimadani, Hachiman-cho, Gujo-shi, Gifu Prefecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

The Association for the Preservation of Classic Performing Arts
in Tokuyama, Kawanehon Town gives its free, prior, and informed
consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The Association for the Preservation of Classic Performing Arts
in Tokuyama, Kawanehon Town transmits Bon-odori in Tokuyama , an
Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property, that is a part of the
nomination “Furyu-odori” as well as the Intangible Folk Cultural
Property Tokuyama Kagura that has been designated by the prefecture
with the support of the local people of Tokuyama. Many people from
outside the Tokuyama area visit to see Bon-odori in Tokuyama.

We will continue to work to take care of this tradition and make
sure it is loved as a treasure of the local people.

February 26th, 2021

The Association for the Preservation of Classic Performing Arts in
Kawanehon-cho Tokuyama,
Kawanehon Town

Mr. Yasuaki Hayashi, Chair jﬂ'\ /,3\\9%

2894 Tokuyama, Kawanehon-cho, Haibara-gun, Shizuoka Prefecture,
Japan (Sengen Shrine in Tokuyama)
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Consent Letter

Bon-odori in Tokuyama was designated by the national
government on December 28, 1987. Its characteristic is that it is a single
element comprised of three completely different kinds of ritual
performances: shikanmai, hiiyai, and kyogen. These are all performed on

a special stage set up in the grounds of Sengen Shrine on August 15 of
every year.

These fraditional ritual performances that have been handed
down in each area are important to strengthening the unity between
community members and maintaining the region. Not only is Bon-odori in
Tokuyama designated as an Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property,

but it is also an important sacred ritual that is a spiritual pillar for the local
residents.

Kawanehon Town has provided support to safeguard and
promote this traditional folk ritual. We will continue to work to provide the
necessary support to safeguard and transmit the ritual.

Kawanehon Town gives its free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

February 26th, 2021

Mr. Toshio Suzuki, Mayor of Kawanehon Town in Shizuoka Prefecture

627 Kaminagao, Kawanehon-cho, Haibara-gun, Shizuoka Prefecture,
Japan
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Consent Form

Bon-odori in Utougi is a Bon festival dance. The dancers welcome their
ancestors back on August 14, dance with them through the night and send them off on
their way back to where they came from at the end of the day on the 15™. The dance is
separated into otoko-odori(dance for men) and onna-odori (dance for women) and more
than 20 dances have been transmitted.

The Association for the Preservation of Performing Arts in Utougi is continuing
its efforts to safequard and transmit this ritual dance and to safeguard and transmit the
traditional culture of the area.

If the nominated element js inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the World, we believe that it will lead to pride among
the local residents and motivate them to pass their culture down to the future.

The Association for the Preservation of Performing Arts in Utougi therefore
gives its free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the
UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

February28, 2021
The Association for the Preservation of Performing Arts in Utougi
‘ 693 Utougi, Aoi-ku, Shizuoka-shi

Mr. Tomoichi Nishijima, Chair
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Letter of Consent

Bon-odori in Utougi is a Bon festival dance that has been transmitted
in the Utougi district. This district is located at an altitude of 550 meters
above sea level in the upstream portion of the Abe River. It is blessed with
clean waters and is considered to be the place wasabi was first grown as a
crop. Its characteristics include that it is separated into ofoko-odori (dance of
men) and onna-odori (dance of women) and that beautiful lanterns appear in
the middle of the circle of dancers. It has been carefully handed down as a
ritual that still shows the original meaning of the Bon festival dances, which
1s to welcome ancestors during the Bon period, dance with them through the
night, and see them off on their journey back home.

Shizuoka City will also continue to provide adequate support to
protect, safeguard, and promote this ritual dance.

The inscription of this ritual dance on the UNESCO Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity will most certainly
enhance international understanding on the safeguarding of intangible
cultural heritage and improve the safeguarding itself as well.

Shizuoka City therefore provides its free, prior, and informed consent
to the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

February28, 2021
\T) L 43

Mr. Nobuhiro Tanabe, Mayor of Shizuoka City
5-1 Oute-machi, Aoi-ku, Shizuoka-shi
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Form of Consent

Yonenbutsu and Bon-odori in Ayado is a traditional ritual dance that we
have inherited from our ancestors.

The Association for the Preservation of Yonenbutsu and Bon-odori in
Ayado was created with the goal of safeguarding and transmitting the Important
Intangible Folk Cultural Property Yonenbutsu and Bon-odori in Ayado and has
labored to achieve that goal.

The inscription of this ritual dance as part of the nomination “Furyu-
odori” will lead to pride for not only the people involved in the ritual dance but
also for the people of the area. We believe it will also be a force that motivates
people for the future.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

February 26, 2021

The Association for the Preservation of Yonenbutsu and Bon-odori in Ayado
Masaharu Naitou , Chair
12 Oku, Ayado-cho, Toyota-shi, Aichi Prefecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

Yonenbutsu and Bon-odori in Ayado is a traditional ritual dance that is
performed by the people of the area on the nights of August 10 and August 15. It
consists of yonenbutsu, which is a chanting ritual performed to appease the spirits
of ancestors, and a Bon festival dance that is performed for entertainment.

Toyota City considers Yonenbutsu and Bon-odori in Ayado to be a precious
traditional ritual dance that is essential for strengthening the ties and relationships
in the local area. The city plans to continue to provide the support necessary to
continue its efforts to hand this ritual dance down to the next generation.

If this ritual dance is inscribed on the Repreéentative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage, we hope that it will encourage international understanding
regarding the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage. Furthermore, we hope
the city will be able to contribute to enhancing these kinds of cultural exchanges.

Having understood the purposes of the UNESCO Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, we give our free, prior, and
informed consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

February 26, 2021

Mr. Toshihiko Ohta, Mayor of Toyota City
3-60 Nishi-machi, Toyota-shi, Aichi Prefecture, Japan
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Consent Form

Shinji-odori at Katte Shrine is offered to Katte Shrine in Yabata on the day of
the autumn festival every second Sunday of October. Dancers wear okedo-daiko drums
called kakko on their chests and ochizui decorations on their shoulderwhile dancing
slowly to a leisurely tempo, making it a graceful ritual dance.

The Association for the Preservation of Shinji-odori at Katte Shrine was
created with the goal of safeguarding, protecting, transmitting, and promoting the
Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property Shinji-odori at Katte Shrine and has worked
to accomplish those goals. The Association will work to transmit this ritual dance
securely to the future generations while taking care of the traditions that have been
handed down to us.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of
“Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

February 22, 2021

President of the Association for the Preservation of Shinji-odori
at Katte Shrine in Yabata, Iga City, Mie Prefecture
1595 Yabata, Iga-shi, Mie Prefecture, Japan

Tadamel]  Kitemura
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Consent Form

Shinji~odori at Katte Shrine is one of the dances of Kanko-odori, a folk ritual
dance that represents Iga City. It is performed on the second Sunday of October and
offered to the shrine on the day of the autumn festival of Katte Shrine in Yabata. Dancers
wear okedo-daiko (tub-shaped drums that are made with planks of wood instead of
one solid piece) on their chest and decorations called ochizui on their shoulder. These
nakaodori dancers dance to a slow tempo in a graceful manner.

Kanko-odori was already danced in many districts within the city during the
Edo period as a dance to ward off disasters or disease or to pray for rain. Now, it is being
transmitted in only five districts including Yabata.

Iga City in Mie Prefecture considers the transmission of the Important
Intangible Folk Cultural Property Shinji-odori at Katte Shrine to be precious and would
like to continue to provide adequate support and contribute actively to its safeguarding
and transmission.

Having understood fully the purposes of the UNESCO Representative List of the

Intangible Cultural Heritage, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori.”

February 22, 2021

Mayor of Iga City in Mie Prefecture
3184 Shijuuku-~cho, Iga-shi, Mie Prefecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

In Sanyare-odori in Ohmi Konan, children dance while playing
percussion instruments such as taiko drums, kakko (Japanese double-
headed drums), small gongs, and sasara (an instrument with bamboo
slats that hit against each other when played). Singers and instrument
players around them hold torimono (literally “things to hold”) such as
bamboo leaves, sakaki leaves (considered sacred), and fans while
singing distinct non-lexical vocables.

It is transmitted in the districts of Yagura, Shimogasa, Kataoka,
Natsuka, Shina, Yoshida, Shinanaka in Kusatsu City of Shiga Prefecture
and in the district of Shimotoyama and surrounding districts in Ritto
City of Shiga Prefecture. The dance has different regional
characteristics depending on the district.

In each district, the dance is performed to pray for a good
harvest of safety within the community and all—from children to
adults—join in the procession that goes around the district dancing.

The dance is a precious element of cultural heritage for the
region; it has been transmitted for a long time. We will work to
contribute to the promotion of the traditional culture of the region.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

March 5, 2021

The Council of Associations for the Preservation of Sanyare-odori in
Kusatsu

‘ >
Mr. Natsuka Hiroshi, Chair ﬂ{g?f[{%\ /%/}W-ﬁ/(

3-13-30 Kusatsu, Kusatsu-shi, Shiga Prefecture, Japan

The Association for the Preservation of Ozuematsuri

Mr. Uno Hideo, Chair ;
Upo- Aaokeo—

1212 Shimotoyama, Ritto-shi, Shiga Prefecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

Sanyare-odori in Ohmi Konan is a ritual dance in which children wearing
dazzling outfits dance to festival music. In each community, a procession walk
throughout the district dancing while praying for a good harvest and safety for those
within the community.

This ritual dance is an important element of cultural heritage for the local
areas. Kusatsu City and Ritto City will continue to provide adequate support to protect
and transmit the traditions of this ritual dance. We also believe that it will contribute
to raising awareness of the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage even further
and encourage international understanding.

Therefore, having understood the purposes of the UNESCO Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, we give our free, prior, and informed

consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage.

March 5, 2021
Mr. Hashikawa Wataru Mr. Nomura Masahiro
i -
"l oz M & Ja
Mayor of Kusatsu City Mayor of Ritto City
3-13-30 Kusatsuy, 1-13-33 Anyoji,
Kusatsu-shi, Ritto-shi,

Shiga Prefecture, Japan Shiga Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

Naginata-furi of the Kenketo Festival in Ohmi is a festive ritual in
which people dance to the music of instruments such as kakko (a Japanese
double-headed drum), taiko drums, and kotsuzumi(a small hand drum) while
dancers holding naginata (pole swords) or poles go around the district with a
procession of floats or kasahoko (floats shaped like large festive umbrellas).
It has been transmitted in Moriyama City, Koka City, Higashiomi City, and
Ryuoh Town of Gamoh County in Shiga Prefecture.

In each area, the community pulls together—child and adult alike—
to perform the ceremony with prayers for a good harvest and safety for the
community. '

The Associations for the Preservation of Naginata-furi of the Kenketo
Festival in Ohmi carries out its work with the aim of safeguarding and
transmitting the ritual dance by exchanges such as information-sharing
between each area. The Associations will continue to work to contribute to
the promotion of the local traditional culture.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

March 5, 2021

The Associations for the Preservation of Naginata-furi of the Kenketo
Festival in Ohmi

Mr. Ito Gosaku, Chair

8 2.4%

1356 Satsukawa-cho, Moriyama-shi, Shiga Prefecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

Naginata-furi of the Kenketo Festival in Ohmi is a ritual in which
dancers dance to the music of instruments while waving naginata (pole
swords) or poles and praying for a good harvest and safety within the
community.

This ritual dance is an important element of the cultural heritage
of the area. Moriyama City, Koka City, Higashiomi City, and Ryuoh Town
will provide the support necessary to protecting and transmitting the
traditions of this ritual dance. We believe an inscription on the UNESCO
Representative List of ICH will further raise awareness of the
safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage and contribute to
encouraging international understanding.

Therefore, having understood the purposes of the UNESCO
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, we
give our free, prior, and informed consent fo the nomination of “Furyu-

odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Human'ty.

March 5, 2021

Mr. Miyamoto Kazuhiro Mr. Iwanaga Hiroki

P
Mayor of Moriyama City Mayor ‘of Koka C1ty
2-5-22 Yoshimi, 6053 Minakuchi,
Moriyama-shi, Minakuchi-cho, Koka-shi,
Shiga Prefecture, Japan . Shiga Prefecture, Japan
Mr. Ogura Masakiyo Mr. Nishida Hideharu

W’Z’_ﬂ———‘fﬁ? \’ﬁ@;\%/v

Mayor of ngashloml City Mayor of Ryuoh Town
10-5 Yokaichimidori-machi, 3 Oguchi, Ryuoh-cho,

Higashiomi-shi, Gamoh-gun,
Shiga Prefecture, Japan Shiga Prefecture, Japan
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Consent Letter

Rokusai-nenbutsu was originally a ritual performed on the rokusaibi (six
special days)—8™, 14, 15™ 231 29t and 30 of every month—in which chants
or hymns of praise were sung to the beat of small gongs or drums after the
performers purified themselves by forgoing meat or fish. It then spread
throughout the country. Of these rokusai-nenbutsu, Rokusai-nenbutsu in Kyoto
was known for having many different kinds of performances. Its attraction is that
there are some performances that incorporate performing arts like Noh, Kabuki,
or Gion-bayashi from the Gion Festival.

Most of the activities take place during the Bon festival period and are
performed at houses. Stage performances at temples and shrines are also part of
the traditional activities. _

For the past 30 years or so, we have been devising ways to have children
in particular learn about this ritual and make it familiar to them. For example, we
have created opportunities for mock lessons and a group recital so the children
can have fun while learning.

If the element is inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, it will contribute to revitalizing the
region even further, deepen an understanding of international society, and
contribute to nurturing people who can contribute.

We have fully understood the purposes of the UNESCO Convention on
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and give our free, prior, and
informed consent to the nomination of “Rokusai-nenbutsu in Kyoto" as part of
the nomination “Furyu-odori” for an inscription on the Representative List.

January 5, 2021

Mr. ﬁ}i H ]J:ZI T?y Chair

The Associations for the Preservation of Rokusai-nenbutsu in Kyoto

1-6 Chuudoji-shohnouchi-cho, Shimogyo-ku, Kyoto City, Kyoto Prefecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

Yasurai-bana is said to have originally been a hanashizume
festival (a ritual performed around the time when flowers fall) performed
to send away spirits bringing pestilence since the Heian period. Yasurai-
bana changed into its current form after it was influenced by hayashimono
(entertaining performances with beats created by festival music or drums)
that were popular in the Muromachi period. The belief was that spirits
bringing pestilence would scatter and spread far and wide as the flower
petals fell and scattered at the end of spring. Therefore, in the ritual,
people walk through the local area, gathering these spirits with the
sound of festival music and "trapping” them in the furyu-hanagasa
(literally "flower umbrellas" ) , then send them to shrines for these
spirits in the grounds of Imamiya Shrine to calm them.

As this procession walks through the town, some res idents wish
for additional protection. Then, people dressed as long-haired ons
(ogres) dance in front of the houses of the people who asked. People who
gather to watch go under the furyu-hanagasa to ward off evil spirits.

Yasurai-bana has been designated by the national government as
an Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property. It is a ritual that has
been closely connected to the old beliefs and faith of the local people.

We are proceeding straight forward to safeguard and transmit the ritual
while gaining the support or agreement of many people.

We fully understand the purposes of the UNESCO Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. We therefore give our
free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of "Yasurai-bana"
as part of the nomination "Furyu: Folk Dances" to the Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

January 5, 2021
Mr. \"Fﬂ Zl—___ Chair
The Associations for the Preservation of Yasurai-odori

91 Nishigamo-kawakami-cho, Kita-ku, Kyoto Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

Hangasa-odori in Kuta is a ganbarashi ritual dance to “retract” in the
Bon festival period the prayers for a good harvest that were made on the
Day of the Horse in May. The five villages in Kuta each use various ideas to
create artificial flowers to decorate furyu-tohroh (decorated lanterns). Each
lantern is carried by two teams, and these teams dance while holding the
lanterns. The songs they dance to are old-style ones that are drawn from
kouta (short, popular songs) from the Muromachi period.

Although the region is mostly villages in mountainous areas where
the population is graying and declining, the fact that such wonderful
intangible folk cultural heritage exists there is a source of pride for the local
area, and we would like to continue this tradition forever.

An inscription on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity will encourage various kinds of dialogue or
exchanges. We also believe that it will be a driving force that revitalizes the
region.

Therefore, having fully understood the purposes of the UNESCO
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, we give
our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of “Hanagasa-odori
in Kuta” as part of the nomination “Furyu-odori” for an inscription on the
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

January 5, 2021
Mr. Y57 % ﬁ" T‘dé Chair
- VL T 2
The Association for the Preservation of Hanagasa-odori in Kuta,

152 Kuta-miyano-cho, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

Rokusai-nenbutsu in Kyoto, Yasurai-bana, and Hanagasa-
odori in Kuta are elements of intangible cultural heritage that Kyoto
City boasts. They are traditional ritual dances that has been handed
down to the local area throughout the ages. Rokusai-nenbutsu in
Kyoto and Hanagasa-odori in Kuta are ritual dances performed
during the Bon festival period, whereas Yasurai-bana is known
among the residents as a typical festival of the early summer. All
three are loved by many.

Kyoto City considers the irreplaceable cultural heritage
called Rokusai-nenbutsu in Kyoto, Yasurai-bana, and Hanagasa-
odori in Kuta as elements important to maintaining a local society
that is sustainable. We will continue to work hard to provide
appropriate guidance, advice, and support and work to safeguard
and transmit these elements together with local residents.

Therefore, having fully understood the purposes of the
UNECO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity, I give on behalf of the people of Kyoto City
my free, prior, and informed support for “Rokusai-nenbutsu in
Kyoto,” “Yasurai-bana,” and “Hanagasa-odori in Kuta” to be
included in the nomination “Furyu-odori” for an inscription on the
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
We will also coordinate efforts with the local authorities and
organizations to continue our work.

December 25, 2020

M. Pa I,“' .k‘? , Mayor of Kyoto City

488 Kamihonnojimae-cho, Teramachi-dori Oike-noboru, Nakagyo-ku,
Kyoto Prefecture
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Letter of Consent

Furyuu oh-odori ko-odori in Ama is comprised of oh~odori, which began in
the late Muromachi periocl (which lasted from the 14t century to the 16t Cen‘:urg)
and ko-odori, which began somewhere between the middle to the end of the Edo
period (which lasted from the 17t century to the 19t centunJ). Its characteristic is
that two dances from different eras are danced simultaneously. Long ago, our
ancestors suffered through a drought. They stayed in a shrine and prayed for rain,
and when their prayers were answered they offered this dance to thank the deities
and to pray for a good harvest and prosperity in the area.

The Association for the Preservation of Furyuu oh~odori ko-odori in Ama
was formed with the goal of cooperating for the safeguarding and transmission of
the Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property Furg uu oh~odori ko~odori in Ama
and has done its best to this day.

Therefore, we give our free, priox, and informed consent to the nomination
of “Furgu~oc10ri” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanitg.

March 4’:11, 20

The Association for the Preservation of Funj uu~odori in Ama
My Tatsushi Sawatari, Chair

482-1 A111aka1ui~1nachi, Mi11a1ni~awaji~shi, HLJ 080 Pre{ecture, J apan
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Form of Consent

Furyuu oh-odori ko-odori in Ama is a dance performed as an offering by
ujiko (local parishioners) of the Kamimachi district of Ama in Minami-awaji City. It
is a dance offered to the deities as a ganhodoki (thanks for answering a prayer and
releasing the deities from having to fulfill the original wish) to thank them for sending
rain after a rain invocation ritual has been performed; it is also a prayer for a good
harvest and prosperity for the local area. 7

Minami-awaji City will continue to provide adequate support to protecting
this tradition and safeguarding and promoting it, as it is important in transmitting
the history of the region.

If this element of cultural heritage is inscribed on the Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity as part of the nomination “Furyu-
odori,” we believe it will encourage even more international exchange through
intangible cultural heritage.

We provide our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of
“Furyu: Folk Dances” to the UNESCO Representative List.

March 4th, 2021

Mr. Kazuhiro Morimoto

22-1 Ichizenko-ji, Minami-awaji-shi, Hyogo Prefecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

The Association for the Preservation of Oh-odori in Totsukawa gives its
free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of “Furyu” to the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

We members of the Association have performed, safeguarded, and
transmitted the Oh-odori in Totsukawa, which includes the Oh-odori in Ohara,
Oh-odori in Musashi, and Oh-odori in Nishikawa that are danced during the time
of the Bon festival.

The Bon festival dance that includes Oh-odori in Ohara, Oh-odori in
Musashi, and Oh-odori in Nishikawa is an element of cultural heritage that has
been handed down for long and has become rooted in the lives of the local
residents as a traditional ritual. The ways of dancing or the songs that vary from
area to area even within the same village show local characteristics and we are
proud of that. '

These Bon festival ritual dances also require the participation of local
children or people who have returned home for the holiday period. The local
residents have many opportunities to see and experience Oh-odori from a young
age, and those who remain in their hometown after becoming adults as well as
those who return home for the holidays after leaving participate actively in the
ritual and support Oh-odori of their own free will. We will continue to make
efforts to transmit it properly to the future while taking care of the traditions.

3,9 2021

The Association for the Preservation of Oh-odori in Totsukawa Town,
Oharamusashi, and Nishikawa

The Association for the Preservation of Ohara-odori

AR St RBR

The Association for the Preservation of Musashi-odori
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The Association for the Preservation of Nishikawa-odori
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Form of Consent

Oh-odori in Totsukawa is an element of intangible cultural heritage that
represents Totsukawa Village. But it is also something through which we share
traditions regardless of generation and something that strengthens the
cooperation and bonds between people in the region, and provides opportunities
to strengthen social ties.

To transmit this traditional ritual dance accurately to the next generation,
Totsukawa Village has provided support for the performance of the ritual dance
from the sidelines, by things such as financial support or providing personnel to
help. The village intends to continue to work to transmit the tradition while
working closely with stakeholders.

If Oh-odori in Totsukawa is inscribed on the UNESCO Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage as part of the nomination “Furyu-odori,”
it will not only raise awareness about intangible cultural heritagé, but will also
be a good opportunity to strengthen exchanges with foreign countries. There is
no greater joy for Totsukawa Village.

Having fully understood the purposes of the UNESCO Convention on
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, we give our free, prior, and
informed consent to this nomination.

3,5,2021
Mr. Yoshiki Saratani, Mayor of Totsukawa Village
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Letter of Consent

Sagimai at Yasaka Shrine in Tsuwano is said to have begun about 480 years ago,
and was introduced to Tsuwano from Kyoto through Yamaguchi Prefecture. Sagimai is
a graceful dance that is offered as a sacred ritual. It has been carefully handed down by
the townspeople as one of the prides of Tsuwano, and it is said to be the only Sagimai
(heron dance) to have retained its original form.

The Association for the Preservation of Sagimai at Yasaka Shrine was formed
to safeguard and transmit to the future the Sagimai at Yasaka Shrine in Tsuwano that
has such a long history and tradition. The Association has labored to accomplish these
goals.

We will continue to treasure this tradition and work to transmit it securely to
future generations.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of
“Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

Mavch 3, 2021

/é\” o K Z

The Association for the Preservation of Sagimai at Yasaka Shrine

Ro 367-1 Ushiroda, Tsuwano-cho, Kanoashi-gun, Shimane Prefecture, Japan
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Consent Form

Sagimai at Yasaka Shrine in Tsuwano is an element of intangible cultural
heritage that represents Tsuwano Town. It is also a sacred ritual with tradition that
has been handed down for generations.

The sight of the dancers wearing the characteristic outfits of white herons
dancing gracefully and the sound of the bells and whistles that are struck or blown
in time with the dancing have nestled their way deep into the hearts of the
townspeople and are cherished as pieces of their hometown they carry in their
hearts.

Tsuwano Town considers Sagimai at Yasaka Shrine in Tsuwano to be
important in maintaining the local community. Therefore, to transmit this
traditional ritual dance to future generations, we will continue to provide
adequate support and work actively to safeguard, transmit, and promote the
ritual dance.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

MM&% 5, 2o/
Bk T H 1Y 2

54-25 Nichihara, Tsuwano-cho, Kanoashi-gun, Shimane Prefecture, Japan
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Consent Form

Shiraishi-odori is a Bon festival dance that has been
transmitted in Shiraishi Island. It is a traditional ritual dance
that represents the island. For us, Shiraishi-odori has no
comparison, and it is something we are proud of.

We have long strived to safeguard, transmit, and promote
the Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property Shiraishi-odori.
We will continue to make efforts to transmit this traditional
ritual dance.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to
the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative

List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

March 1, 2021

The Association for Shiraishi-odori

Mr. Hirayoshi Kawata, Chair
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604 Shiraishi-jima, Kasaoka-shi, Okayama Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

Shiraishi-odori is a Bon festival dance that has been performed
for ages in Shiraishi Island of Kasaoka City. It has been designated as an
Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property. A characteristic of this
dance is that there are multiple movements for one type of song and the
beat of a drum. It is a noteworthy traditional dance in which the dances
with different outfits or movements create harmony by meshing with
the one rhythm of the drumbeat.

Kasaoka City will work to continue to provide adequate support
and engage actively in safeguarding and transmitting the traditional
Shiraishi-odori, as it is a precious thing that brings pride to the area.

We give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination
of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible

Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

March 1, 2021

Mr. Yoshifumi Kobayashi, Mayor of Kasaoka City

1-1 Chuo-cho, Kasaoka-shi, Okayama Prefecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

The Association for the Preservation of Ohmiya-odori gives its
free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to
the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

Ohmiya-odori is a Bon festival dance that has been passed down
for many long years in the Hiruzen area of Maniwa City in Okayama
Prefecture. It is a local ritual dance for the people who live in the area.

The Association was established in 1936 to increase awareness
among the local people and to promote the dance to outsiders. For the
more than 80 years since its establishment, it has continued to work
hard. h

Currently, the Association works in tandem with schools or
administrations to unite the area in activities to transmit the ritual to
children. We will continue to strive to transmit to future generations not
only the form of Ohmiya-odori—the movements of the dance, the beat
of the music, or the tools, for example—but also the prayers for peace
and prosperity to the people who live in this land that our ancestors
who lived in Hiruzen poured into this ritual.

March 3, 2021

The Association for the Preservation of Ohmiya-odori
Mr. Akio Fukui, Chair
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Form of Consent

Ohmiya-odori is an element of intangible cultural heritage that
represents Maniwa City. Dancers dance it for about a month around the Bon
festival period, moving from venue to venue in the northern parts of the city.
Night after night during this period, songs with archaic lyrics are sung to the
beating of shime-daiko (small drums with both sides of the drum tied together
with rope) while dancers move gracefully or the people in the procession make
funny movements to pray for a good harvest. In other words, it is our own
traditional ritual dance that is vital to the people here, as it supports the ties
between people that exist regardless of generation or district.

To transmit this traditional ritual dance properly to the next generation,
Maniwa City has supported the performance’s operation from the sidelines in
various ways, such as through financial support or through supporting with
personnel. The city will continue to work closely with those involved to transmit
this tradition.

If “Ohmiya-odori” is inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity as part of the nomination “Furyu-
odori,” it will contribute to raising awareness on the safeguarding of intangible
cultural heritage and to encouraging international understanding. There is no
greater joy for Maniwa City.

Having understood the purposes of the UNESCO Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, we give our free, prior, and
informed consent to the nomination.

March 3, 2021

Mr. Noboru Ohta, Mayor of Maniwa City in Okayama Prefecture

2927-2 Kuse, Maniwa-shi, Okayama Prefecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

Jindai-odori in Nishiiya is thought to have begun when Sugawara no
Michizane, a politician who lived during the late 9" to early 10" centuries, was
serving as governor of Sanuki Province in 886-890 (according to the historical
records of Nishiiyayama Village).

The dance had been performed all throughout the village of Nishiiyayama
in the past as a ritual to pray for rain and it had been a form of entertainment.

It was then always performed in the Zentoku district as an annual ritual at
festivals of the Tenman Shrine.

Today, this ritual is still performed as an offering on June 25" according to
the old Japanese calendar.

Even as the problem of the lack of successors becomes more and more
challenging, we members of the preservation association are working hard to
transmit the traditional culture of this area to future generations.

We give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of

“Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

March 3, 2021

Zentoku, Nishityayama-mura, Miyoshi-shi, Tokushima Prefecture, Japan
The Association for the Preservation of Jindai-odori in Nishiiya
Mr. Takeo Onodera, Chair

Take0o Onodera
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Form of Consent

Jindai-odori in Nishiiya is an intangible folk cultural property that
represents Miyoshi City, but it is also an annual festival and tradition that has been
passed down since ancient times.

We have shared the traditions and the countless pieces of wisdom that our
ancestors inherited and handed down and strengthened the relationships and
bonds within this area. After the municipal merger in the 2005 fiscal year, these
traditions and bonds were not only of Nishiiyayama Village, but also of Miyoshi
City in general, and it brought pride to all the people.

We at Miyoshi City would like to work on exchanges between local
residents and revitalizing the region while protecting and transmitting the cultural
heritage and the ways of our ancestors.

Having fully understood the purposes of the UNESCO Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, we give our free, prior, and
informed consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

March 3, 2021

1500 Shinmachi, lkeda-cho, Miyoshi-shi, Tokushima Prefecture, Japan
Mr. Seiichi Kurokawa, Mayor of Miyoshi City in Tokushima Prefecture
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Consent Letter

Ayako-odori is a dance with tastes of the early form of Kabuki theater. It is
danced every two years accompanied by 12 kouta (short songs) as an offering to Kamo
Shrine in the Sabumi district of Manno-~cho. Sabumi district, where we live, has a warm
climate but does not rain much and so it has a history of having suffered from droughts.
Therefore, the people here created lakes and, in years of drought, danced to pray to
Ryuuyjin (the Dragon God) for rain to deal with their lack of water. Even now, the people
of Sabumi district come together to dance the Ayako-odori, inheriting their ancestors’
beliefs. We will continue to work to safeguard and transmit the Ayako-odori that is the
pride of the area so that tomorrow’s children can feel love for their hometown through
the dance.

Therefore, the Association for the Preservation of Ayako-odori in Sabumi gives
its free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

1 March, 2021

The Association for the Preservation of Ayako-odori in Sabumi
Mr. Masaki Shirakawa, Chair

317-1 Sabumi, Manno-cho, Nakatado-gun, Kagawa Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

Ayako-odori is a local ritual dance that represents Manno-cho. It carries
strong flavors of odoriitta (dancing songs) from Kabuki theater of the early Edo
period and is considered very important in the research of Japan’s history of
performing arts and music as well. The highlight of Ayako-odori is that the
community comes together to sing and dance, from elementary school students
to the elderly. After the Second World War, it was discontinued for a while, but
it was revived because of the determination of the local people. Since then, there
have been enthusiastic efforts made to safeguard and transmit the dance, and it

is now performed publicly once every two years as an offering to Kamo Shrine
in Sabumi.

Manno-cho has been providing support to pass down to the future
generations the Ayako-odori that is the pride of the town. We will continue to
work with stakeholders to transmit the traditional ritual dance. If Ayako-odori is
inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity, it will further strengthen the pride and love that people feel for
their hometown and increase the unity of the community, creating a region that
is prosperous and creative.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

1 March, 2021

Mr. Takayoshi Kurita, Mayor of Manno-cho

430 Yoshinoshimo, Manno-cho, Nakatado-gun, Kagawa Prefecture,
Japan
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Form of Consent

Nenbutsu-odori in Takinomiya is a ritual dance that began in the
Heian period, which lasted from the 8th century to the 12th century. The dance
prayed for rain, gave thanks to Sugawara no Michizane who saved the people
of Sanuki Province from a great drought, and prayed for a good harvest.
Dancers would wave fans on which the sun and moon were drawn and dance
to the sound of festival music played by conches, small gongs, drums, and
flutes and to the calls of “namuami-douya.”

The Association for the Preservation of Nenbutsu-odori in Takinomiya
was formed with the goal of continuing the traditional Nenbutsu-odori in
Takinomiya through the ages. The Association has labored to perform,
safeguard, and transmit this ritual dance and contribute to promoting the
traditional culture of the area. ‘

Nenbutsu-odori in Takinomiya is an element of cultural heritage that
has been handed down for a long time. We are protecting this precious ritual
dance that makes us feel that our lives are connected to our ancestors’ lives
in the hope that it will be handed down to the people of tomorrow and be
danced throughout the ages.

If “Furyu-odori” is inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in this cycle, it would bring
pride to not only we people who are involved in the ritual but also to the people
of the area in general. We believe it will also be a driving force that connects
this ritual dance to the future.

Therefore, we provide our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

February 25, 2021

The Association for the Protection of Nenbutsu-odori in Takinomiya
Mzr. Taketoshi Maeda, Chair

c/o the Ayagawa-cho Board of Education,

299 Takinomiya, Ayagawa-cho, Ayauta-gun, Kagawa Prefecture,
Japan
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Letter of Consent

Nenbutsu-odori in Takinomiya is a ritual dance that began in the
Heian period (8th century to the 12th century) as a dance that offered a prayer
for rain, gave thanks to Sugawara no Michizane who saved the province of
Sanuki from a great drought, and prayed for a good harvest for that year. In
a drought, when there is no rain, the ritual dance is performed as a dance to
pray for rain.

Ayagawa Town of Kagawa Prefecture has provided support such as
cooperation from local government staff or financial aid to help the
management of the ritual dance from the sidelines in order to pass the ritual
dance on to the next generation, as it understands that this precious element
of cultural heritage is absolutely necessary to maintaining the area. We will
continue to provide adequate support and engage actively in safeguarding,
transmitting, and promoting the element.

We believe that the inscription of this ritual dance as part of the
nomination “Furyu-odori” will contribute to the promotion of an international
understanding regarding the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage.

We give our free, prior, and informed consent to this nomination.

February 25, 2021

Mzr. Taketoshi Maeda, Mayor of Ayagawa Town, Kagawa Prefecture

299 Takinomiya, Ayakawa-cho, Ayauta-gun, Kagawa Prefecture,
Japan
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Letter of Consent

Kannoh-gaku is a taiko-odori (a drum dance, also called
gaku-uchi) that is offered to Ohtomi Shrine once every two
years during the great spring festival (Jinkoh Festival). It is
performed to pray for a good harvest and for rain.

It is comprised of nakagaku (main dancers), wchiwa-
tsukai (fan dancers), oh-uchiwa-tsukai (dancers who use huge
fans), yomitate (people who read a special script), mizutori
(people who give water), gawa-gaku (side dancers) performed
by boys, and festival music played on flutes and small gongs.
All of the people involved in the performance form a circle.
Energetic movments and slow movements are combined in a
complex way to create a dynamic and bold dance.

The Association for the Preservation of Kannoh-gaku in
Buzen continues to work to safeguard and transmit this folk
ritual dance and contribute to the promotion of local traditional
performing arts culture.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent
to the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

March 1, 2021

The Association for the Preservation of Kannoh-gaku in Buzen
Mr. /7 W ﬂﬁ\ - , Chair

256 Oh-aza Shirohmaru, Buzen-shi, Fukuoka Prefecture, Japan



B & ¥

EREIJARTHRRDEAFAR(BFR)CECTRFTA
I, SARAFBE, ML VEFL A TITH 1 2 A8 (i) T
¥s

T AR, KARZE, 2 2T, RRI), FF &340
BTSS0S E2BRF THRINET, ArdE22 8508
(L SR kA2 4+ L 3 R TR FLD
T,

ZMEISERAEDIIORB LR A2 REEA), Lo
ZAZLEINOWBRBLF L T2LH6HHE4TTE)ET,

23T, A& RETE FRoBRMALERITLILT,
[RAR D2 F23EBIMFAXREZ LA~ CRAE
T

2021 % 3 A 1 4
2 AEIS BRI

o& 78 B =
30 & ¥ MF AT @256




Letter of Consent

Kannoh-gaku is performed once every two years as an offering to
Ohtomi Shrine at the great spring festival (Jinkoh Festival). It is a drum
dance (gaku-uchi, a dance with drums being beat) that is performed to pray
for a good harvest or for rain. It is a precious ritual dance that has been
transmitted since the late Middle Ages in Japan.

Buzen City in Fukuoka Prefecture considers this cherished element
of cultural heritage to be a major force in bringing vitality to the region and
a much-loved local treasure that should be transmitted to the future. As such,
the city will work to continue to provide any support necessary and to work
actively on safeguarding and transmission.

If this Kannoh-gaku is inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity as part of the nomination
“Furyu-odori,” it will increase awareness of the safeguarding in the future,
and contribute greatly to encouraging international understanding.

Having fully understood the purposes of the UNESCO Convention for
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, we give our free, prior,

and informed consent to this nomination.

March 1, 2021

SRLY Y

Mayor of Buzen City in Fukuoka Prefecture

955 Oh-aza Yoshiki, Buzen-shi, Fukuoka Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

The Promotion Council for the Preservation of Jangara Nenbutsu in Hirado
City gives its free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori”
to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

We members of the Promotion Council have been performing,
safeguarding, and transmitting this ritual dance that is performed during the Bon
festival.

Jangara in Hirado is an element of cultural heritage that has been
transmitted since the Edo period (early 17" century to the 19t century). It has
become rooted in the local community as a traditional ritual and is a source of
pride for each community.

In this ritual, people of different generations join in, allowing them to feel
the ties between people of the community.

We will continue to treasure this tradition while working to transmit it to

future generations.

February 26, 2021

Kazuo Murase, Chair

The Promotion Council for the Preservation of Jangara Nenbutsu in Hirado City
1508-3 Iwanoue-cho, Hirado-shi, Nagasaki Prefecture (c/o Hirado City Hall)
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Form of Consent

Jangara in Hirado is performed in all areas (nine districts) of Hirado
Island from the 14 to the 18™ of August.

The 34 lord of the Matsura Clan of Hirado, Kiyoshi (also known as
Seizan) wrote about Jangara in his collection of essays fitled Kasshi Yawa,
and Richard Cocks, the head of the British East India Company trading
post, did as well. From this, it is said that this element has continued since
the beginning of the Edo period (around the early 17t century). It is
performed as an offering at shrines and temples to pray for rain or a good
harvest.

This element also has the aspect of involving people from various
generations, making them feel connected to others in the community.

Hirado City of Nagasaki Prefecture will continue to provide the
necessary support for this local freasure and precious element of cultural
heritage and work to safeguard and transmit it.

We give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of

“Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage.

February 26, 2021

Naruhiko Kuroda, Mayor of Hirado City, Nagasaki Prefecture
1508-3 Iwanoue-cho, Hirado-shi, Nagasaki Prefecture, Japan
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Consent Form

Okita-odori is a furyu-odori ritual dance that is transmitted in Okita-
machi of Omura City. Dancers holding naginata (pole swords) face dancers
holding kodachi (tachi swords shorter than 60 centimeters) and dance,
pretending to slash each other in time with flutes, small gongs, taiko drums,
and singing. It is also called Naginata-odori (Pole sword dance).

Kuromaru-odori is a furyu-odori ritual dance that is transmitted in
Kuromaru-machi of Omura City. In this majestic dance, four dancers
shouldering huge fountain-shaped objects adorned with flowers and two
dancers shouldering huge flags circle slowly to the beat of taiko drums. It is
said that a ronin (a masterless samurai) named Hoyo who came from the
Chugoku region taught the people this dance, and the dance is performed as
an offering every year on November 28th, the day Hoyo died.

Dances such as Okita-odori and Kuromaru-odori that have been
transmitted in the area were first performed at a celebration when the
feudal clan of Omura recovered their lands from an enemy in the Sengoku
period. The folk performing arts have been handed down for more than 500
years since then.

The Association for the Preservation of Okita-odori and the
Association for the Preservation of Kuromaru-odori will continue to work to
transmit the local traditional culture that Omura City holds to future
generations by safeguarding and transmitting the ritual dances.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

March 3, 2021

The Association for the Preservation of Okita-odori
Mr. OKITA Akinori, Chair
s /4 P
T A

78-2 Okita-machi, Omura-shi, Nagasaki Prefecture, Japan

The Association for the Preservation of the Intangible Folk Cultural
Property Kuromaru-odori

Mr. MAEKAWA Atae, Chair %] ] 8%

J o~

1-266 Miyashohji, Omura-shi, Nagasaki Prefecture, Japan
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Consent Letter

Okita-odori and Kuromaru-odori are both furyu-odori ritual dances
that have been transmitted in the Kohri district of the northern part of
Omura City. It is said that during the Sengoku period (late 15th to early 17th
century), the Omura clan who had ruled the lands first performed these
dances at a celebration for recovering their ancestral lands from a rival. For
the more than 500 years since then, it has been handed down and is now a
folk performing art that represents Omura City.

The movements of the dance or the verses of the songs of these ritual
dances still contain many traces of dances from before the Edo period (early
17th to late 19t century). They show the people of today the form of ritual
dances from the Middle Ages in Japan that are uncommon in our Prefecture

and were designated by the national government as Important Intangible
Folk Cultural Properties.

The members of each preservation association work ceaselessly every
day despite difficulties such as a lack of successors. They also engage in their
work actively by, for example, performing at various events both within the
city and elsewhere.

Omura City will support the activities for these folk performing arts
that have been loved and passed down in this region and will continue to
work to ensure that traditional culture is transmitted to the next generation.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

March 3, 2021

Mr. SONODA Hiroshi, Mayor of Omura City
%) 5
) &) 49

1-25 Kushima, Omura-shi, Nagasaki Prefecture, Japan
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Letter of Consent

“Tsushima no Bon-odori” is an intangible cultural property that has been transmitted
dutifully in various parts of Tsushima since ancient times. It is a creative type of
performing art called furyu-odori in which dancers use various magnificent tools
such as fans or ayatake (a stick made of bamboo decorated with colorful pieces of
paper) or instruments such as taiko drums. The contents vary depending on the
area in which it is performed.

In the Associations for the Preservation of Tsushima Bon-odori’s work, the
preservation associations of each area come together and the Associations actively
promotes the safeguarding and transmission of “Tsushima no Bon-odori”. Various
people help dancers put make-up on or change into costumes, and the whole
community helps us in our work.

We are confident that an inscription on the UNESCO Representative List will
reinvigorate the local communities and be a great help in the safeguarding and
transmission of the intangible cultural properties that have been handed down in
Tsushima.

We therefore give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of

“Furyu-odori” including “Tsushima no Bon-odori” to the UNESCO Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

3, 3, 2021

YasvoNagadome

Chair,
Associations for the Preservation of Tsushima Bon-odori
1287-1 Kechi-kou, Mitsushima-machi, Tsushima City, Nagasaki Prefecture
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Form of Consent

“Tsushima no Bon-odori” is a furyu performing art that is performed at locall
temples and shrines every year during the Bon festival period (in August) to
appease the spirits of ancestors. It is comprised of several types of dance, such
as sensu-odori (a dance performed with fans), te-odori (a dance performed with
movements of the hands) or shigumi-odori (a dance in which dancers wear
appropriate costumes for their roles and perform according to a story). It also has
different kinds of dances processions or procedures and has different
characteristics depending on the locality. It is a precious element of intangible
cultural heritage in Tsushima.

Bon festival dances have a deep connection to history and are performed
with the cooperation of local community members. They were therefore
always stages for people to strengthen ties and nurture a love for their
hometowns.

Tsushima City recognizes the importance of “Tsushima no Bon-odori”
and will hand it down to the next generation fondly while providing the
appropriate support and safeguarding measures. An inscription on thej
UNESCO Representative List will no doubt help greatly in that endeavor.

| therefore provide my free, prior, and informed consent to the
nomination of “Furyu-odori” the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

3.8, 221 Noaoki HitaKatsw

Mayor of Tsushima City
1441 Kokubu, Izuhara-machi, Tsushima City, Nagasaki Prefecture
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Consent Letter

“Nobara Hachimangu Furyu” is a folk performing art that began as a way to
ward off plague and evil things. It is performed in the three districts of Komoya,
Nobara, and Kawanobori as an offering at Nobara Hachimangu Shrine.
Children of each district hold large drums and small drums and perform for six
years, then become mentors. Because they still play flutes or sing when they
become adults, this folk performing art is carefully transmitted involving the

entire community both young and old.

The Association for the Preservation of Furyu Setto has been working tirelessly
since its establishment in 1973 to ensure this tradition continues. If Nobara
Hachimangu Furyu is inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List as part of
this nomination, the people of the communities concerned will become more
aware of the importance of safeguarding and transmitting their heritage. We

members of the Association will continue to work hard to transmit this tradition.

Therefore, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of
“Furyu-odori:"to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Culutural

Heritage of Humanity.

]\/L M“C%Lﬂ, 2021 P N
Chair, \*Q LH aﬁ/ )@

Association for the Preservation of Furyu Setto

8-1 Kawanobori, Arao-shi, Kumamoto, Japan
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Letter of Consent

“Nobara Hachimangu Furyu” is a folk performing art that is transmitted in
the Komoya, Nobara, and Kawanobori districts of Arao City in Kumamoto
Prefecture. It is performed as an offering to the deities at the annual Nobara
Hachimangu Shrine Festival. Two small children who wear hats made to
look like the heads of lions dance a taiko-odori (drum dance) to singing and

the music of flutes while beating a large drum and a small drum.

Arao City is home to both Miike tanko Manda Pit (a component of “Sites of
Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolution: Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal
Mining” that was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List) and Arao-
higata (one of the wetlands of international importance under the Ramsar
Convention). The inscription of Nobara Hachimangu Furyu as part of this
nomination will mean that another of the treasures in Arao City will become

known to the world, a fact we are extremely proud of.

Therefore, I give my free, prior, and informed consent to the nomination of
“Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible

Culutural Heritage of Humanity.

Manch 3 » 2021

Mayor of Arao City ‘794%4% A M@LQ

390 Kunaideme, Arao-shi, Kumamoto, Japan
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Letter of Consent

Yoshihiro-gaku is an old dance with a very long history. There are
records of it having been revived in 1700 after laying dormant for a
century. '

It is a folk ritual dance that incorporates elements of nenbutsu
odori (chanting dances) and taiko odori (drum dances) and that are
performed in the sixth month according to the old Japanese calendar to
pray for insects to be kept away from crops.

The Association for the Preservation of Yoshihiro-gaku was
created through the efforts of all of the residents of the district to transmit
this element that has deep roots in the local area. The Association is also
working actively to train successors by working with children and
students.

Therefore, to make this tradition known widely and to transmit it
to the next generation, we give our free, prior, and informed consent to
the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

March 10, 2021

The Association for the Preservation of Yoshihiro-gaku
Mr. Mineo Okazaki, Chair

3361 Yoshihiro, Musashi-machi, Kunisaki-shi, Oita Prefecture,
Japan
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Form of Consent

Kunisaki City has so many cultural properties with religious roots that it is
called Hotoke no Sato, the “home of Buddha.” Many of these cultural properties are
folk customs adorned by tradition that pray for a good harvest or for good health
and safety from disasters. Yoshihiro-gaku is a dance that incorporates precisely
these basic things that people pray for in their everyday lives.

Yoshihiro-gaku is performed in the Yoshihiro district of Kunisaki City. As
the hot July sun shines down on them, the dancers perform two times a day: once at
10 a.m. and once at 2 p.m. The sight of the gakuto (dancers) dancing in the
sweltering heat conveys the strong willpower of our ancestors who lived in this area.

Kunisaki City would like to provide the support necessary to transmit this
traditional ritual to the next generation. Therefore, we provide our free, prior, and
informed consent to the nomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

March s, 2021

Mr. Akifumi Mikawa, Mayor of Kunisaki City
149 Tsurugawa, Kunisaki-machi, Kunisaki-shi, Oita Prefecture, Japan
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Form of Consent

Ara-odori is a davce that has been travsmitted in the Sakamoto
district of Gokase Town since the Tewsho period (1573-1503), about
400 vears from now. It is said that i the Keicho period (1546-16¢15),
rituals were set to give offerings +o the shrive housing the patron deity
of the region, Futagami Daimyolhiin (wow called Sangasho Shrine), and
these rituals are still carried out today.

The dance is one v which people wearing the outfits of warriors
hold weapons such as spears, naginata (a long pole with a sword edae on
one end), bows, and matchlocks i their hands and dance wearing aear
similar to what ancient samurai wore when they wade formations +o
prepare for battle. The ritual dance is composed of +wo types of dances:
the wmajestic and evergetic iriha and deha dances that are davced in a
formation of lovg lines and the graceful and auiet dances that are danced
n circular formation. These dances transmit to the people of +oday the
traces of the dances that were davced i +he olden days.

wWe mewmbers of the Association for the Preservation of Ara-odori
are working to pass on to future geverations this traditional dance that
has been safeguarded and Wanded doww by our ancestors. We are also
conducting activities intended +o nurture in local children a love for +heir
hometown through Ara-odori,

If “Ara-odori” is inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List
of the Tutangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity this eycle, i+ will bring
pride o the local community and enhawce an awarenmess on the
safequarding of ntangible cultural heritage. Therefore, the Association
for the Preservation of Ara-odor gives its free, prior, and informed
consewt  to  the wvomination of “Furyu-odori” +o +he UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity,

February 2.5, 2024

WMr., Toyoaki Nagata,

Chair of the Association for the Preservation of Ara-odori
1670 Oaza Sankasho, Gokase-cho, Nishinsuki-gun, WMiyazaki Prefecture,

Japan /% & % )3/:1
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Letter of Consent

Ara-odori is a ritual davce that has been travswmitted in the
Sakamoto district of Gokase Town for wore than 400 vears. The dance
that expresses the appearavce of traditional gear worn whew samurai
made battle formations is distinet even for Miyazaki Prefecture, which
boasts wmany wtangible folk cuttural properties. When the dauce is
performed every September at Savgasho Shrine and in the Sakamoto
district as an offering, many people both from within the community and
from other areas come +o watch, and the majestic dance fascinates many.

The fact that this traditional Ara-odori has beew handed dowm is
a source of pride for Gokase Town, and we will continue +o provide
support for +the +tramswmission activities that +he preservation
orgavization carry out,

If “Ara-odori” is inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List
of the Tutangible Cultural Heritage this eycle, i+ will further enhance
the awarevess on the safeguarding of wtangible caltural heritage.
Therefore, Gokase Toww gives its free, prior, and informed consent +o
the vomination of “Furyu-odori” to the UNESCO Representative List.

February 25, 2024

WMr. Shunpel Harada, Waor of Gokase Town in WMiyazaki Prefecture

1670 Oaza Sankasho, Gokase-cho, Nishinsuki-gun, Wivazaki Prefecture,
Japan
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