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Elm, Tohsil vo Madaniyyat iizra
Birlosmis Millatlar Taskilatinin (UNESCO) Bas Direktoru,

Xamm Odri Azuleya

Hormatli xanim Bas Direktor!
Azarbaycanda ¢ay modoniyyati goedim dovrlerden formalasib.

Ehtimal ki, ¢ay Azorbaycana I-II asrlords ipak yolu vasitasiyle ¢inli tacirler
torafindon gotirilmoaya baslayib. Artiq 10-cu asr yazili abidalerinde Azarbaycanda
cay satan restoranlar-cayxanalar haqqinda malumat verilir.

Cayimiz c¢aydan ve yaxud cayla miixtolif ot ve odviyyatlarin qarigigi ilo
hazirlanib ~ siifroye  miitlog armudu  stokanlarda  verilir.  Oziinemaxsus
xiisusiyyatlarden biri do odur ki, o, adatan ¢arez ve limonla birlikds igilir. Bagqa
millatlordon forqli olaraq ¢ay Azarbaycanda disloma i¢ilir. Yani, sirni dislonir va
cay igilir.

Cay silifroye miitlogq mixtalif sirnilorlo, qennadi mohsullari, balla,
miirabbalarls birlikds verilir.

Azorbaycanda g¢ay1 ylizlerco otlarla domlayirlor. ©On ¢ox istifade edilon ot
koklikotudur. Azarbaycanda kaklikotunun 25 forqli stre malik ndvii var. Bunlardan
18 novi Lahicda, 3 névii Nax¢ivanda bitir. Limon ise ¢aya asason Lankaran vo
Nax¢ivandan galir.

Azorbaycanda ¢ayin suyu samovarlarda qaynadilir. Diinyanin an gadim 3700
il yasi olan samovar Azerbaycanda Sakids tapilib. Basqa dlkelorden forgli olaraq
Azorbaycanda alovu giliclondirmok maqsadiyls samovarin yuxari hissasing,
tutacagi olan xiisusi boru taxilir. Su gaynadiqgdan sonra ise bu boru ¢ixarilib yerine
dom ¢aydani qoymaq lg¢ilin xlisusi dlidkes qoyulur. Doam ¢aydani bu diidkesin
lizorindo damlonir ve saxlanilir. Cay silifrays bir va ya iki ¢aydanla (birinds dem,




digarinda gaynar su), ya bir ¢aydanla (igmays hazir ¢ayla) vo yaxud samovar va bir
caydanla (dom ¢aydani) birlikda verilir.

Azorbaycanda ¢ay i¢ma adi prosedur deyil, onu talosmodan, “agayana” torzds
icmok lazimdir. Heqigoton Azaerbaycan matboxinde ¢ay i¢mo bir moerasime
¢evrilib. O, xiisusi — ¢ox samimi bir atmosfer yaradaraq, insanlari bir-birina
yaxinlagdirir, yadlar: dostlagdirir. Cay siifrasi arxasinda har bir azarbaycanli 6ziinii
sair hiss edir.Tesadiifi deyil ki, hayat boyu bizi miisayiat edan bu i¢ki haqqinda bu
gader dastanlar qosulub, seirlor yazilib, mahnilar bastalonib, bir ¢ox atalar sézlari
vo idiomlar formalasib.

Azorbaycanda ¢ay yalniz susuzlugu yatirtma vasitesi olma marhalasini bir
nov gerids qoyub. Azerbaycanda susuzlayib-susuzlamamasindan asili olmayaragq,
qonaq qarsisina ¢ay qoyulur. Bu, har seydan 6nca, qonaga hdrmaetin slamati sayilir.
El¢ilik merasimlorimizin do taci gay sayilir. Har halda, merasimin sonunda raziliq
olamati olaraq, oglan vo qiz1 ifade edan iki rengli ¢ayin verilmasi, sirin ¢ayin
icilmasi do buna delalat edir. Azarbaycanda bir ¢ox problemlarin miizakirasi do
mohz cay siifrosi arxasinda aparilir. Illorle halli tapiimayan bir problem bazen
yarim saatliq ¢ay siifrasi arxasinda oturub miizakirs olunmagla hall edilir.

Tarix boyu ¢ayxanalar Azerbaycanda daimi ictimai, siyasi fikirlorin miizakirs
edildiyi, tebligat vo tasviqat markazlori olub.

Hesab edirik ki, Cay madaniyystinin UNESCO-nun Baseriyyatin Qeyri-
maddi irs Reprezentativ siyahisina alinmasi madeni miixtalifliys hérmet ifadasi
kimi bu elementin dasiyicilarinda boylik rogbst hissi oyadacaq. Bu monada
tagkilatimiz Cay madaniyyatinin hamin siyahiya Azarbaycan va Tiirkiys tarafindan
taqdim edilmesini alqislayir ve UNESKO terafindean bu nominasiyani
dastoklomoya ¢agirir.

Hoérmoatla é’w s 5/5; ce c‘)Z/Dok.prof. Tahir Omiraslanov
Prezident AMKA

Azarbaycan amakdar madaniyyat xadimi



Translation into English
Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),

Mrs Audrey Azouley

Dear Ms Director General,
Tea culture in Azerbaijan has been developed since ancient times.

It is likely that the tea was brought to Azerbaijan by Chinese traders in the I-ll centuries by the Silk
Road. The written sources of the 10" century tell us about the restaurants and teahouses selling tea
in Azerbaijan.

Our tea is made from tea leaves mixed with herbs and spices and served in an armudu glass. One of
its unique features is that it is usually served with juice and lemon. Unlike other nations in
Azerbaijan, we drink tea with sugar cubes among the teeth. It means that first we taste sugar to
sweeten the mouth and then drink tea.

People serve tea with a variety of sweets, confectioneries, honey and jams.

In Azerbaijan, people brew tea with hundreds other herbs. The most common herb is thyme. There
are 25 different types of thyme in Azerbaijan. Of these, 18 types of thyme are cultivated in Lahij and
3 of them in Nakhchivan. Lemon is mainly grown in Lankaran and Nakhchivan.

In Azerbaijan, tea water is boiled in samovar. The world's oldest 3,700-year-old Samovar was found
in Sheki in Azerbaijan. Unlike other countries, in Azerbaijan a special tube is installed on the upper
part of the samovar to increase flames and intensify fire. When the water is boiled, this tube is
removed and a special stove is placed to put the tea kettle. Tea is served on the table with one or
two kettles (one with brewed tea, and another with boiling water), or with a teapot (ready-to-drink
tea), or with a samovar and a kettle.

Drinking tea in Azerbaijan is not an ordinary procedure, one should really enjoy every sip. Indeed,
drinking tea in Azerbaijani cuisine has become a ritual. Tea creates a special, friendly atmosphere
bringing people together and creating warm and friendly relations. Every Azerbaijani feels himself a
poet at the tea gathering. It is no coincidence that we always dedicate so many epics, poems, songs,
proverbs and idioms to this special drink for us.

In Azerbaijan, people value tea much more than just a simple thirst suppressor. In Azerbaijan,
irrespective of whether or not people are actually thirsty, tea is served to the guests as a rule. This is,
above all, a sign of respect for the guest. Tea is also an indispensable part of match-making
ceremonies. At the end of the ceremony, as a sign of consent, people serve cups of two-color tea
and drink it sweet. In Azerbaijan, people discuss their problems also at the tea table. A problem that
has not been solved for years can sometimes be solved by sitting at a tea table for a half-hour and
discussing it.



Throughout history, tea houses chaykhanas have been the centers of constant public and political
debate in Azerbaijan.

We believe that the inclusion of tea culture in the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Heritage of Humanity will bring great motivation to the bearers of this expression of cultural
diversity. In this sense, our organization welcomes the proposal by Azerbaijan and Turkey to inscribe
the tea culture on that list and calls on UNESCO to support this nomination.

Sincerely yours,
Doc. Tahir Amiraslanov
Chairperson of Azerbaijan Culinary Association

Honored Art Worker of Azerbaijan
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Elm,Tahsil ve Madaniyyat lizre
Birlesmis Millatler Taskilatinin
(UNESCO) Bas Direktoru,
xanim Odri Azuleya

Hérmatli xanim Azuley,

Azarbaycanda insanlarin gindslik heyatinda ¢ay madaniyysti mihim rol oynayir.
©nanalers gors itk defe eve gedem basan qonagda ilk olarag ona ¢ay taklif edirler. Stfreye
¢ay goyulmasi ev sahibinin gonaga xos minasibatinin ifadesidir.

Cay madasniyyati elcilik ananalarinda da vacib rol oynayir. Elgilik inca davranis, diplomatik
gediglor talab edan marasimdir. Elgilikde séhbatler adsten eyhamlar, isarsler vasitasi ila
aparilir. Birbasa radd cavabi va ya ha cavabi vermak isa etik gabul olunmur. Milli adat-
ananalera goére, misbat cavab verirsa, bir ne¢a gend ¢ayin igerisina atirilir.

Cay madaeniyyatinde ¢ayxanalar de mihim yer tutur. Miasir anlamda gsbul elesak, bura
kisilerin toplagdig: bir klub kimi de gabul oluna biler. Cayxanalarda cay sifrasi arxasida
yeni xabarlar mizakirs olunur, iggiizar planlar qurulur, an asasi ise canli insiyyat yaranir.
Cayi 6z zévqline gérs hars bir cir igir. Bazileri kaklikotu ile, bazileri mixskle, bazileri de
limonla. Butiin bu slavaler ¢ayin sehirli dadina slave dad gatsa da, onun sehirli gliciine
gstiyyen xalal getirmir. Cay sifresine qoyulan sirniyyatlar da miuxtslif olur: gend,
murabba, konfet, meyva qurusu, lablabi.

Cay madeniyysti olkemizin adst-enenalerimizin terkib hissesidir. Bununia slagaedar bu
vacib elementin Azarbaycan ve Turkiys tarafinden UNESKO-nun Baseriyystin qeyri-
maddi madani irsinin reprezentativ siyahisina daxil edilmasi dastaklayir ve UNESKO-dan
bu tagabbise raziliq verilmasini xahis edirik.
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Hormotls, Biillur Mommadova
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Translation into English

Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),

Mrs Audrey Azouley

Dear Mrs Azouley,

Tea culture plays an important role in the daily life of the people in Azerbaijan. According to the
tradition, a guest entering a house for the first time is offered a cup of tea. Putting tea on the table is
an expression of the host's friendly attitude to the guest.

Tea culture also plays an important role in match-making traditions. The ceremony requires gentle
behavior and diplomatic process. During this process, conversations are usually conducted through
remarks and signs. It is unethical to give a direct answer yes or no. According to national traditions, if
the response is positive, people throw a few sugar cubes into the tea.

Tea culture plays an important role in tea houses chaykhanas as well. In modern terms, it can also be
considered a men’s club. At the tea table, live communication takes place, thus people discuss the
latest news, business plans, etc. Each person drinks tea differently, with thyme, cloves and lemon. All
these supplements add up to the magical flavor of the tea, however, they do not undermine its
magical power. Different types of sweets are also served with tea, such as jam, candy, dried fruits
and nuts.

Tea culture is an integral part of our country's customs and traditions. In this regard, we support the
proposal from Azerbaijan and Turkey to inscribe this important element on the Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and we ask UNESCO to kindly endorse this initiative.

Yours sincerely,
Bullur Mammadova

Chairperson of Medeniyyetin ve Milli Enenelerin Teblighi Public Union (Promotion of Culture and
National Traditions Public Union)
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TOKAMUL VO INTEQRASIYA
BEYNOLXALQ iCTIMAI BiRLiYi

Unvan: Bala, Bilacari, Kristal Abseron 81 Olaga telefonu: +99455 213 29 54; 050 590 47 73

Ne 2§ «04» mart 2020-ci il

Elm, Tehsil ve Madeniyyat {izre Birlogsmis
Millatlar Togkilatinin (UNESCO) Bas
Direktoru,

xanim Odri Azuleya

Hoérmetli xamim Basg Direktor,

Cay Azerbaycanlilarin sevimli ickisidir. Cay onlar émrii boyu misayiet edir. insan

dodulandan diinyasini dayigen glinadak heg¢ bir mithiim hadise ¢aysiz kegmir.
Azarbaycanin her hansi bir yerinde hékman cayxana olmalidir. Cayxana har seydan énce kiubdur,
esasen de kisiler {iclin. Burada tezs xsberleri ig-glicli miizakire edir, planlar qurur, éten ginlari
xatirlayir, baslicasi ise Unsiyystde olurlar. Burada miayysn menada camiyystde sabitliyin
saxlanmasina kémak etmali olan yerdir.

Azerbaycanda c¢ay madaniyysti cemiyyatin ve icmalarin hayatinda muhin rol oynayir.
Azarbaycanda O6ziinemexsus c¢ay madeniyyasti formalasib. Azerbaycanda cay dostluq ickisidir.
Qonaqliq cayla baslayir, cayla da qurtanr. Azerbaycanhlar cay sifresi arxasinda hem
desdhbetlesir, deyib-giilir, bir-birine iireklerini acir, problemleri cozmays galisirlar. Olkemizde ele
bir ev tapa bilmak olmur ki, guin arzinda orada an azibir defe ¢cay demlenmasin.

Bu kontekstds teskilatimiz ¢ay madeniyyatinin UNESKO-nun Baseriyystin qeyri-maddi
madani irsinin reprezentativ siyahisina Azarbaycan va Tirkiys terafinden daxil edilmasini tamamile
destaklayir. Umid edirik ki, mdteber beynaixalq seviyyade ¢ay madeniyyastinin dayarlendirimasi bu
giymatli elementina Umumi digqgati artiracaq.

Hormetls,

Tokamiil ve integrasiya JQ
Beynalxalq Ictimai Birliyinin sadri 4//44@2@9‘7 o Arzu Hiiseyn



Translation into English

Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO),

Mrs Audrey Azouley

Dear Director-General,

Tea is a favorite drink of Azerbaijanis. Tea accompanies them throughout their lives. From the birth
of the human being to the death day, no important event can take place without tea.

Anywhere in Azerbaijan you can find a tea house. The teahouse is primarily a club, especially for
men. Here, the discussions of the latest news, business ideas and plans and souvenirs of the past can
be heard. This place is known for the ability to maintain stability in society.

Thus, tea culture in Azerbaijan plays a crucial role in the lives of local communities and has
developed its own peculiarities. Tea in Azerbaijan is an expression of friendship. Receiving guests
starts with tea and finishes with tea. Azerbaijanis love tea drinking and spending their time with their
friends, talking, laughing and enjoying themselves. Each and every household in the country
consumes tea on a daily basis.

In this context, our organization fully supports the inclusion of tea culture in the Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by Azerbaijan and Turkey. We hope that an
appreciation given to the tea culture at an international level will increase interest to this valuable
element.

Best regards,

Arzu Huseyn

Chairperson of Tekamiil ve Integrasiya Beynalxalq Ictimai Birliyi (public union)
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Elm, Tahsil va Madaniyyat lizra
Birlogmis Millatler Tagkilatinin
(UNESCO) Bas Direktoru,

xamim Odri Azuleys

Hormatli xanim Bag Direktor,

Azerbaycanda éziinamaxsus cay madaniyyati movcuddur. Olkamizda ails va ictimai maisatla bagh bir
sira marasimlar, rosmi gabullar ve s. cay dastgali olmadan kecinmir. Gulndslik oldugu kimi,
marasimlarda da cay siifrasina gand, limon, miixtslif sirniyyatlar, miirsbbaslar, meyvalar, xliskabar va
¢araz diiziliir. Armudu stakana suiziilen plirrangi cay daha ¢ox dislama gandls igilir. Yemak 6ynasindan

asili olaraq cayin gabulu farglenir. Sshar yemayinda sirin caya Ustiinliik verilir.

Qonaqlig maclislerinda siifra atrafinda aylaganlara avval sirniyyat (nogul, nabat va s.), meyva va cay
verilir. Bunlar yigildiqdan sonra ¢érak ve xorakler, sarbat ve digar teamlar gatirilir. Elgilik marasimindas

“ha” cavabi aldigdan sonra qiz va oglan tarafi mitlag sirin cay icib agizlarini sirin edirlar.

Hazirda caydan tababatda da istifads edilir. Goz agrisi, goz sislari zamani qara gaya tanzif batirilaraq géz
gapaglarinin istiina qoyulur. Yasil cay ariglamaga kémak edir. Badanin limumi yorgunlugunu aradan

galdiran cay ham da asablari sakitlasgdirir, bas agrisini aradan galdinir, susuzlugu yatinir.

Cay madaniyyati 6lkamizin madaniyyatinin terkib hissasidir. Mshz buna gérs, bu elementin UNESCO-
nun Bagariyyatin Qeyri-maddi irs Reprezentativ siyahisina salinmasi bu elementin dasiyicilarinda béyiik
ragbat hissi veracek. Bu moenada tsgkilatimiz cay madaniyyatinin coxmillatli nominasiya kimi

Reprezentativ siyahiya salinmasini dastakiayir.

Hormatls,

Sahin Qadirov

«Zirve» madaniyyet ve incasonat ictimai Birlj




Translation into English

Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO),

Mrs. Audrey Azoulay

Dear Director General,

Azerbaijan has its own tea culture. A number of ceremonies, official receptions, etc., either related
to family or social life occasions cannot be held in our country without tea. As usual, sugar, lemon,
various sweets, jams, fruits, spices and desserts are served on the tea table. Black tea in armudu
glasses is often served with sugar cubes that people put among teeth when drinking. Tea sets differ
depending on dining table requirements. For breakfast, people give preference to sweetened tea.

During the reception of guests, people serve sweets (such as noghuls, nabats, etc.), fruits and tea to
the guests around the table. Once the tea is finished, they will bring bread and snacks, syrup and
other foods. After receiving a positive reply in the match-making ceremony, the relatives from both
sides should drink a sweetened tea in order to “sweeten their mouths”.

Currently, communities also widely use tea in medicine. The eye pain and the swelling of an eye can
be treated by placing on the eyelids a cotton dipped in black tea. Green tea helps weight loss. Tea
can also treat body fatigue, calms nerves, relieves headaches and quenches thirst.

Tea culture is an integral part of our culture. That is why the inclusion of this element in the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity will foster a sense of pride among the
bearers of this element. In this respect, our organization strongly supports the inclusion of tea
culture in the Representative List.

Sincerely yours,
Shahin Gadirov, Chairperson

Zirve Medeniyyet ve Incesent Public Union
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Ne 17/30 12 mart 2020 il

Elm, Tahsil vo Madaniyyat iizra
Birlosmis Millotlor Taskilatinin
(UNESCO) Bas Direktoru,

xamim Odri Azuleys
Hormotli xamim Bas Direktor,

Azorbaycanda ¢ay modoniyyoti 6lkomizin zongin madeni irsinin torkib hissesi olaraq xalqimizin
mentalitetindo qonaga hérmat kimi hokk olunub. Cay somimi atmosfer yaradir, insanlar1 bir-birino
yaxinlasdirir vo yadlar dostlagdirir. Azorbaycan motboxinds ¢ay igmo bir morasima g¢evrilib.
Azarbaycanda ¢ay, adoton, armudu stokanda igilir. Bunun konkret sabobi olmasa da, insanlarda belo
bir fikir formalasib ki, ¢aym armudu stokanda i¢ilmosi daha xos tosir bagislayir. Azorbaycanda cay
stifroyo, adoton, sirniyyat, miirabbo, c¢oroz vo limonla birlikde wverilir. Olkomizds maclis vo
gonagliglar homiso cayla baslayir vo ¢ayla da yekunlasir. Hokimlor yemokdon sonra ¢ay igmoyi
moslohat gormasalar do, bir ¢oxlart bu lozzatdon 6ziinii mohrum etmir.

Bununla olagadar toskilatimiz ¢ay madoniyyotinin UNESKO-nun Basariyystin geyri-maddi madani
irsinin reprezentativ siyahisina daxil edilmasi ii¢iin Azorbaycan vo Tiirkiys torsfindon toqdim
edilmasini dastokloyir vo UNESKO-dan bu tosobbiiso miisbat roy verilmosini xahis edir.

Hormaotlo,

Prof. Fuad Mammadov

éé%:

“Simurq” Azarbaycan Madoniyyat
Assosiasiyasinin prezidenti,
Azarbaycan Kulturologlar Comiyyatinin sadri



Translation into English

Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO),

Mrs Audrey Azouley

Dear Director General,

Tea culture in Azerbaijan is embedded in the mentality of our people as an integral part of our
country's rich cultural heritage. Tea creates a warm atmosphere, brings people together and fosters
friends making. Drinking tea in Azerbaijani culinary practices has become a ritual.

In Azerbaijan people drink tea usually in armudu glasses. Although there is no real reason for this,
but people know that drinking tea in an armudu glass has a more positive effect. Tea in Azerbaijan is
usually served with sweets, jams, desserts and lemons. In our country, people also serve tea at big
receptions and gatherings. Although doctors do not recommend drinking tea after meals, many do
not deprive themselves of this pleasure.

In this regard, our organization supports the presentation of tea culture by Azerbaijan and Turkey for
the inclusion in the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and
asks UNESCO to give positive feedback to this initiative.

Yours sincerely,

Prof. Fuad Mammadov

Chairperson of "Simurg" Azerbaijan Culture Association,

Chairman of the Azerbaijan Society of Culturologists



Madani irsin Oyranilmasina
Koémak ictimai Birliyi

AZ 0618, Agsu rayonu Gagali kandi
Mob: +994 50 876 40 43

e-mail: miraspresscenter@gmail.com
farizkhalilli@gmail.com

Social Organization in Support of
Studying of Cultural Heritage

AZ 0618, Agsu region Gagali village
Mob: +994 50 876 40 43

e-mail: miraspresscenter@gmail.com
farizkhalilli@gmail.com
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MODONI IRSIN OYRONILMOSINO
KOMOK ICTIMAI BIRLIYI

Ne 19 12 mart 2020-ci il

Elm, Tahsil vo Madoaniyyat iizra
Birlosmis Millotlor Toskilatinin (UNESCO)
Bas Direktoru, xanim Odri Azuleya

Hormatli xanim Bas Direktor,

Azorbaycanda ¢ay modoniyyati comiyyatin vo icmalarin hoyatinda miithiim
rol oynayir. Olkemizds el bir ev tapa bilmok olmur ki, giin orzinds orada on az1
bir dofo cay domlonmasin. Azorbaycanda Oziinomoxsus cay madoniyyati
formalasib vo odur ki, ¢ay tokco susuzlugu yatirma vasitosi hesab edilmir.
Azorbaycanlilar cay siifrosi arxasinda hom do s6éhbaotlosir, deyib-giiliir, bir-birino
tiroklorini agir, problemlori ¢6zmaya calisirlar.

Cayin Azorbaycana aid olan xiisusi novii var. “Azorbaycan cay1”
adlandirilan bu ndv asasen Azarbayanin conubunda becoarilir. Cay azorbaycanlilarin
osrlordon bori istifado etdiyi novii sayilir. Holo qodim dovrlordo saraylarda
kecirilon rosmi gobullarda qonaglara ¢ay toklif edilormis. Elgilik morasimlorindo
qonagqlara sirin ¢ay toklifi adoti 1so bu giin do davam etmokdadir.

Todricon gohvoxanalar1 ovoz etmoyo baglayan c¢ayxanalar ohali arasinda
sosial birliyl artirirdi. ©sasan kisilorin toplasdigr ¢ayxanalarda miixtalif stoliistii
oyunlar (nord, sahmat vo s.) oynanir, golyan ¢okilir. Buraya tokco ¢ayxor adamlar
deyil, hom do giindolik xobaorlori dinlomok, homyerlilori ilo hal-ohval tutmaq
istoyonlor  yigisirlar. Zaman kecgdikco kisiloro moxsus cayciliq pesosi
formalasmisdi.

Cay modoniyyati milli adot-ononoslorimizin torkib hissosidir. Mohz buna goro
togkilatimiz ¢ay modeniyyatinin UNESKO-nun Bosariyyetin geyri-maddi madani
irsinin  reprezentativ - siyahisina coxmillotli element kimi toqdim edilmasini
tamamilo dostokloyir vo UNESCO torofindon bu elementin tanidilmasinda
komoklik gdstormoyinizi xahis edirik.

Hormatls,
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Sahla Xolilli

“Miras” Madoni Irsin Oyronilmasino
Komok Ictimai Birliyi idara
Heyatinin sadri
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Translation into English

Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),

Mrs Audray Azouley

Dear Mrs Azouley,

Tea culture in Azerbaijan plays an important role in the lives of societies and communities. It is
impossible to imagine a single home in our country that will not brew tea at least once during the
day. In Azerbaijan people developed its own tea culture, which means that tea is not only perceived
a means of thirst quenching. At the table set for tea, Azerbaijanis also talk, laugh, open their hearts
to each other, and, moreover, try to solve their problems.

Azerbaijan has a special tea type. This tea type known as “Azerbaijan Tea,” is cultivated mainly in the
South of Azerbaijan. Azerbaijanis have prepared and consumed tea for centuries. Even in ancient
times, guests were offered tea at official receptions in palaces. The tradition of offering tea to guests
at engagement ceremonies still lives today.

Gradually, tea houses chaykhanas replaced coffee houses by increasing social cohesion among the
population. These tea houses are mainly known as places where men gather to play various table
games (such as backgammon, chess, etc.). Here you can not only find tea lovers, but also those who
want to listen to daily news and enjoy the ambiance of fellow citizens. Over time, the tea making
profession mainly reserved for men has developed.

Tea culture is an integral part of our national traditions and customs. This is why our organization
fully supports the inclusion of tea culture as a multinational element in the Representative List of
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and we kindly ask for your support to help the
promotion this element by UNESCO.

Best regards,
Shahla Khalili

Chairperson of MIRAS Medeni Irsin Oyrenilmesine Komek Ictimai Birliyi (Public Union)
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Elm, Tahsil ve Madaniyyat tizre
Birlasmis Millatlar Tagkilatinin
(UNESCO) Bas Direktoru,
xanim Odri Azuleys

Hormatli xanim Bas Direktor,

Azarbaycanda zangin ¢ay ananslari var. Biitiin marasimlarimiz ¢ayla kegirilir.
Cay siifrasi arxasida yeni xabarler miizakira olunur, isgiizar planlar qurulur, canh
unsiyyat yaranir. Cay ham cay bitkisini yarpaglarindan alinan qara g¢ayla, ham da
miixtslif bitki va otlarla (kaklikotu, gantspar, sarigigak, gaman, itburnu, moruq kokii,
heyva ¢iliyi, andiz kokd, zira va s.) hazirlanir. Cay biitiin ahali tabagasinin sevimli
ickisidir.

Cayin bir gox faydal cahatleri shali arasinda bela bir deyiminin yaranmasina
sabab olmusdur. “Bir stakan qaydadr, ikincisi cana faydadir, licli nahsdir, dordu
basdir, ¢ixdi besa, vur on besa! Cay nadir, say nadir”. Cay, bir gqayda olaraq, qandls,
miixtslif sirniyyatlarla, miirsbbalarla va limonla igilir.

Caya miixtslif Sarq adviyatlan da (hil, mixak, darcin, defna yarpagi, kesnis
toxumu, zancafil va s.) qatilir. $shar miihitinds xiisusi gayxanlar faaliyyat gostarir ki,
burada gay dastgahi ils kisilar masgul olur.

Cay madeniyyati 6lkemizin Azercaycan madaniyyatinds, insanlarin giindalik
heyatinda miihiim rol oynayir. Bununla salagadar olaraq teskilatimiz gay
madaniyyatinin UNESKO-nun Baesariyyatin qeyri-maddi madsni irsinin reprezentativ
siyahisina Azarbaycan va Tiirkiye tarsfinden daxil edilmasini destaklayir. Inaninq ki,
bu addimla bu elements ictimai maraq bundan sonra daha da artacaq, onun ganc
nasillere otiiriilmesina takan verilacakdir.

Darin hérmatla,

Bagirov Saleh Eldar oglu /%/ '
(

ictimai Birliyin sedri




Translation into English

Director-General of the United Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),

Mrs. Audrey Azouley

Dear Mrs. Director-General,

Azerbaijan has rich tea traditions. All our ceremonies are held with the tea. Behind the tea table news is
discussed, business plans are set up, and live communication is created. Communities brew tea from
black tea leaves, while adding various herbs (thyme, ganteper, sarichichek, chemen, itburnu, raspberry

root, quince root, cumin, etc.). Tea is a favorite beverage of the entire population.

Many benefits of the tea have led communities to create proverbs and sayings. "One cup is the rule, the
second one is good for the soul, third one is better, four is enough, if you go to five — make it fifteen!”

People drink tea, as a rule, with sugar, various sweets, jams and lemon.

Various oriental spices (clay, cloves, cinnamon, bay leaf, coriander seeds, ginger, etc.) are added to the
tea. There are special places in the urban environment called chaykhanas where men are engaged in tea

preparation.

Tea culture plays an important role in the Azerbaijani culture and in the daily life of people. In this
regard, our organization supports the inclusion of tea culture in the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity on behalf of Azerbaijan and Turkey. We believe that with this
step, the public interest in this element will continue to grow, and it will give impetus to the

transmission of this culture to the younger generations.
Best regards,
Baghirov Saleh Eldar oghlu

Chairperson of the IRS — Genclerin Maariflendirme ve Tebligat Merkezi Public Union (Heritage Youth

Education and Promotion Centre Public Union)



