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UNESCO-nun  Qeyri-maddi  madani  irsin
gorunmasi Uzra Hokumatlararasi Komitasinin
diggatina

Bildiyiniz kimi, Azarbaycan xalginin geyri-maddi madani irsinin an gadim va gozal nimunalarindan olan
zorxana oyunlari va pahlavanliq Bagariyyatin geyri-maddi madaniirsinin reprezentativ siyahisina salinmasi
Ugln tagdim edilmisdir. Malumdur ki, Azarbaycan diinyada idman madaniyyatinin tasakkul tapdig
dlkalardandir. Zorxana oyunlari va pahlavanliq Azarbaycan xalginin madani irsinin tarkib hissasidir va bu
gun da yasadilir ve nasildan nasila oturdlir.

Qadim zamanlardan bari bahadir-pahlavanlar xalg arasinda boyltk hormata malik idilar. Pahlavan adina
layiq gortlmak Ggtn fiziki hazirligin yliksak marhalasine ¢atmagq lazim idi. Qadim dastanlarda bir-birina
garsi vurusan iki digsman ordunun va ya dastanin taleyini pahlavanlarin gorlst hall edirdi. Azarbaycanin
orta asr pahlavanlarinin adlarini tarixi yazilar va sairlar bize ¢atdirmislar. 20-ci asrda Azarbaycanda bir gox
el pahlavanlari yetismaya basladi. Bunlardan Sali Stileyman, Rasid Yusifov, Eldar Goygayli, Mahammadali
Qazaxl, Cuimsud Yusifov, Cingiz Goycayli, Qara Riistam els nahang glica malik idilar ki, tezlikla bltin
6lkada tanindilar. Yarislarin demak olar ki, hamisi musiqi sadalari ile musahida olunurdu.

Bela hesab olunur ki, Sah ismayilin dévriinda xisusi alatlar ila ¢ixis edan pahlavanlarin hazirlandig
“zorxana”lar yaradilmisdi. idmangilar Gglin meydanca ve tamasacilarin aylasmasi (iclin amfiteatr olan
glimbazli zorxana binalari bir nov idman saraylari idi. Zorxanalarda gulas zamani saslanan ananavi
musigidan basqa pahlavanlarin siicastindan bahs edan mahnilar da ifa olunurdu. Hal-hazirda zorxana
binalari Bakida, Gancada va Ordubadda var.

Pahlavanlig ve zorxana tamasalari 6lkamizin adat-ananalarimizin tarkib hissasidir. Bununla alagadar bu
vacib elementin UNESCO-nun Basariyyatin geyri-maddi madani irsinin reprezentativ siyahisina daxil
edilmasi dastaklayir va UNESKO-dan bu tasabblsa raziliq verilmasini xahis edirik.
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Hormatla,

Azarbaycan Zorxana idman

Federasiyasinin | vitse-prezidenti @odvali Mustafayev

Azif zorxana@yahoo.com



To the attention of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage

As you may know, one of the oldest and most beautiful examples of the intangible cultural heritage of
the Azerbaijani people, zorkhana games and pehlevanliq were submitted for inscription on the
Representative List of the intangible cultural heritage of humanity. It is known that Azerbaijan is one of
the countries in the world where traditional sports culture was formed. Zorkhana games and pehlevanliq
are an integral part of the cultural heritage of the Azerbaijani people and are still alive and passed down
from generation to generation.

From ancient times the pehlevans have been highly respected among the people. In order to be
awarded the title of pehlevan, it was necessary to reach a high level of physical training. In ancient
legends, the fate of two enemy armies or groups that fought against each other was decided by a
meeting of pehlevans. The names of medieval Azerbaijani pehlevans have been passed down to us by
historical writings and poets. In the 20th century, many pehlevans became popular in Azerbaijan. Among
them, Sali Suleyman, Rashid Yusifov, Eldar Goychayli, Mahammadali Gazakhli, Jumshud Yusifov, Chingiz
Goychayli, Gara Rustam had such a huge popularity that they soon became known throughout the
country. Almost all the competitions have been accompanied by music.

It is believed that during the reign of Shah Ismail, "zorkhanas" were created for pehlevans who
performed with special tools. Zorkahans were dome-shaped buildings with a stage for pehlevans and an
amphitheater for spectators. In addition to the traditional music played during the performances, songs
about the heroism of the wrestlers are performed in the zorkhanas. Currently, zorkhana sports are
performed in Baku, Ganja and Ordubad.

Zorkhana games and pehlevanliq performances are an integral part of our country's traditions. In this
regard, we support the inclusion of this important element in the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and we ask UNESCO to support this initiative.

Best regards,
Mammadveli Mustafayev

First vice-chair of the Azerbaijan Zorkhana Federation
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UNESCO-nun  Qeyri-maddi  madani irsin
qorunmasi lizra Hokumatlararasi Komitasinin
diggatina

Zorxana sanati va pahlavanliq ananalari Azarbaycan madaniyyatinin formalagmasinda va idmanin
inkisafinda avazsiz rol oynamisdir. Azarbaycan pahlavanlari uzun illar 6lkanin glivvat, qiidrat, yenilmazlik
remzi olmus, xalqimiza saraf gatirmislar. Quivvaya va fiziki hazirliga malik olan pahlavanlarin hiinari dildan-
dils yayilaraq afsanaya donmiisdiir. Azarbaycanin nagil ve dastanlarinda pahlavan — casarati, igidliyi, agl,
tamkini ila farglanan glicli saxsdir.

Azarbaycan madaniyyati tarixinin unudulmaz abidslarindsn olan zorxana sanatinda tamasa,
musigi va aylanca nstrlari haddan artiq zangin va qabariq oldugundan, oradaki idman va yaris cahatlarini
uUstalamis, arxa planda gqoymusdu. Ela bu sebabdan tarix boyu zorxana oyunlari el tamasalarimizin bir novii
kimi gabul olunmusdur. Zorxana an gox Bahar bayrami marasimlarinda, meydan tamasalarinda kegirilir.

Pahlavanliq ananalari Azarbaycanda bu glin de yasamaqdadir va nasildan nasla éturilir. Mahz
buna gora tagkilatimiz pahlavanlig va zorxana ananalarinin UNESCO-nun Basariyyatin geyri-maddi madani
irsinin reprezentativ siyahisina taqdim edilmasini tamamila dastaklayir va bu elementin tanidiimasinda
komaklik gostarmayinizi xahis edirik.

Hormatls,

Azarbaycan Milli idman Novlari

Boo 3 )
Assosiasiyasinin va Azarbaycan Zorxana el

g
.;‘/ Kazim Qurbanov

idman Federasiyasinin prezidenti

office@amina-azif.az www.amina-azif.az



To the attention of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage

The culture of pehlevans and zorkhana sports have played an invaluable role in the formation of
Azerbaijani culture and the development of traditional sports. For many years, Azerbaijani pehlevans
have been a symbol of strength, power, invincibility of the country and brought honor to our people.
The courage of pehlevans with strength and physical fitness has become a legend. In Azerbaijani fairy
tales and epics, a pehlevan is a strong person distinguished by his bravery, courage and intelligence.

As one of the unforgettable parts of culture and history of Azerbaijan, the culture of pehlevans and
zorkhana sports put upfront the elements of spectacle, music and entertainment extremely rich and
vivid, while keeping the aspects of sports and competitions in the background. For this reason,
throughout history, the culture of pehlevans has been accepted as a type of our popular performances.
Pehlevans perform today also outside the zorkhana context, at spring holidays and outdoor
performances.

The traditions of pehlevanliq still live in Azerbaijan today and are passed down from generation to
generation by the members of our organization. That is why our organization fully supports the inclusion
of the culture of pehlevans and zorkhana sports in the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and we ask you to help us in promoting this heritage.

Kind regards,
Kazim Gurbanov

Chairperson of the Azerbaijan National Sports Association and Chair of the Azerbaijan Zorkhana
Federation
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UNESCO-nun Qeyri-maddi madani irsin
gorunmasi Uzra Hokumatlararasi Komitasinin

diggatina

Pahlavanlig sanati va zorxana ananalari Azarbaycan madaniyyatinda silinmaz iz qoymus, milli
xarakterin formalagsmasinda, idmanin, xUsusila sirk sanatinin inkisafinda avazsiz rol oynamisdir. Xalq
marasimlarinin, meydan tamasalarinin tarkib hissasi kimi bu giin da 6z formasini goruyub saxlayan giic
sinamagq, gist tutmagq, das oynatmagq, karan sindirmaqg, buga boynu aymak, kandirbazliq etmak yalniz
oguz-tlrk xalglarinin deyil, ham da digar xalglarin dinamik-dramatik oyunlari olub.

Zorxana, pohlavanliq xalg tamasalari Bahar-Novruz marasimlarindan sonraki inkisaf
marhalalarinda ayrica tamasa noviing, pesaya gevrilib. Azarbaycan ruhunun ifadasi kimi zangin folklor
nimunalarimizda bela pahlavan obrazi son daraca banzarsiz, bitib-tikanmayan giic remzi kimi tagdim
edilir. Pahlavan obrazi xalg ruhunda yenilmaz, maglubedilmaz sakilda tagdim edilir. Pahlavan xalq
ruhundan dogan real bir obraz idi. O, zorxanaya ¢ixanadak barkdan-bosdan kegir, s6zlin asl manasinda
yetkinliya ¢atirdi. Pahlavanlarin 6z qlivvasini sinamasi zorxana tamasalarinda daha boyik maraq dogurur.

Zorxana xalg milli oyunlarini takca bahar marasimi ile mahdudlasdirmaq olmaz. Zorxana xalgin
adat-ananasina daxil olmus sinkretik tamasa marasimidir. Zorxana an ¢ox Bahar bayrami marasimlarinds,
meydan tamasalarinda kegirilir.

Pahlavanliq va zorxana sanati Azarbaycanda yasayan icmalarin madaniyyatinda, milli idmanin
inkisafinda mihim rol oynayir. Bununla alagadar olaraq taskilatimiz bu madani irs niimunasinin UNESCO-
nun Basariyyatin geyri-maddi madani irsinin reprezentativ siyahisina daxil edilmasini dastaklayir. inaniriq
ki, bu addimla bu elementa ictimai marag bundan sonra daha da artacag, onun ganc nasillara
oturilmasina takan verilacakdir.

Hormaotlo,

Sadr Parviz Mirslomli

9 N.Nerimanov pr. 127, Baki, Azarbaycan AZ 1006 t3 +99412 538 00 04 BN info@atgti.az



To the attention of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage

The culture of pehlevans and zorkhana games and sports have left an indelible mark on Azerbaijani
culture, played an invaluable role in the formation of cultural identity, the development of traditional
sports, supported by circus performances in recent years. By their performances at folk ceremonies and
outdoor activities, pehlevans try to maintain this heritage in dynamic and adaptive way, praising the
heritage of not only Oghuz-Turkic communities, but also other communities living in the country.

Zorkhana and pehlevan performances and wrestling have become a separate type of performance,
which is also believed to have come from the Spring-Novruz ceremonies. In our rich traditional heritage,
the image of a pehlevan is presented as a very unique, as an expression of the cultural spirit,
inexhaustible symbol of power. Communities believe that pehlevans are invincible. The pehlevans were
the practitioners born with the people's spirit. Pehlevans are those who come through a lot of hardships
until they are experienced and are literally adults. The fact that pehlevans test each other’s strength is of
great interest in zorkhana performances.

Zorkhana games and sports should not be limited to the spring ceremonies. Zorkhana is a syncretic
context of performance that has become a tradition of the people.

The culture of pehlevans and zorkhana games and sports play an important role in the culture of
communities living in Azerbaijan, in the development of national traditional sports. In this regard, our
organization supports the inclusion of this element of cultural heritage in the UNESCO Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. We believe that this step will further increase public
interest in this element and give impetus to its transmission to the younger generation.

Sincerely yours,
Perviz Mirelemli

Chairperson of Azerbaijan Student Youth Organizations Union
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UNESCO-nun Qeyri-maddi madani irsin gorunmasi iizre

Hoékumatlararasi Komitasinin diqqatina

Azarbaycanda pahlevanligin milli kékanli, gadim, banzarsiz temal enanaleri var. Bu, azali, sbadi
doylskanliyimizin ifadesi olmaqla yanasi, xalq ruhunun ayri-ayri ferdlerde yasamasinin bariz
nimunasidir. Pahlavanliq tirk ruhunun yenilmazliyinin ifadssidir.

Bu giin Azerbaycanda pahlavanliq ananasi yasadilir ve nasilden nasle éturtlir. Pehlevanlarimiz
uzun illar Azerbaycanin qlivvet, qudrat, yenilmazlik remzi olmus, milletimiza seraf gatirmisler. Févgslads
qlvvaye ve fiziki hazirhga malik olan pshlevanlarin hineri dilden-dile yayilaraq sefsansys déniirdi.
Azarbaycanin nagil ve dastanlarinda pshlavan casarati, igidliyi, agh, temkini ile farglenan giiclii sexsdir.
Turk xalglarinin manavi madaniyyat abidaleri olan "Bilgamis" ulu kitabi, "Avesta" dini kitablar kulliyati,
"Orxon-Yenisey" kitabaleri, "Alp ©r Tonga" dastani, "Dade Qorqud" kitabi, "Koroglu" dastani ve onlarla
basqa manbalarda casur, qlivvatli, igid sexsiyyatlar haqqinda ¢ox genis séhbat agilir.

Orta asrlar Safaviler dévrii pahlavanliq senatinin inkisafina béyiik tekan verdi. Bu dévrds diinya
idman tarixinin an nadir hadisalarindan olan zorxanalar yarandi. Zorxanalar badan tarbiyasi ilo masgul
olmaq tglin tikilmis xtsusi idman evleri idi ve pshlavanliq ananalerinin inkisafinda ¢ox bdyik rol
oynamisdi.

Hesab edirik ki, pahlavanliq ve zorxana ananalarinin UNESCO-nun Basaeriyyatin Qeyri-maddi irs
Reprezentativ siyahisina alinmasi bu elementin ¢oxlu dasiyicilarinda béyiik fexr hissi oyadacaq. Bu
manada teskilatimiz pshlavanliq ve zorxana ananalarinin hamin siyahiya taqdim edilmasini alqiglayir ve
UNESKO terafinden bu nominasiyani dastaklanamaya ¢agirir.

Hoérmatle, o
Azar Bliyev
Sadr 4 =

azar.aliyev@nayora.az
+994 77 421 11 21
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Azarbaycan, AZ 1065, Baki sah.,
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To the attention of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage

The culture of pehlevans and zorkhana sports in Azerbaijan have ancient, historical traditions of deep
cultural origin. They do not only express the readiness to show strength and fight, but also a clear
example of the people's spirit living in individuals. The culture of pehlevans is an expression of the
invincibility of the Turkic spirit.

Today, the traditions of pehlevanliq lives on in Azerbaijan and is passed down from generation to
generation. For many years, our pehlevans have been a symbol of strength, power, invincibility of
Azerbaijan and brought honor to our people. The bravery of the pehlevans, who had extraordinary
strength and physical fitness, spread from tongue to tongue and became a legend. In the tales and epics
of Azerbaijan, the pehlevan is a strong person distinguished by his courage, bravery, intelligence and
restraint. Such sources for spiritual culture, as the great book "Bilgamis", the collection of religious
books "Avesta", the book "Orkhon-Yenisey", the epos "Alp Er Tonga", the book "Dada Gorgud", the epos
"Koroglu" and dozens of others depict pehlevans as strong and brave individuals.

The Safavid period of the Middle Ages gave a great impetus to the development of the culture of
pehlevans. During this period, zorkhana sports appeared, which was one of the rarest events in the
history of traditional sports. Zorkhanas were private sports houses built for physical education and
played a major role in the development of pehlevan traditions.

We believe that the inclusion of culture of pehlevans and zorkhana sports in the UNESCO Representative
List of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity will give many practitioners a sense of deep pride. In this
regard, our organization welcomes the inclusion of culture of pehlevans and zorkhana sports in the list
and calls on UNESCO to support this nomination.

Sincerely yours,

Azer Aliyev, Chair of National Council of Youth Organizations (NCYO)



UNESCO-nun  Qeyri-maddi  madani  irsin
gorunmasi uzra Hokumatlararasi Komitasinin
diggatina

Azarbaycan milli gllascilari uzun illar élkanin glvvat, gidrat, yenilmazlik ramzi olmus, xalgimiza saraf
gatirmislar. Févgalada glivvaya va fiziki haziriga malik olan pahlavanlarin hinari dildan-dils yayilaraq
ofsanaya donmusdir. Azarbaycanin nagil ve dastanlarinda pahlavan — casarati, igidliyi, agh, tamkini ila
farglanan glicll saxsdir.

9cdadlarimiz min illar bundan 6nca bahar bayramini geyd etmislar. Yazda geca-glindiz barabarlasdiyi
gunda hadsiz tantana va sadyanaligla kegirilan bu bayrami xalg mixtalif marasim va ayin oyunlari ila
garsilayirdi. ilin tahvili yayhm atasi, musiqi ila geyd olunur, sifralar agilir, tongallar yandirilir, kiikdan
tutmus agsaqqal va agbir¢aklara gadar hami tonqal atrafindaki tamasalarda istirak edir, muxtalif oyunlari
seyr edirdilar, Bela sanliklarin asas gahramanlari isa el pahlavanlari olurdu. Bayramin an qizgin vaxtinda
meydanda daira qurulur, hami bir nafar kimi pahlavanlarin tamasasina toplasirdi. Elin qudratli ogullari bir-
bir musiqi sadalan altinda meydana ¢ixar, rags edar, azalalarini oynadar, mixtalif akrobatik harakatlarla
caldliklarini nimayis etdirardilar. Kisilar bu va ya digar pahlavan tariflayarak barkdan mlbahisa edar,
hansinin galib galacayi barada marc qosardilar. Quzlar, galinler da 6z aralarinda pigildasaraqg, ogrun
baxislari, xafif tabassimlari il pahlavanlari ruhlandirard.

Pahlavanliq senati Azarbaycan madaniyyatinda silinmaz iz goymug, milli xarakterin formalagmasinda,
idmanin, xisusila sirk sanatinin inkisafinda avazsiz rol oynamisdir. Pahlavanliq ananalari Azarbaycanda bu
glin da yasamagdadir. 9lamatdar ginlarda, el sanliklarinda pahlavanlarimizin ¢ixislari hami tarafindan
boyuk maraq va mahabbatls izlanilir.

Bununla alagadar Milli glilas ananalarinin ahamiyyatini nazara alaraq, onun UNESCO-nun Basariyyatin
geyri-maddi madani irsinin reprezentativ siyahisina daxil edilmasini dastaklayir va UNESCO-nun Qeyri-
maddi madani irsin gorunmasi tzra Hokumatlararas: Komitasindan bu tasabblisa musbat ray verilmasini
xahis edirik.

Hormatla,

Azarbaycan Milli glilag idman novi tzra
diinya ¢cempionlar Suleymanov Calal
9zimov Cosqun

israfilli Baxtiyar

dliyev Qalib




To the attention of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage

For many years, Azerbaijani pehlevans and wrestlers have been a symbol of strength, power, invincibility
of the country and brought honor to our people. The skill of the pehlevans, who had extraordinary
strength and physical fitness, spread from tongue to tongue and became a legend. In Azerbaijani fairy
tales and epics, a pehlevan is a strong person distinguished by his courage, intelligence and restraint.

Our ancestors have celebrated the spring arrival since thousands of years ago. Celebrated with great
solemnity and joy on the spring equinox, spring was welcomed by communities with various
ceremonies and ritual games. The music was played, tables were set, bonfires were lit, everyone from
children to elders used to take part in performances around the bonfire and watch various games.
Pehlevans have always been the main characters of such festivities. During the culmination part of the
holiday, a circle was formed on the square, and everyone gathered as one to watch the pehlevans. The
strong sons of the people appeared one by one to the sounds of music, danced, showed their muscles,
and demonstrated their agility with various acrobatic movements. Men would praise one or another
pehlevan and argue loudly, betting on who would win.

The art of pehlevanliq has left an indelible mark on Azerbaijani culture, played an invaluable role in the
formation of cultural identity and traditional sports. The traditions of pehlevan wrestling still live in
Azerbaijan today. On significant days, at folk festivals, the performances of our pehlevans are watched
by everyone with great interest and love.

In this regard, given the importance of the traditions of zorkhana and pehlevanlig, we support its
inclusion in the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and ask the
UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage to give a
positive opinion on this initiative.

Kind regards,

[Signed by]

Champions of traditional wrestling gulesh:
Jalal Suleymanov
Joshgun Azimov
Bakhtiyar Israfilli

Galib Aliyev



UNESCO-nun  Qeyri-maddi  madani  irsin
qorunmasi lzra Hokumatlararasi Komitasinin
diggatina

Zorxana - gadim Azarbaycan saharlarinda pahlavanlarin gilasdiklari meydan. Zor — "glic”, xana is9 -
"makan” manasini ifada edir. Zorxana rangarang va xsusi 6zalliklari ila segilan idman noviidir. Svvallar
zorxanalar déyuscli ve pahlavanlarin fiziki hazirliqg harakatlarini icra etdiklari makan olub. Zorxanalarda
niza, toppuz, gilinc, ox kimi silahlardan istifada olunaraq masglar kegcirilirdi.

Zorxana, pahlavanliq xalq tamasalari Bahar-Novruz marasimlarindan sonraki inkisaf marhalalarinda ayrica
tamasa noviine, pesaya cevrilib. Azarbaycan ruhunun ifadasi kimi zangin folklor nimunalarinda bels
pahlavan obrazi son daraca banzarsiz, bitib-tikanmayan giic remzi kimi taqdim edilir. Pahlavan obrazi
xalq ruhunda yenilmaz, maglubedilmaz sakilda taqdim edilirdi. Pahlavan har zaman xalg ruhundan dogan
real bir obraz idi. Pahlavanlar zorxana yariglarinda asas rol oynayirlar.

Zorxanada muxtalif oyunlar va masgqlar taskil olunur. Musiqi va oxuma ila miisayiat olunan hamin oyunlari
iki yera bolmak olar. 3n avval ragsvari, sux ovgatli muxtalif idman masgalalaridir ki, bunlar iralidaki oyun
va yarislara bir nov hazirliq, miigaddima olmusdur. ikinci - ctrbactr idman alatlari ila oynanilan oyunlar
va gllagma yarisidir.

Pahlavanlig va zorxana ananalarinin UNESCO-nun Bagariyyatin Qeyri-maddi irs Reprezentativ siyahisina
alinmasi manda boylk faxr hissi oyadacaq. Bu manada man pahlavanliq va zorxana ananalarinin hamin
siyahiya teqdim edilmasini alqislayir ve UNESCO-nun Qeyri-maddi madani irsin gorunmasi uzra
Hokumatlararas: Komitasi tarafindan bu nominasiyani dastaklanmaya ¢agiriram.

Hormatls,

Zorxana va pahlavan glilasi idman novii tizra
4 gat Avropa ¢cempionu, 2 gat Diinya kubokunun galibi,
6 gat diinya gempionatinin miikafatcisi, 2017-ci il 1V islam

Hamrayliyi Oyunlarinda 2 giimis , 1 biiriinc medalin sahibi Xayyam Orucov




To the attention of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage

Zorkhana sport has its own traditions and rules. The word "zorkhana" means "strength", "khana" -
house, ie "house of strength". Zorkhana sports and competitions, which have an ancient history, were
systematized in Azerbaijan 7 centuries ago. Performances in Zorkhana are accompanied by "Jangi"
music. Competitions in Zorkhana are held to the sounds of rhythmic music. Traditionally, people sit and
watch the performances of pehlevans. Pehlevans use tools in the shape of old weapons.

Zorkhana traditions are closely connected with the art of pehlevans. The art of pehlevans and zorkhana
traditions have left an indelible mark on Azerbaijani culture and played an invaluable role in the
formation and development of the cultural identity. On special days, the performances of pehlevans and
wrestlers at folk festivals are watched with great interest and love by everyone.

The Safavid period of the Middle Ages gave a great impetus to the development of the art of pehlevans
and their wrestling, and a famous, invincible, strong generation of pehlevans grew up in Azerbaijan.
Later, in the late 18th century, Muhammad from Shirvan, in the early 19th century, Huseyngulu Mirza
Hashim oglu from Absheron, Sar Panchi from Balakhan, Shonu Abdulla from Baku, Ahmadli Mammad,
Atababa were the most winning pehlevans.

Zorkhana games and wrestling are still alive and passed down from generation to generation. In this
regard, given the importance of this cultural heritage, we support its inclusion in the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and ask the UNESCO
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage to approve this
initiative. | confirm my support for this initiative by signing:

Sincerely yours,
Khayyam Orujov

In the zorkhana sports and traditional wrestling: 4 times champion, 2 times coup holder, 6 times award
winner, holder of two silver and one bronze medals at the 4" Islamic solidarity games in 2017



UNESCO-nun  Qeyri-maddi  madani  irsin
gorunmasi tlzra Hokumatlararasi Komitasinin
diggatina

Zorxana idman novii 6zlinamaxsus ananalara va gaydalara malikdir. “Zorxana” sézlnln manasi “zor”-
glic, “xana”- ev, yani “glic evi” demakdir. Qadim tarixa malik olan zorxana idman yarislari Azarbaycanda 7
asr bundan avval sistemlasdirilib. Zorxanada tamasalar "Cangi" musigisi ila mlsayiat olunur. Zorxanada
yarislar mirsidin ifa etdiyi ritmik musiginin sadalari altinda kegirilir. Mirsid zarb alati ils zorxana ritmlarini
ifa edan saxsa deyilir. O, sardem deyilan yerda oturur (1 va ya 1,5 metr hindirliylinda olan taxtdir).
Zorxana alatlari gadim silahlarin formasinda hazirlanib.

Zorxana ananalari pahlavanlig sanati ila six baglidir. Pehlavanliq sanati va zorxana ananalari Azarbaycan
madaniyyatinda silinmaz iz qoymus, milli xarakterin formalasmasinda, inkisafinda avazsiz rol oynamisdir.
dlamatdar giinlarda, el sanliklarinda pahlavanlarin gixislari hami tarafindan boyuk maraq va mahabbatla
izlanilir.

Orta asrlar Safavilar dovri pahlavanlig sanatinin inkisafina boyik takan vermis, Azarbaycanda adli-sanli,
yenilmaz, gliclii pahlavan nasli yetismisdi. Daha sonralar, XVIII asrin sonlarinda Sirvanli Mahammad, XIX
asrin avvalarinda mastagal Hiseyqulu Haci Miirsal oglu, onun sagirdi Masadi obdulali Axundov (“Altiayhq
pahlavan”), abseronlu Hiiseynqulu Mirza Hasim oglu, balaxanli Sar Pangi, bakili Sonu Abdulla, ahmadli
Mammad, Atababa xususi hormat gazanmis pahlavanlar idi.

Zorxana oyunlari va pahlavanlig hal-hazirda da yasadilir va nasildan nasla otirdlir. Bununla alagadar bu
madani irsin ahamiyyatini nazara alarag, onun UNESCO-nun Basariyyatin geyri-maddi madani irsinin
reprezentativ siyahisina daxil edilmasini dastaklayir va UNESCO-nun Qeyri-maddi madaniirsin gorunmasi
Uzro Hokumatlararasi Komitasindan bu tasabbiisa miisbat ray verilmasini xahis ediram. Man bu
tasabblisa dastayimi imzamla tasdiglayiram:

Hormatla,

Zorxana va pahlavan giilasi idman novii tzra
3 gat Avropa ¢empionu, diinya kubokunun miikafatgisi,
diinya gempionatinin miikafatgisi, 2017-ci il 1V islam

Hamrayliyi Oyunlarinda 1 giimis , 1 blriinc medalin sahibi Orxan Xanlarov




To the attention of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage

The culture of pehlevans and zorkhana sport have their own traditions and rules. The word "zorkhana"
means "strength", "khana" - house, ie "house of strength". Zorkhana sports and competitions, which
have an ancient history, were systematized in Azerbaijan 7 centuries ago. Performances in Zorkhana are
accompanied by "Jangi" music. Competitions in Zorkhana are held to the sounds of rhythmic music.
Traditionally, people sit and watch the performances of pehlevans. Pehlevans use tools in the shape of
old weapons.

Zorkhana traditions are closely connected with the art of pehlevans. The art of pehlevans and zorkhana
traditions have left an indelible mark on Azerbaijani culture and played an invaluable role in the
formation and development of the cultural identity. On special days, the performances of pehlevans and
wrestlers at folk festivals are watched with great interest and love by everyone.

The Safavid period of the Middle Ages gave a great impetus to the development of the art of pehlevans
and their wrestling, and a famous, invincible, strong generation of pehlevans grew up in Azerbaijan.
Later, in the late 18th century, Muhammad from Shirvan, in the early 19th century, Huseyngulu Mirza
Hashim oglu from Absheron, Sar Panchi from Balakhan, Shonu Abdulla from Baku, Ahmadli Mammad,
Atababa were the most winning pehlevans.

Zorkhana games and wrestling are still alive and passed down from generation to generation. In this
regard, given the importance of this cultural heritage, we support its inclusion in the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and ask the UNESCO
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage to give support to
this initiative. | confirm my support for this initiative by signing:

Sincerely yours,
Orkhan Khanlarov

In the zorkhana sports and traditional wrestling: 3 times champion, 1 time coup holder, holder of one
silver and one bronze medals at the 4™ Islamic solidarity games in 2017



