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Republic of Peru

National Directorial Resolution N° 655/INC
Lima, September 2, 2003
CONSIDERING:

That Article 21% of the Political Constitution of Peru asserts that the protection of the
nation’s cultural heritage is a function of the State;

That article 6" of the Law N° 24047, “General Law of Protection of the Cultural Heritage
of the Nation”, establishes that the National Institute of Culture is in charge of
protecting and declaring the archaeological, historic and artistic cultural heritage, as
well as the oral and traditicnal cultural expressions of the country;

That the National Institute of Culture, abiding the function that the law assigns to it, and
with the active participation of the community, is permanently carrying on an
identification of the traditional manifestations of the country that must be declared as
cultural heritage of the nation;

That by means of Report N° 009-2003-INC/DRECPC, the Directorate of Register and
Study of Culture in Contemporary Peru explains that the "Festivity of Virgen de la
Candelaria de Puno” has nation-wide reach since every year it mobilizes inhabitants of
the country to Puno, as participants not only of the Christian faith but moreover with
millenary roots of the national identity as expressed in the dance, ceremonial and ritual
festivals that help in the protection and invigoration of the national identity;

That with Report N° 470-2003-INC/OAJ, the Office of Legal Matters endorses the
declaration of national cultural heritage of the “Festivity of Virgen de la Candelaria de
Puno”, since this festivity is an expression of the traditional manifestations of the
country;

Given the endorsement of the Directorate of Register and Study of Culture in
Contemporary Peru, of the Office of Legal Matters, and of the Direction of
Management;

In accordance with the rulings of Law N° 24047, “General Law of Protection of the
Cultural Heritage of the Nation”, and the Supreme Decree N° 017-2003-ED, that
approves the Regulations of Organization and Functions of the National Institute of
Culture;

iT 1S DECIDED:

SINGLE ARTICLE.- To declare National Cultural Heritage the “Festivity of Virgen de la
Candelaria de Puno”, expression of the traditional manifestations of the living culture
that characterizes the communities that inhabit the Southern Highlands of Peru, that
contribuie to the regional and national identity.

Register, communicate, and publish.
[Signature and rubber stamp].

LLuis Guillermo Lumbreras

National Director

National Institute of Culture



