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The National Inventory for Syrian Intangible Cultural Heritage Elements (2021)
Traditional Craftsmanship

Glassblowing Element Number in List

Handmade blownglass 5.9

Sources attribute the glass industry to the Phoenicians in Syria, who transmitted this craft across the
Mediterranean. In the ninth century BC, glass manufacturing appeared in Syria and Iraq, and the
process of glassblowing centred on the Syrian coasts. The industry flourished during the Islamic era,
especially in Damascus, and spread across all Syrian regions. Glassblowing is practiced by dipping a
hollow iron tube with a length between 120 and 150 cms in molten glass. The molten sticks to the tip
of the tube, and then practitioners begin to gently blow into the tube until the glass inflates and starts
to take shape according to the manipulation of the craftsman. The glass at this stage can be squeezed,
stretched, twisted. The craftsman heats this glass over and over to keep it soft and malleable, when

the hot glass is manipulated into its desired final shape, itis snapped off from the end of the tube and

then cooled. The process is entirely manual, and does not include any ready-made molds, which

allows the glass to be crafted in different shapes, depending on the craftsman’s wish. Image source: Syria Trust for Development
The element is within the domain of ‘Knowledge and skills related to traditional craftsmanship’

The glassblowing industry flourished within the governorates of: Damascus, Aleppo and Idlib (particularly the city of Armanaz). In thise areas there were dozens of
manufacturing workshops through which craftsmen offered unique and distinguished blownglass creations, but due to the war and the forced displacement of citizens

around Syria, many of the workshops closed in Aleppo and Idlib, currently there are only two workshops in Damascus.

The practice of the element is historically contained within Syrian families, such as:
-Ahmad and Muhammad Al-Hallaq in Damascus.

-Desouki in Idlib, and one of them is Mr. Hussein Desouki.

-Qargnawi in Aleppo, and one of them is Mr. Abd al-Majid Qargnawi.

-Al-Qazzaz family is one of the families that bears the memory of the craft in Damascus, even after the death of the last master craftsman passtrefai , Mr. Hassan Al-

Qazzaz, in 2020. As for other practitioners, they have adopted the craft individually and work within existing workshops.
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