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Emblem
The President’s Office

The Iranian Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization

In the Name of God

In Compliance with Article 12 to the International Convention on the Safeguarding
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, and referring to the Rule of the Islamic Republic
of Iran’s Joining the mentioned Convention approved in 2005, at the Iranian Islamic
Consultative Assembly, and based on the proposal submitted by the General Director
of the Office for Inscriptions and Preservation and Revitalization of Intangible and
Natural Heritage, intangible Cultural Heritage Element titled

“Tahzib”

in Iran with the following particulars:

Domain of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Element: National Wide

Age of the Element: From the ancient time

Is, hereby, inscribed on this date of 12. January. 2010 as No. 100, on the Iranian
National List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Hassan-Ali Vakil Masoud Alavian Sadr
General Director of the Office for Deputy of
Inscriptions and Preservation and Cultural Heritage

Revitalization of Intangible and (Signed)
Natural Heritage

(Signed)
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The Iranian Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Deputyship for Cultural Heritage

A SHORT EXTRACT OF THE ELEMENT
“The Art of Tazhib”

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

(NATIONAL INVENTORY LIST)

OFFICE FOR INSCRIPTION OF PROPERTIES AND REVITALIZATION OF ICH AND NATURAL HERITAGE
2022
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A Short Extract from the National Inventory List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of The Islamic Republic of Iran
Regarding
“ART OF TAZHIB EFTARI AND ITS SOCIO -CULTURAL TRADITIONS”

The Iranian Ministry of Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
(IMCHTH) registered this ICH Element
under the NO. 2551, dated 28 Jan. 2022.
(The National Inventory has been
updated in Feburary 2022.)

Name of the Element
“Art of Tazhib”

Category of the Element

NO - Oral traditions and expressions, including languages as vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage
NO - Performing arts

NO - social practices, rituals and festive events

NO - knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

YES - traditional craftsmanship

NO - cultural spaces

NO- others

Geographic Scope of the Element

The element is well respected and recognized all over Iran. It is more practiced in capitals of
the provinces than in other places. Now, many art students are nationwide interested in in this
clement.

Name of Community
Traditional arts (painting and calligraphy)
Description of the Element

Tazhib is also referred to as “Zar-an-did” and/or “Tala-kari”, terms that mean covered in
gold or driven in gold. The logic behind this nomenclature needs to be sought in the essence
of the practice where gold solutions were used for painting relevant shapes and figures.
However, the term Tazhib is also known to refer to beautifying, a term that is rooted in the
main purpose of the art of Tazhib, which is beautifying pages in books, pieces of
calligraphy work and decorating drawings at the sides of books, especially decorating
pages of the Holy Qur’an.




The art of Tazhib was also prevalent in the pre-Islamic era, when and where it was known
as “Zar-negari”. With the advent of Islam, Tazhib was used in Iran to beautify pages of the
Holy Qur’an. Calligraphy and Tazhib artistic Qur’ans remaining from the early Islamic era
are similar to the drawings of the Safavid period.

As in the case of miniature, Tazhib is diverse in style. Of its different styles, reference can
be made to: Seljuk Style, Ilkhanid Style, Timurid Style; Shiraz Style; Safavid Style; and
Qajar Style.

The practitioners use the following colours: gold, azure, vermilion, green, yellow, white to
create new artworks.

The tools specific to this art are: Paint brush, ruler, compass and agate.'

6. Information on the Transmission of the Element

The element is transmitted informally (private) and formally (academic: universities
and training institutions).

Currently, the art of Tazhib is safeguarded and transmitted in four ways:

Educational books: many books are published for either learning under the supervision
of a Master educator or for self-learning/teaching purposes. These publications are all
highly welcomed. In addition to the books, training can take place online on relevant
websites and/or social media.

Private national institutions and cultural centres with legal permits.

Universities that offer study courses on calligraphy and painting (Ketabat va negargari)
and Islamic Art. These institutions offer academic courses to interested applicants based
on curricula defined by the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology. Classes are
taught by Master educators both in theory and in practice.

Private lessons offered by Master educators: some Master educators offer private
teaching sessions to learners at private workshops. This type of teaching is very popular.

Level of Viability of the Element
v/Excellent
Good
Average
Weak
Very weak

Need to Urgent Safeguarding (if any)
Yes

v No

Names of the Concerned NGOs, private sector or governmental entities
e  Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts

1 (“Mohreh”: a small object with a short thin handle and a slanted head that is used for smoothing
out the paper).
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Astan-e Quds Razavi, Institute for Artistic Creations

Academy of Arts

Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance

Ministry of Science, Research and Technology

Publications Centre of the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting

The National Inventory List has been Updated in
March 2022 1

C
Mostafa Pourali \\//]

Director General of Office for Inscription of
Properties and Revitalization of ICH and Natural
Heritage




O e ST s ygd

u.n}qlahg;?u&»)au\ﬂ

Ol a5 b
b 5 (s sine Gl i glial g laia

1400
L8l 3> o s Cod gyl aic ol s 03los
5 Jelez 1388/12/19 e 5 "
d)lzi-"e
1388/12/19 OS5 ongd Gl pl e
af
6‘4.5.]4.2.4
e 1388/12/19 oy gl as
1388/12/19 eSS i
gleies
ol | 1388/12/19 oles b J8 ay
sk 1388/12/19 o5 b 6,5 By o N
ol 1388/12/19 Sl glo o 43w "




()

k;A ‘)t'j Q\M‘)@ u’/r“’»—"/t/
u&yhh‘;i_\ﬁ)s&\):m Y .' _/.“ )
ny/z‘f;étﬂ‘j{).il/“‘dhb
U"{/&Z.;/;Lv
e 1388/12/19 OB e (rbr =
ke 1389/02/20 (o) 12 & pa> arlas Voy
ke 1389/02/20 ENERN Loy
o 1389/02/21 w00 V- f
N Sl 0
e 1389/02/21 o2y Sal 5 J Vb
oS 1389/02/29 =zls ple Vs
& ol 1389/03/01 0 Oll,Sl (el By vy
Jlod Ll > 1389/03/04 SN VoA
Ol 1389/03/08 OL yaed (5,5 W il e \-q
1389/04/12 obml)d! JB cdl & )lke VY

Page 2 of 2



O

d;r‘t-.:/h
| .
J""'J’J’C'VJ?:’VJ"'"

e ,
A sl

The Iranian Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Deputyship for Cultural Heritage

NATIONAL INVENTORY LIST OF
The Islamic Republic of Iran

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

(REPRESANTATIVE LIST)

Office for Inscriptions and Preservation and Revitalization
of Intangible and Natural Heritage
207r
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93 Bakhtiari Traditional Cap 03 Dec. 2009 Chahgr Mahal‘ va
Bakhtiari Province

94 Traditional Ceremony of 03 Dec. 2009 Regional
Agh Ghoyoun of Turkmen £

95 Dagh Trapy 03 Dec. 2009 National

96 Dagger Dance 03 Dec. 2009 Regional

97 Carpet Weaving of 03 Dec. 2009 Kerman Province
Kerman

98 Art of Wood Laid 03 Dec. 2009 National

99 Ta zia in city of 03 Dec. 2009 Tehran Province
Savojbolagh

101 Celebration of Merhgan 20 Jan. 2019 National

102 Sermons of Hazrat Fatima 10 May 2009 National

103 Iranian (Jalali) Calendar 10 May 2009 National

104 Kharmohre of Qom 11 May 2009 Qom Province

105 Potte}ry and Ceramics of 11 May 2009 Hamedan Province
Lalejin

106 | Flag Uncovering (Alam 19 May 2009 |  Gilan Province
Vachini)
Asheghi Folk Music of E. Azerbaijan

107 Eastern Azerbaijan 22 May 2010 Province
Traditional Woolen Hat N. Khorasan

108 (Korki Hat) 25 May 2010 Province
Golabgiri ("Making

109 Rosewater") in City of 29 May 2010 Isfahan Province
Ghamsar, Kashan
Traditional Skills of Carpet

110 Weaving of Eastern and 03 July 2010 Regional
Western Azerbaijan
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