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Amrété N° .......... ./M.C.A portant classement du Paimier et les traditions qui lui sont
associées sur la liste du patrimoine national.

I\

Le Ministre de ia Culture et de PArtisanat ;
Vu 1a lo] 2005 ~ 086 du 25 juillet 2005 relative 3 1a protection du patrimoine culturel tangible;

Vu le décret n 157.07 du 06 septembre 2007, relatif au conseil des Ministres et aux attributions du premier
Ministére et des Ministres;

Vu le Décret n 097-2016 du 01 avril 2016 portant nomination de certains membres du gouvernement ;

Vi le décret n®192-2014 du 07 septembre 2014 fixant les attributions du Ministre de la Culture et de
FArtisanat et Porganisation de Padministration centrale de son département ;

Vu Iz lettre du conservateur national du patrimoine et de fa culture n® 005 du 01/02/2018.

ARRETE

ARTICLE PREMIER : 1l est classé sur [a liste du patrimoine national de la République islamique de Mauritanle, le
palmier et les traditions qui jui sont associées en raison de leurs valeurs patrimoniales, du besoin de leur

protection et de Vintérét général qu'lls représentent.
ARTICLE 2 : Le présent arrété sera notifié aux autorités administratives auxquelles est rattaché Pusage, la

gestion et/ou la tutelle deces biens.

ARTICILE 3 : Le secrétaire Général dus Ministére de ta Culture et de FArtisanat est chargé de Pexécution du
présent arrété qui sera publié au Journal Officiel de la République Islamique de Mauritanie. ! 8 FEV 20.‘8
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The Islamic Republic of Mauritania

Ministry of Culture and Traditional Industry

National Conservation of Heritage and Culture

Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory Form

FORM #088 for Date Palm Tree & Associated
Traditions Statistics
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1-Identifying the Element of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

1-1 Name of the element as used by the appropriate local community

The local community uses the date palm tree to refer to all varieties of dates. The date
palm is divided into various varieties, such as Tantarkal, Al Humar, Lamadina, Tajb, Al
Mahboola, Takdarat and Adgad.

2-1 A short title for the intangible cultural heritage includes reference to the aspects of the
intangible cultural heritage that it belongs to.

The date Palm and its related traditions.

The element of heritage is part of the practices, skills and traditions.

What is the roie of the element?

The role of the element is to revive the date palm heritage-related practices and traditions.

3-1 The appropriate community/communities

What are the groups and communities that would consider the element as part of their
intangible heritage? -

-The groups and individuals concerned with the date palm and its owners

-The groups working in the field of date palm trees

-The craftsmen taking part of the date palm trees to be used as materials for their products
-Farming cooperative societies interested in the date palm trees

Who exercises the element?
Those who live in oases in general.

How big are such groups and communities and where can they commonly live or exist?
-They can be found across the country.

4-1 Natural location/locations of the element or areas where it is spread and
frequently practiced

Where does the element exist?
It exists across the country, especially in the regions of Adrar, Tagant and Assaba.

Are there any other places where the element is practiced?
Yes

Is there any geographical location for the element?
Yes, it is the Islamic Republic of Mauritania

5-1 Brief Description of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Element (Maximum 250
words)

Palm oases are considered to be the mainstay of the local economic development, which is
still the backbone of the regional development with its all tourist and commercial aspects.
Thus, the fabric of magnificent civilization whose essence is work, creativity and production
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across the region has crystallized under the shade of such lofty date paim trees, where the
people made that as a means of their decent living. This is achieved through cultural
manifestations passed from one generation to another; the result of which that the man
living in oases learned how to adapt to his tough natural surroundings in which the date
palm tree exists. Some aspects of such related cultural manifestations include the
availability of practices pertaining to the direct relationship between man and date palm
tree, especially in relation to the handicraft skills that man acquired throughout history.
These skills are connected to the constant care given to the date palm tree, knowledge,
skills and traditions associated with the ways of utilizing date palm products, including dates
and raw materials used to produce a set of manual products or handicrafts in traditional
methods that are used in everyday life on the part of families associated with the date palm
tree.

In the same context, there are indirect cultural aspects pertaining to the symbolic and
spiritual aspects and verbal expressions related to the date palm tree and its fruits in terms
of proverbs, stories, riddles, poems, and all traditions and practices referring to the date
palm tree in whole or in part as traditions, social and religious occasions. In addition, there
are also the practices associated with the status of the palm tree in the imagination of the
oasis based Mauritanian man that accompany him in all aspects of his daily life.
Furthermore, the date palm tree with its all components and fruits has also taken up an
important space in the literary creativity that is most often referred to as an example on
many occasions on which the date palm tree expresses status and symbolism of
steadfastness, patience and generosity and other similar noble human values that have
been passed to us from one generation to another for a long time. And such inherited old
cultural manifestations that are related to traditions, beliefs and handicraft aspects, skills
and knowledge associated with using the date palm tree as a cultural element can be
demonstrated.

2-Characterisitcs of the Element

2-1 Practitioners/Performers that are directly concerned with the intangible
cultural heritage element performance and exercising it, including name, age,
gender and professional category, etc.)

- The groups, communities and individuals concerned with the date palm tree, including its
owners and investors.

- The communities working in the field of date palm trees cuitivation who consider their
work in the field as a source of their daily sustenance or livelihood, where they are known
as residents of oases. This category of the society that is concerned with the element
through their association with it along with the date paim-related skills, traditions and
customs.

- The craftsmen who use parts of the date palm tree as raw materials to produce a number
of utensils, tools and furniture that are used in daily life of population whether they those
living in oases or urban cities, where such products are used to decorate houses and public
places.

- Women’s gatherings that carry out many tasks, including kneading and saving palm dates,
making handbags for storing palm dates and making mats from date palm leaves (fronds)
that are used for domestic purposes.

- Dates traders and marketers who buy and sell dates whether on the local, regional or
national level, and market them on the international level.

- Agricultural engineers who are responsible for directly taking care of the date palm tree,
conducting studies, projects and researches that are aimed at increasing growing date palm
trees, and creating plans and strategies to natural environment impact upon date palm
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trees cultivation. They also diagnose agricultural diseases, pests and insects affecting date
palm trees, propose medications, fertilizers and pesticides and take the necessary measures
to treat them.

-These categories have contributed throughout history directly and indirectly into boosting
and establishing date palm tree-related skilis and knowledge through daily practices
throughout various generations.

2-2 The other Intangible Elements (if any) that are related to such Exercising and
Transferring Intangible Heritage Element

Is the exercising of the element related to a certain occasion?
Yes, it is.

Are there any practices carried out before and/or after the element is exercised?
Yes, there are.

2-3 Customary practices if any that govern the utilization of the intangible cultural
heritage element or some aspects of it

Is there any customary practice that would govern entering the element?
Yes, there is.

2-4 Methods of Transfer into others in the local community

The element is transferred through practice that is carried out by date palm tree owners
and workers by growing and watering as well as the proper way to pick dates from the top
of the tree that is locally referred to as “Pattitla’”, according to people of Kaitana, which is
the period of time during which dates can be ready or ripe.

2-5 The Appropriate Organizations, including local community and non-government
organizations as well as others (if any)

Are there any traditional organizations associated with the element?
Yes, they are the residents of oases.

Are there any non-government organizations associated with the element?
Yes, they are civil community organizations that are interested in date palm trees.

Are there any local, regional or international non-government organizations?
Yes, there are local and regional organizations.

3-Condition of the Element: Its Capability of Survival and Sustainability

3-1 Threats (if any) faced by exercising the intangibie cultural element of heritage
within the community or the appropriate local communities

What is the condition of the element?
It is in a good condition.

Are there any risks threatening the practice of the element”
Yes, there are.

What are these threats?
-Lack of youth's interest in working within agricultural oases
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FAgriculturaI pests and diseases affecting date palm tree

3-2 Threats encountering criticism of the intangible cultural heritage element in
the local community or appropriate local communities

Is there any risk preventing the transfer of the element?
No, there isn't.

What are the risks preventing the transfer of the element?
They are none.

3-3 Threats facing sustainable utilization of the tangible elements and resources
(if any) that are associated with the element of the intangible cultural heritage

Is there any risk that could pose a threat to enter the material or materials related to the
element?
No, there isn't.

Is there any threat that the benefits of the element can be reduced?
Yes, there is, and they are as follows:

-Agricultural pests and diseases affecting the date palm tree
-Lack of the youth in the date palm tree-related skills and traditions

3-4 Sustainability of the other Intangible Elements (if any) that are related to the
element of the intangible cultural heritage

Is there any intangible element associated with this element?
Yes, there is.

Are these intangible elements that are associated with this element known for a broad
audience or for a limited number of people?
Yes, it is known for all.

Does the loss of ownership of such element pose any danger for the element of the cultural
heritage?
Yes, it does.

Do the owners of such elements accept them to be transferred?
Yes, they do.

3-5 Safeguarding measures and some others (if any) to address any of these
threats, encourage exercising the element of the intangible cultural heritage and
pass them on to the generations to come

Has any safeguaﬂjing measure been taken?
Yes, it has.

If there are safeguarding measures, what are they?
The government strove to set up oases programs that safeguard date palm trees by fighting
date palm tree diseases and wipe out the pests affecting them along with their fruits.
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Have the risks that pose threat to the element become in a state of conflict?
Yes, they have.

What are the procedures that could secure the sustainable exercising of the element?
To work on the implementation of the government strategy to safeguard this element.

4-Resrictions and permits with regards to data collection and utilization

4-1 Consent of the appropriate local community or those local communities to
collect data and participate in this action as well

Have the groups been sensitized?
Yes, they have.

Have the groups approved to conduct the inventory?
Yes, they have.

What is the evidence for such consent provided?
It is the authorization.

4-2 The restrictions if any pertaining to using the data collected and benefiting
from it

Have the groups set any restrictions on using the information collected or not?
If yes, what are these restrictions?

4-3 The person or people constituting sources of information

-Chairman of the Cooperative Societies of Tagant Oases
-Chairman of the Cooperative Societies of Adrar Oases
-Sustainable Oasis Organization

4-4 Dates and Places of Data Collection

2016-2017

5-Element of Intangible Cultural Heritage References

5-1 Literature

-Chairman of the Cooperative Societies of Tagant Oases
-Chairman of the Cooperative Societies of Adrar Oases
-Sustainable Oasis Organization

5-2 Audio and video materials as well as recordings, etc. at archives of manuscripts,
museums, and special collections as attached.

5-3 Documentary materials and tools at archives of manuscripts, museums, and special
collections (if any)

6-Inventory Information Process

6-1 Name/s of the person or people who have classified, collected and included the
information on the inventory list are as follows:

-Sayyed AlMukhtar Weld Atlamadid

-Sayyed Mohammed Weld Abkar
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6-2 Proof for the consent of the appropriate local community or appropriate local
communities on:

(A) Doing the inventory of the element
(B) Providing the information that will be included on the inventory tlist

-The written consent obtained from the local community

6-3 Date of data entry into the inventory list

January 20, 2017
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