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The term “Equitable Education” 
emerged in USA in the 1960’s related to 
non-English speaking students. 

https://flashbackmiami.com/2017/03/07/coral-way-elementary-pioneer-in-bilingual-education/#lightbox[group-9087]/7/

Equal Access
• Facilities
• Books 
• Teachers

Equitable Education
• Burden of 

learning in a 
“foreign”  
language



“We take it as 
axiomatic…that the 
best medium for 
teaching is the 
mother tongue of 
the pupil” 

-UNESCO, 1953

“UNESCO discovered 
mother tongue, then 
forgot about it for 50 
years.” 

-Sheldon Shaeffer



“UNESCO supports mother tongue 
instruction as a means of improving 
educational quality….[and] 
promoting both social and gender 
equality and as a key element of 
linguistically diverse societies.”

-UNESCO 2003 







617
MILLION

Children and youth will not develop basic literacy & numeracy skills
(UIS, 2017)





Share of children aged 7 to 14 with foundational reading 
and numeracy skills (National Statistical Office and 
UNICEF, 2019)



Growing Evidence Base for 
Mother Tongue-Based Mulitilingual Education





Passing rate 
combined for  
science, math, 
Thai, reading 
(grades 1-6, 
cohorts 1 & 2)

National literacy 
assessment 
results for 
reading, 
academic year 
2015-16

















A few countries with mother tongue policies…

• Cambodia –MTB-MLE in 6 languages
• Thailand –MBT-MLE in 8 languages
• Philippines-MTB-MLE in 65 languages, including sign language
• Ethiopia-MTB-MLE in 30 languages 

• What about famous Finland?
• Finland is home to many ethnic minority and migrant children. Over 200 Finnish 

schools operate bilingual programmes, where the student’s mother tongue is used as 
a medium of instruction and Finnish is taught as a second language. Minority 
languages used in Finnish schools include Arabic, Somali, Russian, Vietnamese, 
Estonian, Saami and Swedish (Center on International Education Benchmarking, 
2017).



ขอบคณุ ครบั Terima kasih 
謝謝你 நன்றி

Thank you

kirk_person@sil.org
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