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UNIT 42
Hand-out 7.a:

FInal HADDO HARVEST FESTIVAL nomination
Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity

Instructions for completing the nomination form are available at:
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/forms
Nominations not complying with those instructions and those found below will be considered incomplete and cannot be accepted.
States Parties are further encouraged to consult the aide-mémoire for completing a nomination to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity available on the same webpage.
	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Taronia, Astraludia, Keidas 

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	The haddos - harvest festivals in the Bessaoui mountain range

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	[The] haddos

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The element has deep roots among the populations of the municipalities concerned. It is borne and perpetuated thanks to three community pillars: local institutions, the network of societies (which are groups made up of the people who prepare torches, but there are also folklore and music groups and ones who organize other events), and the population in general. In some cases, their efforts are supported by regular visitors who come especially for the festivals and are anticipated by everyone as they are fully integrated into the organizational set-up and the local population.

The multinational character of the element and the diversity of the municipalities lead to understandable variations. However, the three pillars mentioned above are always present, although their importance varies. Generally speaking, societies take the lead in more urban and more heavily populated communities, and they enjoy strong support from local institutions and the participation of more or less the entire population. In rural areas, less densely populated, the population as a whole picks up the slack by organizing itself for the duration of the preparations and celebrations into informal neighbourhood groups if stable societies do not exist. They are supported by the municipal authorities.
[Word count = 196]

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The element is kept alive in 40 localities: Taronia [26 – names of localities follow], or a total population of 35,550; Astraludia  [6 – names of localities follow] accounting for 15,400 people; and Keidas  [8 – names of localities follow] or 4,770 people. This amounts to a total population of more than 55,000, although 20 of these localities have fewer than 200 inhabitants. These localities are scattered across the northern and southern slopes of the Bessaoui range between peaks of 600m and 1504m above sea level. They form a rectangle of roughly 200km (0º00’-0º00’E) by 150 km (00º00’-00º00’N), nestling in valleys and blocked off by mighty mountains, including Mount Bero (3,204 metres above sea level), the highest summit in the Bessaoui range.
[Word count = 119]

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Mr.
Family name:

XXX
Given name:

XXXX
Institution/position:

Director for Cultural Heritage,
Ministry of Culture
Address:

Ministry of Culture

XXX
XXX Town, Taronia 
Telephone number:

XXX
E-mail address:

XXX
Other relevant information:

Principal contact


	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

M.

Family name:

YYY
Given name:

YYY
Institution/position:

Director-General for Tourism,
Ministry of Tourism
Address:

Ministry of Tourism 
YYY Street,

YYY Town, Astraludia 
Telephone number:

YYY
E-mail address:

YYY


	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

M.

Family name:

ZZZ
Given name:

ZZZ
Institution/position:

Conservator-in-Chief

Directorate for Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Education and Culture
Address:

Ministry of Education and Culture
Town ZZZ, Keidas 
Telephone number:

ZZZ
E-mail address:

ZZZ


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	Name of the body:
	Bessaoui West Society

	Name and title of the contact person:
	Mr. AAA
Director

	Address:
	Bessaoui West Cultural Centre
Street AAA
Town AAA, Astraludia 

	Telephone number:
	AAA

	
	

	E-mail address:
	AAA

	
	

	Name of the body:
	Society of the Municipalities in the lower Bessaoui

	Name and title of the contact person:
	Ms. BBB
Secretary-General

	Address:
	Town BBB
Keidas 

	Telephone number:
	BBB

	Name of the body:

Name and title of the contact person:

Telephone number:
	Bessaoui West Cultural Centre

Mr. FGH

Coordinator

Village FGH

Taronia 
FGH

	
	

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) ( )

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Bessaoui mountain range, a range that legends have often depicted ablaze, remains home to a clutch of communities who keep alive a tradition that can be traced back some one thousand years: the Harvest Festivals, known as haddos. The ritualistic, cyclical celebrations are practiced on the same night every year. It was originally a pagan celebration and was then adopted by Christians; it is now a collective festival that brings societies together while retaining its magical and symbolic atmosphere born of a blend of beliefs, customs and rituals. In readiness for nightfall, the communities use their traditional skills to make torches and beacons (electric torches only in Astraludia). Once night falls these communities begin ritualistic processions that evoke strong feelings and emotions. Torches are carried from the top of the mountains, where a bonfire is lit, to a village – or just in a village –against a backdrop of high emotion and shouts, all the way to the big logs that have been prepared and raised aloft in the main square or that are raised up and then dragged through the streets by the whole population. These are then set on fire (in Taronia and Keidas ) and the flames begin spreading purifying, invigorating and fertilising goodness across the mountains, fields, villages and populations. The first descent is a special moment for young people, signifying the transition from adolescence to adulthood. There is also an emotional pause for introspection and thinking about friends who passed on. The celebrations also involve cultural spaces (such as parks and squares), communal meals and popular folklore. In the morning, people collect embers or ashes to protect their homes or gardens. 
[Word count = 277]

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The whole populations of the municipalities bear the element, with their institutions and societies. The heritage belongs to the entire community, which is also the practitioner. The generic term Haddoro refers to anyone who bears and practices. In Astraludia, the government authorities also play an important part in the festivals, given their important tourism/economic value.
There are special roles and categories for people who take on responsibilities at various moments or in certain rituals involved in the festival or preparation. Numerous celebrations still feature institutional (town hall or mayor), ecclesiastical or parish (priest) and civil representatives (formal or informal societies).

In some municipalities, especially in the lower Bessaoui, the mayor is tasked with lighting the bonfire (in this case with the priest) and town hall staff are responsible for preparing the bonfire in all of the small municipalities residents themselves perform these tasks. Where fire is not allowed, the scene is recreated. Meanwhile, in other municipalities – especially further up the mountain, it is the mayor’s duty to extinguish the fire in front of his house, to which the population drag the large flaming log. In other cases, the priest either blesses or lights the fire beforehand. In both cases, the bonfires and torches are prepared by the haddoros. Elsewhere, the most recently married man in the village lights the fire. This man, in Lonork for example, leads the haddoros’ descent with the flaming torches from the mountain to the village. In Keidas, a ’head haddro’ is elected annually, can be a man or a woman and leads the procession of haddoros. This community also elects a haddoro junior, who is in charge of supervising children up to 16 years of age. Here the Haddo Society prepares the bonfires. In Gamla, the 250-year-old Company of Horseback Guides pays tribute to the festival by cracking whips before the fire is started. Women also play specific roles. For example, young unmarried girls await the haddoros’ arrival in the village and present them with wine and a special pastry. They fulfil the role of dinner host and lead the procession through the village until the arrival of the torches. In all cases the most experienced people in each of the steps, rituals and tasks are recognized and accepted naturally by the group and take on various roles and duties in the municipalities where they are not established by rituals.
[Word count = 398]

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Everyone with specific roles or responsibilities, whether they have been chosen formally or not, teaches and transmits their knowledge, skills and rituals to the people coming after them. Generally speaking, the most important means of transmission in all three States is the family, which is the hub where people learn to love this heritage, keep alive its memory and pass it on to younger generations. Oral communication, featuring distinctive expressions and vocabulary for the festivals, helps this process. Grandparents, parents, brothers and sisters, as well as cousins or uncles, transmit their skill and knowledge about this ancestral tradition to children and adolescents by initiating and introducing them gradually to each of rituals and the various parts of the festival. In addition to the family, circles of friends play a significant role. In Astraludia, families actively support the Tourism Office. So the entire population is fully involved in transmitting the element. The web of societies, whether founded in statutes or not, is essential for the organization, smooth running and safeguarding of these festivals and also for the transmission of all these rituals and knowledge. Neighbour groups, haddo societies and folklore and music group who dance and play music to dance to, form a very important part of initiation to, and transmission of, the element. These societies often hold training and supervision workshops for children. Transmission also takes place in schools, which run practical workshops on local traditions, including on the haddos. In all of these communities the town hall and its technical and cultural events departments serve an important function by supporting habits and customs and raising awareness of and issuing the annual invitation to hold, these festivals, which are authentic moments of collective renewal, initiation, learning and transmission of the element.

[Word count = 292]

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	It is common to hear in these valleys sayings such as: “The night of the Haddo makes trees and children grow” or “With the haddo comes the new year”. These expressions, and many others like them, emphasise the significance of this festival for all of these communities, in which people are wont to say: “You cannot miss the festival even once”.

The fire festivals are anticipated and enjoyed with emotion and intensity by all members. In Astraludia, this is the time when the tourist season sets in. It is a time for the cyclical regeneration of family, social and community ties, strengthening the feeling of belonging, identity and continuity. This annual occasion in which people who have remained in the region and people who have left come together and renew bonds of affections and geography by sharing this festival and tradition. Culturally, the occasion allows the assertion of distinctive Bessaoui identity across all three countries, as people show their unbreakable connection to a shared physical, historical and cultural landscape. The fires enhance the night's magical feeling. The festive and cooperative nature of this tradition helps to bring people together and foster reconciliation. The element advances gender equality, helps integrate newcomers and promotes a culture of volunteering, solidarity and hospitality.

The element succeeds in perpetuating a primitive tradition that has been adapted to suit the present but remains as magical and surprising as before. Respect between man and nature is an integral part of the element, and tangible and intangible qualities blend closely to help keep alive the cultural values of the Bessaoui and its mountain dwellers.
[Word count = 267]

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The harvest festivals are events that require joint endeavours and a broad cooperative spirit rooted in solidarity, generosity and mutual respect. They amount to a public, popular, welcoming and open festival devoid of any discrimination, including ethnic, religious, social, political or gender-based. Its festive nature encourages dialogue and social and cultural exchanges.

The widespread willing involvement of populations, and the elemental and natural feature of the materials used, ensures that minimal budgets are needed for these festivals so there is no waste. Moreover, experienced villagers or the competent State bodies choose the most appropriate sites for felling trees with which to make bonfires and torches, without causing any harmful effects to the forest. Firefighters or properly equipped volunteers are on hand to pre-empt and avoid any incident caused by the fire. The festival is also becoming a cultural practice that helps raise awareness of, and respect for, the benefits, values and fragility of nature, the mountains and the remaining forest. Therefore, the element is based on promoting education about, and respect for, sustainable development. 
[Word count = 174]

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue which respects cultural diversity.

	(i) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The harvest festivals in the Bessaoui range bring a completely new and unique element to the List, a tradition revolving around fire. Their atavistic and magical atmospheres, along with their vibrant and esoteric character, energy and ability to enchant, make these events absolutely captivating. Inscription will attract interest and attention, at all levels, and give this ICH new visibility, raising awareness of its wealth of expressions. At local level, the preparation of the nomination went a long way towards strengthening this ICH. Inscription will surely bolster it further. At national level in each of the three States, a lot of interest has been aroused in a heritage that is not very well known and, by extension, in ICH. This inscription will multiply these positive effects. At international level, this inscription will help make this ICH known to other traditions that celebrate fire. This first inscription of the ‘Bessaoui cradle’, Keidas, will also help boost international awareness.
[Word count = 157]

	(ii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The nomination preparation process, which began in 2007 and gained fresh momentum in 2012, helped the communities that bear the element to ‘rediscover each other’ – or in some cases even to discover each other across valleys and borders. It has already created a solid cross-border network of haddoro communities (who bear the element) who are keen to swap experiences, discover each other, get to know each other and talk. All of them have expressed their happiness with the fact that the nomination has already served as an extraordinary catalyst and a boost to regional self-consciousness. All are convinced that inscription will consolidate and multiply all these positive effects. Indeed, the inscription is going to cultivate compromises and joint-projects. Now all of these communities in three countries have found out about each other and recognized each other as parts of a big single family – the family of the haddoro communities. Extensive dialogue has already begun beyond the crests, passes and valleys. Inscription will help boost and perpetuate this.
[Word count = 167]

	(iii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The Bessaoui mountains are a jumble of little valleys and big summits, with small villages scattered amongst them. Although the distances between them are small, the mountainous terrain has often kept them far apart, yet this has not prevented relationships from forming between the members of Bessaoui communities. This situation has given rise to an extraordinary number of nuances and a wide diversity of creative solutions or expressions, all in the name of a shared display. Such is the case for this element. The haddos, with all their ingenious varieties, are the fruit of a local environmental micro-context and residents' creativity – this is clearly shown by the array of techniques for making, setting up or lighting the bonfires and torches. Aesthetic quality is sought in all of these pursuits. Everyone is proud of their specificities while admiring those of their neighbours. Inscription will be a powerful way of shining a light on this micro-universe of cultural diversity and creativity and will also help promote it and educate younger generations to respect cultural diversity and human creativity.
[Word count = 176]

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Two important details:
In Keidas it is said that: ‘the neighbour comes before the morning’, which shows that organization and solidarity between neighbours are deeply rooted and continue to thrive, and traditions are upheld in time-honoured ways. The haddos, bonfires and torches remain integral parts of this reality. The custom is still effective at safeguarding the element in the communities.

All residents may not one day become elected in these sparsely populated communities, but it is certain that the vast majority of such officials will be haddoros, the bearers of this element. This ensures its perpetuation.
The viability of the element is ensured by:

· Transmission, which follows an instinctive process in these small mountain communities. The preparations for the celebrations remain a crucial factor in transmission through imitation and experimentation. For several years now, societies and/or schools have been running courses for young people.
· Documentation, Identification and research, which used to be limited now benefits from substantial efforts: the Bessaoui North Society produced an anthology of photographs; the Mount Bero society produced a book describing all the haddo municipalities and conducted research to record people considered to be ‘living archives’-2012; the University of FFF also conducted research using municipal archives which led to a publication ‘Municipal economic contribution to the oldest known Haddo festival (1759) in the region’.
· Preservation and protection. The harvest festivals have gained new impetus in recent years. Communities’ eagerness to preserve them has grown in all three countries. Traditional protection has been backed up by national or regional legislation and inscription on inventories. Municipal councils have increased their support by providing human and material resources.

· Promotion. A major change has taken places in recent years, as the element has gone from the brink of extinction to being a recognized and visible heritage. It has attracted coverage from all sorts of media. Awareness of the element is increased and spread by the Internet (through municipal sites and social networks). All of the communities contributed to this resurgence and promotion while taking care to ensure that this renewed interest does not go overboard. They manage promotion astutely. In Bero municipality, they say: ‘it is not an advertising poster, rather an intimate and cherished festival’.

· Revitalisation. The Bessaoui range suffered extensive depopulation during the 20th century, as a result of which the element almost fell into extinction. In some municipalities, there were only a few families left – sometimes even as little as one or two, but the torches still burned! In recent decades major efforts were made to revitalise the whole region – these were helped by increased interest from the population and promotion of local natural and cultural heritage, including ICH.
[Word count = 442]

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the concerned States Parties safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Taronia:

The Ministry of Culture: manages the protection of monuments, including all of the traditional haddo routes; supports research on this tradition; has been documenting the element for a long time (in Ethnology Archives).

The Municipality of Selia declared the Harvest Festival Day a national holiday in 1992. It coordinated and implemented the 2013–2014 Rehabilitation and Protection Project for the historical quarter (the entire route of the festival). The Department of the Environment collaborates in the preparation every year. An annual budget is allocated to support the element. Premises, funding and human resources are given to societies.

Selia Haddo Society organizes workshops every year to teach children about nature, the environment, how to make bonfires and torches, the rituals and the roles, meaning and values of the festival.

Astraludia:

The Ministry for Tourism has been supporting (since 2012) a research project entitled: The haddos, bonfires and torches in the Bessaoui range. With the local communities, it co-organizes the annual haddos. The Ministry of Culture approved its Intangible Heritage National Plan in 2011.
The Ethnological Heritage Inventory of the Bassoui region has been working for many years on safeguarding the haddos The regional authorities also support the celebrations in its municipalities by providing technical equipment and an annual budget. The regional Department of the Protection of the Heritage has also been working for a long time to safeguard haddos. Their Departments for the Environment and Agriculture control fires and they also help maintain the mountain routes. The Regional Council promote, disseminate and upgrade the festival (through budgets, publications, websites and videos). Municipalities' commitment remain decisive: they manage town planning and some trails and forests, are in charge of ensuring that the festivals proceed smoothly and allocate annual budgets to the festival and societies. They have launched initiatives aimed at protecting the historic sites and routes concerned (mountain/village)

Keidas:

The Regional Directorate for Cultural Affairs is involved in the nomination process. It supports the Bessaoui Museum, overseeing the conservation of historical documents about the element. The Architects’ Guild helps safeguard historic sites and buildings, including several squares and parks where bonfires are erected.
The Municipalities' Communities made it possible to unite the region around this heritage and nomination. One of the retired mayors (Mr. H) in 1983 wrote: ‘Haddo celebrations are the municipalities’ business’. Municipal budgets make annual provisions for the haddo and offer grants to cultural and folklore societies. Municipalities oversee the protection and maintenance of historic routes and spaces (through town planning) and provide technical expertise, activity-leading skills and equipment. In Netonnberg, the Town’s technical team/carpenters traditionally prepare the beacon.

The issuing of postage stamps about the haddos (in all three countries between 2003 and 2010) remains an example of international mobilisation to safeguard the element. The simplicity of the festival and the materials used, along with the extent of volunteer support, mean limited resources are not a problem.
[Word count = 483]

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	The long nomination process generated solid collaboration between communities in the three States. In addition, it made it possible to perform an in-depth analysis of the current weaknesses fragilities and assets with regard to safeguarding the element.

In general, it emerged that a holistic approach would be preferable. Such an approach entails substantial cross-cutting measures that factor in all intangible components (rituals, skills, knowledge techniques, dances, music, songs, etc.) and also tangible ones such as cultural spaces, routes, environmental conservation, historic spots on the mountain, involving cartography and etymological research and more. This integrated, cross-cutting approach, representing a body of tangible and intangible features, guides the proposed safeguarding measures. These measures involve all levels and seek to harness a high willingness for participation and cooperation across all territories in the three States and the communities concerned. In recent years these communities have become highly aware of this heritage and are very committed to safeguarding the element. They fully take part and are heavily involved in all stages and processes concerning safeguarding.

That is why the proposed measures are not presented by State here. In section 3.b.(ii), each State, taking into account its administrative specificities, outlines the measures it will implement in pursuit of shared goals and in accordance with their own reasons and procedures.

- Knowledge, research and dissemination:

Studies aimed at deepening knowledge of the element will be supported. These studies will look at tangible aspects (location of all the traditional spits in the mountains, with etymological research and geo-location) and intangible ones (logging memory, developing information systems and compiling inventories of skills, rituals, dances, music and more).

New technologies will be used for dissemination, with all existing community sites connected to improve the pooling of information, discussions and permanent and continuous contact and also to bring the element and ICH in general to greater prominence.

-Protect spaces and routes:

These are essential components of the festivals and are sometimes threatened by urbanisation, which is not always sensitive to heritage, especially intangible heritage. Protecting them entails gaining the attention of the relevant governing bodies, launching protection procedures and overseeing the promotion of this physical and historic setting and the landscape (both rural and urban), without which the festivals would lose much of their meaning. Through the Cultural Society of Haddos Municipalities and Municipal Bodies, and the Community of Municipalities, recommendations to this effect were put forward.
In view of the fragile ecology, measures will also be taken to combine haddos with tree planting activities by youth.
-Support societies and neighbours' groups:

These represent a fundamental pillar for perpetuating the element. The voluntary nature of their activities is very valuable and vital for the viability and sustainability of the festival. It also teaches new generations about solidarity and dedication. Actions will be carried out to support and promote their work by helping them make applications to administrative bodies, assigning them budgetary provisions and providing them with equipment and funds, as well as human resources at municipal level.

The three States are committed at all levels to ensuring that these measures, which are specific to each case and situation, do not cause any undesirable consequences that could harm the element following inscription. They will remain vigilant to ensure that, as today, the competent departments in each State for these regions and communities shall continue supporting procedures concerning the forest, night-time fires and people's safety so that the festivals can continue to be celebrated in the safest possible conditions, as it always has been. To this end, they will incorporate local customs and skills. In recent years, as the element has been disseminated and publicised much more, the communities have amassed substantial experience in hosting and managing the flow of visitors and/or participants. This track record is a highly reliable guarantee that any unintended consequences of inscription and of increased prominence and public attention shall be well managed. Even still, none of the three States will neglect this aspect, and local institutions will put in place festival monitoring plans to ensure the simple but effective monitoring of parameters such as visitors attendance, the quality of festival proceedings at all stages, the opinions of societies and the general population. These indicators, and others shall be used to identify any trends and establish whether any corrective actions are required.
[Word count = 715]

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The three States will continue working at national, regional and local levels to support the proposed safeguarding measures.

Keidas: The small size of this State helps generate synergies at all institutional levels. The Ministry shall be responsible for providing expertise and will support research, documentation and promotion of the element. In 2013 it granted a research/documentation budget for 2014 to the Capital City’ s Haddo Society. It will continue overseeing the protection of celebration spaces. The municipalities shall support the promotion and dissemination by offering guaranteed assistance to society and the celebration through budgets, technical support and human resources. The municipality will apply (in 2014-2015) a Plan for the Safeguarding, Protection and Promotion of the historic centre (celebration site). The City’s Haddo Society will implement (2014) its “Heritage Project” aimed at promoting, protecting and sponsoring birch trees. The proposed measures follow on from ones already introduced in recent years.

Taronia: The National Cultural Heritage Institute (Ministry of Culture) will implement its National Intangible Heritage Plan based on research and dissemination of the assets that make up this Heritage. It will also help to draw up a method for enabling various administrations to safeguard ICH. It will continue organizing courses and workshops on documenting, promoting and safeguarding ICH.

The Department of Culture of the regional government will launch a study aimed at finding out more about the haddo festivals in its territory (diversity of skills, rituals, memory) and identifying any weaknesses with a view to dealing with them.

The Department will also continue helping to disseminate and promote the festivals and support publications and studies at regional and local level. They will also offer proximity administrative facilities so that completing formalities does not become too burdensome for volunteers.

As an extension of their proximity support, the municipalities will allocate budgets specifically to organizing festivals, as well as grants to societies. They will also provide human and technical resources. Furthermore, in their town planning, they will include measures to protect urban and rural cultural spaces relating to the festivals.

Astraludia: Through the nomination process the Department of Tourism has supported research into, and documentation of, the element (Inventory/ICH). Additional research will be undertaken to deepen knowledge of the element in the region. The Departments of Tourism and Cultural Affairs will continue their actions aimed at supporting and providing expert assessments to the Bero Museum (creation of a dedicated document database for each element to improve documentation of it and perpetuate its memory). The Architects’ Guild will work to protect historic celebration sites. The municipalities play a vital role in collaboration between institutions, the web of societies and the population and guarantee the budgets needed for the celebration and grants to cultural and folklore societies. They handle administrative formalities to simplify matters for volunteers and provide the necessary technical and human resources, including during the tourism season. In addition, they take care of promotion and dissemination and make sure that the routes are factored into their town planning.
[Word count = 495]

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The same way as they have always been and will continue to be: through dialogue and consultative action. It can genuinely be said that the involvement of all these communities in the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures is a deeply-rooted ancestral tradition. They are proud of this involvement, which they also consider to be a duty, as this active involvement in safeguarding the haddos shows the immense significance that the element hold for all these populations, who view it as an essential part of their individual and collective identity. It is their community’s most important and intimate festival. Active involvement in safeguarding is also apparent at municipality and community level, demanding and facilitating close cooperation between local institutions, societies and people in general. The involvement of these communities in planning and implementing safeguarding measures is a secular habit that has become an essential customary rule that is savoured by everyone. Nowadays this involvement is strengthened by the formal recognition of numerous neighbourhood or haddoro societies, which used to be informal or ad hoc groups. This recognition gives them greater standing and prominence at institutional and social level and also makes them more stable, thereby making it easier for them to get involved and participate at all levels and become essential operators and contact points – both through traditional and formal ways – for the safeguarding of the element.

New technologies, particularly online social networks (e.g. https://www.xxxxxxxxx) help generate wider involvement in safeguarding this heritage.
[Word count = 243]

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.


	KEIDAS 
Name of the body:

Ministry of Culture

Name and title of the contact person:

Mr. Z 
Director for Cultural Heritage

Address:

ZZZ

Telephone number:

ZZZ
E-mail address:

ZZZ 

Name of the body:

Association of the Haddoro societies
Name and title of the contact person:

Ms. AAA
Coordinator
Address:

AAA

Telephone number:

AAA

Fax number:

AAA

E-mail address:

AAA
Name of the body:
Municipality of AAA

(other contact persons added, for  Taronia and Astraludia ) 



	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages.

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The process for presenting this nomination began in 2007 on the back of proposals by several haddoro communities. Following these proposals, initial contacts were made and meetings held between the communities in all three States and also with local, regional and national institutions, depending on the case. This long process ripened and laid the groundwork for sustained, very cross-cutting and holistic information exchanges and involvement. It also highlighted the enthusiasm and, above all, the determination and conviction of the 40 communities concerned across the three States.

So all these haddoro communities supported and still support this nomination and worked together closely to coordinate it while doing a lot of work to spread information and gather data and photographs and video footage. They also promoted and facilitated effective discussions and in-depth collaboration between institutions, societies and the general population and participated actively in compiling and/or collecting many of the supporting documents for this file. While regional and national institutions in the three States were always involved and supported and guided the communities, especially when it came to the most technical or complex formalities, the haddoro communities themselves were the main drivers of the success of this long and demanding undertaking, all while showing a spirit based on solidarity, cooperation and tenacity.
The first proposals, in 2007, for presenting the nomination evolved in 2008 to expand the number of communities involved. Many events and decisions followed to lead to the current submission:

· 2009: First Meeting of Bessaoui haddoros in Caro, Keidas. The community started to gain awareness of its size and trans-Bessaoui nature. This was the birth of an organized haddoro community movement.

· 2010: Second Meeting of Bessaoui haddoros in Caro. Links tightened between the communities, information spread and intensified and the presentation of the nomination began to become a reality.

· 2011: Third Meeting. Two substantial research and documentation exercises on the haddos were under way, covering the cross-border area that is now the subject of this nomination. The exercises were carried out by the specialists of the territory with a view to producing highly practical publications to help compile the submission. Contacts became more numerous at community and institutional level. The nomination had become a joint project.

· 2012: Fourth Meeting. One of the research exercises is published in the most influential specialist science magazines in Astraludia (Heritage Review, Issue 38, July 2012). The other exercise led to the publication of a trilingual book entitled ‘Torches and Festivals’, which was presented during the 4th Meeting. This year also saw the launch of an important initiative: several municipalities formally organized themselves into a cultural society of haddoro municipalities. Its objectives included ensuring that the nomination was a success and, therefore, resulted in an inscription in the List. In the same year the Bero Municipality and the Bero Haddoro Societies, with support from the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, formally got involved in the project and proposed handling the cross-border technical coordination. Official institutional and community contacts were made. This was a decisive year for the process.

· 2013: Fifth Meeting. This year was an opportunity to take stock of the work done in 2012 and 2013 to prepare the nomination. Institutional contacts were strengthened and extended, sometimes at the request of the communities who organized themselves formally into a Multinational Task Force (MTF) in which they were represented by some 20 people from across the community spectrum (local institutions, societies and the population). This task force built on the work done in previous years to prepare the final nomination file. It met four times in 2013, on a rotating basis, in the areas concerned across the three States, with a view to strengthening the involvement of all the communities and the population to forge even stronger bonds:

· 11 June, Antas, Keidas 
· 13 July, Bordon, Keidas 
· 14 September, Calgan, Taronia 
· 16 November 2013, Calgan, Taronia 
Also in that year, the Cultural Society of Haddoro Municipalities and Municipal Bodies held its Constituent Assembly in Bero. It now consists of 15 municipalities and/or Municipal Bodies representing 26 villages, and several other membership requests are being processed.

During that year’s celebrations all the municipalities tried to disseminate the process further and made another effort to gather data.
· 2014: The MTF met two more times to complete the final details in the compilation of the nomination file and convene the next meetings on:

· 11 January, Keiten, Taronia 
· 4 March, Antas, Keidas 
This nomination joint project has forged a very solid network of trans-Bessaoui haddoro communities. 
[Word count = 750]

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing and what form they take.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	In all three States, demonstrations and attestations were collected representing the three community pillars that perpetuate the element: institutions (at local or regional level); the network of societies (haddoro, neighbours, folklore or other types of societies); and the general population (members of the communities who bear the element speaking in a personal capacity). This arrangement is intended to ensure consistency with the approaches and goals described in the other sections. Bearing in mind the multinational nature of the nomination, all of the documents provided reflected and respect the administrative and associative specificities of each State while establishing an important qualitative balance in the documents appended to this file. Moreover, it should be noted that the 20 members, representing as many haddoro communities, who give opinions in the video should be considered as providing first-rate attestations since they conveyed their skills, experience and emotions without restraint. Their consent is obviously implicit in the fact that they voluntarily and enthusiastically helped draw up the nomination file.

KEIDAS:

· Declarations/Agreements from the Councils of the municipalities of Antas, Lendas and Mleko. 
· Letters from: Antas Haddoro Society, the Festivals Commission, the Antas community folklore group and the Bessaoui Cultural Centre.

· Personal letters from several bearers of the element.
· Letters from members of the Company of Horseback Guides.
TARONIA:
· Declaration/Agreement from the Regional Council.
· Agreements from the Councils of municipalities of Semdos, Tagoro, Kantu and Verdan. The content of these Declarations was arrived at through team work involving all the municipalities, which shows their total involvement and cooperation.

· Declaration from the Haddoro Cultural Society and Municipal Bodies of the Bessaoui region.

· Letters from: Various societies and/or groups involved in organizing and celebrating the festival.

· Personal letters from several bearers of the element.
ASTRALUDIA:
· Deliberation/Decision by the Community of Municipalities (which brings together eight municipalities from the sub-region).
· Deliberation/decision by the Municipal Council of Bordon. 
· Declaration by the Community of Municipalities of the Bero lower valley.
· Letters from Haddoro group members in 6 valleys.
[Word count = 343]

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.

If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	As stated in several sections, the harvest festivals in the Bessaoui range – the haddos – are open, public and inclusive celebrations in which there is no secrecy. The festivals are held in a welcoming and hospitable spirit that guarantees access to the element for all. The only restrictions that are applied in a few communes are intended to ensure participants’ safety and the smooth running of the celebrations. For example, in the case of nocturnal or difficult descents and/or for long descents from mountain tops to the village with heavy flaming torches on the back. The experience, age and stamina of the person are taken into account. For the last few years, some municipalities have shortened journeys or set up different starting points along the route so that everyone can take part irrespective of their physical condition or age. These adjustments have made it possible, for instance, for young children to participate and be initiated into the tradition. 
[Word count = 157]


	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as societies, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:

a. 
Name of the entity

b. 
Name and title of the contact person

c. 
Address

d. 
Telephone number

e. 
E-mail

f. 
Other relevant information

	KEIDAS 
Organization / community
Haddoro Society of Bordon 
Name and title of the contact person:

Mr. PPP, President

Address:

PPP

Telephone number:

PPP

E-mail address:

PPP

Organization / community

Festival Organizing Committee
Name and title of the contact person:

Ms. NNN, Coordinator
Address:

NNN

Telephone number:
NNN

E-mail address:
NNN

(More contacts for all three countries listed)



	5.
 Inclusion of the element in an inventory 

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

Indicate below when the element has been included in the inventory, its reference and identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate below that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with the Convention, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Documentary evidence shall also be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different. It may be complemented by a reference below to a functioning hyperlink through which such an inventory may be accessed, but the hyperlink alone is not sufficient.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Naturally, each of the three States has distinct procedures and inventories. In all, however, the element features in an ICH inventory as set out in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention and in keeping with the details below and the appended documents:
KEIDAS:
Instrument: General Heritage Inventory, Legal instrument 06/2003

The element has been included in it since June 2010 following the Order of 23-06-2010

Body in charge: Ministry of Culture, Department of Cultural Heritage

Community participation and updating: The communities participate in every stage of the process involving research, documentation, information and publication with the aim of inscribing it on the inventory.
Inscription on the General Inventory is not an end in itself; rather it is one stage in an open and continuous process that is fuelled permanently by research and documentation carried out with the community concerned. This process leads to regular updates.

Website: http://www.xxx
Click on: SSSS
TARONIA:

Instrument: Bessaoui Regional Heritage Catalogue, Legal instrument 3/1999.

Body in charge: Bessaoui Regional Government, Department of Education, Culture and Sports, Cultural Heritage directorate.

Community participation and updating: All inscriptions in the inventory involve the participation of the communities concerned. That is true for this element also. Haddoro communities prepared the basic documentation. This inventory is regularly updated with the participation of the communities concerned. That will also be the case for this element.

Website: www.yyy
ASTRALUDIA:

Instruments: Intangible Heritage Inventory, Republic of Astraludia. The element has been listed in it since 2014.

Body in charge: Ministry for Culture. Heritage Department.

Community participation and updating: Community participation is enshrined in the method and practices involved in these inventories. The inscription of the haddo bonfires in Lendas was a result of an initiative by the Town community, which produced the element file itself prior to inscription. These inventories follow open processes that can be continually updated, and always with the participation of the communities concerned.

Web sites:

For the Inventory of ICH in Astraludia:
http://www.ccc
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	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of concerned community is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audio-visual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	[15 bibliographical sources listed, with full references].


	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Keidas : 

Name:

Mr. ZZZ
Title:
Minister for Culture
Date:
18 February 2015 (revised version)
Signature:
<signed>
Taronia :

Name:

Mr. XXX

Title:

Director-General for Cultural Affairs

Date:

18 February 2015 (revised version)

Signature:

<signed>



	Astraludia :

Name:

Mr. YYY

Title:

Commissioner for Heritage Protection, Ministry of Culture

Date:

18 February 2015 (revised version)

Signature:

<signed>




FINAL HADDO HARVEST FESTIVALS NOMINATION

Letters of consent
N.B.: Given the large number of letters of consent, only two have been selected as samples for each of the three countries.

[English Translation]

HADDORO SOCIETY

Antas, Keidas 
August 27, 2014

Subject: Proceeding free, prior and informed consent to the nomination


The Haddoro Society, on behalf of all its members, has the pleasure of granting its free, prior and informed consent for the nomination of ‘the Harvest Festivals in the Bessaoui mountain range’ on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
We acknowledge that the Haddo Festival is a cultural practice that is shared with our sister communities in Taronia and Astraludia. We are glad that this nomination will help us to have closer ties with them.

Signed by

Alberto Level

Chairperson

Haddoro Society, Antas 
[English Translation]

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

Lendas, Keidas 
September 13, 2014

Subject: Confirming free, prior and informed consent to the nomination


The Municipal Council has been actively engaged in ensuring that the element is safeguarded in close cooperation with the Haddoro Societies in the region and the neighbouring countries. In some of our villages, it is the Mayor who lights the bonfire every year, which is a central element of the Haddo festival. I have, therefore, in my official capacity, been intimately involved in promoting this aspect of our heritage.

We are proud to be associated with this cultural initiative across our three countries and agree with this joint nomination of this important element.

Thus, the Municipal Council Lendas is pleased to grant its free, prior and informed consent for the nomination of ‘the Harvest Festivals in the Bessaoui mountain range’ on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
Signed by

Charles De Carlo

Mayor, Lendas 
Official stamp

[English Translation]

September 2, 2014

We, Haddoro group members in the Bero lower valley are proud that our traditional practice will be submitted for inscription to the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO.


We are especially happy that the recognition of our Haddo Festival will go hand in hand with recognition of the festivals across the borders in Taronia and Keidas. This will bring us together again as mountain communities in the Bessaoui.

We are ready to collaborate in implementing the activities to safeguard the Haddo festivals.

We confirm that we give our free, prior and informed consent for the nomination of ‘the Harvest Festivals in the Bessaoui mountain range’ on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
Signed


1. Jean-Luc Cassanova, Chairperson
2. Yvette Graindorge, Vice Chairperson

3. Colette de Lavelaye, Treasurer

[English Translation]

FREE AND INFORMED CONSENT TO THE NOMINATION

We, the members of the Haddoro Group in Mleko town, Bessaoui Region, Astraludia , as practitioners of the Haddo tradition, express our free, prior and informed consent to the potential inscription on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

We undertake to continue to practice our festivals responsibly and to safeguard it for future generations.

We appreciate the fact that this inscription will bring our three countries (Taronia, Astraludia and Keidas) together as well as the communities concerned.


	No
	Family name, surname birth
	Signature
	Date of Signature
	Address

	
	
	Signed
	
	

	
	
	Signed
	
	

	
	
	Signed
	
	

	
	
	Signed
	
	

	
	
	Signed
	
	

	
	
	Signed
	
	

	
	
	Signed
	
	

	
	
	Signed
	
	

	
	
	Signed
	
	

	
	
	Signed
	
	

	
	
	Signed
	
	

	
	
	Signed
	
	

	
	
	Signed
	
	

	
	
	Signed
	
	

	
	
	Signed
	
	


[English Translation]

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

Semdos, Taronia 
September 19, 2014

LETTER OF CONSENT FOR THE NOMINATION OF THE HADDO FESTIVALS


The Municipal Council of Semdos, in close collaboration with Tagoro, Kantu and Verdan and others in the region, hereby grant its free, prior and informed consent for the nomination of‘the Harvest Festivals in the Bessaoui mountain range’on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
We are pleased that this nomination recognizes the presence of the festivals in the two neighbouring countries of Keidas and Astraludia and that inscription of the Haddo festival will happen as a joint effort.

The nomination process has been driven by the Municipalities in close collaboration with the local population and the Haddoro societies. We believe that inscription will go a long way in preserving this important aspect of our heritage

We commit to allocating a budget specifically to organize the festivals and to support the Haddoro societies. We shall also continue to protect urban and rural cultural spaces in our municipality related to the festivals.

Signed by

Stefano De Vito

Mayor, Semdos 
Official seal
[English Translation]

Georges De Bras

Hill Street, 6,

Pentas 
Taronia 
September 29, 2014

Dear Sir

Re: Free, Prior and Informed Consent


I hereby certify that I have actively promoted and participated in all the activities leading to the assembly of the nomination dossier for inscription of the Haddo Festivals on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. I fully acknowledge these festivals as part of our local and national heritage.

As the most recently married man in my village, I was this year tasked with lighting the bonfire for the Haddo Festival. I attest to the truthfulness of the descriptive and qualitative information generated during the activities I attended.

I hereby grant my free, prior and informed consent for the nomination of ‘the Harvest Festivals in the Bessaoui mountain range on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

My relatives across the border in Keidas and Astraludia also have their Haddo Festivals, and I am grateful that this nomination and potential future inscription will be an opportunity for our large family to recollect stories about the Haddo across the mountain range.

Signed

Georges De Bras

Community Member

FINAL HADDO HARVEST FESTIVALS NOMINATION
Extracts from inventories

[English Translation]
THE REPUBLIC OF KEIDAS
MINISTRY OF CULTURE

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE

General Heritage Inventory - Legal Instrument 06/2003

Name of element: Haddo Festivals

Date of Inscription: June 2010 (Order 23/06/2010)

Description of the element

The haddos are ritualistic, cyclical celebrations practiced on the same night every year. It was originally a pagan celebration and was then adopted by Christians; it is now a collective festival that brings societies together while retaining its magical and symbolic atmosphere born of a blend of beliefs, customs and rituals. In readiness for nightfall, the communities use their traditional skills to make torches and bonfires. Once night falls these communities begin ritualistic processions that evoke strong feelings and emotions. Torches are carried from the top of the mountains, where a bonfire is lit, to a village – or just in a village –against a backdrop of high emotion and shouts, all the way to the big logs that have been prepared and raised aloft in the main square or that are raised up and then dragged through the streets by the whole population. These are then set on fire, and the flames begin spreading purifying, invigorating and fertilising goodness across the mountains, fields, villages and populations. The first descent is a special moment for young people, signifying the transition from adolescence to adulthood. There is also an emotional pause for introspection and thinking about friends who passed on. The celebrations also involve cultural spaces (such as parks and squares), communal meals and popular folklore. In the morning, people collect embers or ashes to protect their homes or gardens.
[English Translation]

REPUBLIC OF TARONIA
BESSAOUI REGIONAL GOVERNMENT

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORTS

CULTURAL HERITAGE DIRECTORATE

BESSAOUI REGIONAL HERITAGE CATALOGUE

LEGAL INSTRUMENT 3/1999

Year of Inventory: 

2011


Name of element: 

Haddo Festivals


Geographical location: 
Bessaoui, all valleys

Short Description

The haddos are ritualistic, cyclical celebrations practiced on the same night every year. It was originally a pagan celebration and was then adopted by Christians; it is now a collective festival that brings societies together while retaining its magical and symbolic atmosphere born of a blend of beliefs, customs and rituals. In readiness for nightfall the communities use their traditional skills to make torches and bonfires
Approved by

[Signed]

Director
Cultural Heritage Directorate

[English Translation]

THE REPUBLIC OF ASTRALUDIA
MINISTRY OF CULTURE- HERITAGE DEPARTMENT

THE INTANGIBLE HERITAGE INVENTORY

Date of inscription: 
2014

Name of the Element: 
Haddo Festivals in the Bessaoui region

Description of the element

The haddos are ritualistic, cyclical celebrations practiced on the same night every year. It was originally a pagan celebration and was then adopted by Christians; it is now a collective festival that brings societies together while retaining its magical and symbolic atmosphere born of a blend of beliefs, customs and rituals. The celebrations involve cultural spaces (such as parks and squares), communal meals and popular folklore.

Official stamp
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