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The Syria Trust for Development is a national
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development organisation leading social change on
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the ground in Syria. The Trust works hand in hand
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changes. This is in order to achieve its primary
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' the society as a whole. This?nakes any positive
change pursued and effected in societies have
double the impact. The Trust takes upon itself the
duty of revealing the best assets of those
individuals and societies it serves. It also

evaluates itself in view of the results it achieves.

Syria Trust for Development has dedicated
considerable attention to safeguarding the Syrian
Intangible Cultural Heritage, as manifested by
conducting training programs for a number of
young enthusiasts on Intangible Cultural Heritage
(ICH), its assessment, inventory, and
safeguarding, in collaboration with local

communities. The Trust has also conducted

various workshops for local communities in an

attempt to spread awareness around ICH.

One of the ICH elements that attracted a great
deal of effort and dedication from the Syria Trust
for Development is the Damask Rose, with all that
it represents as a national symbol and an
important component of the Syrian cultural
heritage, not to mention the positive social and
cultural impact it has on its carriers and
practitioners. A number of educational and

awareness workshops were conducted for
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' members of the local community at Al Marah

Village, accompanied by easy-payment small
loans for villagers and workers aiming at improving

means of production.

Based on the above, we would like to emphasize

the importance of registering the Damask Rose

and its associated practices on the UNESCO's List
\
of Human Cultural Heritage. Such enlisting will
have a great positive impact on various societies
and nations, and provide the needed momentum
for creativity, innovation, and development in fields
related to this element. Such enlisting will also
maintain the mission our rose has always fulfilled,

as a messenger of peace and love from Syria to

the world.

Thanks and best regards

Fares Kallas

Secretary General — Syria Trust for Development
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Syrian Arab Republic
Ministry of Agriculture And Agrarian Reform

Directorate of Planning and International

Cooperation
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Dear MR.Talal Mualla,

| Director of the Cultural Program at Syria Trust

|
‘ for Development

The Ministry of Agriculture And Agrarian Reform is
pleased to pass its best greetings, and take this
opportunity to respond to your message explaining
the wish of Rawafed Cultural Project to enlist
“Practices and Crafts Related to Damask Rose at

Al Marah Village” on the UNESCO’s

Representative List, requesting our approval to

carry on with the proceedings.

We are pleased to inform you that the Ministry of

Agriculture And Agrarian Reform approves the
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enlisting of the Intangible Cultural Heritage element

| Minister of Agriculture And Agrarian Reform .
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Agr.Eng Ahmad Fateh Al_Kadri
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Syrian Arab Republic

Ministry of Agriculture And Agrarian Reform

Directorate of Planning and International

Cooperation
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Recommendation Letter
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The Syrian Arab Republic is characterized by
diversity of its fauna and flora, rich of
indigenous and cultivated plants of different
benefits, medical, cosmetic and nutritious. The

local communities have social and ritual

relations with these plants.

As integrated role of the Ministry of Agriculture
in conserving the natural environment of the

country for achieving the sustainable

development, we seek to support all kinds of
plant production related closely to the local
community and on the top of the list is the

Damascene Rose which is considered an
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important example for the contribution of the
natural products in the development of the

human standards.

Thus, we would like through the Ministry of

Agriculture in the Syrian Arab Republic to
encourage the registration of the Damascus |

Rose which has been always connected closely

by its name to Damascus the city.

It is a damascene rose wherever is planted so
it has a high relative advantage. This plant is

an economic crop which contribute to GDP,

and at the same time it is an environment
friendly needs no chemicals, no large water
requirement, and highly resistant and tolerant
to the environmental hard conditions such as
drought, frost, and high calcium rate. It can
grow on a medium fertility land so its
production cost is low compared to its

productivity or yield.

The Damascus Rose is distinguished from the
modern varieties by its heavy blooming,

fragrance, and its high content of fragrant oil.

The damascene rose is very famous nowadays, {

Damascina, its shrubs spread over Bilad El shan
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' Ghota an::l i; considered a treasure in terms of g

and hybrids of roses.

The Ministry of Agriculture is greatly interested
in spreading and encouraging the cultivation of

this rose and investment of its products. It is

also very important to prepare the geographical |

locations and distribution map of Rosa
Damacina and its products for its human
importance and culture values and contribution
to desertification combat and expansion of the
green area since it is easy to grow even in the
hard conditions, besides its medical cosmetic

and nutritious benefits.

This plant is currently under long and detailed
researches by the General Organization of
Agriculture Scientific Research to achieve
medical results for the benefit of the whole

humanity.

Rosa Damacina is the message of Syria for
whole world to conserve their natural and

genetic reserve.

Minister of agriculture and Agrarian Reform
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Ref
Date :

Recommendation Letter

The Syrian Arab Republic is characterized by
diversity of its fauna and flora, rich of
indigenous and cultivated plants of different
benefits, medical, cosmetic and nutritious. The
local communities have social and ritual
relations with These plants.

Asintegrated role of the Ministry
Agriculture conserving the
environment of the country for achieving the
sustainable development, we seek to support all
kinds of plant production related closely to the
local community and on the top of the list is the
Damascene Rose which is considered an
important example for the contribution of the

of

in natural

natural products in the development of the
human standards.

Thus we would like through the Ministry of
Agriculture in the Syrian Arab Republic to
encourage the registration of the Damascene
Rose which has been always connected closely
by its name to Damascus the city. It is a
damascene rose wherever is planted so it has a
high relative advantage. This plant is an
economic crop which contribute to GDP, and at
the same time it is an environment friendly,
needs no chemicals, no large water
requirement, and highly resistant and tolerant
to the environmental hard conditions such as
drought, frost, and high calcium rate. It can
grow on a medium fertility land so its
production cost is low compared to its
productivity or yield.
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The Damascene Rose is distinguished from the
modern varieties by its heavy blooming,
fragrance, and its high content of fragrant oil.

The damascene rose is very famous nowadays
all over the world known by the name Rosa
Damasina, its shrubs spread over Bilad El
Cham (Levant) region especially in rural
Damascus and Ghota and is considered a
treasure in terms of genetic resources for
maintaining new varieties and hybrids of roses.
The Ministry of Agriculture is greatly
interested in spreading and encouraging the
cultivation of this rose and investment of its
products. It is also very important to prepare
the geographical locations and distribution
map of Rosa Damacina and its products for its
human importance and cultural values and
contribution to desertification combat and
expansion of the green area since it is easy to
grow even in the hard conditions, besides its
medical cosmetic and nutritious benefits.

This plant is currently under long and detailed
researches by the General Organization of
Agricultural Scientific Research to achieve
medical results for the benefit of the whole
humanity.

Rosa Damacina is the message of Syria for the
whole world to conserve their natural and
genetic reserve

Minister of Agriculture
and Agrarian Reform
Agr.Eng Ahmed FatehAl_kadri
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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC
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MINISTRY OF TOURISM

THE MINISTER

MR.Talal Mualla

Director of Rawafed Cultural Project

The Syrian Ministry of Tourism, in recognition of
the richness of the Syrian cultural heritage and its
role in enriching the Syrian cultural diversity and

diversity on a global level;

and in affirmation of the importance of preserving
cultural heritage and civilization of all nations;
whereas such heritage plays a major role in

propelling local production and supporting social

and economic development, which in turn fuels the
progress of humanity to a better future; we would ‘
like to reaffirm the importance of enlisting the |
Damask Rose along with its associated practices
and crafts at AL Marah Village as an element on

the UNESCO’s Representative List of Human

Heritage. Our support of enlisting this element
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7 stems from its positive value as a form of human
heritage, as well as the pivotal role it plays for the
local community at AL Marah Vilage, especially
with the strategic location of the village in terms of
logistics and ability to attract enthusiasts and
tourists from Syria and around the world. This
support also reflects the position of this element as

a cultural reserve for its carriers.

The Ministry of Tourism is committed to supporting
the development of Damask Rose practices at all
levels, in what supports sustainable development

of practising societies, locally and globally.

You are kindly requested to note our position on
this matter, and proceed with required steps to

enlist the tangible and intangible cultural element
pertaining to the “Practices and Crafts Related to

Damask Rose at Al Marah Village” on UNESCO’s

Representative List. The Ministry of Tourism will
be pleased to extend any required assistance in

this regard.

I
l Minister of Tourism

Eng. Boshr Riad Yazji
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Syrian Arab Republic

Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour
THE MINISTER

/2/451 3 sNumber: /36 (2/188) /

Date 6 / 2 / 2017
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To: Syria Trust for Development

In reflection to the Ministry’s mandate to support
and incubate societal initiatives and national
NGOs, especially in relation to activities and
practices that define social life in Syria, and
support the living memory of the country and its

cultural identity

and with the importance of social practices and
crafts related to the Damask Rose as an important
element of the Syrian cultural heritage, which
succeeded in attracting attention and efforts from
various national NGOs and societal initiatives that

focus on the cultural and enabling role it plays in
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its local communities, especially at AL Marah

Village in Rural Damascus, where these practices

and crafts play an important enabling role for rural
families, especially women, and a window to
further creativity and innovation, which gives this
element a humanitarian dimension and a social

role

The Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour reaffirms
the importance of enlisting the Damask Rose
along with its associated practices and crafts at AL
Marah Village as an element on the UNESCO’s
Representative List of Human Heritage, as a
pioneering example of heritage elements capable
of persevering and igniting creativity among
individuals and communities. We hope that this
step will attract more attention and support to this

important element.

Thanking you for your cooperation.

Minister of Social Affairs and Labour

Rimah Mohamad Roshdi Al Kadri
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MINISTRY OF CULTURE

REF:

DATE:

A 304

3210/ /342 43,0

2017 /1 /30 st

Dear sirs/madams of the Support Unit and the

Development of Cultural Heritage

In recognition of the importance of the Damask
Rose and its associated practices and crafts, and
the role it plays in the life of practising

communities;

Given the role this element plays in the livelihood
of practitioners at Al Marah Village, and the
influence it has on their cultural heritage,
manifested in songs and various practices that

support economic development in this area;

we hereby reaffirm the imporiance of enlisting
Damask Rose as an Intangible Cultural Heritage
element at the UNESCO, in order to extend the
experience pertaining to this element to other
nations in the world, and help them safeguard their
own resources and employ them in their cuitural
Thanking you for your and social aspects.

cooperation.

Minister of Culture
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Syrian Arab Republic
Ministry of Water Resources
No: 7713

Date: 12 / 2 / 2017
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Syria Trust for Development

' In line with our Ministry's efforts to reserve water
resources in Syria, and provision alternative
sources in these years of draught, in order to
provide for agricultural lands and maintain crops
and produce; and given the importance of the
Damask Rose and its associated practices in the
Syrian society, as a national symbol and a
messenger of peace and love from Syria to the
world; AL Marah Village has witnessed various
experimental projects that aim to preserve water
resources, including building natural reserve
collectors and establishing drip irrigation networks
in various fields. These efforts aimed to preserve
Damask Rose breeds in the village, given its
economic importance for the local community, and
the social, cultural, and aesthetic value it adds to

the area.
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Thus, we at the Ministry of Water Resources
would like to reaffirm the importance of enlisting
the Damask Rose and its associated practices and
' crafts on the UNESCO’s World Heritage List; as
an example for other societies to exploit their

natural resources and preserve them.

Minister of Water Resources

Eng. Nabel Al-Hasan
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Syrian Arab Republic
Ministry of Local Administration
Governorate of Rural Damascus
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In answer to your message registered under number
dated 26/1/2017, requesting our approval of ¢..359/
proceeding with procedures to enlist the intangible
cultural heritage element “Practices and Crafts Related
to Damask Rose at Al Marah Village” in the UNESCO's

Representative List

we would like to bring your attention to the

following :

The Govemorate of Rural Damascus supports
all efforts exerted by local communities to
improve their conditions and livelihood. We
facilitate events and festivals, and support the

sustainability of such practices.

Given the importance of the Damask Rose as
a national symbol and a cultural element in

Syria, we strive to be part of any events and

steps aiming at developing this element.

We have always supported the Harvest
Festival at Al Marah Village, which celebrates
rose harvesting in May of every year. Our
support for the festival include offering the
services of our heavy machinery and vehicles,
both during the festival and for the purposes of
Thanking you for your cooperation.

Governor of Rural Damascus

Eng. Alaa Monir Ibrahim

2007/1/26 75 ¢ .o/ 359 2l i) Jacual) 5 Uga
DAl eaie el Glehal JlSiul e dGdal il e pasy |
A A el 50,0y Aagiall cipally il jlal) ol S

Sl LN ASE e (2 al

o b O

sobaally dpeall poa o Blhan iy Aidlas s
OpanTy Lgadly kil Agdaall e Gaall e Ayl
Dldladll aead EBgudll piiy a4y gilune iy ks
dede Luslly lealsind o juailly Lol Slla el
Lo L Dasicy Uiy By Liind Ball 5,00 1585
Sipladlly Sbtedll apeny A 50RLN SHy K2 e Wil
o yeaiall 130 okity Aalwiall Loaglh

Ohages le p AS LA 350 Cayy Aiitae calie] G
WS ple S e Ul el A ply phall A A il
Sl das 8@l Gl g DA e acdll it} e
Taind o Ae )i ALl oy e seal) U 450
Sl 39300 3 gally Sl 25 ) Spaa gl oY)

« ot jlaall Al)iSU

e e i Loy el syl Al e 3855 lh e
B! 2y gy FF prain ZLall 8 B iljlas
Tz ey Apall) 53y Jomd il ey L tay Lualle
oY 2l Al il LA e lgles e e
celaaa Apad e Aula ) Sy Sl i
aliglad o SLG
ey ) Bdlaa

pslel sia $3 il




Syrian Arab Republic By gy iy e
Minist Wat

AN &/\\\(\ ol
2017 / < [\ gyt

Date: , /2017

detubuicicd! & 3 guatd) &l &

slawt sllol 2oy Apysult Bgasall Auyspantt B AU 3,1e8 EINGul dudiTy Lyl Jee slla) B
e B! (ghilala (e Rust )3 bl Sle jliuve Cneliy Chlind Coias B 351g81 ot} Ay Jolo
L 5508 Aasd (o Slusles (o les dadisg Loy Rualdlt 5a50M1 dlish & 18ady  uetslly ol
Oon hactalt 158 AayB L oyl D Hlal) Auomey Sk Ay Liidng 130 Laybiioly sl peindt
Baily duade dlolisl Slije ajlie delBls AW 59,301 Gl dolantt Aselall aaylilly olodlt
L Apeltt 33300 A olo Slimd! o B 11 Sy Jodnd) O dactall B dagGiitly @ 88 SISud

. Adlatell AALEY ) Ao laint Rah (oo duiiad Loy TAM g G3LalBl ile JKIT Lg3gSy Ay yal
(o0 A3 dadipaleg Agald) Bay60 aie Juoud Ased! oo USE AW AyMel By3 . LOE Adey
(5 BTN S 2 Olacionell Yo (550 oS! Aaliie 2. LY ST A0 le Slules

e Jdlantly dmodall B3)1ge

awill aslgd) pa39 i
Outdd] Jated il



Ly uall A pall 4 ) seaall

/QQA Lagll g Adaall 5 a5
=8) PSR
M‘! <R eq

N g M

L

daamll Ay gudl LY )

el ) JuaSind e 438 gall Calla ya guais Yo WY/ /YT Gl g a/T0 a8l Ll Jaasall 2T Ul g
Al e (2 el &y 8 8 Aualal 55 5l Aasiyall i jall g il jlaall) (salad) LHEN i) esie Jiaad
S 83

e TR YTy

9 lerdly ekl Aladl Claciaddl (8 (e & ghall eluddl 5 3geall aon o (Bdan iy ) dadlas Joad -
le piadll 5 Aalill Gl jeall 5 el apand COlgul i o 685 g lgiduna gyl (ppeand
lgale Bliall g Lgalaiul
ol oy 3S iy JS g Ui Ty 5 g il Tpumie il 505 s Al 22,00 005
il 138y ghay Aalaial) Apdaiil) o paall
O Dbl gl b alGall g 1 pall Ay B 8 Caldall o e Ale 5 AS HLA) (Baied iy ) Adailae caalic ] Cua
Al LB 5 Ol gl #1304y 30 Ml dads i Ll ol o5 DA (e pe ) il e LS Gle (S
- Comnsbaall 21 A Jaadl 393 50y B2 gl 5 Juadl 2153 ) g sl pual )1 Sl f Ao 30
G g puaiaS el 4y 58 5 il jlae a Lo T s Lag Apaliall 3351t Apaal Jle 50 Ll ale
A1aal A e il jlan (o Lo Jaii g Loy Aualal 83 5 5l i aaniil Uindyy Lo 138 5 lle 328y oy
Cslaaa Ayl e Aplao W1 LgilulSaty S gl i il S jall dalal

d P - P \ 2
J.u.) %J L.».;‘ e
vd a ~
pnl | e e gl (;%/}"



Syrian Crafts Company

Number: SH-FF-17020

Date 24/01/2017

A Statement on Damask Rose
Pursuant to the Syrian Crafts Company’s
objectives in supporting and developing
traditional crafts and other elements of the
Syrian heritage;
whereas the Damask Rose and its
associated practices represent a valuable

and living component of the Syrian cultural

heritage, especially with their social and
cultural values, as well as the nutritional,
medical, and cultural value of products
coming out of these practices; the
company has worked on modernizing
marketing and presentation practices of

Damask Rose products, in order to fit

modern standards and find its way to
international markets. In line with our
efforts to support this element, we have

worked hand in hand with practitioners and
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carriers to assure reaching the desired

| outcomes in placing Damask Rose cayall 4) 4l 45530
products among their counterparts around Ol Lulaa i)
the world. A g8 gl

' based on the above, we reaffirm our
support and encouragement to all efforts
aiming at registering the Damask Rose
and its associated practices on the
UNESCO’s Representative List of Human

Heritage, which is bound to leave positive

impact on this practice, in the form of
promoting new ideas and creating new
products, offering additional job

opportunities to local communities.

Syrian Crafts Company
Chairman

Eng. Fadi Farah
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carriers to assure reaching the desired
outcomes in placing Damask Rose
products among their counterparts around
the world.

based on the above, we reaffirm our
support and encouragement to all efforts
aiming at registering the Damask Rose
and its associated practices on the
UNESCO’s Representative List of Human
Heritage, which is bound to leave positive
impact on this practice, in the form of
promoting new ideas and creating new
products, offering additional job -

opportunities to local communiiti-e;s.
Syrian Crafts Compayty

Chairman

Eng. Fadi Farah

Syrian Arab Republic

Environmental Protection & Sustainable

Development Society

Declared by dee. No 1957 2002
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Damascus Al-Maysatt square,
Al-Badrya School Dome

P.O Box 33717 fax 4461281

Tel: 446122 - 4461282

T - 5

4461281 _sd 33717 ta s

E-Mail: env-pro@sec—net.org

Website: www.env-pro.org
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To: Syria Trust for DeTe;opment
Greetings,
Syria is a diverse country in terms of geography
and environment, which lays the ground for a
unique position for Syria among other nations. The
diverse climate, coupled with varied soil types and
adequate rain, enriches floral diversity in the
country, giving rise to a wide variety of crafts and
traditions relevant to floral resources, such as
alternative medicine practices.
An important type of shrubs in Syria is the Damask
Rose, a widely spread plant valued for its beauty,
as well as its medical and skin care qualities. The
shrub is also valued for its ability to purify air and
beautify landscapes. It also helps combating

desertification, given its ability to grow under dire
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' conditions and little rain, preventing soil erosion at
the same time.
Thus, and in reflection of our objectives in
spreading awareness and provoking public interest
around environmental issues, pollution, and
resources preservation;
| and in line with our efforts to coordinate and
collaborate with various ministries and competent
authorities in the environment domain, as well as
environmental NGOs, with which we strive to
network with and exchange experience and
knowledge,

especially in terms of conducting forums, seminars,

' and lectures, and publishing papers in
collaboration with local experts;
we would like to reaffirm the importance of
registering the Damask Rose and its associated
| practices at Al Marah Village on the World
Heritage List at the UNESCO, hoping that this step
would make this element an example for other
countries equally rich in natural resources, and
help exchange experience relevant to this rose
and its associated practices.

The Society would like to take this opportunity

to pass its best greetings. Thank you for your
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| collaboration. President of the Society for
Environmental Protection and Sustainable

Development

Dr. Eng. Yahia Awedah
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“::ollaboAration. President of the Society for
Environmental Protection and Sustainable
Development

Dr. Eng. Yahia Awedah

Syrian Arab Republic

Civil Syria Society

The Civil Syria Society is an intellectual social
development society that aims to build a better
future in Syria, by means of enhancing active
citizenship. Intangible cultural heritage is an
integral component in all societies and
communities that enhance the sentiments of pride
and belonging.

In line with the goals of our Society in terms of
safeguarding and sustaining Syrian intangible
cultural heritage, and given the Damask Rose
position as an important component of this
heritage, and a symbol of the Syrian society, in
addition to its role as a driver of sustainable
development and promoter of creativity in

exploiting natural resources to serve humanity;
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and given the positive values and numerous
benefits associated with the Damask Rose; we
would like to reaffirm the importance of registering

Civil Syria Society

Damascus | /2 /2017

Rawafed: The Cultural Project at Syria Trust for

Development

We are a group of individuals expert on the the

2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the

Intangible Cultural Heritage, especially in terms of
‘ safeguarding ICH elements and nominating them,
' with the aim of sustaining these elements among
’ their carriers, and enhancing mutual respect
among all practising communities.
At Rawafed, the cultural project at Syria Trust for
Development, we have worked since 2{i(}7 1o
promote awareness around this mattar, by means
of various projects inctuding workshops and
publishing a collection of documentary books in
collaboration withr state entities such as ministries
and educat@ institutions. In this context, we

have conducted various workshops and seminars

with the goal of introducing the 2003 convention to
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and given the positive values and numerous
benefits associated with the Damask Rose; we
would like to reaffirm the importance of registering

Civil Syria Society

Damascus 1 /2 /2017
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Rawafed: The Cultural Project at Syria Trust for

Development

We are a group of individuals expert on the the
2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage, especially in terms of
safeguarding ICH elements and nominating them,
with the aim of sustaining these elements among
their carriers, and enhancing mutual respect
among all practising communities.

At Rawafed, the cultural project at Syria Trust for
Development, we have worked since 2007 to
promote awareness around this matter, by means
of various projects including workshops and
publishing a collection of documentary books in
collaboration with state entities such as ministries
and educational institutions. In this context, we
have conducted various workshops and seminars

with the goal of introducing the 2003 convention to
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| the local community at Al Marah Village,
encouraging them to present information on the
Damask Rose and its associated practices in order
to nominate it as an element on the World
Heritage List published by UNESCO. Thus, we
would like to reaffirm the importance of registering
the element of Damask Rose and its associated
practices on the World Heritage List, given the
positive impact it has on carrier communities and
the great cultural and social values it carries, in
addition to its role in sustainable development and
environmental protection.

Talal Mualla

Reem Ibrahim

Razan Al-Mahameed

Shireen Naddaf

Roula Akili

Rafeef Mahmoud

| Walid Sawwan

Lujain Saleh

Ammar Hassan

Hazar Al- Ahmar

Dina Hasan
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We, the undersigned, apothecaries and apothecary
practitioners at the Bzouryeh Souq in old
Damascus, hereby express our recognition of the
importance of the Damask Rose in our daily and
professional lives, as well as in the commercial
dynamics in our market, given the great medical

and skin care values it carries.

We hereby affirm the importance of enlisting the
Damask Rose on the World Heritage List in order
to spread the word about this practice and its

importance.

Tarek Mohamad Al-ouaf
apothecary practitioner- Bzouryeh Souq in

old Damascus

Saeed Mohamad Al-Bizrah
apothecary practitioner- Bzouryeh Souq in

| old Damascus
Khalid Barodi
Adb Almoniem Bitar

Mohamad Nader Darkal

T

o8 5t gl ) g slaally g Uaell olinl ) gad pall Has
AL 83y gl Aaaly o i Ll ey A4y 5l (5 pul)
ALl e Lago T 5o US55 5 LS Agalall SLiall y e ol Uil 8
Ale dhaady dpda 2l e Led Loy Sl piand | 3 5l

e el 5 ) gl o3a S daal 05 0 i) 13y iy
Lenaals Lo gl g Ldle oy 8 alladl SLED 24 5301 A3

|

Qs Bam Jady ytae ge cagall deas 35l
Al (38503 = Byl Bpms g b 550 tane s |
Sk Al
e paiall 2o

IS0 ol 2asa




I, Eng. Mohamad Al-Shaabany, President of the

Syrian Nurseries and Flowers Producers and

Exporters at the Farmers Groups Association of the |

Damascus Chamber of Agriculture,

hereby express my support to registering the
Damask Rose on the World Heritage List at the
UNESCO, given the value of this element as a
national symbol and a cultural component that
carries social importance with historical
dimensions. This element has been present in all
historical stages of our civilization, and has always
represented human feelings and interactions in

happiness and sadness alike.

| believe that with its important economic role, the
Damask Rose can be even more valuable than gold
and oil. It is indeed a messenger of love and peace
among nations, and a representation of the
message Syria wants to deliver to other nations

around the world, a message of hope in peace and

' the return of safety and security to our country.

Eng. Mohamad Al-Shaabany
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I, the undersigned, Ameen Hamzah Al-Bitar, born
in 1935. | work in cultivating the Damask Rose at Al
Marah Village in the Nabk District of Rural

Damascus Governorate. | also work using primitive

means to produce products from this rose.

We have established a farmers association named
the Damask Rose, a member of the General Union |

of Peasants in Syria.

We hope to see the Damask Rose registered on
the World Heritage List, given what it represents as
a component of our national identity and heritage,

in addition to its medical and skin care values.

We hope to see our Damask Rose an ambassador

of our nation to the world.

Ameen Hamzah Al-Bitar
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[, the undersigned, Madian Ameen Al-Bitar, born in

Al Marah Village in 1968,

President of Al Marah Society for the Revival and

Development of Damask Rose,

I, along with my whole family, work in the
cultivation of Damask Rose and production of its
relevant products, in addition to being government
We hope to see the Damask Rose employees
registered on the World Heritage List, given what it
represents as a component of our national identity
and heritage, in addition to its medical and skin

care values.

We hope to see the fragrance of our Damask Rose
become a messenger of peace from us to the

world.

Thank you

Madian Ameen Al-Bitar
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I, the undersigned, Mohamad Jamal Abdo Abbas,
born in 1961, from Al Marah Village, have been

planting the Damask Rose in my farm for my whole

life. | have inherited this farm from my
grandparents, and | hope to preserve it for my
grandchildren. | believe that the Damask Rose
carries an important national, cultural, and
economic value. It also represents my village, and |
hope it will reach the whole world and become a

component of world heritage.

Mohamad Jamal Abdo Abbas
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—
| We the villagers of Al Marah in Rural Damascus,
hereby acknowledge and affirm that we practice

planting and harvesting the Damask Rose, and

consider this practice an integral part of our
cultural heritage and national identity. We hereby
recognize without pressure or persuasion that we
are responsible for safeguarding this rose and its

associated practices and medical and nutritional
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Name Age | Date - gl | gl aal !

Signature |
Bassam Abd-Alsalam 62 10/05/2016 | 2016/5/10 62 | ey o3l e ol
Bitar
Hamzah Ameen Al- 42 10/05/2016 2016/5/10 42 sl aal 3 3ea
Bitar \
| __ l
Mohamad Jamal Abdo | 54 10/05/2016 2016/5/10 54 | e Jlaa deas
!

Abbas ‘ | e
Amjad Soubhi Hafez 20 10/05/2016 2016/5/10 20| Lis e sadl
Mahmoud Mohamad 22 10/05/2016 2016/5/10 22 Ldla 2en0 3 gana
Hafez |
Mohamad Hasan Bakir | 73 10/05/2016 2016/5/10 | 73 PN NERPEO)
Fatimah Mohamad 37 10/05/2016 2016/5/10 37 L e dabld
Bakir
Wajiha Rislan Hafez 30 11/05/2016 2016/5/10 30 Lila ey Laay




Rayya Al-Bitar 68 11/05/2016 10/5/2016 68 Sl b,
Souaad Karaker 66 11/05/2016 10/5/2016 66 SIS Al
Yasmin Ebrahim 33 11/05/2016 10/5/2016 33 | At pedy dales
Nazira Anka (housewife | 31 11/05/2016 10/5/2016 31| e s e Juady,
Mohamad Jamal Abdo ‘ 54 11/05/2016 10/5/2016 54 Jax dasa g ) e
Abbas (farmer) e sue
Qusai Mohamad Jamal | 19 11/05/2016 10/5/2016 19 Jhea 2o oal
Abbas e

Do 132 Y e el yriad Al Al 8o ol el g Ao ) 3 Uil jlaay b yindy Sy BEas iy o Aad ]l 2l 4 8 el s
s 0 Aiae y dde Siladie U e LBy Leg 3350 s ygea ey peeall Uh piad g LaS ol Ak gl Ay gl SLEN ) 5

Jual ol i
Name Age | Date - gll ‘ &l sl Y
Signature ‘
| S _
Jihan Hafez 20 | 11/5/2016 2016/5/11 20| Ll
Khadijah Hafez ‘ 17 } 11/05/2016 2016/5/11 17 Lila daaa
|
Reem Hafez 16 11/05/2016 2016/5/11 16 Ldla o)y
| , i _
Nabila Hafez 20 11/05/2016 2016/5/11 20 ’ Ladla b
I t
Husain Hafez 35 11/05/2016 2016/5/11 35 BELIENRTIVEN
Abdo Hafez 21 11/05/2016 2016/5/11 21 bila yue
| ,
Mohamad Hafez 45 11/05/2016 2016/5/11 ’ 45 Lila 2eaa
Faisal Nassif 48 11/05/2016 2016/5/11 ‘ 48 aali Joad




Lawyer Samer Al-Bitar 40 11/05/2016

Taleb Louai Abbas 17 11/05/2016
Veterinary Ibrahim 24 11/05/2016
Abbas

Rislan Hafez 12 11/05/2016

Ghona Hafez 7 | 11/05/2016

= 7

We the undersigned, members of Al Marah Society

for the Revival and Development of Damask Rose,

undertake to work on planting Damask Rose
shrubs, and developing associated practices and
crafts. In this context, we work on expanding lands
cultivated with the Damask Rose, and developing
this industry by spreading awareness and
supporting farmers who carry this element, by
means of provisioning modern agricultural
practices, including drip and complimentary
irrigation techniques. These efforts come in
recognition of the Damask Rose as a national
symbol of Syria and an integral component of the

region’s cultural heritage.
Members of Al Marah Society
Majidah Al-Bitar

Hamzah Ameen Al-Bitar
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" Sharif Hikmat Bakeer
' Mahmoud Hikmat Bakeer
Mohamad Jamal Abbas
Soubhi Abbas

Majid Bakeer

Hikmat Dari

Ramia Rumieh

Samir Al-Bitar

Yasmin Ibtahim

Yaseen lbrahim

Basel Al-Bitar
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I, the undersigned, Fadi Atieh, Director of Sulhi Al

Wadi Musical Institute
at the Ministry of Culture, Syria;

on behalf of Syrian musicians, call for the
registration of Damask Rose on the World Heritage
List at the UNESCO. The Damask Rose is national
symbol of Syria, and a recurrent theme in Syrian
traditional and contemporary music. It represents
a valuable element for Syrian musicians and

Syrians in general, as an important component of
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our heritage and artistic traditions, not to mention
its viability as an economic driver and means of
livelihood for practising communities. The Damask
Rose is also a social symbol and integral
component of traditional culture, as it represents
love and compassion, and form the most elegant

of gifts.
Director of Sulhi Al Wadi Musical Institute

Fadi Atieh
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