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*Missing numbers are the intangible cuftural heritages, revoked or integrated to similar heritages.

*Descriptions on the national intangible cultural heritages have been uploaded on the official

website of the Cultural Heritage Administration in Korean only. It is for that reason that the

description of the element (Ssireum) is translated in English and attached at the end of this file.

| Jansu, Gurye)

Association

Category 1: Traditional Performing Arts
Designation | Name : Specific Region | Communities/individuals ]
No. {f any) (managed by state) B
1 JongmyoJeryeak (Royal | seqyl JongmyoJeryeak Safeguarding Association
Ancestral Ritual Music in the e 9 i
____— Jongmyo Shrine) a )
YangjuByeolsandaeNori G » YanajuBveolsadaeNori S :
2 (Mask Dance Drama of yeonggi-do anth:| )-(eosa aeNori afeguarding
Yangju) ‘ Association
www.sandae.com ‘
- Pansori (Epic Chant) | Individuals ﬁ
: | TongyeongOgwangdae Gyeongsangnam- | TongyeongOgwangdae Safeguarding |
(Mask Dance Drama of e . . .g NG TR
Tongyeong) do Association
7 www.okwangdae.orkr l
~ | GoseongOgwangdae (Mask | Gyeo nam- | GoseongOgwangdae Safeguardi
4 Dance Drama of Goseong) yeongsang ] g gwang aleguarding
do Association
| www.ogwangdae.or.kr
1-1 JinjuSamcheonpoNongak Gyeongsangnam- | JinjuSamcheonpoNongak  Safeguardin
! (Farmers' Performance of aeongang . . =F as guarding
Samcheonpo, Jinju) do Association
- www.nongak.orkr :
11-2 PyeongtaekNongak Gyeonggi-do PyeongtaekNongak Safeguarding |
{Farmers’ Performance of =1 ‘
Pyeongtaek) \ Association |
| www.ptnongak.or.kr i
IiNongak Farmers’ w— : i ot =
11-3 | Perfoornug'naance of Ir) ( ers’ | Jeollabuk-do IEN_c)ﬁ?aE Eafeguardmg Assocﬁnatvon ,
14 | GangneungNongak Gangwon-do | GangneungNongak Saf din
! (Farmers' Performance of i ng. -ng . aleguarding
Gangneung) Association
www.gnnongak.or.kr ,
11- | ImsilPilbongNongak " | Jeollabuk-do | ImsilPi i |
1 Jeollabuk-do ImsilPilbongNongak Safeguard
s I(Farmers' Performance of ! ' L. il ks
' Pilbong, Imsil) Association
www.pilbong.co.kr
11-6 g;gf‘r’ne:fa:s“g:ggfrzam " Jeollanam-do GuryeJansuNongakSafeguarding



| JinjuGeommusSafeguarding Association

12
1 of Jinju)
do -
15 ?L%‘?eomiila"'g:#cr: of Seoul Bunch'eo.ngSajaNoreum Safeguarding
| Bukcheong) Association = |
16 GeomungoSanjo (Free-style = gaqy| Individuals
| Geomungo Solo Music) | """ | .
7 BongsanTalchum ~ (Mask | geoy BongsanTalchum Safeguardin
1 Dance Drama of Bongsan) g. . guarding
Association
B . www.bongsantal.com )
18 DongnaeYaryu (Mask Dance | psan DongnaeYaryu Safeguarding Association
Drama of Dongnae) o0 ryu “ E i
| www.pusanminsok.or.kr
19 SeonsoriSantaryeong  (Folk | o0y SeonsoriSantaryeon Safeguardi
Song of the Mountain . L. ryeong e
Performed in a Standing Association
" | Position) —
20 DaegeumJeongak (Classical | geqy| Individuals
Daegeum SoloMusic) | ] —
23 GayageumSanjo and Individuals
Bysongchang (Free-style
Gayageum Solo and Music | “
| and Singing)
27 Seungmu(Monk's dance) Gyeonggi-do Individuals
19 SeodoSori (Folk Song of the Individuals .
Western Provinces) = s
30 Gagok (Lyric Song Cycles Individuals
Accompanied by an
_Orchestra) | —_ S
| GangnyeongTalchum (Mask :
34 Seoul GangryeongTalchumSafeguardin
Dance Drama of ng.y' 2 9 0
Gangnyeong) Association
www.gangryeong.com
39 Cheoyongmu  (Dance  of | gaoy CheoyongmuSafeguarding Association
| Cheoyong) | -
40 tgrg‘;mg‘gang:"”:nﬂg‘ﬁs Seoul HakYe.on'hwadaeHapseolmuSafeguarding
Flower Dance) 1 Assocnatlo_n_ B
41 Gasa (Namalive-Song) | Seoul Individuals
43 ' g‘;’a&’;%"gf‘(g;\;”eg:ﬂgf;sk Dance | gysan SuyeongYaryuSe.lfeguarding Association
_| www.suyeongminsok.orkr
45 DaegeumSanjo (Free-style Individuals
_| Daegeum SoloMusic) | — e - =
| 46 (P(';‘";:;gak Pei]r?d SD:SC'“‘:D‘S Seoul PiriJeo'ng.ak and DaechwitaSafeguarding
l | Military Band Music) | Association _
49 SongpaSandaeNori  (Mask | 5o SongpaSandaeNoriSafeguardin
| Dance Drama of Songpa) gF.> ) >aleg e
: 7 i ) I  Association |
' 51 ' :oa—r}’;glode“'me(':a”"“ $ | Jeollanam-do NadodeulNoraeSafeguarding Association
57 | GyeonggiMinyo (Folk Song | Gyeonggi-do | Individuals N R

of Gyeongai Area)




| EunyulTalchum (Mask Dance

{‘61 Drama of Eunyul) Incheon EunyulTalchumSafeguarding Association
1 ) www.eunyul.com
69 HahoeByeolsingutTallori k- | Hah ; Hori :
(Mask, Davice Drema of Gyeongsangbu a o?B)-/eolmgutTa loriSafeguarding
Hahoe) do Association
L www.hahoemask.co.kr
73 GasanOgwangdae (Mask G - | Gasan daeSaf :
Deinice Dregha of Gasan) yeongsangnam asanOgwangdaeSafeguarding
do Association
—— . - www.gsokwanqdae.cgm
79 Baltal (Foot Mask Theater) Individuals - -
81 ‘glg‘;"gi?:gsjgi (Dasiraegi eroillanam-do JindoDa‘sriraegiijegiuiarding Association |
83-1 GuryeHyangjeJuipungnyu Jeoflanam-d GuryeHyangjeJul f [
(String Ensemble of Gurye) eolla o ury ‘ )iangJeJu pungnyuSafeguarding
) Association
. IriHyangjeJulpungnyu (String [ -~ : Eal .
83-2 Ersembis of I Jeollabuk-do IrlHyang?eJu pungnyuSafeguarding
e | Association -
84-1 ggsge%?ggggyn‘;) (Farmers’ | Gangwon-d0 GoseongNongyoSafeguarding Association |
B WWW.nongyo.com |
| 84-2 2;9;’2:220“9’“!'83::’?"'0"952; Gyeongsangbuk- Yeche?nTongmyeongNongyoSafeguarding
Tongmyeong, Yecheon) do Association
92 Taepyeongmu (Dance of Individuals
Peace) o | —
95 jgjﬂ;"”w (Folk Song of | jjii-do JejuMinyoSafeguarding Association
97 Salpurichum ~ (Exorcism | - Individuals 7
| Dance) i
129 “ Arirang (Korean folk song) Korean People

Category 2: Traditional Craftmanship

[Designation Name rSpeciﬁc Region(If any) | Communities/individuals
No. . (managed by state)
4 Gannil (Horsehair Hat Individuals
. Making) o . ——
10 Najeonjang  (Mother-of-pearl Individuals
L Inlaying) = ‘
14 HansanMosiJjagi (Fine Ramie | chyngcheongnam-do | Individuals Z
| | Weaving of Hansan) i —
L 22 B .Ih:r?peti::?jang (Decorative LGﬁyeonggi-do Individuals
28 NajuS_aetgollal. (Cotton | jeollanam-do Individuals
7 Weaving of Naju) | o - ‘
31 - Nakjukjang (Bamboo | jejianam-do Individuals ]
L Fyrography) . - = i
3 GoksgongDoIsnllai (Hemp | jopllanam-do Individuals
L Weaving of Gokseong) ~ —




35 | Jogakjang (Metal Engraving) | seoy Individuals
a2 | Akgijang (Musical Instrument Individuals 1
‘ B Making) ! =
47 \ Gungsijang (Bow and Amrow ‘ Individuals
*Maklng) e
48 Dancheongjang (Ornamental Individuals
L Painting) —— ,
‘ 53 Chaesangjang (Bamboo | jeqllanam-do Individuals
|~ Case Weaving) , —
| 55 S‘;"Ezgllang (Wood Furniture \ Gyeonggi-do B “In—di\—/iduals -
| 60 f(?l?fgedﬂ:l?i?lg) @t“i"ieﬂw Jeollanaz-do | Individuals o
64 Duseokjang (Metal Craft) | Individuals
& BaekdongYeonjukjang | Jeollabuk-d [ndividaals
5 (Nickel-Copper Pipe Making) | eollabuk-do | Individuals o
Manggeonjang  (Horsehair | jqr,,. ividual
| 66 | Hesdband Making) Jeju-do ' Individuals |
67 Tanggeonjang (Horsehair Hat | Jeju-do Individuals
— . Making) I _
74 ' Daemokjang (Traditional | Individual
. Wooden Architecture) . et
77 ] Yugijang (Brassware Making) | Gyeonggi-do Individuals
78 |lpsajang  (Silver or Gold | gaoy I Thawdials.
L . Inlaying) — = -
80 Jasujang (Embroidery) | Individuals
87 MyeongjuJjagi (Silk Weaving) | Gyeongsanbuk-do Doosansonmyeongju
Safeguarding
B - Association
89 Chimseonjang (Needlewark) ' Seoul Indiwduals -
|91 l rJewa]ang (Roof Tile Making) | Jeollanam-do T lndlvuduals
T 93 ’ :i;o'gtncg;giang (QU'VB" l Gyeongsanbuk-do | ' Individuals
I 96 Onggijang (Earthenware | Individuals
Making) , ! . =
99 Sobanjang  (Tray-table | Individuals
| Making) I | (| l ,
100 Okjang (Jade Craft) ' Jeollanam-do ' Individuals |
i |"GeumsokHwaljajang (Metaleh h buk-d -'1 ividual
l 101 | Movable Type Making) . ungcheongbuk-do } ndivi U,al |
102 Baecheopjang (Mounting)
103 ' Wanchojang (Sedge | 1ncheon o [Indl—deuals
‘ . Weavin = -
105 Sagijang (Ceramic Making) Gyeongsangbuk-do Individuals
106 | | Gakjajang (Calligraphic | seqy Individuals
S (Engraving) T | |
107 |"Nubijang (Quilting) Geyongsangbukdo | Individuals |
108 | Mokjogakjang (Wood Individuals '

| Sculpture}




| 109 Hwagakjang  (Ox  Horn | geqy| Individuals

. | Inlaying) y - et == == -
110 Yundojang  (Geomantic | jeollabuk-do Individuals
. | akin
| Compass Making) | : 1 _—
112 ' Jucheoljang (Casting) Chungcheongbuk-do Individuals
113 Chiljang (Lacquerware | geqy| Individuals
| Making) _ i | -
114 Yeomjang (Bamboo Blind | Gyeongsangnam-do Individuals
—— Making) , - -
118 Yeomsaekjang (Natural | jeojlanam-do Individuals
! Dyeing) —
116 Hwahyejang (Shoe Making) | seoul Individuals
117 Hanjijang (Korean Paper Individuals
| Making) I .
118  Bulhwajang (Buddhist | Gyeonggi-do Individuals
. Panting) = . ]
119 Geumbakjang  (Gold Leal | Gyeonggi-do Individuals |
' | Imprinting) B R ,
120 | Seckjang (Stone Masonry) | Gyeonggi-do | Individuals
121 Beonwajang (Tile Roofing) | sequ Individuals
124 GungjungChaehwa  (Royal | Gveonasangnam-do ndiidual '
Silk Flower Making) yEONEang L naividuals
128 | Seonjajang (Fan Making) Jeollabuk-do ' Individuals

Category 3: Traditional Social Practices

' Designatio ‘ Name : Specific Rgion(lf— V|.Eommunities/in&viduals
' n No. ‘ | any) | (managed by state)

ik (Royal Culinary Art of the

‘ 38 JoseonWangjoGungjungEums wrSeoul lodividuale
| Joseon Dynasty) |

86-1 | Munbaeju (Munbaeju Liquor) | geq \tridividuals
| i _ = - T 4 —
86-2 MyeoncheonDugyeonju Chungcheon MyeoncheonD j
(Dugyeoniu Liquor of ung gna : yeonc! t?on ugyeonjuSafeguard
- Myeoncheon) l m-do | ing Association
86-3 Gyeongjugyodongbeopju(Bre | Gyeongsangbuk- ' Individuals
‘ wed wine made by Mr. choi's
‘ house) ~do
| 130 Jeda (Tea Making) | | Korean People

Category 4: Traditional Rituals

D_esiginazi | Name " Specific | Communitiesﬁndividugls
onNo. | - Region(If any) (managed by state)
9 EunsanByeolsinje ' Chungcheongn | EunsanByeolsinjeSafeguardin
| (Vilage = Ritual  of it niyeoisinjesateguarding
| Eunsan) ' am-do | Association




' Yeongsanjae

50 : Seoul YeongsanjaeSafeguarding Association
(Celebration of
Buddha's Sermon on www.bongwontemple.orkr
Vulture Peak Mountain)
- JongmyoJerye  (Royal | a0y JongmyoJeryeSafeguardin iati
%6 Ancestral Ritual in the . | ong‘y yesateguarding Association
| Jongmyo Shrine) | wwwjongmyo.net )
70 YangjuSonorigut Gyeonggi-do YangjuSonorigutSafequarding Association
(Shamanic Ox yeongg 9 9 9 g
Performance of Yangju) www.sonory.com N
71 Jejuchilmeoridanggui(Fi | jejy-do JejuchilmearidanggutSafeguarding
shing village's shaman L
ritual) Association -
72 legﬁjri%izlttigl:\nglgitual of Jeollanam-do | JindoSsitgimgutSafeguarding Association
Jindo) —
82-1 DonghaeanByeolsingut | g;can DonghaeanByeolsingutSafeguardin
(Vilage Ritual of the SO e TERwcing
| East Coast) | Association Bl
82-2 SeohaeanBaeyeonsingu | jncheon SeohaeanyeonsingutmitDaedonggutSafe
t and Daedonggut . i
(Fishing Ritual of the guarding Association a‘
West Coast) www.mudang.org
82-3 ‘évoig?Tgbezteicglon;)f(T\tli\?igg Jeollabuk-do WidoTtibaennoriSafeguarding Association
' | Island) !
82-4 NamhaeanByeolsingut | Gyeongsangna | NamhaeanByeolsingutSafeguardin
(Vilage Ritual of the | 7 o 9°on9 aeanZyeoisingutsaleguarding
South Coast) m-do Association
www.nbg.co.kr
‘g5 | SeokjeonDaeje Seoul | seokjeonDaejesafeguarding Association
o (National Rite to / - ‘ 4 g
Confucius) www.sukjun.net
90 Hwanghae-do Incheon Hwanghae-do
PyeongsanSonoreumgu )
t (Shamanic Ox PyeongsanSonoreumgutSafeguarding
Performance of Association
Pyeongsan, Hwanghae-
| do) o !
98 | Gyeonggi-do Dodanggut | Gyeonggi-do | Gyeonggi-do  DodanggutSafeguardi
(Tutelary Rite of yeonga! y _99 99 guarding i
Gyeonggi-do) ‘ Association
www.dodang98.com
104 Seoul Saenamgut | geq| Seoul SaenamgutSafeguardin
(Shamanic Performance | . J 9 9
of Seoul) | | — Association )
| 111 gﬁjeik?:ejgo ds (o'}‘ag:‘tar: Seoul SajikDaejeSafeguarding Association ‘
| and Grain) | wwwrfo.cokr B
125 SamhwasaSuryukjae Gangwon-do SamhwasaGukhaengSuryukdaejaeSafegua |
(Water and  Land| O _ M e
Ceremony of Samhwasa rding Association
Temple) ‘ www.samhwasa.or.kr
126 JingwansaSuryukjae Seoul JingwansaGukhaengSuryukjaeSafeguardin
(Water  and Land ‘ . L SRR g ' ‘
H_Ceremgny Qu_ingjxansa g Association N




J Temple) ] www jingwansa.org B
WE AraennyeokSuryukjae Gyeongsangna | AraennyeokSuryukjaeSafeguardin
(Water and  Land | o9 T e g
Ceremony of | m-do Association
L Gyeongsang-do)
Category 5 Traditional Festive Events, Pastime, and Martial Arts
Designati | Name | Specific | Communities/individuals
on No. . Region(If an)Q {managed by state)
3 Namsadangnori(Vagabond | geqy| NamsadangnoriSafeguarding
troupe's performance) o
Association
www.namsadang.or.kr
8 g:rr:gg)angsullae (Circle | jeollanam-do GangangsullaeSafeguarding
B Association 7 B
13 GangneungDanoje  (Dano | Gangwon-do GangneungDanojeSafeguardin
Festival of Gangneung) g 9_ . 9 ) 9 g
— . Association
24 AndongChajeonNori Gyeongsangbuk | AndongChajeonNoriSafeguardin
(Chariot Battle of Andong) yeorgs<nd -g‘ ’ g 9
-do » Association
| 5 YeongsanSoemeoriDaegi G a | Yeonasans DaeqiSaf di
2 (Wooden Bull Fight - of yeongsangn e g.sa. oemeoriDaegiSafeguarding
o | Yeongsan) m-do Assaciation |
26 YeongsanJuldarigi (Tug-of- | g sangna | YeongsanluldarigiSafeguardi
war of Yeongsan) yeangsangn g . ang guarding
B m-do Association
33 GwangjuChilseokGossaum | Gwangju GwangjuChilseokGossaumNoriSaf
Nori (Loop Fight of 9 20E s I>ategu
Gwangju) arding Association
— WWW.(055aum.com i
44 Hanjanggunnori(General Gyeongsangbuk | Gyeonsan Jain DanojeSafeguardi
Han's dance and memorial yeangsang 4 . y guiarding |
| ceremony) -do Association B
58 Jultagi (Tightrope Walking) | Gyeonggi-do Individuals
|62 Jwasuyeongeobangnori(Fis | gysan JwasuyeongeobangnoriSafeguarding
hing village's festival) o
Association
www.suyeongminsok.or.kr
68 MiryangBaekjungNori G sangna | MiryangBaekjungNoriSaf di
(Backjung  Festival  of yeongsangn y ng jungNoriSafeguarding
Miryang) m-do Association o
75 Giiis)iJuldarigi (Gilisi Tug-of- | chungcheongna | GijisiJuldarigiSafeguarding
war
\ m-do Association .
i - | www.gijisi.com
9 Taekkyeon (Traditional Chungcheongbu

Korean Martial Art)

| k-do

TaekkyeonSafeguar&ing Association l
o



122 | Yeondeunghoe ~(Buddhist | seqy ' Yeondeunghoe Safeguarding Council |
‘ Lantern Festival) | -
| 123 BeopseongpoDanoje Jeollanam-do | BeopseongpoDanojeSafeguardin
‘ (Dano Festival of p. } op J gasring |
‘ Beopseongpo) Association
' www.bspdanoje.co.kr ‘
i Ssireum |
1131 Korean Ssireum Association
\ (Korean Wrestling) \ X ‘

B | www.ssireum.sports.or.kr

Category 6 Traditional Knowledge

Designation Name Specific Region(If | Communitiesﬁnd}viduals
No. B g any) {(managed by state)
132 JesE o el e Korean People

Description on Ssireum

C|assifi;ation N National Intangible Cultural Heritage

Number 131

Name Ssiregm(Korean Wrestling)

Designation Date : 2017.01.04. 1
Address o | N/A B

Owner | N/A N
Communities Korea Ssireum Association o
Descriptioni Ssireum(Korean Wrestling is a traditional

Korean folk sport in which two wrestlers, each
holding the other’s satba(belt), strive to beat
their opponent by bringing his body to the

ground.

Based the
community culture, various forms of the sport
have handed down until today.

As a representative folk game of Korea, the

on Korean people’s unique

historicity of Ssireum has been clearly identified

through diverse relics, documents, and
paintings ranging from the ancient Three
Kingdoms period to the modern era.

In addition, the composition of the match and
the the

uniqueness of Korean wrestling.

techniques of Ssireum express
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Ssireum : Traditional Wrestling in the Republic of Korea(Extracts)

State-Designated under the Act on the Safeguarding and Promotion of Intangible

Type of the invento
P o Cultural Heritage

Reference No. of the

National Intangible Cultural Heritage No.131
element

_ Management agency i L
Relevant inventory ) Cultural Heritage Administration
for the inventory

' Date of creation of the
) December 21, 2011
ventory

Date of recent revision |
. January 4, 2017
of the inventory

Name of the
element
(Korean, English)

NS

Ssieum : Korean Wrestling

Domains of the 3. Social practices, rituals and festive events

element 4, Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe
Communities for _ o '

N . Korea Ssireum Association and its local chapters

Communities of  safeguarding

the element
Geographical range Across the territory of the Republic of Korea

]



Concepts of the

element

1. Ssireum is a definitive Korean folk tradition, a type of wrestling when two players who wear a fabric belt
called Satba that wraps around their waists and the tight lock onto the opponent’s satba, and employ various
techniques to knock the opponent to the ground.

2. Ssireum is played on diverse occasions, including traditional holidays such as Daeboruem (fifteenth day of the
first lunar month), Samjinnal (third day of the third lunar month), Chopail (eighth day of the fourth lunar month),
Dano(fifth day of the fifth lunar month), Baekjung (fifteenth day of the seventh lunar month), Chuseok (fifteenth
day of the eighth Iunar month), Jungyangjeol(ninth day of the ninth month). And ssireum games mainly occur on
important points in the annual agricultural cycle, including early in a new year wishing for a bumper harvest,
during the planting season for mobilizing labor for irrigation, after the weeding of fields as relaxation for
farmers, and after the harvesting celebration of the corps.

3. Ssireum games take place on sand in any empty space around a neighborhood, and are open to participation
by community members of all ages, and proceeding from aegi ssireum for those under 10 to chonggak ssireum
for teenagers to sang ssireum for those over 20. The winner of sang ssireum in the final game for adults is
awarded an ox and the title jangsa. The customary practice of providing an ox as a prize is meant to allow the
winner to farm more effectively since most of participants of the ssireum games were farmers in the agricultural
society.

4. The strict compliance with rules and etiquette, the sense of fair play, and the discipline of learning and
practicing that are required for ssireum help wrestlers develop self-control and self-discipline. By demonstrating
courtesy for each opponent, spectators, and judges before the start of a ssirem game, ssireum serves as a means
to cultivated sense of respect and consideration for others. In addition the cooperative and role-sharing spirit
fosters a positive mindset and attitude both toward the self and others.

2



Practice of the

element

Transmission of

the element

5. Ssireum is a sport and game characterized by inclusiveness and openness that can be played and shared
regardless of differences in social status, gender, age, region, expert experience, or nationality.

1. Ssireum usually takes place within a circle ring, covered with mounded sand. Before the start of a ssireum
game, two wrestlers show their respect to each other and prepare for the game by sitting with their knees facing
each other. The two wrestlers begin the game by kneeling on the sand in a grappling position with grabbing a
belt (satba) that is wrapped around opponents’ waist and thigh.

2. Two wrestlers game their strength and skills against one another by employing the diverse techniques to exert
players’ strength - grappling, pushing, throwing, and turning- that all take place within a split second. When a
smaller player throws down a much bigger competitor, evoking “David vs. Goliath” the excitement of the
audience is redoubled.

3. The winner in the final game of sang ssireum for adults is awarded an ox and the title jangsa. When the games
are over, the jangsa rides the ox and parades around the neighborhood for celebration.

1. Ssireum, the Korean public of the significant of the folk and sports within their intangible cultural heritage, is
widely practiced among families, local communities, school, and university.

2. Children learn how to wrestle from their family members. The familial-level transmission serves as the
foundation of the inter-generational transmission of ssireum. Local communities hold annual open wrestling
tournaments on seasonal holidays and local festivals. Elementary, middle, and high schools provide instruction
on the theory and practice of the wrestling through physical education, sports days, and extracurricular activities.
Universities offer wrestling courses as part of a liberal arts or physical education major.

3. The Korea Ssireum Association regularly organizes wrestling tournaments, disseminating professional

knowledge and expert skills on ssireum.



Social functions

and cultural

meanings of the

element

Safeguarding

measures for the

element

4, It is particularly notable that efforts are made to disseminate ssireum among children, women, and people
from abroad. Besides, the public media that broadcasts of ssirem games plays a significant role in publically

diffusing the relevant wrestling techniques and knowledge

1. Surpassing the scope of an individual sport and game, and as a living heritage, ssireum is an important

intangible cultural heritage that functions to enhance community cohesion and unity. Ssireum, transmitted
through generations, has been created and recreated through the process of Koreans’ long-time adaption to the
natural environment and their responses to social and historical conditions, thereby offering a sense of continuity
and identity for Koreans.

2. Ssireum also shed light on the significance of ‘cultural diversity in the field of intangible cultural heritage’.
Many countries have developed diverse forms of games similar to ssireum depending on their natural and
historic settings. There are also similar types of sports in South America and Africa. In this sense, ssireum
proposes a platform for studying differences and similarities of diverse wrestling practices in the world, and will
offer an opportunity to consider the organization of a global ssrieum festival or symposium to raise awareness in

the context of cultural diversity.

1. The Korean govemmentfhas provided institutional and administrative support for the safeguarding of ssircum.

First, the government guides to be included ssireum in the curriculum of elementary, middle, and high schools as
regular or irregular courses, and certified it as a major for higher education.

2. Second, the government offers subsidies to ssireum organizations to support their safeguarding activities. An
annual budget of 1.2 billion KRW (approx. 1.2 million USD) is granted to the Korea Ssireum Association and its
regional offices to subsidize national tournaments and professional athletes. And the regional offices to be used

not only for safeguarding measures, but also for raising the profile of ssireum by organizing festivals, public

4



" education, and lectures.

3. Third, Korean people consider ssireum as one of its 100 Korean Cultural Symbols, spotlighting ssireum not
just as a popular folk game, but also as an esscntial element of Korean culture. In recognition of its cultural value
of global proportions, the government registered ssireum on the state list of intangible cultural heritage in 2011.
4. Fourth, the government enacted the Ssireum Promotion Act in 2012, The act stipulates that opportunities for
ssireum education among the general public should be expanded to encourage ordinary Koreans to voluntarily
participate in the safeguarding and practice of ssireum. Dano, one of the main seasonal holidays (falling on the
fifth day of the fifth lunar month), has been designated “Ssireum Day.”

5. Academics and experts have been engaged in research, publishing, and lecturing for the safeguarding of
ssireum. As of February 2015, there have been 262 Master- or Doctorate-level dissertations, 213 journal articles,

nine research reports, and 25 books on ssireum.
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Ssireum (Korean Wrestling) is a traditional Korean fok sport in which two wrestlers, each holding the other's satba
(belt), strive to beat their opponent by bringing his body to the ground

Based on the Korean people’s umque communtty culture, vanous forms of the sport have handed down unti today.

As a representative folk game of Korea, the histoncity of ssireum has been dearly identified through diverse relics
documents, and paintings ranging from the ancient Three Kingdoms period to the modern era.

In addition, the composttion of the match and the techniques of ssireum express the uniqueness of Korean wrestiing
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