AZSRBAYCAN QEYRI-MADDi M@DONi iRS NUMUNSLARININ DOVLAT REYESTRI

Azarbaycan Respublikasi Madaniyyat Nazirliyinin 218 sayli 28.04.2010 tarixli ©mri ils tesdiq edilmigdir,
25.08.2011, 28.03.2012, 18.10.2012, 15.05.2013, 03.02.2014,

27.01.2015, 17.02.2016, 12.05.2016, 24.10.2018, 09.04.2019

tarixli slavelerla

Bolmanin adi Seksiya, sub-seksiya Ne Elementin adi Elerr]rgj?/T;Ireimn
BAYRAM, AYiN VO MORASIMLSR (1) | Gay madeniyyati
MORASIM, AYIN 2). Hamam madaniyyati sosial fealiyyat,
ayinler va bayram
3). Siunnat tadbirlari
(4). Yas
5). Turkacara tebist ve kainata
aid bilikler va
foaliyyet
XALQ BAYRAMLARI (6). | Qurban .
sifahi ananaler vo
(7). Novruz ifadaler, tabist va
®) Oruclug kainata aid bilikler
) vo foaliyyat
9). Nar bayrami ve madaniyyati
MODONi XUSUSI MODaNI MOKANLARIN (10). | Nicin medeni mekani enanevi
MSKANLAR ONONaVi BILIKLSRI senatkarliq, tebiet
(11). | Qirmizi Qasabanin madani Ve kainata aid
makan biliklar va faaliyyst
FOLKLOR Musiai (12). | Agiq senaiti
(13). | Mugam senati
(14). | Meyxana ifa incasanati
ROQSLOR (15). | Yall (Kogeri)
(16). | Uzundera
SIFAHI XALQ YARADICILIGI (17). | Dede Qorqud dastani . |
= sifahi ananaler vo
(18). | Koroglu dastani ifadslor
(19). | Molla Nasraddin latifaleri
OYUN- Atlsti oyunlar (20). | Altungabaq
TAMASA > (21). | Atustii giiles
OYUNLAR
(22). | Baharbend
(23). | Papag oyunu
(24). | Covgan
Darvis oyunlari (25). | Aylanig
(26). | Dovran
(27). | Bandvsa
Usaq oyunlan >3 Ciict sosial faaliyyat,
(28). 1zigtopu ayinler va bayram
Zorxana oyunlari (29). | Gulagms todbirer
(30). | Pahlavanliq
OYUN- Qaravalli (31). | Kosa-galin




TAMASA > tamasalari (32). | Sirvan Qazisi
TAMASALAR
Meydan (33). | Ayloynatma
tamasalari (34). | Xoruz déyiigdirme
Oyuq (Kukla) (35). | Gbmgagsalin
tamasalan (36). | Dazgah Sahsalimi
(37). | Orussk sosial faaliyyat,
. . ayinler ve bayram
Sabih tamasalar gs; ZZ: y tedbirleriy
. )
(40). | Mazhak-$abih
SONOTKARLIQ XALQ TSVIRI SONSTI (41)- | Miniatdir senati
(42). | Heykalterashq
(43). | Qrafika
(44). | Xefttatliq
(45). | Rangkarliq
TiKMa (46). | Doldurma
(47). | Gullsbsatin
(48). | Muncuglu
(49). | Pilak
(50). | Tekelduz
ONONaVI-DEKORATIV SONOT (51). | Azerbaycan xalgagihgi ononavi
(52). | ipskgilik senatkarliq
(53). | Sebakacilik
(54). | Kelagayi sanati
XALQ TOTBIQi SONaTI (55). | Agacislems
(56). | Dulusculuq
(57). | Badii metal
(58). | Bazadilma Usullar
(59). | Damirgilik
(60). | Zargerlik
(61). | Lahic gasabasinin misgarlik
sonati
(62). | Suse sanati
MOTBOX ONON8Vi GOROK NUMUNSLSRIN (63). | Nazik coreyin hazirlanma
ONONALSRI HAZIRLANMASI madaniyysti (lavag, yuxa,
yayma, sac ¢orayi, girds,
das ¢orayi, fetir)
(64). | Tendir ve kévrak sosial fealiyyat,
.. o ayinlar va bayram
¢oraklerinin hazirlanma tadbirlari
bilikleri ecbirer
MSDSNI Vo SOSIAL (65). | Dolmanin hazirlanma va

FUNKSIYALARI DASIYAN
ONON8Vi MOTBSX NUMUNSL®ORI

paylasma madaniyyati

(66).

Bozbagin hazirlanma




bilikleri

MiLLi musiai
ALOTLORININ
HAZIRLANMA VO
IFACILIQ SONOTI

iDIOFONLU GALGI ALSTLSRININ (67). | Agiz qopuzu
HAZIRLANMA V8 iFAGILIQ SBNSTI (68). | Kaman
(69). | Can
(70). | Hovser
NOF9S GALGI ALOTLARI (71). | Kerenay
(72). | Mizmar
(73). | Musiqar
(74). | Nay ifaciliq senati
(75). | Balabanin sanatkarligi va
ifaciliq senati
SIMLI CALGI ALSTLORI (76). | Tar senatkarhgi va ifaciligi
(77). | Saz senatkarligi ve ifagihgi
(78). | Kamanca sanatkarligi ve
ifaciliq senati
Z8RB CALGI ALOTLORI (79). | Daf hazirlanma va ifagiliq
sonati
(80). | Dumbak
(81). | Qaval

ananavi
sonatkarliq, ifa
incesanati
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STATE REGISTER OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE ELEMENTS OF AZERBAIJAN

Approved by the order No. 218 of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Azerbaijan on 28.04.2010,
with updates dated 25.08.2011, 28.03.2012, 18.10.2012, 15.05.2013, 03.02.2014, 27.01.2015, 17.02.2016,
12.05.2016, 24.10.2018, 09.04.2019

Name of grand Section, sub-section Ne Title of the element Type of the
sector element
FESTIVITIES, RITUALS AND CEREMONIES (1). | Teaculture cocial
EVENTS, 2). | Hamam tradition ;
CEREMONIES @ ;:_)racltlct's-s(,j
(3). | Sunnet, ritual circumcision rituals an
festivities
(4). | Yas mourning ritual
(5). | Traditional quackery knowledge
and practices
concerning
nature and the
universe
FOLK FESTIVITIES (6). | Qurban oral t;ert]ci;tlons
(7). | Novruz expressions,
- knowledge
(8). | Orujlug and practices
(9). | Nar bayrami festivity and concerning
culture nature and the
universe
CULTURAL TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE OF (10).| Cultural space of Nij ar'jgog‘r’;ec‘zgzs
SPACES CULTURAL SPACES concerning
(11).| Cultural space of Qirmizi nature and the
b universe,
Qasaba traditional
craftsmanship
FOLKLORE MUSIC (12).| Ashug Art
(13).| Mugham
performing
(14).| Meykhana arts
DANCES (15).| Yalli (Kochari)
(16).| Uzundere
ORAL CREATIVITY OF PEOPLE (17).| Dede Qorqud Epos -
(18). | Koroglu Epos oral t;?:il't'ons
(19). | Anecdotes of Molla expressions
Nasreddin
GAMES, Horse riding (20).| Altungabag
PERFORMANCES | games (21).| Horse wrestling
> GAMES (22). | Baharbend
(23).| Papakh game
(24).| Chovgan
Darvishs’ (25).| Aylanish cocia
g:g'go”w (26).| Dovran practices,




Children's
games

@7).

Benovshe

(28).

Jizigtopu

Zorkhana
games

(29).

Gileshme

(30).

Pehlevanliq

GAMES,
PERFORMANCES

>
PERFORMANCES

Joke
performances

(31).

Kosa-gelin

(32).

Shirvan Qazisi

Square
performances

(33).

Ayioynatma

(34).

Khoruz déytshdirme

Puppet
performances

(35).

Chomchegelin

(36).

Dezgah Shahselimi

(37).

Erusek

Shebih
performances

(38).

Eza

(39).

Qetl

(40).

Mezhek-Shebih

rituals and
festivities

social
practices,
rituals and
festivities

TRADITIONAL
CRAFTS

FOLK FINE ARTS

(a1).

Art of miniature

(42).

Traditional sculpture

(43).

Graphics

(44).

Azerbaijani Traditional
calligraphy

(45).

Azerbaijani folk painting

EMBROIDERY

(46).

Doldurma embroidery

(47).

Gllebetin embroidery

(48).

Munjuglu embroidery

(49).

Pilek embroidery

(50).

Tekelduz embroidery

TRADITIONAL DECORATIVE ART

(51).

Azerbaijani carpet weaving

(52).

Sericulture

(53).

Shebeke making

(54).

Kelaghayi art

APPLIED ARTS

(55).

Traditional woodwork

(56).

Traditional pottery

(57).

Artistic metalwork

(58).

Traditional Azeri
ornamentation

(59).

Blacksmith’s art

(60).

Jeweller’s art

(61).

Traditional copper

traditional
craftsmanship




craftsmanship of Lahij

(62).

Glass art

CULINARY
PRACTICES

PREPARATION SKILLS OF
TRADITONAL BREAD

(63).

Culture of flatbread making
(lavash, yukha, yayma, saj
choreyi, girde, dash choreyi,
fetir)

(64).

Skills of preparation of tandir
and kovrek bread

KNOWLEDGE OF TRADITIONAL
FOODWAYS

(65).

Dolma making and sharing

(66).

Traditional skills of preparing
bozbash

social
practices,
rituals and
festivities

CRAFTSMANSHIP
AND PERFORMING
ART OF NATIONAL
MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

IDIOPHONE MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

(67).

Aghiz gopuzu

(68).

Kaman

(69).

Chan

(70).

Ho6vser

WIND MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

(71).

Kerenay

(72).

Mizmar

(73).

Musiqar

(74).

Performing arts related to
Nay

(75).

Craftsmanship and
performing art of Balaban

STRINGED MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

(76).

Craftsmanship and
performance with the Tar

7).

Craftsmanship and
performance with the Saz

(78).

Kamancha crafting and
performing art

PERCUSSION MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

(79).

Crafting and playing with
Def

(80).

Dimbek

(81).

Qaval

traditional
craftsmanship,
performing
arts
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MiILLI MUSIQI ALOTLORININ HAZIRLANMA VO IFACILIQ SONOTI >
NOF9S CALGI ALOTLORI

ST0802000004 Balabanin Sanatkarhigi vo Ifaciliq Sonati

Azarbaycan Respublikasinin
Qeyri-Maddi Madani Irs Nimunalarinin Doviat Reyestrindan
« Balabanin Sanatkarhg: va Ifaciliq Sanati »na dair qisa cixaris

Reyestr Azorbaycan Respublikasi Madoniyyat Nazirliyinin
218 sayh 28.04.2010 tarixli 9mri ilo tasdiq edilmisdir
(Fayhin tosdiq edildiyi tarixi: 28.04.2010; alavalar: 10.04.2013, 12.05.2016, 10.07.2019)

Faylin kodu: 0158993 Nazirliyin amri (nédmrasi): N2 00567

1. Elementin adi

Balabanin Senatkarhg: ve ifaciliq Senati
Reyestrda bdlmasi: Milli musiqi alstlarinin hazirlanma va ifagiliq sanati

Alt bélma: Nafas calgi alatlari

2. Elementin novii

[ qgeyri-maddi madani irsin X ifa incosanati [ sosial faaliyyst,
vasitasi kimi sifahi ananalar va ayinlar vo bayram
ifadalar, o cimladan dil tadbirlari

[X tobist va kainata aid biliklor vo  [X] sanenavi senatkarlig [J madani makanlar
faaliyyat

[ digar(lari)

3. Elementin cografi movqeyi

Balaban senatkarligi vea ifaciliq senati Azarbaycanin bir nege regionlarinda mdvcuddur,
xUsusila Sirvan, Baki, Naxgivan, Samaxi, Ganca, Mingacevir, Quba, Qarabag va Lagin geyd
edilir. Balaban ifaciligi 6lkenin bir cox rayonlarinda ve saharlerinde musigi maktablarinds,
orta musiqgi maktablarinds va ali maktablards tadris edilir.

4. Aidiyyati icmalarin va qruplarin adi.

Azarbaycanda Balaban ananasi coxsayl fardi sanatkarlar, havaskar va professional ifagilar
tarafinden nasildan nasilo oturdlir. Ssharlards Balaban ifagillg sanati usaq musiqi
maktablarinds, orta musigi maktablarinda va ali musigi maktablarinds Balaban mduallimlari
tarafindan sagirdlara va talabalars tadris edilir.

Balaban sanatkarhdi ile masdgul olan bir nege usta ailaleri vardir. Onlar arasinda xUsusila
Osgarov ailesini geyd etmak lazimdir. Mashur Balaban ustalari va ifagilari arasinda Rasim
olasgarov, Rahman olasgarov, olakbar 9sgarov, olixan Samadov, Bahruz Zeynalov,
Hassnaga Sadiqov, Sirzad Fataliyev, Hakim Abdullayev, ilham Nacafov vs s. geyd edilir.




Coxlu Balaban wustalarn va ifagilari muxtslif ittifaglarin, birliklarin va qeyri-h6kumat
toskilatlarinin (Azarbaycan Bastakarlar Ittifaqi, Yaradici TasabbuUslar Birliyi) tzvlaridir. Olkads
bir nega ganclar tagkilatlar Balaban sanatini gaclar arasinda tasviq edir.

Expertlar: Rasim Mammadov, dlixan Semadov
Icmalarin istiraki barads malumat:

Goruslar: Baki ssharinda 3 goéris (16.12.2009, 10.02.2010, 02.05.2019, balaban
sanatkarlidi ustalari, usaq, orta vea ali musigi maktablari, ifacilar, QHT-lar);
Sirvan goharinde 6 goris (17.02.2010, 10.03.2010, 30.03.2016,
07.04.2016, 15.03.2019, 23.05.2019, wustalar, usaq ve orta musiqi
maktablari, ifagilar, QHT-lar);

Naxgivan gaharinds 3 goris (14.04.2010, 04.03.2016, 17.04.2019, ustalar,
orta musigi maktablari, ifagilar);

Samaxi saharinde 2 goris (03.12.2015, 04.02.2016, orta musiqi
maktablari, ifagilar, QHT-lar);

Quba ssharinde 3 géris (25.11.2009, 11.12.2009, 02.04.2019, ustalar,
musiqi maktablari, ifagilar, QHT-lar);

Mingagevir saharinds 4 géris (03.11.2009, 09.03.2010, 12.02.2016,
29.03.2019, musiqgi maktablari, ifacilar);

Ganca goaharinda 3 gbris (17.12.2009, 04.02.2010, 12.04.2019, ustalar,
musiqi maktablari, ifacilar).

5. Element haqqinda malumat

Balaban - mustukli ve govdesi agacdan (tut, qoz, arik) hazirlanmis 9 (bazan ds 10) ses
daliyi olan nafes caldi alstidir. Calgi alstinin adi “bala” (kigik) ve “ban” (sas tembrinin xoruz
banina banzaldilmasi) sozlerinden yaranib. Bu alst digar nafss cgalgi alstlerinden yumsaq
sasloanmasina, tembrina va texniki imkanlarina goéra farglanir. Diapazonu iki oktavaya
yaxindir (kicik oktavanin “sol” sasindan II oktavanin “re”, bazan “mi bemol” va “mi bekar”
saslarina kimi). Balaban ham orkestr va ansambllarda solo va misayistci funksiya dasiyir,
ham da asiq yaradicihdinda aparici rol oynayir.

Balaban alsati ney, simsu, bllban, musigar va digar nafes alatleri ilo miqgayisads daha
murakkabdir ve hazirlanmasi xeyli vaxt taleb edir. Ona géra tadqgiqatcilar daha sads olan
stimsu va bulbanin inkisafinin balaban alstinin yaranmasina zemin yaratdigi genastindadirlar.

Sos tembrina voa texniki imkanlarina géra balabanin bir-birinden farglanan muxtslif névlari
vardir: alt balaban, asiq balaban, neyga balaban, tenor balaban, clire (piccolo) balaban, bas
balaban va adi balaban.

Adi balaban va ya saya balaban gdévdasi lGzarina naxis vurulmayan, alatin borusu UGzarina
klapan sistemi tatbiqg edilmayan sada balabandir. Clirs balaban borusunun kigikliyi ila segilir
ve gadimds c¢agh alstinin bu ndévindan misyyan alverisli magamlarda istifade edilib.
Masalan, “Sur” mugaminin “maya” va “saranc” hissaleri clire balabanda daha g6zal saslanir.
Asiq balabani digar balabanlardan calgi Uslubuna ve ifa terzine goére farglanir, mustik
vasitasile calindigi Gglun wviziltiil sesa sahibdir Tenor balaban alst borusu digar balabanlara
goOra uzun olan, Uzearina klapan sistemi tatbiq edilmis calgi alstidir. Kegan asrin 80-ci illarinds
ortaya cixan bu balaban orkestr vo ansambllarda istifada Gglin nazards tutulub. Alt balaban
hacmina gora digar balabanlardan bir gadar bdylkdir. Bem sasi olan bu alatin govdasinin
(borusu) Uzarina klapan sistemi tatbiq olunub. Bas balaban issa XX asrin sonralarinda
hazirlanib va xalq galgi alatlari orkestrinds istifads olunur.

Balaban alstinin Azarbaycanda bir gox virtuoz ifagilari olub. Onlardan biri do olakbar
Osgarovdur. O, Azarbaycan va xarici bastekarlarin asarlarini balaban alsti tglin kéglrarak 6z
ifacilig maktabini yaratmisdir. Bu giin Sirzad Fataliyev, Hakim Abdullayev, Ilham Nacafov ve
digar balaban ifacilari 9lakbar @sgarov maktabinin ananalarini diinya sahnalarinda yasadirlar.

Balaban ifagilig ananasi ustaddan sagirds oturilmakls glinimuiza galib catmisdir. Bels
ustadlar arasindan 9li Karimovun, Bahruz Zeynalovun, Mammad Haciyevin, Abbas Nadiyevin,
Mlbariz Atayevin, Hasrat Hlseynovun, Rasim ©9lasgarovun, Rahman 9lasgarovun, 9lixan
Samadovun va Hasanada Sadiqovun adini gakmak olar.



6. Elementin otiiriilmasina dair malumatiar

Tarixan nasildon nasile fordi ifacilig yolu ile kegan bu sanat névinin davam etdirilmasi,
tadrisi va tabligi bu glin geyri-formal yolla (sanatkarliq) ve dovlst saviyyasinds usaq musiqi
voa incasanat maktablarinda, musiqi kolleclarinds, ali va orta tahsil ocaglarinda genis suratds
hayata kegirilir. Balaban hazirlanmasi ils bagh bilik va bacariglar ananavi geyri-formal talim
vasitesilo ustadan sagirds (atadan odula) otlrultr. Balaban ifagilig sanati formal va geyri-
formal yollarla nasilden nasila 6turilir. Azarbaycanda ve onun regionlarinda bu giin yazlarla
ali vo orta tohsilli Balaban musallimlari bu ifagiliq sanatini 6zlina pesa segarak onu seva seva
gonc nasile dyradir va belaliklo bu sonati yasadaraq galacek nasile o6tirir. Respublikada
Balaban musigi alstinin hazirlanmasi, onun kitlavi istehsali ile bagli bir gox senatkarlar tahsil
Uclin lazim olan talabati 6dayarak yliksak saviyyada bilik va bacarigin slds edilmasinae zamin
yaradirlar. Muxtalif ittifaglar, birliklar va geyri-h6kumat tagkilatlar elementin 6tiridlmasinds
muuhdm rol oynayir.

7. Elementin madani va sosial funksiyalari

Balaban ifaciliqg sanati Azarbaycan musigi madaniyyatinin bir cox sahalarinds, konsertlards el
sanliklarinda, toylarda, misabiga, konkurs, festivallarda genis istifada edilir. O, mugamin va
xalg orkestrlerinin alstlerinden biri olmus, Azerbaycan folklor sanstinin inksafinda,
yasamasinda, tabliginde shamiyystli rol oynamisdir. Azsrbaycan xalg calgi alstlori
orkestrinds ansambillarin tarkibinda aparici musiqi alati kimi istifade edilmakla yanasi ham
dos solo alati kimi shamiyyatli rol dasiyir. Balabanin tarixan Azarbaycanda ¢ox mashur ustad
sanatkarlari olmusdur. Bu gin da bels sanatkarlar ¢z ifa dasti xatti ilo balaban ifagiligini
xalga vo elace da diinya xalglarina sevdirir. Coxlu insanlar hesab edirlar ki, Balaban insan
S9sine oxsayir.

8. Elementin cari praktikasinin saviyyasi

X sla [ yaxsi [ orta O zeif O cox zaif

9. Elementin tacili qorunmaya ehtiyaci (agar varsa)
O vardir X yoxdur

10.Madaniyyat Nazirliyinin aidiyyati soba(lar)nin adi

e Madaniyyst Nazirliyinin sahar va rayon s6balari, Sabirabad Regional Madaniyyat
Idarosi



Translation of the inventory document into English

CRAFTSMANSHIP AND PERFORMING ART OF NATIONAL MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS > WIND
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

ST0802000004 CRAFTSMANSHIP AND PERFORMING ART OF BALABAN

A short extract from the Register of Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Azerbaijan, regarding “Craftsmanship and performing art of Balaban”

The Register was approved by the Ministry of Culture
of the Republic of Azerbaijan by Order No. 218, dated 28.04.2010
(File approved on 28.04.2010; updated on 10.04.2013, 12.05.2016, 10.07.2019)

Reference code of the file: 0158993 Ministry Order: Ne 00567
1. Name of the element Craftsmanship and performing art of Balaban

Section Craftsmanship and Performing Art of National Musical Instruments

Sub-section Wind musical instruments

2. Category of the element

__oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage
X performing arts

___social practices, rituals and festive events

X _knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

X traditional craftsmanship

__cultural spaces

__other

3. Geographic scope of the element

Balaban craftsmanship and performing arts exist in several regions of Azerbaijan, especially Shirvan,
Baku, Nakhchivan, Shamakhi, Ganja, Mingechevir, Guba, Karabakh and Lachin. Balaban performing
art is taught in music schools, secondary music schools and universities in many regions and cities of
the country.

4. Identification of community

In Azerbaijan the Balaban tradition is transmitted from generation to generation by many individual
craftsmen, amateurs and professional performers. In cities, Balaban performing art is taught by teachers
to students in children, secondary and high musical schools.

Several families are actively involved in Balaban crafting. Among them is the family of the Asgarovs.
The famous performers include such performers as Rasim Alasgarov, Rahman Alasgarov, Alakbar
Askerov, Alikhan Samadov, Bahruz Zeynalov, Hasanaga Sadigov, Shirzad Fataliyev, Hakim
Abdullayev, llham Najafov and others.

Many Balaban masters and performers are members of various unions, associations and non-
governmental organizations (Azerbaijan Composers Union, Yaradichi Teshebbusler Union). Several
youth organizations in the country promote Balaban art among the youth.



Experts: Rasim Mammadov, Alikhan Samadov
Data on community involvement:

Meetings held:
3 meetings in Baku (16.12.2009, 10.02.2010, 02.05.2019, craftsmen, children's,
secondary and higher music schools, performers, NGOs);
6 meetings in Shirvan (17.02.2010, 10.03.2010, 30.03.2016, 07.04.2016, 15.03.2019,
23.05.2019, craftsmen, performers, NGOs);
3 meetings in Nakhchivan (14.04.2010, 04.03.2016, 17.04.2019, craftsmen, secondary
music schools, performers);
2 meetings in Shamakhi (03.12.2015, 04.02.2016, secondary music schools,
performers, NGOs);
3 meetings in Guba (25.11.2009, 11.12.2009, 02.04.2019, craftsmen, music schools,
performers, NGOs);
4 meetings in Mingechevir (03.11.2009, 09.03.2010, 12.02.2016, 29.03.2019, music
schools, performers);
3 meetings in Ganja (17.12.2009, 04.02.2010, 12.04.2019, craftsmen, music schools,
performers).

5. Information about of the element

Balaban is a wind instrument with 9 (sometimes 10) sound holes made of wood (mulberry, walnut, apricot).
The name of the instrument is derived from the words "bala" (small) and "ban" (resembling the vocal cord
of the cock). Communities single this instrument out from other wind instruments with its soft sound,
timbre and technical capabilities. The range is close to two octaves (from G the small octave sound to the
“D” of the second octave and sometimes the “Em” and “E becarre”). Performers play Balaban in solo and
accompaniment in both orchestras and ensembles; communities also perform the instrument in ashug
performances.

Craftsmen consider Balaban instrument as more sophisticated compared to ney, simst, bilban, musigar
and other wind instruments, and its preparation takes much longer. Therefore, the researchers believe that
the sophistication and the development of the simsii and biilban instruments by craftsmen have led to the
creation of the Balaban instrument.

Communities distinguish different types of Balaban, depending on the timbre and technical capabilities: alt
balaban, ashiq balaban, neyche balaban, tenor balaban, jure (piccolo) balaban, bass balaban and ordinary
balaban.

The ordinary Balaban or ‘saya balaban’ is a simple balaban with no embroidery on the body and no valve
system on the instrument's tube. Communities call ‘jure’ the balabans with small tubes, and this old
instrument was used by communities in other contexts in the past. For example, the “maye” and “sarenj”
parts of the “Shur” mugam with balaban playing is said to sound more beautifully. Ashiq balaban differs
from other balabans in terms of playing and style; it has a whistle-blowing sound. Craftsmen make tenor
balaban instrument longer and with a valve system on it. Created by crafters in the 1980s, this balaban is
intended for use in orchestras and ensembles. Alt balabans are slightly larger than other balabans. Crafters
also applied a valve system to the body (tube) of this instrument. Bass balaban was created by craftsmen in
the late 20th century and is used in folk instruments orchestras.

There were many virtuoso performers of the Balaban instrument in Azerbaijan. One of them is Alakbar
Askerov. He created his own school of music by adapting the works of Azerbaijani and foreign composers
to Balaban. Today, Shirzad Fataliyev, Hakim Abdullayev, Ilham Najafov and other balaban performers
share the traditions of the Alakbar Askerov School. The Balaban performance tradition has reached our
days by passing from the master to the student, from generation to generation. Among the famous
performers one can name Ali Karimov, Bahruz Zeynalov, Mammad Hajiyev, Abbas Nagiyev, Mubariz
Atayev, Hasrat Huseynov, Agasaf Seyidov, Rasim Alasgarov, Rahman Alasgarov, Alikhan Samadov,
Hasanaga Sadigov, and others.

6. Information on transmission of the element

Passing from generation to generation, transmission and teaching of this traditional art historically
happened in non-formal way (craftsmanship and performance), as well as at the level of state music



institutions, music schools, universities and secondary education institutions. The traditional knowledge
and skills related to Balaban crafting are transmitted from master to apprentice through non-formal training
(from father to son). Balaban performing is transmitted by performers in formal and non-formal ways.
Today, many regions of Azerbaijan have high and secondary school teachers teaching Balaban
performance, who have chosen this art as a profession. Many craftsmen in the country provide sufficient
number of quality instruments for performers to ensure conditions for developing of the performing skills.
Different unions, associations and non-governmental organizations play an important role in transmission
of the element.

7. Cultural and social functions of the element

Balaban art is widely used in many areas of Azerbaijani music culture, concerts, festivals, weddings,
competitions, contests and festivals. It is used by communities in mugham and folk orchestras and played
an important role in the development and promotion of the Azerbaijani folk art. In addition to being used as
a leading musical instrument in the ensembles, balaban plays an important role as a solo instrument. Many
Balaban craftsmen and performers are famous in Azerbaijan. Today, such artists perform balaban with high
skill and promote it in the country and abroad. Many people enjoy the sound of Balaban that is said to be
similar to a human voice.

8. Level of viability of the element

X _Excellent
__Good
__Average
__ Weak
__Very weak

9. Need to urgent safeguarding (if any)

__Yes

X No

10. Names of concerned departments of the Ministry of Culture

e City and regional departments of the Ministry of Culture
e Sabirabad Regional Department for Culture
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