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National Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 

 

“Transhumance” 

Translation and abstract 

2. Applicant: Ms Myriam Zimmer, Schäferei Weber, 100, Hauptstrooss L-9972 Lieler 
info@schaeferei-weber.lu    www.schaeferei-weber.lu 

3.1. Name of the element: Wanderschéiferei (Transhumance)  

3.2. Domain: knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe  
4.1. Description of the element 

Transhumance: Wandering pasture farming (pastoralism) in which the grazing areas of the 
animals, especially sheep, are constantly alternated over large areas. Use of grazing animals and 
pastureland across whole Luxembourg. Daily work of the transhumant sheep farm: grazing with 
sheep of geographically separated areas, development of these areas by sheep migratory drives 
with sheep dogs. The sheep migrate from pasture to pasture, are penned up there if necessary 
and move on as soon as the pen has been grazed. 

Transhumance is a very natural form of animal husbandry. Although agriculture has developed 
enormously, the field of migrant sheep farming is completely untouched by this change. It is still 
a very purist way of working and living. New technical achievements are being used: GPS data 
are sent quickly via smartphone. Office work is also increasing in the sheep farm. In order to 
promote transhumance, for example, social media are used and websites are created - and yet: 
transhumance as such consists of a herd of sheep, a shepherd and a good dog - just like hundreds 
of years ago. 

For us, transhumance is our daily work with the herds, which varies depending on the season. 
The season starts in mid-April, when the herds set out for nature protection: the sheep driving 
out. From that moment on, the herds are busy every day. Although a theoretical grazing plan has 
been drawn up together with biologists, the sheep and nature determine the actual pace, so that 
the daily work is always determined very spontaneously. The grazing goals set for the individual 
biotopes must be met. 

Transhumance enables the various areas of Luxembourg to be networked and thus contributes 
significantly to the preservation and spread of biodiversity. By transporting, processing or initiating 
plant seeds in the wool, between the claws or in the feces of the sheep, the sheep secure a 
connection between the biotopes, some of which are far apart. It is the same with insects. They 
are transported over long distances by transhumance. Migratory sheep farming counteracts the 
isolation effects that are increasingly threatening the survival of rare species in our highly 
fragmented landscape. 

Due to their ability to use feed with a low energy and raw nutrient content and their ability to adapt 
to different locations, sheep have always been ideally suited for landscape maintenance. Dry 
lawns, moors or steep slopes that are difficult to access can be farmed with the animals. Many of 
today's nature reserves were only created through grazing with sheep, as their stepping and 
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browsing in combination with the deprivation of soil nutrients create the conditions that many rare 
plant and animal species need for their survival. 

In contrast to other European countries, the areas to be grazed in Luxembourg are rather small. 
Average size is at best 1 hectare. This fact requires a good knowledge of the different driving 
routes, as the herds often move on. The areas also vary greatly. The north of the country is more 
of a rural nature, whereas the centre and south of the country are urban. For a small country, 
however, Luxembourg has a very diverse landscape. 

In addition to nature conservation, there are sheep products to be marketed all year round. The 
species-appropriate animal husbandry, which allows for a lot of exercise, results in very high-
quality meat, for example. Sheep wool is currently a losing business - but for animal welfare 
reasons, shearing is still necessary. The selling price of the wool does not even come close to 
covering the personnel costs. What is even worse, however, is the fact that the demand for 
regional sheep's wool is virtually non-existent. In order to bring about an improvement, we are 
involved in Leader Lëtzebuerg West Initiative. The aim of this local initiative is to name data on 
the various wool qualities and resources and to develop a network consisting of producers and 
users. 

We have various breeds of sheep. Much more important than the pure breeding of the animals is 
actually the fact that they are acclimatized animals. A well-established flock knows the ways in 
which they are driven, is in good condition and has unshakable trust in its shepherd. Good social 
behaviour and good health are essential traits of a migratory sheep. 

Most of the herds' activities take place on foot. Here the sheep are led by the shepherd and a 
second man secures the flock at the rear with an escort vehicle. The Border Collie is a must-have 
for a drive. The paddock service dog coordinates the movements of the individual animals and 
brings the herd safely to the next area. 

After their work in nature conservation, the herds tend conventional areas and slowly move 
towards the stable. This can be done from autumn to winter - depending on the food available. 
The re-grazing of conventional areas is becoming more and more important for farmers. This is 
actually a very old tradition that prepares the meadows for the approaching winter and is now 
increasingly being accepted again. The fact that these areas are often not farmed under organic 
agriculture denies our sheep farm the opportunity to operate under an organic label. Alternatively, 
we could house our sheep immediately after the transhumance of natural parcs and feed them 
organic feed - although we personally perceive the sheep to be moving around as much more 
natural than keeping the animals in. 

In addition to sheep farming, there are also sheep festivals abroad, which we prepare for and take 
part in here in the country. The best yearlings are licensed there, sheep products are sold in a 
market and work with the dogs is demonstrated. 

4.2. Communities concerned  

There are currently two larger migrant sheep farms in Luxembourg, the Weber migrant sheep 
farm being the only one managed by a trained professional shepherd. There are also countless 
hobby sheep farmers who contribute to nature conservation through their commitment. 

 



3 
 

4.3. Geographical location and range of the element  

Transhumance is not easy to classify geographically, resp. to narrow down. Sheep herds can 
occur all over Luxembourg. Their use makes sense above all where sensitive biotopes are to be 
preserved or cared for. Their area of use also varies depending on the season: during the nature 
conservation season, when grazing takes place in designated nature conservation areas, the 
herds migrate on migratory routes that have been discussed in advance with all parties involved. 
Then the herds gather where there is still winter fodder and re-grazing is desired. Thereby the 
herds move towards the winter barn. 

Two larger herds currently share the country. One herd is deployed in the north and one migrates 
in the south and centre. In order to be able to cultivate areas outside the established migratory 
routes, we have set up a mobile herd. If necessary, it can be brought by trailer to areas where 
grazing is urgently needed. 

Stable: a traveling sheep farm needs a haven these days. The starting point is therefore a stable 
that is used briefly in winter when the grazing areas are inaccessible. Sick animals can rest and 
cure in the barn. From spring to autumn, droving is on the agenda. 

4.5. Associated material elements 

Sheep trailer: the animals can be moved with the sheep trailer if necessary. Smaller herds can so 
also be used flexibly. 

Vehicle fleet: in addition to the tractor and water barrel, a certain vehicle fleet is needed to reach 
the herds. 

Communication: Cell phones and radios are used for communication and consultation during 
transhumance. 

Shepherd's equipment: the shepherd's classic equipment includes a shepherd's shovel, a felt hat, 
a shepherd's vest or a shepherd's shirt. 

The shepherd's shovel is a small shovel attached to a long stick. The side of the shovel has a 
rounded hook. With the shovel, the shepherd can, for example, throw earth at cheeky sheep or 
disobedient dogs. With the hook he can catch a sheep at a certain distance by “hooking” the hook 
on the sheep's hind leg. The hook thus serves as an extension of the arm. The shovel is also 
used to remove weeds, such as e.g. dock or thistle. For longer periods, the shepherd can also 
lean on the shepherd's shovel. 

The felt hat protects against sun and rain equally. 

The shepherd's vest is the trademark of a trained shepherd and is mainly worn at meetings and 
for official occasions. The shepherd's shirt is more of a commodity and serves to prevent the  

actual clothes from getting dirty. The shepherd's shirt is dark in colour so that the shepherd can 
better examine the wool fibres of his animals by means of the contrast. 

Sheep: our herds consist of black-headed meat sheep, moorland sheep (Moorschnucken) and 
Rhön sheep. The meat sheep enable us to better market the meat. They are of a calm mind. The 
Moorschnucken are ideal for the maintenance of wetlands and the Rhön sheep were threatened 
with extinction for a while. 
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Dogs: in addition to the sheep, transhumance also needs hard-working dogs. We work with 
Border Collies, a paddock dog. Border Collie means something like “useful thing from the border”, 
the border area between Scotland and England. He helps with the daily handling of the sheep. 

There are different types of dogs: the paddock dog helps with very different types of work on the 
sheep: penning up, droving, collecting. 

Herding dogs are dogs that stand by the shepherd when grazing without fences and keep the 
sheep in a certain area by running furrows. 

A final category of the working dog is the guard dog. The guard dog guards the flock of sheep 
and sees them as its family and pack. It is a very independent dog that is rather difficult to train 
on commands - which is actually intended so. 

Depending on the dog handler, the commands for the dogs are in German or English in addition 
to Luxembourgish. A good dog shows initiative and thinks along with the various work processes. 
Its creativity ends with the wishes of the shepherd, who is ultimately responsible for all animals. 
An ideal four-legged partner is therefore extremely intelligent, but also agreeable and capable of 
working in a team. We used English lines for our dogs, we pay attention to good health and careful 
handling of the animals. The dogs need a strong character, have to be able to get criticized and 
put pressure on the herds. A well-trained dog is an enormous work relief and represents the pride 
of the dog handler. Over the years, the cooperation is noticeably refined and one is completely 
well-rehearsed. With a year under each paw, it is said, the dog is fully trained. 

4.6. Associated intangible elements 

Oral expressions and language: Every shepherd has his own way of attracting the herds. At 
international shepherd meetings, the sheep farmers occasionally have fun and everyone in the 
group gives their call commands. Based on German, English and Luxembourgish, the 
Wanderschäferei Weber has developed its own language for communicating with dogs and herds. 

Festive events and social practices: Preparation and appearance at international trials - these are 
competitions for Border Collies working on cattle - the dog handlers show the skills of their 
animals. Almost a dozen sheep are led over a course here. The small flock of sheep is split up - 
shedding - and brought back together, and finally the flock is penned up. These are all exercises 
that the Border Collie has to master in his everyday life. 

Knowledge concerning nature: through transhumance, the shepherd and the biologists who work 
with him have very good basic geographic knowledge. 

Oral traditions: field names are actively used and individual meadows have their own names. 

In addition to these elements that go hand in hand with transhumance, sheep farming is a teaching 
profession. Traditional knowledge about animals and nature is passed on. The shepherd is 
familiar with poisonous plants, cares about the health of the sheep and dogs and knows how to 
manage the various biotopes optimally. On the one hand, it is experience and attention to detail 
that make transhumance livable as an overall concept. 

Another Luxembourgish tradition is the "Hämmelsmarsch". It has originally also a link with 
pastoralism. 
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4.7. Current transmission of the element 

The situation of the profession of the shepherd is similar to that of biodiversity: degressive. There 
are only a few people left who take up the profession of shepherd and thus our neighboring 
countries have difficulties to provide an annual training class. Of what were once two educational 
establishments in Germany, only one currently exists. In Luxembourg, the profession of shepherd 
is not recognized - as a learned shepherd you only get a CATP (Certificat d'Aptitude Technique 
et Professionnelle) in the field of agriculture. So it is very difficult to officially pass on the 
knowledge of the shepherd's state, for example as a training enterprise. 

In order to draw attention to transhumance and its social benefits, droves led by the Weber 
shepherding have been taking place since 2015. On this occasion, the participants are given an 
insight into the everyday life of a transhumance. Interested parties can enjoy the atmosphere of 
transhumance during the hike and receive information on migratory sheep farming in general. 

Educational transhumance is a concept that focuses on the transfer of knowledge to a specific 
group. One encounters a primary school class more playfully than students from high school. 
Workshops give interested parties an insight into the matter. For this purpose, we have developed 
a basic transhumant sheep husbandry course, which is intended to convey basic knowledge 
about sheep and how to keep them appropriately. Shearing courses and dog seminars round off 
the offer. 

We ourselves came to transhumance through our family. It was a family business that ran the 
sheep farm on a full-time basis. After completing the apprenticeship, the company was soon taken 
over and since then we have been trying to run the business and thus transhumance into the 
future. Our own children grow up with transhumance and accompany us in our everyday life with 
the animals. 

4.8. Customary practices governing access to the element 

Transhumance is a very open field ... Both women and men can take up the profession of 
shepherd. The only requirement is that you have a feel for animals and that you are weatherproof. 
The romantic, often transfigured view of the shepherd's profession is deceptive. When the sun is 
shining and the weather is good, herds are very pleasant to look after. But if you are really fit for 
work, you can find it out after rainy weeks outside when you are with and around the animals. 

4.9. Origin of the element according to the community 

Sheep, shepherds and sheep farms have always been part of the Luxembourg countryside and 
agriculture. (…) Transhumance mainly affected the herd drove in spring and summer over the 
barren heather, in summer after harvest and mowing also on the cultivated areas, and in autumn 
the herd was greatly reduced and the sheep were kept in the stables for up to 4-5 months, with 
hay, straw and, in poorer areas, fed with a mixture of leaves and herbs. The sheep farming 
industry is also reflected in the use of wool: in the Ardennes there were so-called fulling mills on 
every river, which processed wool and woolen fabrics. 

The advances in agriculture (mechanization, better transport routes by rail, lime and phosphorus 
fertilization, ...) changed the landscape and agriculture considerably. From 27,000 sheep, which 
were still surveyed in 1856, their number fell to 2-3,000 in 1910, parallel to the decline in heather 
areas and the increase in arable land and fenced cow pastures. However, sheep breeding 
continued to play a certain role, as sheep remained important, especially for small farmers with 
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little land. The cultivation of the roadsides, the remnants of the heather as well as the re-grazing 
of the fields enabled a small income. 

The field names of Luxembourg provide information about the spread of sheep farming. Field 
names with the term “Heed” can, among other things, come from heathland and can be found all 
over the country. Field names with the word "Schoof" (Schéiferei, Schéifert, Schéiferwee, 
Schéiferwiss, Schéifeschbierg, Schéifeschwiss, Schoofffiels, Schoofsbësch, Schoofsbierg, 
Schoffsfeld, Schoofsknapp, Schooffsonner, Schoofspad, Schoofswee, Schoofswisen, 
Hammelstëcker) are only found in the Gutland (Center of Luxembourg). A pastoralism that existed 
in Luxembourg before the 19th century is so borne out by the field names, with names such as 
Schofspad (Ingeldorf) and am Schofswee (Contern), denoting the migratory routes on which the 
sheep were driven around, but also names such as Schofsonner (Schoos), referring to places for 
resting and protection from the weather. In addition, many other names testify to the presence of 
transhumance, as they can often be found in places that are rather far away from settlements. 
Due to the specific situation in Luxembourg, with its small dimensions, but also the historically 
denser network of settlements, even if these were demographically less developed, one can 
speak of a semi-pastoralism in Luxembourg, with the animals being driven for days and weeks 
across the dedicated fields, but not of nomadism, which the landscape did not allow. Due to the 
landscape and climate, the distances in the Oesling were longer and thus also the migratory 
routes of transhumance than was probably the case in the Gutland, where less dire ecological 
conditions made grazing closer to the settlement possible. 

Re-grazing with sheep is increasingly required in the north of Luxembourg by operators of 
conventional agriculture in the autumn and winter months. The added value of such gentle 
management is increasingly gaining recognition again. As a result, the grounds suffer less from 
mice and the biomass does not rot under any snow. In the past, the fertilization of the area by the 
sheep was also an important aspect. This traditional form of sheep husbandry, which has been 
practiced for centuries, enables a resource-saving use of nature and is gradually becoming more 
valued again. (…) 

For a while, transhumance was not popular here in Luxembourg. It was the commitment of the 
Weber family, in cooperation with nature conservation organizations, that brought shepherding in 
Luxembourg back into connection with nature conservation and droving. At our beginning, 
shepherding was a sideline that gradually grew. We are now the 2nd generation to continue this 
old work. With the help of the Forest Administration, a second migrant sheep farm was created in 
the south of Luxembourg. In times when climate change, water scarcity and the natural 
equilibrium are getting more and more out of hand, it is all the more important to manage 
resources sparingly and to promote respect for animals and nature. 

4.10. Social functions and cultural values for the community 

By transhumance, the different biotopes are in exchange. During the shepherd march in 2010, 
during which the European shepherds drew attention to their needs and therefore migrated from 
Berlin to Brussels, Leonie Schaefer, student, led by Prof. Dr. Peter Poschlod from the Institute for 
Botany / Cell Biology at the University of Regensburg carried out scientific studies to determine 
which types of seeds and which quantities are absorbed in the wool of the sheep. There are 400 
to 500 species that are supported by sheep grazing. 

In addition to the biodiversity, the sheep serve to protect nature. For example, there is a German 
proverb: “The sheep has a golden foot.” Grazing with sheep prevents soil erosion from wind and 
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water. Through the step and bite of the sheep, they contribute to the consolidation of the soil 
structure. Unlike machined soil, sheep do not destroy the sward. This fact is particularly important 
when it comes to dyke maintenance. It is the shepherd's knowledge that prevents under- or 
overgrazing of the grounds. 

The resource-conserving landscape management through sheep grazing preserves healthy and 
fertile soils. Stepping and biting up to the tillering limit of the grass leads to dense vegetation and 
promotes root growth. 

The positive effects of grassland maintenance on water, air and soil are extensive. Extensive 
grazing also produces oxygen and removes CO2 from the atmosphere. Because of the moderate 
use of organic and mineral fertilizers, the soils under grazing land farmed extensively with sheep 
belong to the best pollutant filters for the formation of new drinking water. Species-rich and deeply 
rooted grassland filters many pollutants, such as nitrate, from the soil. The sheep, as designer of 
a cultural landscape, prevent the open landscapes from encroaching. In extremely dry summers, 
grazing reduces the risk of fire. 

The social achievement that landscape maintenance provides with sheep is therefore enormous. 

The advantages of keeping migratory sheep are, on the one hand, good animal health. They are 
in good condition and have healthy hooves. The droving then also determines the special meat 
quality, since the muscles do not become fat from intensive posture and feed addition. In addition, 
the extensive bite of herbs gives the meat a special taste. The grazed grassland is also free of 
artificial fertilizers and pesticides. Furthermore, the frequent change of pasture areas is an optimal 
pasture management and the risk of parasite infestation is very low compared to free-standing 
pastures. 

However, transhumance requires a relatively high amount of work. The need to resort to robust 
and more extensive sheep breeds often results in a lower lambing rate (the average number of 
lambs born per mother). In addition, the resource-saving husbandry when rearing lambs requires 
a longer waiting time until optimal slaughter weights are achieved, due to the extensive feed 
quality. 

The treatment and processing of wool goes hand in hand with keeping sheep. Sheep shearing is 
necessary solely from the point of view of animal welfare. The wool is washed, sometimes dyed, 
spun, woven or drummed. 

Sheep's milk could also be used. We have personally refrained from doing this, as an optimal 
result in cheese production requires consistent feed quality. But since we migrate a lot with our 
sheep and do so in different biotopes, we cannot achieve a constant here. 

Nowadays, transhumance is mostly the result of a cooperation between a sheep farm and a 
nature conservation organization. The individual actors discuss potential areas and their special 
features, as well as the desired use of the individual biotopes. An overall project is created in 
which the migratory routes, herd size, etc. are coordinated and finally implemented. 

Transhumance thus also plays a key role for Luxembourg's nature reserves, in particular for the 
"Minett" UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere Program (MAB) in the south and the areas in the east 
that part of the Aspiring UNESCO Global Geopark “Natur- a Geopark Mëllerdall”. 
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That is why it was a great honour and a strong incentive for the Weber sheep farm to have 
received the “Hëllef fir d’Natur” award in 2018. 

Before that, on May 26, 2017, Grand Duke Henri visited various projects that were implemented 
by natur & ëmwelt Foundation Hëllef fir d’Natur as part of the Life Eislek. It was all the nicer that 
Grand Duke Henri drove with our herd. So he is currently the most famous participant in our 
internal project “Transhumant Shepherd for a Day”. It was a special honour for us to be able to 
take part in this event. 

On a personal level, for us, transhumance is the only true form of sheep husbandry, as it requires 
animal welfare and working in harmony with nature. Nowadays there is hardly any business that 
can show a positive ecological balance. Whereas transhumance does not need a lot of 
knicknack... It is an honest and direct work that allows old traditions to be preserved. 

There are definitely days when you reach your limits; when nature is stronger than you; when you 
have so much to do that it is hardly enough to compress two working days into one. When you 
have a lamb that you have cherished and cared for for so long and then lose it anyway ... But 
there are also those moments, and fortunately those are more the rule, when you are 
overwhelmed by the beauty, the nature and the closeness to your animals . Transhumance is an 
state of mind that one must be willing to live. It's a passion. In our shepherding, everyone must 
be able to rely on the other - this applies to both the human employees and the relationships 
between the shepherds and the animals. The sheep trust us to lead them safely to new feed. The 
trust us in difficult situations and let themselves be guided. The same goes for working with the 
dog, who keeps its nerves when it burns, who stays behind for a lamb not to get lost. 

It is difficult to find the right words for the personal meaning of transhumance to us... It is a constant 
coming and going. And a constant surpassing of oneself. 

6.1 Threads for the viability of the element 

The wolf is currently more and more an issue. And unfortunately an objective discussion is hardly 
possible ... He polarizes: either one is for the return of the predator or against - apparently there 
should be no space in between. The fact is, however, that probably only a fraction of the 
population will actually be affected by the presence of the wolf. We see ourselves personally as 
protectors and defenders of biodiversity. As such, it is far from us to judge which species should 
be welcome where. But we also value our sheep and from Germany you can learn how affected 
shepherds suffer from the wolf. The fear of attack leads many to give up their flocks. For nature 
conservation, the giving up of shepherding is a heavy blow, considering its benefits for 
biodiversity. We are currently finding out which herd protection measures are most efficient. Since 
attacks in stables have already been recorded, shutting the herds in is no guarantee of their 
protection - this tactic would also not be practical for us, as the herds are spread across 
Luxembourg. The use of donkeys as protectors of sheep turns out to be a rather gullible idea. 
Raised e-fences mean an increased amount of work, whereby the fence heights proposed by the 
various European governments are not sufficient once the wolf has learned to overcome the 
fence. In many places, shepherds swear by herd guard dogs. Their use in the herds must, 
however, be well prepared and unpleasant incidents must be expected ... It takes time to re-
educate a flock of sheep that perceives the dog as a kind of danger from which one should give 
way, and to say that here now is some kind of dog that wants to protect the sheep. Pubescent 
guard dogs are sometimes a bit rough with sheep and lambs and sometimes forget their good 
manners. This is the shepherd's aspect. The part of the population that is not familiar with the use 
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of herd guard dogs will find it strange that a dog has to lie out there in a meadow with sheep and 
new animal welfare debates may be sparked. For us it would mean that we would need about a 
dozen of these herd guard dogs. 

Wool is produced in transhumance. In order for the animals to remain in good health, they must 
be shorn. Unfortunately, wool processing and sales are currently problematic. The wool sector is 
disappearing. Aside the wool fibre, there are many cheaper and artificial variants. 

The sheep meat is sometimes offered in ambitious Luxembourg restaurants. Since the meat 
production is rather secondary, a greater flexibility of the restoration is required here. 

The intensification of agriculture and the ever increasing pressure to develop land have the 
consequence that the peripheral areas, the areas that are difficult to access and fallow land are 
increasingly being taken over into modern industrialized agriculture and are thus losing their 
valuable character. Biotopes will continue to be isolated and the distances for well-manageable 
migratory grazing will be greater. 

Shepherding and biodiversity are declining. Increased bureaucracy, a heavy workload and poor 
hourly wages are taking their toll. The average age of shepherds in Germany is 57 years. The 
growing lack of young successors shows that transhumance is at risk. This is where politics are 
called upon. Recognizing these ancient traditions is a first step in showing appreciation. 

6.2. Threats for the transmission of the element 

The lack of successors, which is generally noticed in Europe, does not spare Luxembourgish 
shepherding either. It is currently difficult in Germany to provide just one class for vocational 
training to become an animal farmer specializing in shepherding. 

The non-existent lobby of the profession means that in the case of new regulations (agricultural 
law), the special needs of transhumance are often left out. 

What would be useful for continuing the existence of transhumance would be a general 
strengthening of the profession and recognition of the profession in Luxembourg itself. 

6.3. Availability of the associated material resources 

The intensification of agriculture and the ever increasing pressure to develop land have the 
consequence that the peripheral areas, the areas that are difficult to access and fallow land are 
increasingly being taken over into modern industrialized agriculture and are thus losing their 
valuable character. Biotopes will continue to be isolated and the distances for well-manageable 
migratory grazing will be greater. 

In addition, there is enormous pressure on the pastureland. The prices are no longer based on 
an achievable sum, but are currently rather speculative. 

6.4. Viability of the associated intangible elements 

Knowledge of nature is passed on through very good cooperation with the various nature 
conservation organizations. 

The preservation of the field names and the Hämmelsmarsch has been strengthened by being 
registered in the national inventory of intangible cultural heritage. 
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6.5. Safeguarding measures implemented 

As a small sheep farm in a large structure, we make an effort to do a certain amount of public 
relations work. By developing a website, we can sensitize interested parties to our work in nature 
conservation by explaining our procedure. In addition to imparting theoretical knowledge, we have 
also worked out practical concepts. For example, there is educational shepherding, which is 
aimed specifically at children and young people. Then there are the public droves under the motto 
“Shepherd for a day”. Interested parties can find out more about the transhumance of a herd here. 
Sheep husbandry and dog training courses round off the overall package. 

Since the shepherd's profession is often romanticized, we enjoy a certain presence in the media. 
In an entertaining and informative way, the audience should be informed and sensitized about 
transhumance. 

As already mentioned before, today's transhumance consists in the cooperation of shepherding 
and nature conservation organizations. Here the grazing of state, municipality or foundation 
owned land is discussed together with the Forest Administration, municipality syndicates and 
Natur & Ëmwelt Foundation. There is a lively exchange, as grazing in itself is something very 
spontaneous and lively. 

At the European level, herders and shepherds have come together to have political weight and to 
draw attention to their worries and needs. In 2010 there was a shepherd's march in which the 
Weber sheep farm was also involved. 

Indirect support for transhumance is indeed brought by EU directives, which state that existing 
biotopes must not be weakened. Their management is often so complicated that grazing with 
sheep is the only option. 

The request to register transhumance in the national inventory of intangible cultural heritage in 
the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg also provides a significant chance to preserve our practice. The 
elaboration of the application allowed a deeper awareness of the diverse cultural significance of 
transhumance in Luxembourg, as well as an increased exchange of the implied actors among 
each other and with representatives of the bearing communities of other living cultural heritages. 
A successful listing in the national ICH inventory with the resulting transmission and networking 
opportunities would be very beneficial to the preservation of transhumance in Luxembourg. 

The same applies to the possible participation of Luxembourg in an extension of the multinational 
inscription of transhumance on the UNESCO Representative list of the intangible cultural heritage 
of humanity. 

7. Consent of communities 

The present text was written by Myriam Zimmer with the kind support of Claude Schiltz (Natur & 
Emwelt) and Sam Mersch (Zenter fir Lëtzebuerger Sprooch) regarding field names. 
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