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UNIT 42
Hand-out 5.a:

FInal irrigators’ council nomination
Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
Instructions for completing the nomination form are available at:
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/forms
Nominations not complying with those instructions and those found below will be considered incomplete and cannot be accepted.
States Parties are further encouraged to consult the aide-mémoire for completing a nomination to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity available on the same webpage.
	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Scovania  in Southern Europe

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Customary Mediation by Irrigating Farmers in Scovania : the Irrigators’ Council of Galacia

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Customary Mediation by Irrigating Farmers in Scovania : the Irrigators’ Council of Galacia [in Spanish]

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	The Council of Farmers of the plain of Galacia [in Spanish]

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The community concerned consists of 12,345 farmers drawing water from the Lagara river irrigation system in the province of Galacia, in Scovania. The farmers are represented by a Farmers’ Board of 345 members. Seven members of the Farmers’ Board are elected or chosen by lot to serve on the Council of Irrigators. In the past, most of the farmers serving on the Farmer’s Board were men. Recently more women farmers have become representatives on the Board. No women farmers have yet served on the Council as President or Secretary, but this situation may soon change.

The general population of Galacia Province values the irrigation system, and its symbols and icons, as part of their common heritage, and it is important to their identity as Galacians, even though they are not all farmers, nor are they all directly affected by the work of the Council of Irrigators.
[Word count = 147]

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The jurisdiction of the Council of Irrigators of Galacia extends over an area of 28,254 hectares in the Galacia Province, on Scovania’s south-eastern Mediterranean coast. The surrounding farmlands, taking their irrigation water from the river Lagara, are organized into 50 estates. The Council meets weekly in the nearby town of Galacia, the capital of the province.

In Scovania, especially in the arid and semi-arid lands of the Mediterranean shore, there are numerous other irrigators’ communities who resolve their disputes through similar traditional courts. These courts operate independently from one another; the vitality of some of the other court systems seems to be seriously impaired.
[Word count = 106]

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Director
Family name:

Note: details such as names and addresses have been omitted from the sample nomination.
Given name:

     
Institution/position:

Galacian Provincial Department of Culture
Address:

     
Telephone number:

     
E-mail address:

     
Other relevant information:

     


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	     

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘other(s)’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) (     )

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Council of Irrigators of Galacia is a court, a community-based social system that regulates canal maintenance and water use and resolves disputes within the community of farmers who draw water from irrigation canals linked to the river Lagara in the province of Galacia (Scovania). The farmers are organized in estates that are proportionally represented in an elected Farmers’ Board.

The irrigated lands of the river Lagara are an example of the complex irrigation systems that stretch over the country’s south-eastern Mediterranean coast. They date back to the agricultural revolution that took place under Arab rule, in the ninth and tenth centuries CE, when irrigation systems were designed using older systems and local and imported knowledge about hydraulic and agricultural techniques. The water in these systems is distributed long distances to farmers, through successively smaller channels, in proportion to the size of their land and the amount of water available.

The Council of Irrigators, which also dates back to the times of Arab rule, meets weekly in the Town Hall of the capital of Galacia. Its seven members are all democratically elected or chosen by lot from among the members of the Farmers’ Board. The irrigating farmers respect the Council and adhere to its rulings. The formal legal system in the country recognizes the judgements of the Council. Inhabitants of the province who are not involved in farming also consider the irrigation system, the Council and its symbols to be part of their heritage.
[Word count = 245]

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The bearers and practitioners of the element are the 12,345 farmers who draw water from the irrigation canals. Three hundred and forty-five of these farmers serve on a Farmers’ Board, which represents the community.

The Council of Irrigators is made up of seven farmers who are members of the Farmers’ Board. The Council consists of a President and Secretary, who serve in the same capacities on the Farmers’ Board; they have a five-year mandate. There are also five Speaking Procurers, elected by random draw every year to represent farmers from different sections of the irrigated lands. The Farmers’ Board recently decided that in the future women, too, are eligible for election to the Council.

The Council holds open sessions every Thursday, settling disputes between farmers about water use and about maintenance of the equipment. Any irrigating farmer may attend the weekly sessions of the Council, which are also open to the public. The Council sits in the Plenary Sessions Room of the Galacia City Hall; it is the only institution other than the City Council to use the hall.

Waterwheels and other equipment used in the irrigation system require regular maintenance, which is also overseen by the Council. The irrigating farmers perform specific maintenance functions as lookouts, surveyors, channel cleaners, turn-setting agents, watering specialists, millers, gear maintenance specialists and so on. Women within the farming community work on the family plots and play specific roles as turn-setting agents.
[Word count = 238]

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The members of the Council of Irrigators solve conflicts around water use using rules about water distribution that have been transmitted orally down generations of farmers and are based on earlier rulings of the Council. Members of the irrigating community learn these rules by attending sessions of the Council and by discussing the rulings of the Council. Apart from the roles of President and Secretary, membership of the Council changes annually by random ballot, allowing members of the Farmers’ Board an equal chance to sit on the Council.

The irrigation system consists of canals and ditches of different types, operated by equipment varying from watermills and sluices to buckets and special measuring instruments. The Council oversees the maintenance of this equipment and resolves any disputes over maintenance. The knowledge required for using the irrigation system and for maintaining the various parts of the irrigation system is transmitted to younger members of the irrigating community through informal apprenticeship, usually within the family.
[Word count = 161]

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Council has social and economic value for the community concerned as it resolves water-related disputes and ensures the maintenance of the irrigation system upon which the community of irrigating farmers depends. The Council ensures that water, a scarce common resource, is shared fairly among the irrigating farmers and that individual interests do not take precedence over communal benefit in maintaining the irrigation system. The Council solves any conflict in a consistent, prompt and efficient manner, giving judgments immediately after a hearing. Because of the natural cycles of agriculture, any disagreements demand quick resolution. Thus the Council is highly valued by the farmers, who are willing to serve on the Farmers’ Board or the Council, vote for its President and Secretary, and abide by its decisions. Its judgments are also recognized by the formal judicial system in the country.

The Council, with its prominent presence in the capital of the province, has become an important signifier of the cultural identity of both the irrigating farmers and the residents of the province of Galacia as a whole. The following information highlights this cultural significance. The Council contributes to a sense of historical continuity in the region as it has helped to maintain and develop local agricultural practices, and related terminology and symbolism, over many centuries. The Council’s icons are thus used in many local festivals, festivities and architecture. The traditional loose black blouse worn by the farmer-judges symbolizes the identity of all farmers in the irrigated area.

[Word count = 245]

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Council’s customary rules are based on equality, the presumption of innocence and the right to a fair trial, which are compatible with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948. In making judgments, aimed at the efficient, fair and sustainable use of water resources, the Council maintains social harmony and promotes mutual respect within the larger community of irrigating farmers. It also makes a contribution to environmental sustainability and socio-economic development through the efficient use of water for agricultural production.
[Word count = 81]

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue which respects cultural diversity.

	(vi) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Inscription of the element on the Representative List can show how social practices such as democratic mediation of disputes may fit perfectly into the definition of intangible heritage, being constantly adapted to local circumstances, transmitted from generation to generation within a community, and contributing to the community’s sense of identity and continuity. These factors may deepen understanding of the concept of intangible heritage at local, national and international levels, where social practices like mediation are often not considered ‘heritage’. When people think of intangible heritage, it is music and dance that first comes to mind, and most elements inscribed on the Representative List to date are in the domain of performing arts.

This particular practice shows how traditional democratic conflict resolution and management of a scarce commodity can contribute to harmonious and sustainable development and to the well-being and welfare of the communities, groups and individuals concerned.
[Word count = 147]

	(vii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The inscription of the element may encourage dialogue elsewhere in the world about the positive role traditional democratic systems may play in the equitable and sustainable management of scarce natural resources for the benefit of local communities – a problem that is becoming very common in the world today, for example, in the management of fisheries.
The inscription of the mediation practices of the Council, a social institution which has built on a history of intercultural transfer of techniques, skills and knowledge for mutual benefit, may also contribute to better understanding and dialogue about the legacy of close historical relations and exchange between Europeans and Arabs across the Mediterranean.
[Word count = 108]

	(viii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The inscription of the element will promote respect for human creativity by demonstrating the ingeniousness of customary mediation systems and complex hydraulic systems designed for sustaining agricultural production. Many kinds of skills and knowledge were, and continue to be, mobilized to construct, manage and maintain the irrigation system. The development of complex democratic communal systems for managing them is equally illustrative of human creativity.

Water management systems and customary arbitration systems also occur elsewhere in the world. Inscription of this element will draw attention to the diversity of these systems, and the specific forms they have taken in the socio-cultural setting of the western Mediterranean, shaped by both European and Arab cultural influences.
[Word count = 113]

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Although the viability of the element is not threatened, some safeguarding activities have been developed in the recent past to give more visibility to it, and maintain support for it.

The Council itself has been particularly involved in a programme to raise awareness about the element through an education programme in schools in the province of Galacia. Council members and irrigating farmers have visited these schools and engaged young people in discussions about the work of the Council.

Since five of the seven Council members only serve for one year at a time, and the other two, who serve five-year terms, are almost fully occupied with their important work in preparing Council sessions and regulating the use of the irrigation system, the Farmers’ Board has also set up a permanent Preservation and Promotion Committee to help promote, document and safeguard their customary practices (called the GISPPC, the Galacia Irrigation System Preservation and Promotion Committee).
The Galacian Department of Culture and the Farmers’ Board have agreed that this Committee, working closely with the Council and other stakeholders, will coordinate the implementation of future safeguarding measures. At present the GISPPC has 1.5 fixed posts funded by the Board; and 50 people (both farmers and townspeople) have so far contributed to its activities on a voluntary basis, expanding the Council’s education programme in schools. Under their guidance, school classes have visited some hydraulic installations and attended sessions of the Council.

[Word count = 237]

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the concerned States Parties safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The government of Galacia Province has helped to promote awareness of the value and role of the Council through the following strategies:

· Provision of funding for historical and archaeological research into the Council of Irrigators of Galacia, conducted mainly by the Galacia Heritage Foundation at the request of the Council and the Farmers’ Board (2009) and in close cooperation with them; and

· Publication of informative materials on the Council of Irrigators and the irrigation system for use in schools (2008).
[Word count = 80]

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	The safeguarding measures listed here have been developed with the full participation of the communities, groups and individuals concerned, and will be implemented with the full involvement of the irrigating farmers, and coordinated by the GISPPC (see also boxes 4(a) and (b) below).

The planned measures include:

· Prevention of inappropriate urban development through town planning regulations in the area served by the canal system, which may be considered a cultural space in the sense of Article 2.1 of the Intangible Heritage Convention. This plan will address the possible risk of development activities that may damage the irrigation system and/or disturb the cultural landscape as well as an influx of new residents to the area after the publicity associated with the inscription of the element on the Representative List. Any recently erected structures that hinder the flow of water will eventually be removed under these regulations. This activity will be supported by systematic documentation of the tangible heritage and skills associated with maintaining the canal system. This documentation will also be helpful in the updating of the information on the element contained in the Galacia Region Intangible Heritage Database every ten years.

· Expansion of the existing awareness-raising strategy to share information about the function and significance of the Council and the irrigation system within the communities concerned. The awareness-raising programme will include publications, visits to see the irrigation system, demonstrations of the hydraulic machinery and attendance at special demonstration sessions of the Council. It will be aimed mainly at children at schools within the Lagara Basin to encourage them to learn skills associated with the maintenance and management of the irrigation system. It will also be aimed at schools elsewhere in the province to inform the children about the irrigation system and the work of the Council and encourage them to value the associated knowledge and skills.

· Development of a more general awareness-raising programme aimed at schoolchildren in the rest of Scovania and tourists visiting Galacia to foster understanding and appreciation of the Council and the irrigation system. Information brochures will be developed for tourists wishing to attend sessions of the Council so that they may follow certain rules of behaviour, ensuring that the order of the sessions will not be unduly disturbed and that the Town Hall, a monument inscribed on the Provincial List of Monuments and Sites, will not be damaged.

· State support for this safeguarding plan is detailed below. The Farmers’ Board has also budgeted 10,000 euros annually for the next three years to contribute to management and safeguarding of the element. Private sponsors will be sought as well – one of the regional citrus exporting firms of the region has already announced that it will finance documentation of the history of the irrigation system up to an amount of 20,000 euros.
[Word count = 463]

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	As it has ratified the Convention, Scovania is responsible for creating conditions under which the intangible cultural heritage present on its territory can successfully be safeguarded. In 2008, the federal tax law was amended to include a provision that donations aimed at ICH safeguarding would be tax deductible for both private individuals and enterprises.

Heritage policies in Scovania are largely decentralized. The Department of Culture of Galacia Province and the Town Council of Galacia have already supported the safeguarding of the element financially in the past. Town Councils such as those in Galacia contribute by providing tourism material and providing local facilities to the Council of Irrigators (e.g. meeting room). Regulations are being developed to facilitate the safeguarding of ICH that is present in more than one province.

The Lagara River Basin Authority, which works under the Provincial Government and is required by law to secure water supplies for agriculture in the province, has made provision in its budget for the period 2013–2018 the 250,000 euros required for safeguarding the irrigation system and associated natural spaces

With the assistance of various other regional bodies and donations from the private sector, the local and provincial authorities will help the Farmers’ Board to finance the safeguarding measures listed above. Specifically, the Department of Culture of Galacia Province and the Town Council of Galacia have together agreed to finance the as-yet unfunded part of the safeguarding measures detailed above, which currently totals 80,000 euros in the period 2013–2018.
[Word count = 247]

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The GISPPC drafted the proposed safeguarding measures after two meetings (held on 14 January 2013 and 15 February 2013) with members of the farming community and representatives of local authorities and the Galacia Heritage Foundation. The meetings, co-organized by the GISPPC and the Provincial Department of Culture, were announced in the local press and on the Board’s website. At earlier meetings (see 3.d below), the community concerned had already agreed that the element should be nominated to the Representative List. At the meetings they discussed how it might be promoted and safeguarded and their suggestions for measures were incorporated into the nomination file. After discussion and refinement, the measures were formally approved by the Council of Irrigators.

The GISPPC will supervise and help to implement the proposed safeguarding measures. Regular reports will be made to the Council and the Farmers’ Board about the progress of the plan. Measures will be implemented with the widest possible participation of irrigating farmers: interested farmers will continue to be involved in the awareness-raising programme in local schools and more broadly in campaigns to protect the landscape from uncontrolled urban sprawl. In principle, all farmers sitting on the Farmers’ Board will be involved in the documentation of canal structures on their land.

[Word count = 207]

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Galacia Irrigation System Preservation and Promotion Committee of the Farmers’ Board (GISPPC)
Name and title of the contact person:

Note: Details such as names and addresses have been omitted from the sample nomination.
Address:

     
Telephone number:

     
E-mail address:

     
Other relevant information:

     


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages.

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The irrigating farmers’ community, supported by the Provincial Department of Culture, shows great commitment to promoting and preserving their unique mediation system and their inherited system of water distribution and use. The members of the Council of Irrigators, supported by the Farmers’ Board, submitted the application for this element to be declared a cultural property on the national level.

Farmers and their organizations (the Board, the Council and the GISPPC), at the invitation of the Provincial Department, were the driving force behind the nomination of the Court of Irrigators to the Representative List and have participated actively in its elaboration. Before undertaking this process, the Provincial Department ensured that they had the full support of the Federal Ministry of Culture of Scovania.

Representatives of the Farmers’ Board, the Council of Irrigators and individual community members participated in a series of public meetings, co-organized by the Provincial Department and the GISPPC in the Galacia Town Hall (13 November 2012; 14 January 2013; 15 February 2013). The meetings were announced and reported on in the local press and on the website of the Farmers’ Board. The first meeting aimed to inform the irrigating farmers about the Convention and its lists and to establish whether or not to submit a nomination to the Representative List. The second two meetings aimed to discuss drafts of the nomination file and the management and safeguarding measures proposed in it. Comments received during the second two meetings (including modifications of a preliminary description of the Council’s significance and suggestions for safeguarding measures) were incorporated into the nomination file.

The final nomination was refined and approved by Council members and representatives of the Farmers’ Board in three evening sessions held in February 2013 with the active participation of local government.
[Word count = 293]

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The element is nominated for inscription on the Representative List with the free, prior and informed consent of the members of the Council and the community of irrigating farmers. Their representatives have been extensively involved in, consulted and informed about the nomination process and the possible effects of inscription (see above). They have freely chosen to express their consent to the nomination in an official letter (attached). In signing the letter, the President of the Farmers’ Board of Galacia (who is also President of the Council) represents both the broader irrigating community and the Council itself.

The broader Galacian community also supports the nomination. A second letter, signed by the Mayor of the town of Galacia, testifies to the interest of the authorities of the town of Galacia in supporting the nomination. They guarantee free access to and use of the Town Hall for the weekly meetings of the Council. The president of the Galacia Heritage Foundation, some of whose members study aspects of the irrigation system and the history of the Council, wrote another letter in support of the nomination.

Two local newspapers, which had reported about the progress and purpose of the nomination, received many letters from their readership expressing support for it.
[Word count = 205]

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words
Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	Sessions of the Council are open to the public. At these sessions, there are 93 seats for audience members. If not all of them are occupied by irrigating farmers, any remaining ones can be occupied by outsiders. However, only members of the Farmers’ Board are eligible to become members of the Council.

Access to the canal system is restricted because the land alongside is privately owned. Public access to the waterwheels and other equipment of the canal system is not encouraged because the machinery could be damaged, but the knowledge about how to repair and operate this equipment is not secret. The GISPPC organizes visits for tourists, school classes and others to see the irrigation system and its machinery, ensuring that no damage is done to the system, and its functioning is not hindered.

Through interviews conducted with the Secretary of the Council of Irrigators and with the permanent staff of the GISPPC, it became clear there are no other limitations on access to aspects of the element.

[Word count = 168]


	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity

b. 
Name and title of the contact person

c. 
Address

d. 
Telephone number

e. 
E-mail

f. 
Other relevant information

	Organization/community: The Council of Irrigators/Farmers’ Board/Preservation and Promotion Committee of the Farmers’ Board (GISPPC)/Galacia Heritage Foundation

Name and title of the contact person: Note: Details such as names and addresses have been omitted from all the sample nominations.

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

a. Indicate below:

· when the element has been included in the inventory, which should be prior to the submission of the nomination to the Secretariat (31 March),
· its reference,

· the inventory in which the element has been included,

· the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory,

· how the inventory has been drawn up ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11(b) of the Convention),

· how the inventory is regularly updated (Article 12 of the Convention).

b. Documentary evidence shall also be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different. The extract should be, for example, the inventory record or file for the nominated element, including its description, location, community(ies), viability, and so on. It may be complemented by a reference below to a functioning hyperlink through which such an inventory may be accessed, but the hyperlink alone is not sufficient.
The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The ‘Council of Irrigators of Galacia’ was entered on the Galacia Region Intangible Heritage Database in 1999 as no. II-B-99-0001. The database, administered by the Department of Culture of Galacia Province, currently has 27 elements. The entry for this element contains documentation on the Council, the irrigation system and its management. This documentation was prepared with the participation of two designated members of the Council of Irrigators and two members of the Galacia Heritage Foundation. The documentation was amended and authorized by the Council before inclusion on the database.

In 2008, the Galacia Region Intangible Heritage Database was integrated into the newly created Federal Inventory of the Tangible and Intangible Heritage of the communities living in Scovania. The information on the inventory about this element was first updated in 2009; it will be updated every ten years.

In 2010, at the proposal of the Provincial Department of Culture, after consultations with the Council and the GISPPC, the element was included on the Federal Tentative List of elements of ICH that may be nominated for inscription on one of the Lists of UNESCO’s Intangible Heritage Convention at some future date.

A copy of the inventory entry for the element is appended.

[Word count = 201]

	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)
The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of concerned community is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different
 FORMCHECKBOX 

10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 

cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French
 FORMCHECKBOX 

cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)
Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audio-visual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	P. Belgash. 2007. The Water Court System in the Galacia Region. Spring Press, Verona.

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Title:
Head of the Provincial Department of Culture [mandated by the Federal Minister of Culture and Heritage to represent the Federal Government for all matters relating to this file]
Date:
     
Signature:
     


	Name(s), title(s) and signature(s) of other official(s) (For multi-national nominations only)

	     


FINAL IRRIGATORS’ COUNCIL NOMINATION

Letters of Consent

[English Translation]

The Council of Irrigators of Galacia

Scovania 
21st February 2013

LETTER OF CONSENT

Further to our meetings held at the Galacia Town Hall from November 2012 to February 2013, the members of the Council of Irrigators of Galacia and of the Farmers' Board hereby grant their free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of ‘Customary Mediation by Irrigating Farmers in Scovania; the Irrigators’ Council of Galacia’ on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

We attest to the truthfulness of the descriptive and qualitative information generated during the activities we attended. We pledge to work with local ICH experts, NGOs, research institutions and governmental organizations to safeguard and develop of our cultural heritage.

Signed

Pedro Alvarez De Souza

President of the Farmers Board

President the Council of Irrigators

Galacia

Official seal

[English Translation]

Mayor’s Office
Galacia Municipality, Scovania 
18th February 2013

LETTER OF CONSENT

The Municipal authorities of Galacia hereby grant their free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of ‘Customary Mediation by Irrigating Farmers in Scovania; the Irrigators’ Council of Galacia’ on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The Municipality of Galacia will continue to provide free access to and use of the Town Hall for the weekly meeting of the Council of Irrigators as has been the case for many years.

Signed

Jose-Maria Reyes

Mayor, Galacia
Official Stamp

[English Translation]

Galacia Heritage Foundation

Scovania 
February 26, 2013

RE: NOMINATION OF ‘CUSTOMARY MEDIATION BY IRRIGATING FARMERS IN SCOVANIA; THE IRRIGATORS’ COUNCIL OF GALACIA’
As the Galacia Heritage Foundation, we are delighted to give our free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of ‘Customary Mediation by Irrigating Farmers in Scovania; the Irrigators’ Council of Galacia’ on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The Foundation has for many years researched the province’s irrigation system and the important role of the Irrigators’ Council in maintaining and managing our precious water resources in a spirit of respect, justice and adherence to our ancestral cultural values.

We take this opportunity to reaffirm our unconditional support to the implementation of the safeguarding plan indicated under the nomination of the ‘Customary Mediation by Irrigating Farmers in our Scovania; the Irrigators’ Council of Galacia’.

Signed

For and on behalf of

The Galacia Heritage Foundation

Roberto De Spiritu Sanctus

President

Galacia Heritage Foundation

FINAL IRRIGATORS’ NOMINATION
Extract from inventory

[Translated into English]

THE REPUBLIC OF SCOVANIA 
FEDERAL INVENTORY OF THE TANGIBLE AND INTANGIBLE HERITAGE

No.II-B-99-0001

Original Entry: 
Galacia Regional Intangible Heritage Database, 1999

Date of Entry: 
2008

Date of Update:
2009

Name of the element: ‘Council of Irrigators of Galacia’
Domain of the element: Social practices, knowledge and traditional craftsmanship

Description of the element

The Council of Irrigators of Galacia is a court, a community-based social system that regulates canal maintenance and water use and resolves disputes within the community of farmers who draw water from irrigation canals linked to the river Lagara in the province of Galacia (Scovania). The farmers are organized in estates that are proportionally represented in an elected Farmers’ Board.

Signed:

Mr……

Director,

Federal inventory of the tangible and intangible heritage

(stamp)
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