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Strategic choices in ICH policy making: discussion framework[footnoteRef:1] [1: .	Note: this document may need to be adapted depending on the context.] 

There are no strict guidelines for policy development under the Convention, only broad principles. ICH policy needs to be tailored to the situation in each State. This involves making strategic choices about approaches and priorities, based on the specific context and needs of each State. This document raises some questions regarding these choices, and can be used either to guide discussion in a workshop session or as a questionnaire.
WHAT BEST DESCRIBES THE APPROACHES UNDERLYING CULTURAL POLICY MAKING IN YOUR STATE?
· One nation, one culture, so one cultural policy. Recent immigrants are expected to assimilate to the ‘national’ culture (or equivalent in a federal system).
· Everyone shares in ‘national’ culture (which may in fact be based on the principles of governance in the State), but people can also have a separate group identity. These different cultures and identities can be accommodated under the same national (or federal) cultural policy.
· It is up to each region/state/province to regulate their own cultural affairs.
· There is no cultural policy. Culture is something that the State does not regulate.
WHAT BEST DESCRIBES THE APPROACH TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION IN THE STATE IN POLICY MAKING?
The State makes policy for the public
The public are consulted on policy
The public participate in making policy
Who makes policy in the State? Is it the Executive branch (such as the ministries) or the Legislative branch of government (such as parliament)?
Give examples of ways in which the public participates in policy-making, if at all, in the State.
WHAT ELEMENTS OF ICH DO COMMUNITIES IN YOUR STATE CONSIDER IMPORTANT? GIVE EXAMPLES
· Oral expressions
· Performing arts
· Social practices, rituals, festive events
· Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe
· Knowledge and skills to produce traditional crafts
WHAT ARE THE MAJOR FACTORS THAT THREATEN (OR MAY THREATEN) THE VIABILITY OF ICH IN YOUR STATE?
· Loss of interest within communities to continue the practice
· Lack of employment or income generation opportunities from ICH practice
· Current marginalisation of communities and groups concerned (economic, social, cultural)
· Historical marginalisation of communities and groups concerned (economic, social, cultural)
· Environmental factors
· Other, please specify
WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT ARENA FOR AWARENESS RAISING ABOUT ICH, GIVEN THE SITUATION IN YOUR STATE?
· The international community
· The State
· Local communities
· All of the above
WHAT ARE THE MAIN BENEFITS OF ICH SAFEGUARDING, GIVEN THE SITUATION IN YOUR STATE?
· Recognition of cultural diversity/creativity nationally and internationally
· Social cohesion and identity for communities concerned
· Fostering a national culture based on ICH
· Economic development of the State
· Economic development of specific communities
· Sustainable development of communities more generally
· Identification of ICH for the protection of intellectual property rights
· Other, please specify
WHAT EXISTING LAWS AND POLICIES MIGHT AFFECT ICH SAFEGUARDING IN YOUR STATE?
· International or regional agreements and laws, please specify
· Constitutional and/or human rights provisions in the State, please specify
· Governance arrangements and provisions for minority groups in the State, please specify
· Policies and laws in the culture sector, please specify
· Policies and laws outside the culture sector, please specify
· Other, please specify
WHO, OTHER THAN THE COMMUNITIES AND GROUPS CONCERNED, CURRENTLY HAS INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES REGARDING ICH SAFEGUARDING IN YOUR STATE?
· State agencies, please specify
· NGOs or civil society organisations, please specify
· Research institutions or other centres of expertise, please specify
· Other, please specify
WHAT OTHER RELEVANT ISSUES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED REGARDING POLICY-MAKING FOR ICH SAFEGUARDING IN YOUR STATE?


HOW WILL ICH-RELATED POLICIES PROMOTE THE INVOLVEMENT OF COMMUNITIES, GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS CONCERNED IN ICH MANAGEMENT?
· Community representation required in civil consultative bodies at the national (federal), provincial (county, state) or local level
· Community representation required in ICH Committees or other ICH-specific bodies
· Community representation and proof of community consent required in ICH work of NGOs or civil society organisations
· Community representation and proof of community consent required in ICH work of research institutions or other centres of expertise
· Free, prior and informed consent required for activities for safeguarding ICH
· Other, please specify
WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING ICH POLICY APPROACHES (TICK ALL THAT APPLY) MIGHT HELP TO ADDRESS THE CHALLENGES FOR ICH SAFEGUARDING IN YOUR STATE? HOW WILL THEY DO THIS?
· ICH policies that give special emphasis to specific domains of ICH or specific communities or groups (explain why)
· ICH policies that give special emphasis to ICH whose viability is impaired or threatened
· ICH policies that give special emphasis to encouraging or supporting bearers of ICH knowledge and skills
· ICH policies that apply equally to all ICH domains or elements
· Other, please specify
WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING APPROACHES (TICK ALL THAT APPLY) COULD BE USED TO INCLUDE ICH-RELATED PROVISIONS IN DIFFERENT KINDS OF POLICIES?
· All ICH-related provisions integrated into general culture or heritage policies (covering tangible heritage, cultural industries etc.)
· The formulation of separate policies and institutional arrangements for ICH (distinct from general culture or heritage policies)
· ICH also specifically mentioned in other policies (culture policies, heritage policies, language policies, etc.)
· ICH also specifically mentioned in other policies outside the culture sector (constitution, education policies, health policies, etc.)
· Other, please specify
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