[image: ]
17 COM 3 BUR
[bookmark: _Hlk94624970]LHE/22/17.COM 3.BUR/3
Paris, 4 May 2022
Original: English

LHE/22/17.COM 3.BUR/3 – page 2
LHE/22/17.COM 3.BUR/3 – page 3
CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
Meeting of the Bureau
Online
6 May 2022
3 p.m. – 5 p.m. (Paris time)
Item 3 of the provisional agenda:
Request by Ukraine to examine the nomination ‘Culture of Ukrainian borscht cooking’ 
as a case of extreme urgency
	Summary
The State Party of Ukraine made a request for the Committee to examine the nomination ‘Culture of Ukrainian borscht cooking’ for inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List as a case of extreme urgency in the sense of Article 17.3 of the 2003 Convention. This document presents the background to this request and proposes a procedure that the Bureau may consider establishing for this case.
Decision required: paragraph 9


A. 

Background
The present document provides background on the request submitted by Ukraine to inscribe as soon as possible the nomination ‘Culture of Ukrainian borscht cooking’ on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding (hereafter, ‘the Urgent Safeguarding List’), in the sense of Article 17.3 of the 2003 Convention.
The nomination in question (no. 01852) was initially submitted in March 2021 for possible inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity (hereafter ‘the Representative List’), but it has not been treated so far due to the annual ceiling and the order of priorities. Since Ukraine is entitled to have at least one nomination to be examined in 2023 in application of priority (0), the Secretariat sent a letter on 12 April 2022 (Annex 1) to the Permanent Delegation of Ukraine to enquire whether the country wishes the nomination to be treated under the 2023 cycle, for examination by the eighteenth session of the Committee. On 21 April 2022, the Minister of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine replied (Annex 2) to the above-mentioned letter to formally request the inscription of ‘Culture of Ukrainian Borscht cooking’, as a case of extreme urgency, on the Urgent Safeguarding List.
Provisions under the 2003 Convention and its Operational Directives
As regards the inscription as a case of extreme urgency, the relevant provisions – which, to date, have never been applied in the implementation of the 2003 Convention – concern Article 17.3 of the 2003 Convention as well as inscription criterion U.2(b) and U.6 under paragraph 1 and paragraph 32 of the Operational Directives, as follows:
	Article 17.3 of the 2003 Convention

	In cases of extreme urgency – the objective criteria of which shall be approved by the General Assembly upon the proposal of the Committee – the Committee may inscribe an item of the heritage concerned on the List mentioned in paragraph 1, in consultation with the State Party concerned.



	Operational Directives Chapter I.1 paragraph 1: Criteria for inscription on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding

	U.2 (b) The element is in extremely urgent need of safeguarding because it is facing grave threats as a result of which it cannot be expected to survive without immediate safeguarding.
U.6 In cases of extreme urgency, the State(s) Party(ies) concerned has (have) been duly consulted regarding inscription of the element in conformity with Article 17.3 of the Convention.



	Operational Directives Chapter I.9: Nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding to be processed on an extremely urgent basis

	32. In case of extreme urgency, and in conformity with Criterion U.6, the Bureau of the Committee may invite the State(s) Party(ies) concerned to submit a nomination to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding on an accelerated schedule. The Committee, in consultation with the State(s) Party(ies) concerned, shall examine the nomination as quickly as possible after its submission, in accordance with a procedure to be established by the Bureau of the Committee on a case-by-case basis. Cases of extreme urgency may be brought to the attention of the Bureau of the Committee by the State(s) Party(ies) on whose territory(ies) the element is located, by any other State Party, by the community concerned or by an advisory organization. The State(s) Party(ies) concerned shall be informed in a timely manner.


Proposed procedure
As required by the above-mentioned provisions and in particular paragraph 32 of the Operational Directives, the Bureau is to establish an accelerated procedure on a case-by-case basis for the request at hand. In this regard, the Bureau may wish to consider the following two points:
Demonstrating a case of extreme urgency
Since the nomination file was initially prepared against the inscription criteria for the Representative List (criteria R.1 – R.5), it needs to be adjusted to demonstrate that the nominated element qualifies as a case of extreme urgency in fulfilment of the inscription criteria for the Urgent Safeguarding List.
· Preliminary analysis by the Secretariat indicates that the information already presented under criteria R.1, R.4 and R.5 can be used to consider whether the nomination meets criteria U.1, U.4 and U.5, respectively. Considering the current situation in Ukraine, the Committee may request the Ukrainian authorities to submit a more detailed safeguarding plan at a later stage as required by criterion U.3, by adjusting and updating the safeguarding measures submitted with reference to criterion R.3.
· In application of Article 17.3 of the Convention, the nomination should be adjusted to satisfy criteria U.2(b) and U.6, in order to demonstrate that the inscription of the element qualifies as a case of extreme urgency.
Proposed steps forward
Following from the above, the Bureau may invite the national authorities of Ukraine to provide any further information as regards criteria U.2(b) and U.6 in addition to that provided in the letter of 21 April 2022. On the basis of the feedback, the nomination dossier may be transmitted to the 2022 Evaluation Body for assessment during its June meeting (planned for 20 to 25 June 2022), with a request by the Bureau to treat the file as a case of extreme urgency.
The Bureau may then wish to convene again to take stock of the progress made, review the recommendation of the Evaluation Body and discuss the next steps to bring the nomination to the Committee for its examination. In this regard, the proposal of the Bureau may be either to present the nomination at the seventeenth session of the Committee (28 November to 3 December 2022) or to call for an earlier extraordinary session of the Committee around the ninth session of the General Assembly in July 2022 (in the latter case, an electronic exchange with the Committee members would be necessary, pursuant to Rule 2.2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee).
The steps to be taken with the timeline may be summarised as follows:
	Steps
	Actions
	Timeline

	1
	Request from the Minister of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine transmitted by the Permanent Delegation of Ukraine to the Secretary of the 2003 Convention
	21 April 2022

	2
	A first Bureau meeting of the seventeenth session of the Committee of the 2003 Convention to discuss and establish the procedure
	6 May 2022

	3
	Updating of the nomination dossier to demonstrate its fulfilment of the inscription criteria for the Urgent Safeguarding List (U.2(b) and U.6 in particular)
	May/June 2022

	4
	Full evaluation of the nomination dossier by the Evaluation Body during its June meeting. The recommendations of the Body will be prepared in the form of a draft Committee decision
	20 – 25 June 2022

	5
	Publication of the report of the Evaluation Body on the nomination ‘Culture of Ukrainian borscht cooking’ with its recommendations
	Late June 2022

	6
	A second Bureau meeting of the seventeenth session of the Committee, as needed, to take stock of the progress and discuss the next steps to bring the nomination to the Committee for its examination
	Late June/early July 2022

	7
	An electronic exchange of the Committee to decide on the decision-making timeline
	Late June/early July 2022

	8
	Option a). A sixth extraordinary session of the Committee to examine the draft Committee decision as prepared by the Evaluation Body 
	July 2022 (before or after the ninth session of the General Assembly)

	
	Option b). The seventeenth ordinary session of the Committee to examine the draft Committee decision prepared by the Evaluation Body
	28 November – 3 December 2022



The Bureau may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 17.COM 3.BUR 3
The Bureau,
Having examined document LHE/22/17.COM 3.BUR/3 and its annexes,
Takes note of the request by Ukraine to examine the nomination ‘Culture of Ukrainian borscht cooking’ (initially submitted for possible inscription on the Representative List) for inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List as a case of extreme urgency in the sense of Article 17.3 of the Convention;
Further notes that in accordance with paragraphs 1 and 32 of the Operational Directives, the Bureau is to establish a procedure, on a case-by-case basis, to treat this request with particular focus on inscription criteria U.2(b) and U.6;
Invites Ukraine to submit any additional information in addition to what has been provided, particularly as regards inscription criteria U.2(b) and U.6 and requests the Secretariat to include the information in the nomination file, in consultation with the submitting State;
Further requests the 2022 Evaluation Body to evaluate the nomination file, during its June meeting, with specific consideration of inscription criteria U.2(b) and U.6 and provide its recommendation to the Bureau as soon as possible thereafter;
Decides to meet again, after the June meeting of the Evaluation Body, in order to take stock of the progress of the process, review the recommendation of the Evaluation Body and discuss the next steps to bring the nomination to the Committee for its examination.
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H.E. Mr Vadym Omelchenko
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary to France
Permanent Delegate of Ukraine to
UNESCO

UNESCO House

12 April 2022

Ref.: CLT/LHE/22/0185200012

Dear Ambassador,

The Secretariat of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage is currently processing the nomination files that will be
examined by the Intergovernmental Committee in 2023.

Although your country did not submit any national file this year, the file
‘Culture of Ukrainian borscht cooking’ submitted in March 2021 for a
possible inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity could be considered for the 2023 cycle, if confirmed
by your country.

| would appreciate if you could kindly indicate to me before 19 April 2022
whether you wish this nomination to be considered for the 2023 cycle.

Please be aware, however, that the list of files to be considered for the 2023
cycle will only be finalized once the prioritization exercise is completed in
accordance with paragraph 54 of the Operational Directives and Decision
15.COM 9.

Should we not hear from you by the aforementioned date, the Secretariat
shall assume that the above-mentioned file may be considered for a
subsequent cycle.

| thank you for your interest in the Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Yours sincerely,

[signed]

Tim Curtis
Secretary, Convention for the Safeguarding of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage

cc: National Commission of Ukraine for UNESCO

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
7, Place de Fontenoy 75352 Paris 07 SP France
T: +33 (0)1 45 68 11 12



https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003_Convention_Basic_Texts-_2020_version-EN.pdf

https://ich.unesco.org/en/Decisions/15.COM/9

https://ich.unesco.org/en/Decisions/15.COM/9
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Mr. Tim Curtis

Secretary of the UNESCO Convention for
the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage

Dear Mr. Curtis,

On behalf of the Ministry of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine and from me
personally allow me to extend to you and to the Secretariat of the 2003 Convention the
assurances of my high consideration.

In reply to your letter dated 12 April 2022, I am pleased to announce that the Ministry of
Culture and Informational Policy of Ukraine confirms the file “Culture of Ukrainian borscht
cooking” for consideration in the 2023 cycle. Moreover, in view of the ongoing military
aggression of the Russian Federation in Ukraine and in case of insuperable circumstances, |
would like to ask you to consider the nomination file as a matter of extremely urgency under
a special procedure in accordance with Article 1.9 and in conformity with Criterion U.6 of the
Operational Directives.

In these difficult times for Ukraine, we increasingly understand the importance of
safeguarding our culture and traditions. In such circumstances, we need more than ever to
preserve our traditions and unique recipes. Ukrainian borscht is a marker of the national
identity. This dish demonstrates its culinary sustainability and historical, geographical, and
even geopolitical durability. The culture of borscht cooking has become a kind of ethno-
cultural phenomenon and plays an important role in shaping the modern consciousness of
Ukrainians. It is no exaggeration to say that the entire population of Ukraine today is a bearer
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of tradition. The culture of Ukrainian borscht cooking is not only an element of the intangible
cultural heritage of Ukraine, but a way of living. Therefore, Ukrainian borscht and the culture
of its cooking contribute to strong social and dialogical interaction among all social levels of
Ukrainian society.

I would like to draw special attention to the fact that the element is generally national, not
regional, which in the context of a full-scale war only complicates its safeguarding. Every day
civilians die in all regions of Ukraine. Some were left without access to food. Every family
cooks Ukrainian borscht according to recipes which are based on regional peculiarities, and
today there are threats that the transmission of the culture of cooking and traditions of
Ukrainian borscht cannot be passed from one generation to another due to the death of entire
families.

In our opinion, all this poses a direct threat to the existence of the element “Culture of
Ukrainian borscht cooking” and requires its inclusion in the List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding as soon as possible.

I want to assure you that the Ministry, local authorities and local communities are doing
everything possible to the protection of intangible cultural heritage elements included in the
National List of Ukraine, paying special attention to the transfer of knowledge between
generations. But life in wartime shows that this is not enough, and we have to ask for the
support of the Secretariat of the 2003 Convention and the Committee for the Safeguarding of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you the assurances of my highest consideration
and I hope for your positive decision.

Oleksandr TKACHENKO
Minister
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