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UNIT 42
Hand-out 1.a:

Final Kijimana nomination

List of Intangible Cultural Heritage
in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
Instructions for completing the nomination form are available at:
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/forms
Nominations not complying with those instructions and those found below will be considered incomplete and cannot be accepted.
States Parties are further encouraged to consult the aide-mémoire for completing a nomination to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding available on the same webpage.
	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Wotthama in East Africa

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Rituals and practices associated with the Madaras in the sacred forests of the Kijimana

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable

Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language, corresponding to its official name in English or French (point B.1).

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Rituals and practices associated with the Madaras in the sacred forests of the Kijimana [in the local and the national language]

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1), mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	This element is practised by the Kijimana community of Wotthama whose ancestors are believed to have settled in nine Madara forest settlements after they migrated from neighbouring Talana in the sixteenth century. The Kijimana no longer live in the Madara forest settlements, but many of them still live in nearby villages; others have moved further afield to find work. In such areas, neighbouring communities have taken up aspects of the rituals and practices. Within the Kijimana community, Councils of Elders play an important role in the enactment and transmission of the rituals and practices associated with the Madaras.

[Word count = 98]

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The nine Madara forest settlements and associated Kijimana villages are located along the eastern coastal region of Wotthama, between the rivers A and B, in an area stretching about 50 km long and 200 km wide. The Madara settlements, inscribed on the World Heritage List, are located within residual patches of a once extensive and diverse lowland forest area. The forest remnants around each Madara cover an area of 10 to 20 hectares, although the fortified Madara sites themselves are much smaller, covering no more than a hectare. The villages associated with the Madaras are located a few kilometres away from them. Many Kijimana people now live in peri-urban settlements far from the villages along the coast within and beyond Wotthama, where they can find more work opportunities. Kijimana people living outside the villages often return to the Madaras to practise their rituals, and many still wish to be buried near the village where they or their ancestors were born.
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	E.
Domain(s) represented by the element

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) 

	F.
Contact person for correspondence

	F.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Note: details such as names and addresses have been omitted from this sample nomination.
Family name:


Given name:


Institution/position:

Provincial Department of Culture – Kijimana project
Address:


Telephone number:


E-mail address:


Other relevant information:




	F.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion U.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community,

b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element,

c. any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,

d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

Not fewer than 750 or more than 1,000 words

	The Kijimana tell the legend of their exodus from Talana, which resulted in the creation of nine fortified Madara settlements in the forested coastal region of Wotthama. The Kijimana no longer live in the Madaras, but in villages located nearby or in other settlements. Kijimana rituals, such as healing rituals and burial ceremonies, are all associated with the Madaras and are performed there or in the nearby Kijimana villages. Some Kijimana living away from their villages regularly return to these villages or the Madaras for these rituals.

The rituals are performed under the direction of a Council of Elders, of which there are nine. The rituals and community governance system related to the Madaras unify the Kijimana, form the basis for their cultural and social identity, and are a reference point for their common past. These rituals and practices also still guarantee to some extent a harmonious co-existence between the Kijimana and their natural environment. The Kijimana recognize the practices presented in this file as belonging to their cultural heritage.

The Councils of Elders

For Kijimana men, membership of a specific age set determines their role and social standing within the clan; elaborate rituals are held for members graduating from one age set to another. The most senior age set comprises the members of the Council of Elders. Each of the nine Councils of Elders acts as the custodian of a specific Madara and the intangible heritage associated with it.

The Elders formulate and regulate rules by consensus, giving advice and guidance to community members in monthly sessions that they hold under a tree in one of the villages associated with a Madara. They enforce disciplinary measures for infractions of community rules: community members can, for example, be given a heavy fine or penalty by the Council of Elders for destroying vegetation, or for breaking norms of good behaviour.

By enforcing the system of community justice, the Councils of Elders maintain peace and harmony among the Kijimana villages under their jurisdiction and coordinate the use of natural resources of the neighbouring Madara forests. Thus, the element can be taken into consideration under the Convention, in accordance with Article 2.1.
Older men with good social standing in the community who wish to contribute to the governance of the community join their Council of Elders through a special oath-taking ceremony conducted within the Madara concerned. In their oath-taking ceremony, they promise to engage in conflict resolution, to conceal community secrets from outsiders, and to instil the virtues of truthfulness and justice in community members. Once ordained into the Council of Elders, new members learn secret practices and special skills through participation in rituals and through apprenticeship.

The Healing Ritual

The Kijimana interpret misfortunes as a sign of the ancestors not being at peace with the living. Conflicts and problems are believed to occur due to the destruction of the ecosystem, inappropriate utilization of resources, disruption of social order and non-fulfilment of promises.

The Elders perform rituals within the Madaras that maintain the relationship between the Kijimana, their deceased ancestors (who mediate between them and the spirit world), and the natural environment. The Healing Ritual, which often involves the pouring of a libation (palm wine and a little food) on the ground, is conducted to appease the ancestors and to maintain a close relationship between the living, their ancestors and nature. Kijimana people attend the Healing Rituals in the Madara they are associated with and participate in ceremonies and festivities involving dancing, drumming and singing in nearby villages afterwards. Women perform a special dance, accompanied by rhythmic clapping and singing, in the villages associated with the Madara at the end of the Healing Ritual.

Burial ceremonies

In the traditional burial ceremony, all members of the community join in songs (dirges) and dances, accompanied by drum beating, mourning the death of a member of the community and consoling the bereaved. The Elders conduct the burial ceremony, placing a figurine, called Haniwa, on the grave and then afterwards burying a small talisman at designated areas within the Madara known only to the Elders. The Haniwa figurine has to remain on the grave for family members to communicate with the spirit of the deceased person. Although all Kijimana used to be buried within the Madaras, because the burial locations within the Madaras are rather small, nowadays mainly politicians and Elders are buried in the Madaras. Other Kijimana are buried near the villages they live in.

The talisman, a secret mix of herbs made by the Elders and wrapped in a cloth, is a charm widely used within the community to protect against witchcraft, bad omens, environmental disaster and social distress.

The Elders ensure the transmission of the knowledge required for performing the rituals, enforcing the system of community governance and ecological management and for the making of ritual objects such as talismans and Haniwa grave figurines. Children assist their parents in the various rituals. This means that by adulthood children understand their function and know how to assist and participate in them. During initiation rites, they are taught the dances, rituals and songs of the Kijimana appropriate to their age and gender, and the requirements of being a good citizen among the Kijimana.
[Word count = 868]

	2.
Need for urgent safeguarding

	For Criterion U.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is in urgent need of safeguarding because its viability is at risk despite the efforts of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals and State(s) Party(ies) concerned’.
Describe the current level of viability of the element, particularly the frequency and extent of its practice, the strength of traditional modes of its transmission, the demographics of its practitioners and audiences and its sustainability.

Identify and describe the threats to the element’s continued transmission and enactment and describe the severity and immediacy of those threats. The threats described here should be specific to the element concerned, not generic factors that would be applicable to any intangible heritage.

Not fewer than 750 or more than 1,000 words

	Most rituals and practices associated with the Madaras continue to be practised today particularly when new men are recruited into the Council of Elders, community members die or misfortunes befall the Kijimana community. They remain an important part of Kijimana identity, especially in the Kijimana villages. Most Kijimana still attach value to the rituals associated with the Madaras and respect their Council of Elders. Many of them still wish, on their death, to have the Haniwa figurine on their grave, and a talisman buried for them within the Madara. Kijimana business people and political leaders often come back at times of crisis or difficult decisions, seeking blessings and guidance from their Council of Elders. In response to the disapproval of the Elders during the recent violence at the time of the elections in 2009, thieves and looters in the Kijimana villages returned whatever they had stolen to the owners.

There are a number of serious threats to the viability of the Kijimana rituals and social practices, including migration and other forms of social change, which have led to a general reduction in the appreciation of the element, especially outside of the Kijimana villages, and less frequent enactment and transmission thereof, even within the Kijimana villages. Without the stabilizing influence of these traditions, social conflict can more easily arise, especially evident during violent conflicts around the time of elections in recent years.

Kijimana people started moving away from the villages near the Madaras as long ago as the 1940s to find work on commercial farms or in urban areas. This migration has led to a situation in which there are few young people living permanently in the Kijimana villages; those young members of the community born away from the villages are no longer as familiar with traditional practices. For those living on commercial farms or in urban areas, it is more difficult to sustain traditional beliefs alongside new religious beliefs. Most members of the Kijimana community adhere to Christianity or Islam today, and many who have been exposed to formal education consider the practices, traditions and beliefs associated with the Madaras to be primitive or irrelevant and question the authority of the Council of Elders. The negative attitude of religious leaders preaching in the churches and mosques in the larger Kijimana villages and nearby towns also discourages some of the young people from engaging in the rituals and practices associated with the Madaras.

In the Kijimana villages, women still teach their younger counterparts how to do the dances associated with the Healing Ritual. Some men still learn how to enact the rituals and practices from members of the Council of Elders through apprenticeship, observation and participation. However, many young women have moved away from the villages; the number of men being ordained into the Councils of Elders is decreasing; and the average age of the older men and women who lead traditional dances, ceremonies and rituals are increasing. Also, as social mores change, fewer men can comply with the strict moral requirements for initiation into the Council of Elders. Even those who no longer enact the Kijimana traditions and practices regret their gradual disappearance. Community Development and Youth Groups have noted an increasing commitment among the Kijimana, especially in the Kijimana villages, to contribute to the safeguarding of the element.

The booming market in African art and the rarity of Haniwa figurines has led to a thriving black market in these objects. This offends members of the Kijimana communities because it disrupts their connection to the ancestors and makes it difficult for them to conduct some of the rituals.

The continued viability (sustainability) of the element desired by many Kijimana (see Section 3.a) will depend on the continued active interest and participation of Kijimana communities in organizing and attending traditional rituals and ceremonies; transmission of the associated skills, knowledge and beliefs to the younger generations; and an increase in the willingness and capacity of younger men to join the Councils of Elders.
[Word count = 662]

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion U.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may enable the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned to continue the practice and transmission of the element’. The nomination should include sufficient information to permit the Evaluation Body and Committee to assess the ‘feasibility and sufficiency of the safeguarding plan’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element
The feasibility of safeguarding depends in large part on the aspirations and commitment of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned. Describe past and current efforts of the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals to ensure the viability of the element.
Describe also past and current efforts of the concerned State(s) Party(ies) to safeguard the element, taking note of external or internal constraints, such as limited resources.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Encouraged by discussions about this nomination and the earlier nomination for World Heritage status, Kijimana living in the villages near the Madaras have begun a common conversation about safeguarding their traditions and practices, seeking assistance from various stakeholders including local government and researchers. Community Conservation and Development Groups, with between ten and twenty Kijimana members (male and female, young and old), have been established for some of the Madaras. They discuss threats to the viability of their practices and rituals, seek solutions, and consider how to find new forms for some of their social practices that might need to be adapted to current circumstances. Their activities have already led some young Kijimana to participate more in the governance system for the villages and the rituals associated with the Madaras. More middle-aged men are nowadays considering becoming members of a Council of Elders in the future. Some young people (members of Kijimana youth groups) have been proactive in the conservation of the Madara cultural spaces by acting as whistle-blowers when thieves enter the area. The youth groups also encourage young women to learn the dance performed at the end of the Healing Ritual.

Research on the traditions associated with the Madaras has been undertaken by the Provincial Department of Culture, with community participation, as part of their inventorying project. The National Policy on Culture and Heritage (2008), referring explicitly to UNESCO’s Intangible Heritage Convention, recognizes the importance of intangible heritage for the identity and continuity of communities in Wotthama. The national development agenda, 'Vision 2020', identifies mutual respect for cultural practice and the mobilization of traditional social aspects of community life as central to building a peaceful and cohesive society.

The National Community Performing Arts Festival (established in 2009) has developed a special category for the promotion of songs, narratives and dances emanating from the Kijimana and other coastal communities. This festival has helped to increase interest among young Kijimana in the practice of the songs and dances associated with rituals in the Madaras. In 2009 a Cultural Centre was also set up near one of the Madaras that is particularly easy for tourists to access; it has been used to promote broader awareness about Kijimana traditions and practices. This initiative has resulted in improved visibility of the element, and in better interaction and cooperation between Kijimana groups associated with different Madaras.

Protecting the Madaras is a precondition for the safeguarding and promotion of the traditions and practices associated with these cultural spaces: this includes the maintenance of the Madara forests and the historical Kijimana settlements in them, and careful development of surrounding environments. In 2001, the Madaras were proclaimed as national monuments and forest reserves under national legislation. The Madaras were inscribed as cultural landscapes under the World Heritage Convention in 2008, and are now under public ownership to enable better management of the sites while ensuring continued access by the Kijimana people. The Forestry Services and Provincial Department of Culture manages the Madara World Heritage Site, which intends to take into account the environmentally friendly, traditional practices of the Kijimana. The National Environment Management Framework, adopted in 2009, encourages the preservation of natural ecosystems such as the Madara forests.
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	3.b.
Safeguarding plan proposed
This section should identify and describe a feasible and sufficient safeguarding plan that, within a time-frame of approximately four years, would respond to the need for urgent safeguarding and substantially enhance the viability of the element, if implemented. It is important that the safeguarding plan contain concrete measures and activities that adequately respond to the identified threats to the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities. States Parties are reminded to present safeguarding plans and budgets that are proportionate to the resources that can realistically be mobilized by the submitting State and that can feasibly be accomplished within the time period foreseen. Provide detailed information as follows:

a. What primary objective(s) will be addressed and what concrete results will be expected?

b. What are the key activities to be carried out in order to achieve these expected results? Describe the activities in detail and in their best sequence, addressing their feasibility.

c. Describe the mechanisms for the full participation of communities, groups or, if appropriate, individuals in the proposed safeguarding measures. Provide as detailed as possible information about the communities, in particular, practitioners and their roles in implementing safeguarding measures. The description should cover not only the participation of the communities as beneficiaries of technical and financial support, but also their active participation in the planning and implementation of all of the activities.

d. Describe the competent body with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element, and its human resources available for implementing the safeguarding plan. (Contact information is to be provided in point 3.c below.)
e. Provide evidence that the State(s) Party(ies) concerned has the commitment to support the safeguarding plan by creating favourable conditions for its implementation.
f. Provide a timetable for the proposed activities and estimate the funds required for their implementation (if possible, in US dollars), identifying any available resources (governmental sources, in-kind community inputs, etc.).
Not fewer than 1,000 or more than 2,000 words

	Kijimana community representatives and the Provincial Department of Culture have worked together to develop a series of safeguarding measures that are presented below. The Provincial Department of Culture is committed to providing an environment favourable for Kijimana communities living near the Madaras to continue practising and transmitting their traditions. It has allocated resources and committed to enabling partnerships between all stakeholders to this end (see below). The Provincial Department will act initially as the competent body for coordinating safeguarding so as to facilitate liaison between community representatives and the National Museum, research institutes, forestry services, and other stakeholders listed below in the safeguarding plan. Ultimately, it is hoped that an umbrella community organization will be established out of the Community Conservation and Development Groups and Councils of Elders from all the Madaras and that this will become the competent body for coordinating safeguarding.

The integrity of the forests is ensured thanks to protective measures taken after their nomination to the World Heritage List. The main threats to the viability of the element are unemployment in the Kijimana villages and the resulting migration of Kijimana people away from them, and decreasing interest shown by young people in the rituals and social practices associated with the Madaras. The theft of the Haniwa figurines threatens the traditions and practices associated with the Madaras.

The safeguarding plan aims to address these threats by:

Creating incentives for Kijimana youth to stay near the Madaras (through tourism and income-generating schemes such as bee-keeping);

· Promoting solidarity between Kijimana living in villages near the Madaras and ensuring dialogue between them about common challenges and the outcomes of the safeguarding measures adopted, involving Community Conservation and Development Groups and Councils of Elders. These discussions will specifically aim to find ways to foster appreciation for the element among Kijimana people; increase the number of men entering the Councils of Elders; and encourage transmission of the knowledge and skills required for rituals, dances and community governance to younger Kijimana men and women;

· Ensuring the security of the Madara sites, reducing the theft of grave figurines and traffic in them; and

· Ensuring continued access to the Madaras by the Kijimana community and mitigating any adverse effects of tourism by creating synergy between the management of the Kijimana rituals and practices and the management of the sites as World Heritage Sites, national monuments and forest reserves.

The Provincial Government will ensure the free participation of all concerned communities, including tour agencies and the Education Department in the implementation of the proposed measures. It has committed funding to support several prioritized safeguarding activities developed to address these threats and has a plan to raise the remaining funds.

The safeguarding plan:
Activity

Stakeholders responsible 

Timetable

Cost/needs US$
Outcomes expected

Development projects including bee-keeping and ecotourism around the Madaras

Councils of Elders

Community Conservation and Development Groups

Provincial Government

2014–2017

20 000 committed by Provincial Government development fund

-Young people remain living near the Madaras

-More candidates for Councils of Elders

-Greater numbers of young people participating in the rituals and practices

Meetings between community groups and Councils of Elders from different Madaras

Councils of Elders

Community Conservation and Development Groups

Youth groups

2014–2017

5 000 committed by Provincial Government 

-Common problems and solutions in safeguarding identified between Madaras

-Improved cooperation between Kijimana groups of different Madaras

-Development of activities to increase Kijimana appreciation of the element, transmission of knowledge and skills to younger Kijimana, and improved recruitment into the Councils of Elders 

Monitoring of trade in figurines from grave sites
Establishment of systems of community guards

National Museum

Interpol

Department of Police and Customs

Community Conservation and Development Groups

2014–2016

10 000 in foreign embassy funding 

-Prevention of illegal trafficking in figurines from grave sites

-Return of stolen items to Madaras

-Prevention of damage to Madara sites

Establishment of a committee to monitor the management of the Madaras and the associated tangible and intangible heritage 

Community Conservation and Development Groups

Councils of Elders

Forestry Services

Provincial Department of Culture

2014–(ongoing)

5 000 p.a. committed by Provincial Government 

-Synergy between the management of the tangible and intangible heritage associated with the Madaras

-Income from tourism channelled into local development projects

-Mitigation of any adverse effects of tourism 

Documentation and research about the element, including the documentation of the Haniwa figurines

Councils of Elders and interested members of the community who participate in rituals (women, men, children)

Research Institutions

Provincial Department of Culture

Kijimana school children and youth groups

2014–2017

10 000 committed in kind by Research Institutions

-Increased knowledge about the element to aid in safeguarding

-Awareness raised among Kijimana children

-Register of figurines to aid in tracking stolen items and returning them 

Inclusion of information about the Kijimana ICH in the school curriculum and materials development for teaching in the whole of Godara Province  of  Wotthama
Department of Education

Community Conservation and Development Groups

Materials development experts

2014–2017

10 000 committed by Provincial Department of Education, remaining 10 000 to be funded by Provincial Government fundraising plan

-Increased awareness of the element’s value, especially among young Kijimana, ensuring respect.

Extra-curricular training sessions for Kijimana children in villages near the Madaras

Councils of Elders and interested members of the community (women, men, youth)

Kijimana school children

Cultural Centre employees

2014–2018

5 000 p.a. (About ten Kijimana volunteers will do the teaching) 

-Enhanced understanding, enactment and transmission of selected practices such as songs and dances

Kijimana cultural activities (songs, narratives, and dances) promoted through the National Community Performing Arts Festival and activities in the Cultural Centre

Community members involved in the performance of songs, dances and narratives

Community Conservation and Development Groups

Provincial Department of Culture

Tourism Office
2014–2016

10 000 to be funded by Provincial Government fundraising plan

-Awareness raised among tourists and the general public of the importance of the element
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	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Provincial Department of Culture
Name and title of the contact person:

Address:


Telephone number:


E-mail address:


Other relevant information:




	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process 

	For Criterion U.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages.

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	In order to prepare this nomination and to develop the safeguarding measures proposed in this file, there were a series of consultation meetings in the Kijimana region between June 2012 and June 2013. Participants included Kijimana community members, Community Conservation and Development Groups, the majority of members of all the Councils of Elders, Kijimana Youth Groups and representatives from the National Museum and the Provincial Department of Culture. By and large, these same stakeholders had participated in early 2012 in the description of the element when an inventory entry was being prepared for it.

During the meetings, the Kijimana representatives were informed about the purpose and possible effects of inscription on the USL. They were also informed about the crucial role of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the management and safeguarding of their ICH, under the Convention. After the Kijimana representatives had agreed to a possible nomination, including the elaboration of safeguarding measures, meetings continued during the year that it took to prepare the nomination file.

Kijimana representatives who participated in this nomination process expressed a strong wish for the traditional practices related to the Madaras and the associated cultural spaces to be safeguarded and took the view that inscription on the USL with its reporting obligation on the international level might contribute to this end. They came up with the idea of developing income-generating activities such as bee-keeping, ecotourism and craftsmanship. Concerned about the theft of grave figurines, they resolved to recruit community guards, who will work hand in hand with the youth groups which act as whistle-blowers when thieves enter the forest.

Although initially worried about the impact of tourism and research on their secret rituals, the Councils of Elders agreed to an approach (discussed below) that ensured all customary restrictions on access to the element would be observed and that new restrictions might be developed if required. They agreed to: (1) fully participate in activities related to the safeguarding of their traditional practices and to the conservation of associated Madara forests, (2) maintain and strengthen their Councils by encouraging and training new members, and (3) report to local authorities any destructive activities occurring within the Madara forests.
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	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimen of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Kijimana community associated with the Madaras, represented by each of the nine Councils of Elders and the Community Conservation and Development Groups, gave their free, prior and informed consent for their rituals and social practices to be nominated to the Urgent Safeguarding List of UNESCO’s Intangible Heritage Convention in view of the precarious state of their viability. The Kijimana youth groups also assented to the nomination. Their consent was documented in the appended video clip (filmed on 11 March 2014) and in the appended document.
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	​​​​​​​​​​​4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words.

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words 

	Certain regulations have to be observed on entering the Madaras. Community Conservation and Development Groups and the Councils of Elders have discussed whether, and how, to adapt these traditional taboos and practices to current circumstances including tourism.

The following customary practices governing access to the element (some of which are handled by women) will be fully respected in the process of inscription and the implementation of the safeguarding plan:
1. During rituals, no tourists are allowed into the relevant parts of the Madaras. AII visitors to Madaras shall observe practices and traditions (including taboos), such as the removal of shoes, prohibition on singing songs unless invited, prohibition of damage to any vegetation, and a prohibition on smoking while in the Madaras. The use of mobile phones is not allowed. All strangers have to be guided while visiting the Madaras.

2. The further documentation of the element will be undertaken and updated in consultation with the Kijimana communities, as has been done in the past. The Councils of Elders shall decide which aspects of their traditions and practices shall not be disclosed to outsiders.
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	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. Name of the entity

b. Name and title of the contact person

c. Address
d. Telephone number
e. E-mail

f. Other relevant information

	Organization/Community: Representatives of all Community Conservation and Development Groups, selected women Elders, Youth Groups and Councils of Elders

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion U.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

a. Indicate below:

· when the element has been included in the inventory, which should be prior to the submission of the nomination to the Secretariat (31 March),
· its reference,

· the inventory in which the element has been included,

· the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory,

· how the inventory has been drawn up ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11(b) of the Convention),

· how the inventory is regularly updated (Article 12 of the Convention).

b. Documentary evidence shall also be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different. The extract should be, for example, the inventory record or file for the nominated element, including its description, location, community(ies), viability, and so on. It may be complemented by a reference below to a functioning hyperlink through which such an inventory may be accessed, but the hyperlink alone is not sufficient.
The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The national authorities are in the process of drawing up the National Inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory of Wotthama. The ‘Traditions and Practices of the Kijimana in the forests of the Madaras’ has been included in the first version of the National Inventory, under the administration of the National Department of Culture in 2013 (copy of entry no. 11 attached). Kijimana community representatives and the Councils of Elders have been fully involved in identifying and defining the element for inclusion in this inventory (see above), and have given their consent to its inclusion. They have asked for certain restrictions on access to the information provided in the inventory entry for the element; some rituals have not been fully documented because the information is secret and will be held with the Councils of Elders. All inventory entries will be updated and amended in principle once every ten years.
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	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)
The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of concerned community is other than English or French
 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different
 FORMCHECKBOX 

10 recent photographs in high definition
 FORMCHECKBOX 

cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French
 FORMCHECKBOX 

cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)
Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audio-visual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:


Title:
Minister of Culture
Date:

Signature:



	Name(s), title(s) and signature(s) of other official(s) (For multi-national nominations only)

	


FINAL KIJIMANA NOMINATION
Letters of consent
[English Translation]

COUNCIL OF ELDERS

VILLAGE X

GODARA PROVINCE

14 February 2012.

SUBJECT: PROCEEDING FREE, PRIOR AND INFORMED CONSENT TO THE NOMINATION


The Council of Elders of village X of Godara Province grant free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the Madaras in the forests of the Province of Godara on the Urgent Safeguarding List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.


The Council is one of the nine Councils of Elders in the Province that is associated with this cultural heritage. We can assure you that it is our role to represent all our community and that we have consulted them several times about this nomination. We agree to the nomination without reservation and believe that such nomination will help us to strengthen the preservation other Madaras in our community. We shall make every effort to involve young people in the safeguarding of our heritage.

[Signed]

Mohammed Faruzi
Head of the Council

Village X

Traditional seal

(Eight other similar letters of consent for Councils of Elders – attached)

[English Translation]

Community Conservation and Development Group

Village B

Wotthama 
March 2, 2012

Subject: Proceeding free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The Community Conservation and Development Group of Village B was founded in 2006 as an organization that promotes solidarity between the Kijimana living in our neighbouring villages.

The Community Conservation and Development Group supports the nomination and grants free, prior and informed consent to the nomination on the Urgent Safeguarding List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

We also pledge to participate in the safeguarding plan including bee-keeping and ecotourism around the Madaras and to continue organizing meeting between community groups and the Council of Elders.



Yours sincerely,

[signed by]

Ali Ahmed

Group Leader

Community Conservation and Development Group

(Five other similar letters of consent by Group Leaders – attached)

FINAL KIJIMANA NOMINATION
Extract from inventory

[Translated into English]

Entry No.11

NATIONAL INVENTORY OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE REPUBLIC OF WOTTHAMA 

Adopted by the National Department of Culture of the Republic of Wotthama at its Annual General Meeting held on 8 February 2012 in Wotthama 
Name of the element: Traditions and Practices of the Kijimana in the forest of the Madaras

Geographic distribution: Godara Province

Description of the element

The Kijimana tell the legend of their exodus from Talana, which resulted in the creation of nine fortified Madara settlements in the forested coastal region of Wotthama. The Kijimana no longer live in the Madaras themselves but in villages located nearby or in other settlements. Kijimana rituals, such as healing rituals and burial ceremonies, are all associated with the Madaras and are performed there or in the nearby Kijimana villages. Some Kijimana living away from their villages regularly return to these villages or the Madaras for these rituals.

Bearers and practitioners

The rituals are performed under the direction of a Council of Elders, of which there are nine. The rituals and community governance system related to the Madaras unify the Kijimana, form the basis for their cultural and social identity, and are a reference point for their common past. These rituals and practices also still guarantee to some extent a harmonious co-existence between the Kijimana and their natural environment. The Kijimana recognize the practices presented in this file as belonging to their cultural heritage.
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