'~ PERMANENT DELEGATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE
‘ , PHILIPPINES
g TO UNESCO

4 Qctober 2017

Dear Ms. Coudray,

| wish to provide you with updated information from the Philippine Presidential
Task Force on Media Security (PTFoMS) on the status of legal investigations being
conducted in relation to the following cases:

| Leo Diaz Immediate investigation was conducted after receiving |
‘ | information of the murder of Leo Diaz. The Diaz family and an
| ' eyewitness have secured a complaint affidavit and a judicial
affidavit, respectively. Charges will be filed by the Philippine

) National Police. _ 7

Rudy Alicaway Based on initial investigation, Rudy Alicaway was an
entertainment radio commentator. It is possible that his murder

| was related to his work as a Barangay (Village) Councilman.

It would be highly appreciated if this information could be included in the next
Director-General's Report on the issue of the safety of journalists and the issue of
impunity.

With renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Very truly yours,
c@a @QM ? :
A
legate

MA. THERESA P. LAZ
Ambassador and Permanent

Ms. Sylvie COUDRAY
Chief of the Section for Freedom of Expression
Communication and Information Sector (Cl)

Maison de 'UNESCO - Bureau B21-22, 1 rue Miollis 75732 PARIS Cedex 15 - France
Telno.: (+33) 1 45 68 30 12/ Fax: (+33) 14567 07 97
www.parispe.dfa.aov.ph
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PHILIPPINES

“! [ PERMANENT DELEGATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE

15 UNESCO

27 July 2017

Dear Ms. Coudray,

With reference to the letter of Mr. Guy Berger dated 2 March 2017, | wish to
provide you with updated information on the status of legal investigations being
conducted in relation to cases cited by the UNESCO Director-General which was
sent electronically on 20 July by the Philippine Presidential Task Force on Media
Security.

It would be highly appreciated if this information could be included in the
Director-General’'s Report on the issue of the safety of journalists and the issue of
impunity.

With renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Ambassador and Permanent Delegate

i Very truly §urs,
MA. IéERESA P. LAZ/IW\

Ms. Sylvie COUDRAY
Chief of the Section for Freedom of Expression
Communication and Information Sector (Cl)

Maison de 'UNESCO - Bureau B21-22, 1 rue Miollis 75732 PARIS Cedex 15 - France
Telno.: (+33) 1 4568 30 12/ Fax: (+33) 1 45 67 07 97
www.parispe.dfa.aov.ph



PHILIPPINES

W/ PERMANENT DELEGATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE
u_.wf TO UNESCO

30 June 2017

Dear Mr. Berger,

With reference to your letter dated 2 March 2016, the Philippines would like to
request for an extension of the deadline for submission of updates on the status of
legal investigations of cases concerning Filipino journalists.

We hope for understanding for this request, as the Department of Justice has
expressed need for additional time to compile a comprehensive update.

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Ve; truly yours,
aA. THERESA ]

bassador and Permanent Pelegate

Mr. Guy Berger
Director, Division of Freedom of Expression and Media Development (CI/FEM)

Communication and Information Sector (CI)

Maison de 'UNESCO - Bureau B21-22. 1 rue Miollis 75732 PARIS Cedex 15 - France
Tel no.: (+33) 14568 30 12 / Fax: (+33) 145 67 07 97
www.parispe.dfa.gov.ph
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PERMANENT DELEGATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE
PHILIPPINES

gt TO UNESCO

27 January 2017

Dear Mr. Berger,

| wish to provide you a copy of Administrative Order No. 1 creating the
Presidential Task Force on Violations of the Right to Life, Liberty and Security of the
Members of the Media signed by President Rodrigo Duterte on 11 October 2016.

The Task Force, mandated to ensure a safe environment for media workers,
will be co-chaired by the Department of Justice and the Presidential Communications
Office. Its members include the Department of Interior and Local Government,
Department of National Defense, Office of the Solicitor General, Presidential Human
Rights Committee, Armed Forces of the Philippines, Philippine National Police, and
the National Bureau of Investigation.

The Commission on Human Rights of the Philippines and national press
associations shall be invited as observers by the Task Force.

The Task Force shall undertake an inventory of cases and prioritize unsolved
cased. It shall also designate a special team of investigators and prosecutors of
perpetrators.

The Task Force shall receive, monitor, and take action on developments, and
submit reports every six months to the President.

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Very truly yours,

-

Kz~ i o drtar
AILEEN ‘S/MENDIOLA-RAU
Chargé d'Affaires, a.i.

Mr. Guy Berger
Director, Division of Freedom of Expression and Media Development (CI/FEM)
Communication and Information Sector (Cl)

Encl: as stated

Maison de 'UNESCO - Bureau B21-22, 1 rue Miollis 75732 PARIS Cedex 15 - France
Tel no.: (+33) 1 4568 30 12/ Fax: (+33) 1 45 67 07 97
www.parispe.dfa.gov.ph
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Republika ng Pilipinas
KAGAWARAN NG KATARUNGAN
Department of Justice
Manila

URGENT MATTER
27 June 2017

UNDERSECRETARY JOEL SY EGCO
Executive Director,

Presidential Task Force on Media Security
GF, New Executive Building, J.P. Laurel St.,
Malacafiang, San Miguel, Manila

Dear Sir:

Greetings!

Respectfully forwarding to your good office, for appropriate action, the letter of the
Office of United Nations and International Organizations (UNIO) of the Department of
Foreign Affairs dated 16 June 2017, which was referred to our office on 27 June 2017,
requesting updates on the status of legal investigations being conducted by the
Philippine Government on the cases of killing of Filipino journalists during the period
2006-2016, as indicated in the list attached to said letter.

Further, they are requesting for feedback on whether or not the report to be submitted
by the Philippine Government could be posted in the IPDC website.

A reply directly’ to UNIO, copy furnished our office, is highly appreciated.
Thank you very much for your immediate response and appropriate action.
Truly yours,

By authority of Undersecretary

ERICKSON H. BALMES:

ATTY. M ANE A. DE CASTRO
Chief of Sta



DEPARTMENT . ¢ JUSTICE g ’
NT OF FOREIGN AFFA{

Date: 27 June 2017 N NG UGNAYANG PANLABAS

For/To: Office of Usec. Balmes

i AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Dear Usec. Balmes,

We are respecfully forwarding the communication
from the Office of United Nations and International
Organizations re: status of legal investigations being
conducted by the Phil. Government on the cases of
killings of Filipino Journalists since this is related to
the functions of A Q. 1 which is under your office.

J
A
|
|
|
|

16 June 2017

ffice of the UNESCO Assistant Director-General for
sting updates on the status of legal investigations
arnment on the cases of killings of Filipino journalists

Thank you and for your appropriate action. Bd inihe attached list

Sikgarel DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE f UNESCO's request is made based on the following:
incerely,

E
ndemnation of Violence against Journalists, adopted

eneral Conference at its 29" session in 1997; and

C 5 Office of Usec. Orted —ysed £ . sarmes 5f "Journalists and the Issue of Impunity, adopted by
ouncil of UNESCQ's International Programme for the
!nication (IPDC) at its 28" Session in 2008.

sack on whether o not the report to be submitted by
I lllilj-l]-llllc ASUNVTHINTIGHIL WU Wi Pusted ln the IPDC website'

Please be informed that the Philippine Government has been given until 27 June 2017
to ensure submission of the requested updates. In this regard, the Department would
appreciate receiving DOJ's inputs and updates on or before 23 June 2017, to enable it to
comply with the deadline for submission to UNESCO. UNIO-Division 6 (Human Rights and
Humanitarian Affairs Division) would appreciate receiving an advance Word copy of the inputs
through email at unio.divé@dfa.gov.ph.

With my best regards.
Very truly yours,
For the Secretary of Foreign Affairs:

'/'f VLM:. {11';1/1)
BAYANI S. MERCADO
Assistant Secretary
MR. REYNANTE B. ORCEO
Undersecretary
Department of Justice DER:
Padre Faura Street _—

Ermita, Manila 1} ’r.-z__,-_.,_, ,

5.:; E L Uy :

Attn: Atty. YVETTE A. HIPOLITO-SAMPER i 1 " o
State Counsel |l 0,__\, :-‘ ...--—..L‘_*-

2330 Roxas Blvd., Pasay City. 1300 Philippines
Tel. No. 834 - 4000
www.dfa.gov.ph
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DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 5
KAGAWARAN NG UGNAYANG PANLABAS

11209 OFFICE OF UNITED NATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

EXTREMELY URGENT
16 June 2017
Sir:

Enclosed is a letter from the Office of the UNESCO Assistant Director-General for
Communication and Information, requesting updates on the status of legal investigations
being conducted by the Philippine Government on the cases of killings of Filipino journalists
during the period 2006-2016, as indicated in the attached list.

The Assistant Director-General of UNESCO’s request is made based on the following:

1. Resolution 29 on the Condemnation of Violence against Journalists, adopted
during the UNESCO's General Conference at its 29" session in 1997, and

2. Decision on the Safety of Journalists and the Issue of Impuhity, adopted by
the Intergovernmental Council of UNESCO’s International Programme for the
Development of Communication (IPDC) at its 28" Session in 2008.

UNESCO further requests feedback on whether or not the report to be submitted by
the Philippine Government could be posted in the IPDC website.

Please be informed that the Philippine Government has been given until 27 June 2017
to ensure submission of the requested updates. In this regard, the Department would
appreciate receiving DOJ's inputs and updates on or before 23 June 2017, to enable it to
comply with the deadline for submission to UNESCO. UNIO-Division 6 (Human Rights and
Humanitarian Affairs Division) would appreciate receiving an advance Word copy of the inputs
through email at unio.divB@dfa.qov.ph.

With my best regards.
Very truly yours,
For the Secretary of Foreign Affairs:

‘(A VM%/MW/J
AYANI S. MERCADO
Assistant Secretary
MR. REYNANTE B. ORCEO

Undersecretary

Department of Justice 4
Padre Faura Street DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Ermita, Manila _T‘Lm”_i R,
27 JUN 2011 )
Attn: Atty. YVETTE A. HIPOLITO-SAMPER i | §!

Ll Rl :
State Counsel Il B, & CEASHE: Coe
i =L URLLL

2330 Roxas Bivd., Pasay City. 1300 Philippines

Tel. No. 834 - 4000
www.dfa.gov.ph L-G-0303-2017
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*“Republic 01 e Philippines :
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

RO INd/A:QON'suP
E i

(n-’\'. o ade

ljf OSEC

O Leg

[] USEC !

[] ASEC [J Planning & Management

[J Attached Agency Seine
ORIOGFI::JII::?NG O WS [J Administrative Service

[] Technical Staff [J Internal Audit Service

O Fanhiieic [0 other Offices/Agencies
SUBIJECT:

U UNIO Jeter o D cequust oy aplabed oo eIy

oy e medin ku'u.-js 4“‘3 the |’M'H axdl, ,ag?gumentbate: P
Deadline:
ACTION/S UNDERTAKEN
DATE FROM T0 REMARKS/INSTRUCTIONS/ACTION REQUESTED
Name/Signature Name/Signature
G Jompe g P apfopriole ks
tho | 70 s Gt funtd w2 enduid forc b

B® 4

fsec- Balnes?

[ Please draft reply
[] Please submit your

comments/inputs/recommendations
L Piease attend to this invitation/meeting

[ For other appropriate action
[ For your information

[J Note and file

REYNANTE B. ORCEO

Undersecretary
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