




RREFERENCE 

GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 

D E C I S I O N  

No 310-A of 11 March 2010 

ON APPROVING THE CRITERIA FOR COMPILING LISTS OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL VALUES AND THE LIST OF VALUES OF 

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 

 

In compliance with Point 3 of Article 7 of the Law of the Republic of Armenia "On Intangible Cultural Heritage" the Government of the 

Republic of Armenia hereby decides: 

To approve the criteria for compiling lists of intangible cultural values and the list of values of the intangible cultural heritage of the 

Republic of Armenia according to Annexes No 1 and No 2. 

 

Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia  

31 March 2010 Yerevan 

 

                                    TT. Sargsyan 

 

 



 

 

Annex No 2 to the Decision of the Government of the Republic of Armenia  

No 310-A of 11 March 2010 

LLIST 
OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUES OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 

 Name (title) Sphere 
(genre, style) 

Location, distribution 
region 

Bearer Brief historical 
reference (when and 
how it was formed, the 
first evidence in 
sources) 

Viability (preliminary 
functions, historical, 
cultural, economic, 
public safeguarding, 
development, and 
changes) 

Characteristics (uniqueness, 
historical, ethnocultural, social, and 
other peculiarities) 

16. Traditional 
blacksmithin
g  

Skills and 
knowledge 
related to 
traditional 
craft 

Before the first half of the 
20th century, it was spread 
not only in the cities but 
in the villages as well. 
Nowadays, there are 
workshops based on the 
traditional technological 
skills of blacksmithing in 
Ashtarak, Gyumri, and 
Yerevan.  

Blacksmiths, who 
still safeguard the 
habit of working 
with the traditional 
blacksmithing 
technologies and 
are the bearers of 
the traditional 
technological skills. 

The first mention is in 
“The Armenian 
History” by Movses 
Khorenatsi, afterward, 
in the works of other 
medieval historians, 
namely the works of 
Vanakan Vardapet and 
Stepanos Orbelyan.  

Transferred by master 
blacksmiths to their 
students namely in cases 
when their students are 
their or relative’s sons. 
There is a danger of the 
transfer of skills and 
knowledge to the future 
generates related to the 
technological chain and 
separate components.  

The technological components are the 
following: heating the iron, shaping, 
forging in hot or cold method, heating, 
quenching in the water (quenching the 
iron in the water to give it a steel 
characteristic), as well as technological 
and supplementary stages: welding and 
riveting. The following technological 
phases compile a technological cycle, 
the correct sequence of phases compile 
a technological chain. Each of the 
technological components requires a 
serious mastery based on knowledge, 
experience, and skills.  

Head  of Staff of the Government 
oof the Republic of Armenia D. Sargsyan 









 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. 599-A of 15 April 2021 
 

RREFERENCE 

 
ON MAKING AMENDMENTS IN DECISION N 310-A OF 11 MARCH 2010 OF THE 

GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Based on Article 34 of the law “On Normative Legal Acts”, the Government of the Republic of 

Armenia hereby decides: 

1. To rewrite the Appendix 2 of the Decision of the Government of the Republic of Armenia N 310-A 

of 11 March 2010 “On Approving the Criteria of Compiling Lists of Intangible Cultural Values and 

the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage Values of the Republic of Armenia” in accordance with the 

Appendix.  

 
 
 

Nikol Pashinyan 
 
 
 
SEAL: Staff of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia, Protocol Department, No. 2

 
 

GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 
 

D E C I S I O N  
 



Appendix 
of the Decision of the Government of the 

Republic of Armenia N 599-A of 15 April 2021 
 

Appendix N 2 
of the Decision of the Government of the 

Republic of Armenia N 310-A of 11 March 2010 
 
 

LIST 
OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUES OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 

 
 

NN 
 

Name Sphere 
 

Area of Distribution Bearer Brief historical reference Characteristics (description, features) Viability (historical, cultural, 
economic, social significance) 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
16. Traditional blacksmithing Skills and knowledge 

of traditional crafts 
The element is mainly 
distributed in the Gyumri 
community, Shirak marz 
of the RA. There are 
workshops also in 
Ashtarak city, Aragatsotn 
marz of the RA, and the 
capital city Yerevan.  

The bearers of the element are 
the blacksmiths of young, 
middle, and elder ages.  The first mention about the blacksmithing is 

given in “The Armenian History” of Movses 
Khorenatsi, a 5th-century Historian, afterward in 
the works of other medieval historians, mainly in 
the works of Vanakan Vardapet and Stephen 
Orbelian.  There are pieces of evidence about 
the blacksmiths’ guilds existing until the 19th 
century, which had their charter, flag, and 
symbol, as well as unique rituals and 
ceremonies of safeguarding and transferring the 
craft. Until the beginning of the 20th century, 
blacksmithing was popular not only in the cities 
but in the villages as well.  
 

The components of the blacksmithing craft 
are the following: heating the iron, shaping, 
forging in hot or cold method, heating, 
quenching in the water (quenching the iron in 
the water to give it a steel characteristic), as 
well as technological and supplementary 
stages: welding and riveting. Each of the 
technological components requires a special 
mastery based on knowledge, experience, 
and skills. The knowledge and skills of 
master blacksmiths are transferred to their 
students mainly in cases the students are 
their or their relatives’ sons.      

Nowadays, there are dynasties of blacksmiths in 
different workshops and specifically Gyumri 
community based on the skills of traditional 
blacksmithing technologies, who are inherited and 
are the bearers of traditions of guilds that were 
previously popular. It should be noted that Gyumri is 
the only community in the republic, that today as well 
keeps the traditions of urban blacksmithing vital. 
Besides having a household function, the 
blacksmithing in Gyumri has also artistic 
peculiarities. Blacksmiths from Gyumri maintain the 
habits of working with the traditional blacksmithing 
technologies and are the bearers and transferrers or 
the traditional technological skills.   

 
               HEAD OF STAFF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA                      A. TOROSYAN 


