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To: The National Commission for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Ministry of 
Culture of Romania 

 

The undersigned, prof. univ. dr. ing. SAVA Camelia, in her capacity as a dean of the Faculty of 
Agricultural Sciences, Food Industry and Environmental Protection of the Lucian Blaga University of 
Sibiu, I express my consent in the name of the institution that I represent, for the inscription of 
TRANSHUMANCE in the UNESCO Cultural Heritage. 

Given the features that shepherding has in its status as an ancient occupation of the Romanian people, the 
traditional practices of extensive breeding of sheep in Romania, the multiple roles of rural pastoral life 
with all its social, economic and cultural implications, we consider that TRANSHUMANCE must be part 
of the intangible cultural heritage. 

Within our faculty, the importance of transhumance for the preservation of the biodiversity and the 
intangible cultural heritage is approached within the various disciplines comprised in the curricula for 
bachelor and master degress (Mountain Studies, Management of sustainable development in the rural 
area, Management of agricultural environment protection). 

We recommend that the preservation of traditional pastoralism practices, and the inscription and 
recognition of TRANSHUMANCE in Romania as an integral part of the UNESCO Cultural Heritage. 

 

Prof.univ.dr.ing. Camelia SAVA 

Signature and Stamp 

 

Adress: 7-9, Ion Rațiu street                                                                            Telephone: +40(269)211338 

Sibiu, 550012, Romania                                                                                     Fax: +40(269)212558 

Email: saiapm@ulbsibiu.ro 

saiapm.ulbsibiu.ro 

 

 

 





THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MARGINENI  

SĂLIȘTE, 9, Steaza street, Sibiu county 

No. of registration: 12/09.2021 

TO: 

 The National Commission for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Ministry of 
Culture of Romania 

 

Consent letter 

 

The undersigned prof. univ. dr. ing. CIORTEA Gligor in his capacity as president of the General 
Association of Mărgineni, that represents members from over 20 village municipalities in 4 counties 
(Sibiu, Gorj, Vâlcea, Argeș), I know very well the problems of typical pastoral families. Among these 
families there are also some which moved with the transhumant mobility. This mobility of shepherd 
families was due centuries ago on one hand to the oppression and enhancement of taxes on each animal 
and on the other to the need of finding new pasturing areas beyond the mountains. Some of the great-
grandchildren of those families still performs transhumance today with sheep from the Tsurcana breed – a 
rustic sheep breed. 

The main goal of our association is to militate for the preserving of traditions, folk attire and authentic 
folklore associated to pastoral lifestyle. Also, we aim to preserve the old pastoral practices as active 
elements of maintaining and safeguarding traditional pastoralism forms of an extensive type. In many 
localities where members of our association originate there are still small shepherding places, and the life 
of the entire community is organized according to the pastoral calendar. In these localities, pastoralism is 
still the living engine of local economy. We believe that the active preservation of mountain shepherding 
has a direct implication in the modelling and stability of mountain pastures’ biodiversity. Also, mountain 
shepherding contributes to maintaining harmony between man, animal and environment, which respects 
the action plans of the European Commission designed to implement the Strategy of biodiversity 
preservation 2030, The European Green Deal and the “From farm to fork” strategy. The conservation of 
traditional pastoralism of the extensive kind thus contributes not just to the environment preservation and 
biodiversity, but also to sustainable rural development of villages in the mountain area.  

There are much necessary measures for drafting a set of laws meant to recognize and to respect the 
practice of transhumance, including here the cultural part of it (the safeguarding of pastoral festivals, the 
scattering of sheep within the mountains). 

It is in the interest and name of all the members of the association that I run that I express my support for 
the inscription of TRANSHUMANCE on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
the Humanity of UNESCO. 

President,  

Prof. univ. dr. ing. Gligor CIORTEA 

Signature and Stamp 







THE ASSOCIATION OF SHEEP BREEDERS “CORBII DE PIATRA” 

CORBI VILLAGE MUNICIPALITY 

10, MANASTIRII STREET 

ARGES COUNTY 

No. 96 from 21.10.2021 

TO: 

THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF ROMANIA 

Letter of consent 

The undersigned dr. SAVESCU ION in his capacity as president of the “Corbii de Piatra” Association of 
sheep breeders, I express my support in the name of the Association that I represent for the inscription of 
TRANSHUMANCE on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO. 

Given the ancient occupation of sheep breeding by people in the area of Corbi localitiy and the fact for 
hundreds of years sheep breeding was undertaken according to seasons (in the summer, breeders were 
going with the sheep at the mountain region, and during autumn and winter they moved to the plain area 
or to the wetlands were food is easier to reach), the moving was being done on specific routes, this 
biannual moving being called transhumance. The fact in the past this mobility also determined 
intercultural exchanges, we consider that this phenomenon of cyclical movement of animals could be 
considered an integral part of the national heritage. 

Transhumance, as an ancient occupation of our people demonstrated the strong connection between man, 
animal, and environment. 

The animal breeding within the family encouraged the development of rural communities in mountain and 
pre-mountain regions and was also a sustainable economic lifestyle. 

The limited pastures and hayfields from these areas determine farmers to move together with their 
animals in areas with higher fodder potential. The travel is done on paths known from years ago and this 
determined a connection between people who perform transhumance and the inhabitants in places where 
shepherds spend the winter, and these connections also encouraged economic and cultural ties. 
Transhumance also has a social role in the preservation of the rural population, both in the plain and in the 
mountain areas. 

We consider that the preservation of transhumance as an economic activity helps keeping alive the small 
mountain villages. It is why transhumance has multiple roles in maintaining the pastoral rural life with its 
cultural, economic, and social implications. 

The current situations of the global economy that moves towards the market economy transforms so much 
that the practice of shepherding as a main activity of communities in the mountain areas becomes a more 
difficult task. The extensive breeding in these areas is less profitable because of the very low profit, the 
time load necessary for farming work that is permanent (24 hours a day, 365 days a year), and also 
because of the predators that destroy our animals. 



Maintaining the breeding tradition in these areas and its transmission to the young generation is a very 
delicate problem that cannot be solved without the recognition of the professional knowledge of breeders 
and the legal support. This is how we can bring some hope to the preservation of this important practice 
of pendular pastoralism of a traditional primitive type. 

Signature 

SĂVESCU ION 

Stamp 

 







To: The National Commission for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the 
Ministry of Culture, Romania 

Address: PETCU ION, rural municipality CAINENI, village of ROBESTI, VALCEA county – Romania 

 

Letter of consent 

 

The undersigned PETCU ION, as private breed of Tsurcana sheep and member of the “TARA 
LOVISTEI” Agricultural Association from TITESTI, county of VALCEA, Romania, I express my 
support for the inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity 
of UNESCO of our national Transhumance. 

I was born in an old family of shepherds, in which the tradition of sheep breeding was transmitted from 
generation to generation and ensured and still ensures our family’s income more than it was necessary for 
the daily life. All my ancestors were inhabitants of the Lovistei Country and preserved sacredly the 
ancient traditions and customs of pastoralism in the Fagaras and Parang mountains. Even though some of 
the family youngmen decided to do other professions, it was always somebody who took over this free 
and great job. 

For me, my sheep and my family, the Mountain is sacred and eternal, he gives us life, he gives us 
everything we need for our herds. The life on the alpine great peaks of the Carpathians offered me a free, 
healthy, and honest lifestyle, with respect for the nature, with love and pride to my sheep and our 
profession. 

Every spring, our herds, the watchdogs, and the necessary mules for transporting the sheepfold objects – 
we all head to the mountain pastures where we stay until late in the autumn. But that is not all: the 
moment our children started they summer vacation, my wife and children arrived at the sheepfold 
together with me and help with sheep breeding, with milking and preparing the most delicious products of 
sheep milk. In this way I am sure that my children learn since early childhood the small secrets of 
shepherding and of the technique of preparing the cheese. This gives me the hope that they will love the 
animals and the Mountain and will inherit and take further the ancient tradition of pastoralism. 

We live in a mountain area, that does not have enough lands for fodder that is necessary for the sheep 
during winter, and that is why, as our ancestors did also, late in the autumn we descended with the sheep 
from the mountains and headed to the old and very used roads of  TRANSHUMANCE, to the hills 
situated under the mountains, to the acorn, and then to the plains of Oltenia and Baragan. Usually, we 
walk every year around 200-300 km and even more, on good or bad weather, to ensure the necessary food 
for our dear animals. 

During the last years, we had big problems because the young people left the mountain area for an easy 
life in the town or abroad and we cannot find shepherds to hire, we must unite herds of several shepherds 
in order to be able to get on the road of TRANSHUMANCE, roads that are many times dangerous but 
always beautiful.  

During the many years when the sheep breeding represented my way of life, I noticed that it becomes 
more and more difficult and I face more and more problems: the lack of workforce, the difficulty to use 
the wool (in the past this represented enough income for shepherds), the indifference of authorities that do 
not want to support Transhumance and its pathways, the serious problems that are endangering our life 



and the life of our animals because of the great number of bears, wolfs, jackals, the abuses of mayors 
when we cross through their localities, of forest men and hunters, etc. It is like everybody wants to put 
pressure on us and discourage us not to practice PASTORALISM and TRANSHUMANCE, this activity 
that ensures me and all the shepherds’ families the livelihood. Us, the SHEPHERDS, we consider animal 
breeding, TRANSHUMANCE as a mode of existence, a way of life, a way of writing history, of 
preserving our identity. 

I dot still have the hope that at least in the last moment, our mountain pastoralism, transhumance and 
thousands of households in which families live especially thanks to the animal breeding, will be in the 
authorities’ attention that will take the necessary measures for this difficult but beautiful job not to 
disappear. 

Petcu Ion 

Telephone: +40 740 877495, +40753 646454 

Caineni rural municipality, Robesti village, Valcea county 

Signature 

 







TO: 

THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTUREL OF ROMANIA 

 

 

Consent letter 

 

The undersigned, Cojan Iancu, from Covasna – Voinești, breeder of Tsigai sheep, member in the County 
Association of Sheep Breeders in Covasna, I express my support for the inscription of transhumance on 
the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity of UNESCO. 

I was born in the Voinești of Covasna, an area of important pastoral traditions, where shepherding was 
passed from father to son for hundreds of years. My ancestors were always on the road: they spent 
summer with the sheep in the Vrancea or Buzău Mountains, or some other mountains, they also went in 
transhumance getting as far as where the Danube arrives to the Black Sea and even farther. My great-
grandfather, Ion Cojan, was born a year later from the Great Union [1918], and he was recounting us how 
was transhumance in the past: „After the 10th of May, we were leaving with the flocks to the mountain, 
because it was as late as the 23rd of April when we were able to arrive from our various pathways. We had 
to walk around 30 km a day and we arrived in 5-6 days, depending on how much we were in a hurry. We 
slept wherever we could, such as on the side of the road, after we milked the sheep and ate whatever we 
had; but mainly polenta… It was polenta that allowed me to walk on transhumance. I walked with the 
sheep in Făgăraș, Sighișoara, Târgu Mureș, Tecuci, Buzău, Ploiești. This is how the job of ‘being a 
nomad’ was, the job that allowed you to have a life, it is a very hard job, not a scholarly job, but a 
practical one. We had helpers, we had an old man who advised us and he led everything, and we were 
around 5-6 people with 1000-1200 sheep. We weighted the milk, competed with each other to see who 
was getting the best pastures for their sheep, in which place, on which grass.” 

 My grandfather was still active in transhumance – he was leaving on the day of Saint Demetrios. That 
was the time when the shepherds were changed, they were hiring, they were leaving every 2-3 days, on 
the mule, in different directions. If not, they were leaving towards Transylvania. They went towards 
Mureș, Târnava Mică, Mare, but also towards Dobrogea, Tighina. They brought Karakul sheep from 
there, but those sheep do not like it too much around here. 

My father was a shepherd all his life, and now I have inherited that. I have 900 sheep, all of them are 
Tsigai breed. Defintely, in our area the traditional and baisc sheep breed is the Tsigai. It is an old 
Romanian breed, adapted to these places. It has short wool (but not too short) and curly, soft. It gives a 
semi-soft wool of high quality. It is a breed good for milk and meat. Certainly, it is not dedicated to any 
of the sheep production sectors – wool, meat, milk, lamb skin – so it is not excellent in any of them, but, 
as I just said, it is the ideal sheep that you can breed in a sheepfold: it is good enough for all the 
enumerated needs, it is resilient to climate change and it does not require special food and it does not get 
sick often. 

On the mountain at Comandău, I spent the summer only with the barren ewes: 300, 400, it may change 
every year. I believe I am the only person of my village who spends the summer in the mountain pastures, 



because the rest of them keep them here, close by, which is easier. I climb with the sheep and horses to 
the mountain around the begnining of May and I descend at the end of September. 

It is not easy at all the job of the shepherd; it is an ancient job, in which knowledge transmitted orally 
from one generation to the next got to be accumulated. I believe that this needs skills, love for the animals 
and sacrifices. Despite all the hard things, I do not intend to give up on sheep breeding, though here in 
Voinești of Covasna there are kind of gone the times when sheperding was not only a job, but a lifestyle. 

Cojan Iancu 

Signature 

Covasna – Voinești, Covasna county 

126A Mihai Eminescu street 

Tel. 0769643694 

10.10.2021 

 



 

ASOCIAȚIA AGRICOLĂ 
“ȚARA LOVIȘTEI” 

 
Com. Titești, sat Titești, Județul Vâlcea - ROMÂNIA 
C.I.F. RO 28419557; Telefon:  0760 87 60 20 
E-mail: asociatiataralovistei@gmail.com                                         

 

Nr. inreg.  547.10.2021 
 

CĂTRE: 

COMISIA NAȚIONALĂ PENTRU SALVGARDAREA PATRIMONIULUI 
CULTURAL IMATERIAL A MINISTERULUI CULTURII DIN ROMÂNIA 

Scrisoare de consimțămînt 

  Subsemnata Stefan Constanta, in calitate de președinte al Asociatiei agricole “ȚARA 
LOVIȘTEI” imi exprim sustinerea in numele asociatiei pe care o conduc privind nominalizarea pe 
Lista Reprezentativă a TRANSHUMANȚEI în Patrimoniului Cultural Imaterial al Umanității a 
UNESCO. 

              Avand in vedere universul lumii pastorale constatam ca cea mai straveche ocupatie a 
poporului roman, cea care a definit istoria acestui neam este OIERITUL. Un tulburator si deosebit 
fenomen si o particularitate a vietii pastorale traditionale, a oieritului in  ROMANIA, este si a fost 
intotdeauna TRANSHUMANTA CARPATICA. Turmele de oi ale pastorilor romani din satele de 
munte, penduleaza de sute de ani intre pasunile montane si campie, pe trasee bine stabilite ale 
transhumantei, la distante de sute de kilometri, cu un rol strict functional in cadrul economiei 
pastorale, in care criteriul climei si al locurilor de pasunat joaca un rol important. 

              OIERITUL, aceasta ocupatie milenara si atributele conferite TRANSHUMANTEI ca 
practica straveche, traditionala a neamului nostru sunt stabilite de legatura si armonia dintre viata, om, 
animal si munte si asigura de mii de ani un aspect al continuitatii si sustenabilitatii vietii rurale 
pastorale, cu implicatii culturale, sociale si economice vitale in mentinerea fermelor de familie, a 
gospodariei taranesti, mai ales in zona de munte a Romaniei, acolo unde au fost de mii de ani. 

              Mentinerea activa a transhumantei in Romania si continuarea perenitatii acestui fenomen 
poate fi considerata ca parte integranta a patrimoniului national. Pastorii, acesti OAMENI din Neamul 
Oamenilor, Fii ai MUNTILOR,  liberi, vanjosi, cinstiti si iubitori de natura si animale sunt cei care ne 
îndreptățesc să afirmăm că numai prin recunoașterea profesionalismului și a unui suportul 
legal real din partea autoritatilor se poate aduce o speranță pentru perpetuarea acestor practici 
importante de păstorit pendular in Romania. OIERITUL si TRANSHUMANTA, sunt vitale 
pentru perpetuarea, pastrarea, continuitatea si dezvoltarea gospodariei taranesti din Romania, care 
este unica in lume si intruneste ca un tot unitar calitati etno-folclorice, traditional-alimentare, 
etnologice, zootehnice, calitati care sustin intr-un echilibru stabil leaganul civilizatiei traditionale 
romanesti. 

                                                                        
Semnatura,  

                                                           



ȚARA LOVIȘTEI Agricultural Association 

Municipality of Titești, village of Titești, Vâlcea County, Romania 

CIF RO 28419557, telephone number 0760876020 

Email: asociatiataralovistei@gmail.com 

No. of registration: 547.10.2021 

TO: 

THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF ROMANIA 

Consent letter 

The undersigned Ștefan Constanța, as president of the ”ȚARA LOVIȘTEI” Agricultural Association, I 
express my support in the name of the association that I lead to the inscription of TRANSHUMANCE on 
the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity of UNESCO. 

Given the fact that within the world of pastoralism we notice that this old occupation of the Romanian 
people, the one that defined the history of this people was SHEPHERDING. An impressive and special 
phenomenon and a specificity of the traditional pastoral life of shepherding in ROMANIA was and is 
forever CARPATHIAN TRANSHUMANCE. Sheep flocks of Romanian shepherds in the mountain 
villages walk for hundreds of years between mountain pastures and plain, on well-established routes of 
transhumance, at hundreds of kilometres distances, having a specific and strict functional role within the 
pastoral economy, in which the criteria of climate and pasturing places play a very important role. 

Shepherding, this ancient occupation and the features specific to TRANSHUMANCE as an old practice 
that is traditional to our people are encouraged by the connection and the harmony between life, man, 
animal and mountain and ensures for thousands of years the continuity and sustainability of rural pastoral 
life, with all its cultural, social and economic implications that are vital in maintaining family farms, 
peasant household especially in the mountain regions of Romania where they have been for thousands of 
years. 

The active preservation of transhumance in Romania and the continuation of its forms could be 
considered an integral part of national heritage. The shepherds, these PEOPLE of the human stock, Sons 
of the MOUNTAINS, free, strong, honest and lovers of nature and animals are the ones that determine us 
to say that only through the recognition of their professionalism and offering them a real legal support 
from the authorities we can bring some hope for the preservation of this relevant practice of mobile 
pastoralism in Romania. SHEPHERDING and TRANSHUMANCE are vital for the preservation, 
continuity and development of the peasant household in Romania, which is unique in the world and 
enjoys many qualities: ethnographic and folkloric, belonging to traditional gastronomy, ethnological, of 
animal science, qualities that support in a steady balance the nest of Romanian traditional civilization. 

Signature and Stamp 

 







TO:  

THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF ROMANIA 

The undersigned GĂLĂȚAN DUMITRU-JIEȚ, based in the town of Petrila, 53/10 Republicii street, 
Hunedoara county, ethnologist, son of a renown sheep breeder in the Valey of Jiu: Gălățan Ioan Nemeș 
(1913-1922), for the topic of transhumance, I declare: 

The Valley of Jiu is known nowadays as an ethnographic and folkloric region named The Land of 
Momârlani, the momârlani being the inhabitants of this area, which were practicing since old times the 
animal breeding, and especially the sheep breeding; they enjoyed favourable conditions for this job 
because the Valey of Jiu is surrounded by a citadel of mountains with forests and alpine pastures: Parâng, 
Șureanu, Vâlcan, Retezat. 

Thanks to the knowledge of these shepherds, since around 1950, they started a long process of natural 
selection according to their own view within the Tsurcana sheep breed and created a superior breed in 
terms of physical features and as production of milk, a breed that is currently in the process of official 
approval; the breed is Breaza of the Valley of Jiu or the Breaza of Petrila. 

In the Valley of Jiu shepherds practiced the small transhumance, which was actually the pendulation 
between the household, mountain and going ”to the countryside” during autumn and spring, because 
during winter the sheep received fodder inside the village thanks to the hay gathered during summer. This 
situation was privileged by the fact each household had around 50-80 sheep. 

In the traditional village shepherds left ”to the countryside” in the autumn, and they returned in January, 
usually after the Epiphany. After the sheep scattering done on the mountain, during autumn, the sheep 
could be taken for a while at the subalpine sheepfolds, and then they formed smaller herds that went 
towards Târgu Jiu or Hațeg. 

On the way to Hațeg flocks were going to the lands around Hațeg, and some shepherds were headed to 
Banat, in the Caransebeș region, of Lugoj or of Timișoara. After Epiphany, the sheep were fed with hay at 
home until spring, when they were leaving again ”to the country”. From here they returned around May, 
close to the 21st of May when sheep were taken to the mountain for the entire summer. 

The moving of sheep within the small transhumance was done on foot, which created a certain charm and 
had a great role in maintaining the strong ties between inhabitants of different regions of the country, and 
determined the spread of knowledge about common traditions, customs and cultural and spiritual values. 

Nowadays there are major changes happening. The development of the cemented road networks and the 
interdiction for foot transport was not in the advantage of shepherds. Sheep are transported with lorries 
and the charm of transhumance is lost. 

Only by the recognition of the shepherds’ professional status with its various features and the legal 
support we can bring some hope to the perpetuation of this important traditional primitive type of 
pastoralism. 

According to the tradition and local legends of the Land of Momârlani, the first known transhumance in 
the world of shepherds in the Jiu region took place after the first Roman-Dacian war (101-102 A.D). The 
Roman soldiers entered into the Valley of Jiu by the passage Vâlcan, conquested the citadel of Bănița, 
which was the main defending point for the citadel of Sarmisegetuza and headed to the Tăi gorge, the 
Valley of Popii, the Peak of Petru, at the Comărnicel, close to the capital of Dacia, where these troops 



made the connection with the other Roman armies in order to attack together the capital of Dacia. The 
Dacian shepherds from the Valley of Jiu went to the mountains, created a resistance structure at the 
subalpine sheepfolds that are situated after the Tăii gorge, the Jieț gorge, with their animals and all their 
belongings. After the war, they returned to their villages where their houses and households were 
destroyed. They tried to rebuild them fast, but the autumn was coming, they did not have hay from the 
summer to feed their animals in the winter, so they just headed to the road on the great transhumance for 
the entire wintertime. 

Dumitru Gălățan-Jieț 

Signature 

53/10 Republicii, 335800, Petrila, Hunedoara county 

Telephone number: 0722261084 

Email: dgalatanjiet@yahoo.com 

13th of October 2021 

 







THE FEDERATION OF MOUNTAIN SHEPHERDS IN ROMANIA 

20A Feldioarei Street, Brașov 

Inscribed by the Brașov Tribunale with the no. 3242/62/2008 

Fiscal code: 24487370 

IBAN RO 64 RNCB 0058114476990001 

BANCA COMERCIALĂ ROMÂNĂ S.A. BRAȘOV 
Telephones: 0744/43.27.18; 0745/35.54.55 

No. 5 from 20.10.2021 

 

 

TO: 

THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF ROMANIA 

 

The undersigned ing. Gonțea Petru Eugen as president of the Federation of Mountain Shepherds in 
Romania, I express my support in the name of the federation that I hereby represent to the inscription of 
TRANSHUMANCE on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity of 
UNESCO. 

Given the fact this is the ancient occupation of the Romanian people with a great and primary role in the 
emergence of the Romanian people and language and in the achievement of the national unity, as well as 
the cultural value that this occupation generated, we consider that the TRANSHUMANCE performed by 
Romanians along the centuries has an important feature on the scale of values in the Romanian history. 

Also, through practicing this TRANSHUMANCE, biodiversity and the richness of the flora of the alpine 
pastures were ensured, as well as the diversity of medicinal plants, the spread and conservation of those 
along the centuries. 

Through this TRANSHUMANCE, a series of cultural events, traditions and customs were created in the 
rural communities. 

The folklore richness of this people is directly connected with the practice of TRANSHUMANCE: when 
the people need to go to Transhumance, they prepare like they are going to do their military service, and 
the family left behind had to organize themselves and to manage the great pining for the dear ones 
through songs and cultural events specific to the beginning of Transhumance and the end of it. Thanks to 
Transhumance, priests and scholars managed to send books and knowledge from one region to the other. 

Passing from a traditional way of life to the aggressive market system has a negative effect over 
TRANSHUMANCE, and that is why it is important to be preserved, promoted, and to create the 
necessary legislation and that will preserve it further. 



The sensitive elements of this transition to the market system are practically aspects connected with the 
maintaining of the pastoralism with its vulnerabilities no matter the altitude where it is undertaken, such 
as the administrative aspects of dealing with the predators, the lack of work force or the decline of 
transmission to the new generation. 

These are only a few social elements that are determining us to say that only by respecting this job’s 
features and the legal support would bring a good future to these ancient pastoral practices. 

President, 

Gontea Petru Eugen 

Signature 

Stamp 

 





To: National Commission for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Ministry 
of Culture of Romania 

Address: Corbi village municipality, Arges county, Romania 

 

 

Letter of consent 

 

The undersigned Grosanu Gheorghe, as breeder of Tsurcana sheep and member of the “Corbii de Piatra” 
Association of Sheep Breeders, I express my support for the inscription on the Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity of UNESCO of our National Transhumance. 

Breeding sheep was transmitted in my family from generation to generation, in my place of birth from my 
parents, grandparents and great-grandparents. Since childhood, my parents were sheep breeders and they 
went with the sheep to the mountain during summer, and during autumn, winter, spring to the lowlands, 
and this is what inspired my love for animals. During my teenage years, when I worked in this business, I 
was paid in sheep, and that allowed me to create my own flock. At the beginning of the summer, I 
practiced transhumance in my native village Corbi, in the mountain area (Malița, Bândea, Gălășescu), 
where I was allowing my sheep to graze until September. 

Because our village does not own enough pastures for appropriately feeding the sheep, we had to take 
them on transhumance at the plain of Bărăgan, sometimes we even went as far as to Dobrogea. 

For us – sheep breeders, the transhumance represents a tradition and also a lifestyle. 

We consider that this tradition needs to be preserved in the future. 

Groșanu Gheorghe 

Telephone: +40749769631 

Corbi village municipality 

County of Argeș 

Signature 

Date: 30.09.2021 

 

 





INSTITUTE OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FOR MOUNTAIN SCIENCE IN CRISTIAN – 
SIBIU 

147 XII street, Cristian, Sibiu county 

No. of registration: 487/21.10.2021 

 

TO, 

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF ROMANIA 

 

 

Letter of consent 

 

The undersigned, senior researcher dr. ing. Mariana Rusu, as director of the INSTITUTE OF 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FOR MOUNTAIN SCIENCE IN CRISTIAN – SIBIU, I express 
my support in the name of the institution that I represent to the inscription of TRANSHUMANCE on the 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity of UNESCO. 

TRANSHUMANCE is an integral part of the image of the mountain territory, territory that is associated 
with nature, ecology, authenticity, purity, superior quality, landscapes, customs and local traditions. 

Pastoralism, rural food production, ecological tourism, the promotion of traditional cultural heritage 
represent key elements that could encourage progress and prosperity of the mountain rural population. 

The role of TRANSHUMANCE as an intangible cultural element of the area between the Carpathians, the 
Danube and the Black Sea will contribute to ecological, social, and economic development of the 
mountain areas. 

Respectfully yours, 

Senior Researcher ing. Mariana Rusu 

Director 

ICDM CRISTIAN – SIBIU 

Signature 

Stamp 

 

 

 

 







To: National Commission for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Ministry 
of Culture, Romania 

Address:  

Nucșoara village, Argeș county – Romania 

 

Letter of consent 

The undersigned Jubleanu Gheorghe, as private sheep breeder of Tsurcana sheep and president of the 
”Sheepfold between the Mountains” Association of Sheep Breeders in the rural municipality of Nucșoara, 
Argeș county of Romania, I express my support for the inscription on the Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity of UNESCO of our national Transhumance. 

The tradition of breeding Tsurcana sheep was transmitted in the family from one generation to the next, in 
our native place from my parents, grandparents and great-grandparents, and I hope that I will have at least 
a son in law to whom I could handle as a dowry my sheep fortune. 

The importance of this tradition is due to the fact the village where I live is situated in the mountain area 
and close to the mountain of Făgăraș, which encouraged the use of mountain pastures and the best job 
was animal breeding, and especially of sheep. In the area the Nucșoara village, due to the altitude, we 
cannot cultivate corn, wheat, and other plants that could ensure the animal fodder during winter. 
Therefore, from early times in the autumn and winter we moved with the sheep towards the lowlands to 
offer them food. Our Tsurcana sheep are very well adapted to the harsh winter conditions, they have the 
right type of hooves, without frequent diseases of their feet or lungs. For the transportation of food 
products of minimal necessity, such as mutton paastrami, lard, corn and something to light the fire, some 
thicker clothes and something against the rain we used the mules; we had around 4-5 mules at a flock of 
700-1000 animals and some 4-5 watch dogs without which we cannot get on the road. Thus we descend 
to the Bărăgan in the autumn through the plains of Pitești, towards the valley of Argeș down to the 
localities situated to the south of Costești, and a part of Bucharest and Ilfov areas, these being pathways of 
a long history on the map of old Transhumance and of shepherding in the southern Carpathians. 

In my long experience as a transhumant shepherd with my sheep, I encountered lots of problems that were 
all very delicate, such as with savage animals there in the mountain (bears, and also wolfs), and then on 
the lowlands with the village administration, and with other entities such as with the hunters and forest 
men or with the landowners who tried to restrict certain parts of lands and roads from our animals. 

Also, I want to emphasize that the contemporary shepherding is in decline, and I am the only person in 
the village who practices this custom-occupation or job of transhumant shepherd, and if I am forced to 
abandon and to sell my sheep I have nothing else to do. 

Jubleanu Gheorghe 

Telephone number: +40751752009  

Nucșoara rural municipality 

County: Argeș 

Signature                                                                   Date: 26.09.2021 







Letter of consent 

 

The undersigned Epure Ghe. Alin from the village of Prigoria, county of Gorj, in my capacity as a private 
owner of Tsurcana sheep and member of the ”Dacia” Association of sheep breeders from the county of 
Hunedoara in Romania, I express my support for the inscription on the Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO of our national Transhumance. 

The tradition of breeding the Tsurcana sheep was transmitted in my family from father to son and I hope 
that one of my children to take over this tradition. I myself inherited my sheep from my parents because 
they were also animal breeders including sheep breeders. Such as they did, I also practice transhumance 
from mountain to plain and reached thus the Bărăgan Plain, where I had to face various obstacles such as 
the harsh weather, wolfs, bears, jackals. During the 2012-2013 winter, we were totally covered by snow 
in the middle of the Bărăgan Plain, between the village of Ștefănești and the village of Lehliu, where our 
sheep were isolated for an entire week without food and water, and the same for us – the people. 

During my long journeys of more than 300 km long we needed the mules to transport the food, the 
clothes, and diverse objects of strict necessity. 

On our road, we had to stop and make the fire in order to prepare the food for us and our dogs without 
which our journey of such long periods of time would not be possible. The sheep needed to be watched 
day and night because of the dangers that threatened them: bears, wolfs, jackals, bad people. We also had 
problems with the village administrations, with the lack of pastures and the lack of support from the 
authorities, with the hunters that at some point shoot a few of my dogs. One day I got with my sheep on a 
field and a man with a tractor passed on few of my sheep and killed them. 

During my journeys I also had the chance of pleasant experiences, i.e. people who offered help and food. 

Also, I want to say that I am among the last sheep breeders in my village, and this job is almost 
disappearing because of the great difficulties we encounter during our transhumance, and if I will have to 
abandon this job I will be left without my only source of income for my family. 

 

Date: 10.10.2021                                                                               Epure Ghe. Alin 

                                                                                                             Tel. 0769218022 

                                                                                                             Village of Prigoria 

                                                                                                             County of Gorj 

                                                                                                            Signature 







THE IZVORUL ASSOCIATION of SĂCELE 

No. 23/12.10.2021 

 

 

TO, 

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF ROMANIA 

 

Letter of consent 

The undersigned, prof. Dorel Cerbu, in his capacity as president of the ”Izvorul” Association in Săcele – 
Brașov, I express my support in the name of the association that I represent, for the inscription of 
Transhumance on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity – 
UNESCO. 

Our association had as one major main goal, since its inception in 1994, to valorise the local intangible 
cultural heritage represented by the traditions and customs of the old shepherds from Săcele. These 
shepherds, together with the ones from Bran, Sibiu, and other Transylvanian shepherds represented an 
esteemed element of national unity, being supported in this state of art by the phenomenon of 
transhumance, by which they descended from the mountains and headed towards the Danube, the 
Dniester, crossing the Danube to the kingdom of pastures that Dobrogea is, as far as to the Black Sea. 

The Săcele shepherds took with them in transhumance their home customs and ”imported” from the 
places where they arrived some specific features, that allowed them to become a community characterized 
by an exceptional economic and spiritual development: work ethic, determination, seriousness, capacity 
to sacrifice, generosity. All these qualities were inspired to people of numerous places that the shepherds 
created along the transhumance roads in Bărăgan, southern Bessarabia, and especially Dobrogea, 
contributing thus to the development from different angles of these Romanian lands. 

By understanding since the very beginning the importance of transhumance for the development of sheep 
owners in Săcele, the ”Izvorul” Association dedicated to this phenomenon numerous activities through 
the many dedicated conferences, and their publication, ”Plaiuri Săcelene”, and other projects to which 
they contributed in time. 

Therefore, during the conferences organized to celebrate the ”Days of the culture from Săcele” and the 
yearly celebrations for the old pastoral holiday of Saint Elijah, the members of the association presented 
many papers about the transhumance of the old Săcele shepherds and their way of life on the shepherding 
paths and roads, about their itineraries used to walk the sheep towards the place for winter, about their 
special family relationships encouraged by mobile pastoralism and other many aspects of this 
phenomenon. 

On the pages of the journal ”Plaiuri Săcelene”, there were written over time numerous articles dedicated 
to transhumance written either by the Săcele inhabitants that were knowledgeable about this ancient form 
of pastoralism, or by renown researchers from the Museum of Ethnography in Brașov or the county 
libraries in Brașov and Constanța. In these papers it was underlined the economic importance of 



transhumant shepherding, the sacrifices that were done by shepherds, their customs performed during 
transhumance, but also other aspects, such as the contribution of shepherds to the development of 
education, trade, of the ways to practice shepherding and agriculture, to create new modern localities, 
where socail relationships based on morality, honesty and work ethic were instilled. 

Also, the ”Izvorul” Association was a member, together with the county libraries of Brașov and Constanța 
to the project ”Between mountain and sea – transhumance of  Bârsa shepherds to Dobrogea”, organized 
with two different occasions that are very significant for transhumance: Saint Demetrios - the time when 
the flocks went to spend winter over the mountains, in 2017, and Saint George, the time when the flocks 
returned to Transylvania, in 2018. Also, the ”Izvorul” Association supported as much as possible, in 
2018-2019, the Museum of Ethnography in Brașov to organize events of presentation of another 
interesting project on the same topic – ”The traces of the Săcele shepherds in Bessarabia”, which was an 
opportunity to organize a heartfelt meeting between the descendants of the Săcele shepherds that got by 
transhumance to southern Bessarabia and the descendants of their families of origin that stayed in Săcele.  

By all these activities we tried to inspire the understanding by the Săcele inhabitants of today of the great 
economic, social and cultural value of the pastoral practice of transhumance, that their ancestors practiced 
so well. 

Today, the knowledge and revalorization of this valuable element of our national heritage could be new 
ways to develop by inner means this localities where there is a tradition in this field, reason for which I 
support the inscription of Transhumance on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of the Humanity – UNESCO. 

President 

Prof. Dorel Cerbu 

Signature  

Stamp 

Address of the Association: C.D.I. Grup școlar Victor Jinga, 18, Episcop Popeea, Săcele municipality, 
Brașov county 

 





AGROM-RO ASSOCIATION 

9, Mariaffi Lajos, Sângeorgiu de Mureș locality, Mureș county 

No. of registration: 39 of 13.10.2021 

 

TO, 

THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF ROMANIA 

 

Letter of consent 

The undersigned, reseacher dr. ing. Tiberiu Ștef, in his capacity as executive manager of the AGROM-RO 
ASSOCIATION, I express my support in the name of the association that I represent for the inscription of 
TRANSHUMANCE on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity of 
UNESCO. 

Transhumant and mobile agriculture plays an essential role to the preservation of different habitats of 
prior importance in Romania and for providing highly qualitative products that are respecting the 
principles of the green and circular economy. 

Recognizing TRANSHUMANCE as a meaningful part of the national heritage means to put together 
efforts of different connected sectors (social, economic, and also cultural) in order to keep animal 
breeding through transhumance and mobility a reality in order to preserve and improve the environment 
where they live. Also, this will mean recognizing the values that the shepherds offer to our society as 
social, ecologic aspects, and also means to ensure animal welfare and their role in fighting depopulation 
in rural areas due to the climate change. 

The merits of TRANSHUMANCE as an ancient occupation of our people means improving the quality of 
our work, of our life and of the pastoral activity. 

Yours respectfully, 

Researcher dr. ing. Tiberiu Ștef 

Executive manager 

AGROM-RO ASSOCIATION 

Signature 

Stamp 

 







THE ASSOCIATION OF BREEDERS OF SPECIES UNDER CONSERVATION 

SFÂNTU GHEORGHE, 149, CIUCULUI, FLOOR III, COVASNA 

NO. OF REGISTRATION: 597/12.10.2021 

 

TO 

THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF ROMANIA 

 

 

Letter of support 

The undersigned Sorin-Iordan Popica, president of the Association of Breeders of Species under 
Conservation, I express my support in the name of the Association that I represent concerning the 
inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity of UNESCO of 
the Carpathian transhumance. 

The Association of Breeders of Species under Conservation is active in the area of breeding the Rusty 
Tsigai sheep, that is situated on the Curvature of Carpathians, since 2009, and is accredited by the 
management of the Genealogical Register of the Rusty Tsigai under the no. 5531 from 01.11.2010. We 
started with a small number of animals that represented a nucleus of pure breed animals, in only 5 farms, 
including some research farms, and in 2015 we started the development and the inscription of new 
animals in the Association and our Genealogical Register. The association started to organize the activity 
of genetic improving by applying the principle of the pyramid, our animals being placed in elite farms, 
farms aspiring to be of elite, reproduction farms and commercial farms. The total number of animals in 
these farms is of approximately 50.000, and for them we have in place the Official control of production 
and performances, and the animals in the commercial farms of approximately 200000 animals are 
reproduced with rams of the pure breed of Rusty Tsigai. 

The second sheep breed in terms of size, after the Tsurcana breed is the Tsigai. From the place of origin in 
the south of Moldavia and Dobrogea, the Tsigai spread also to Transylvania due to the shepherds who 
practiced transhumance, and the breed was gradually used to the conditions in the mountain at the 
Curvature Carpathians (Săcele-Covasna, Brețcu, Bran, Teșila, Vrancea, Plăieși, Buzău). The Romanian 
transhumant shepherds spread since ancient times the Tsigai breed to the southern Ukraine, Russia, 
Bulgaria, Slovakia, Czechia, in Voievodina and the Pannonian Plain. In Turkey, the Tsigai breed was 
imported from Romania and currently is known with the name Kivircic. Starting with the 18th century, 
the development of the industry of thick textiles used for military uniforms, blankets, hats, in the city of 
Brașov and the nearby localities, such as Prejmer, Covasna increased the demand for semi-fine wool that 
is specific to the Tsigai sheep, contributing thus to the creation of a constant population of Tsigai in these 
areas. 

Therefore, we can say that what is today standard feature for the breed is due to transhumant shepherding 
of centuries ago that our ancestors performed. We are aware that transhumance had a significant role in 
preserving biodiversity, the cultural/natural landscape, the traditional products, the local sheep breeds. 
Simple transhumance and its reminiscences that are practiced still in the Carpathian areas ensures identity 



to the mountain pastoral village that is specifically connected with transhumance and to the pastoral 
peasant household, and in the past, this was a landmark of our people. The existence of transhumance in 
the area inhabited by Romanians was conducive to the creation and spread of knowledge and practices 
transmitted from one generation to the next, especially knowledge about itineraries, environment, folk 
beliefs and ideas about the flora and the fauna, the agricultural and pastoral calendar (for occupations, of 
folklore and the Christian one), popular meteorology and astronomy, folk veterinary medicine, food and 
sheepfold products and by-products. 

We consider that in the arguments listed above we exposed the importance of preserving in an active way 
this phenomenon. We strongly support the safeguarding measures for transhumance and the 
implementation of measures that would allow it to be transmitted to the future generations. 

Sorin-Iordan Popica 

Signature 

Stamp 

 





The ”Alexandru Berinde” Vocational Agricultural School 

Ministry of Education 

No. 3810/11.11.2021 

TO: 

 NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE 
CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE IN ROMANIA 

Letter of consent 

The undersigned ARDELENEA DELIA MONICA, in her quality as director of the ”Alexiu Berinde” 
Vocational Agricultural School – Seini ”ȚARA MARAMUREȘULUI”, I express my support in the name 
of the educational entity that I run for the inscription of TRANSHUMANCE on the Representative List of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity of UNESCO. 

Given the fact the world of the pastoralism is connected with the oldest occupation of the Romanian 
people, the one that defined the history of this country is SHEPHERDING. TRANSHUMANCE was an 
amazing and special phenomenon and a characteristic of the traditional pastoral life within shepherding in 
ROMANIA. The flocks of the Romanian shepherds coming from the mountain villages walk for hundreds 
of years between the mountain pastures and the plain, on specific pathways of transhumance, at distances 
of hundreds of kilometres, with a strict functional role within the pastoral economy, at which climate and 
grazing places have an important contribution. 

SHEPHERDING, this ancient occupation offered TRANSHUMANCE as an old traditional practice of 
our people the harmonious connection between life, man, animal and mountain and ensured for thousands 
of years an important feature of continuity and sustainability of pastoral rural life, with vital cultural, 
social and economic implications to the maintaining of the family farms, peasant household, especially in 
the mountain regions of Romania, where they have been for thousands of years. 

We wish the active preservation of transhumance among the young people which we educate and the 
conservation of these practices as good working example for the development of animal science in the 
”Country of Maramureș”. 

DIRECTOR, 

Prof. Ardelean Delia Monica 

Signature 

Stamp 

Address: Seini, 2 Victoriei, Maramureș; telephone: 0262.491422, fax 0371.600983 

Email: liceul_seini@yahoo.com 

Web: http://liceulseini.ro 

 







County Council of Brașov 

Museum of Ethnography of Brașov 

21 A, Eroilor, 500030, Brașov, Romania 

Registration number 2555/19.10.2021 

 

 

TO 

THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF ROMANIA 

 

Letter of consent 

 

The undersigned dr. Alexandru Stănescu, as director of the Museum of Ethnography in Brașov, hereby I 
express my support in the name of the institution that I represent to the inscription of Transhumance on 
the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity – UNESCO 

Taking into account the old age of the pastoral occupations in the area of the Country of Bârsa and the 
importance of transhumant pastoralism for the economic and social development of Romanians in the 
Country of Bârsa and the Country of Olt and the areas over the mountains, and also from over the Danube 
as far as Dobrogea and even to the Dniester and Bug, we consider that Transhumance deserves to be 
inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity – UNESCO. 

The transhumance is a complex phenomenon by which the Romanian shepherds contributed to the 
civilization of large areas, by the organizing sheepfolds and sheepcots, that gradually became hamlets and 
villages. Thanks to transhumance various old practices were spread in the area between Carpathians, 
Danube, and the Black Sea and eastern Europe, practices that are very important for the development and 
progress of these areas, such as shepherding, wool spinning, weaving, leather processing, furrier, cheese 
making. Through the pastoral civilisation, the Romanian shepherds also spread knowledge about time 
reckoning, agricultural calendar, that were always accompanied by diverse traditions, beliefs, 
superstitions, customs, which are practiced in other transhumant areas, and in the places where shepherds 
established their new homes. 

The Ethnographic Museum in Brașov developed research projects concerning transhumance, analysing 
the ways of life, the mentality, the cultural specificity that the transhumant shepherding left in time and 
space, with a special reference given to areas of origin of these shepherds in the county of Brașov (Șcheii 
Brașovului, Săcele) and the places to which they migrated (Walachia, Brăila county, southern parts of the 
Republic of Moldova, Crimea). 

Besides the fieldwork, The Museum of Ethnography in Brașov organized various exhibitions dedicated to 
this topic in order to offer information to the public about the complexity of the pastoral rural life with all 
its implications in the social, economic and cultural fields.  



Therefore, aside from the social and historical value, and the role played by the phenomenon in the 
national heritage, it is necessary to encourage the preservation of pastoral practice for the sake of the 
sustainable development of the rural areas. 

 

Yours respectfully, 

Dr. Alexandru Stănescu 

Signature 

Stamp 

Telephone: +40.268.476.243  Fax: +40.268.475.562 Email: muzeu@etnobrasov.ro  www.etnobrasov.ro 

 



 

 

 

CĂTRE 

COMISIA NAȚIONALĂ PENTRU SALVGARDAREA PATRIMONIULUI 
CULTURAL IMATERIAL A MINISTERULUI CULTURII DIN ROMÂNIA 

 

În atenția doamnei dr. Ioana Baskerville 

 

Scrisoare de susținere 

 

 Subsemnatul, dr. Valerii Kavruk, manager al Muzeului Național al Carpaților Răsăriteni, 
îmi exprim susținerea în numele instituției pe care o conduc privind nominalizarea transhumanței 
pe Lista Reprezentativă a Patrimoniului Cultural Imaterial al Umanității a UNESCO. 

 Având în vedere însemnătatea transhumanței ca ocupație străveche a poporului nostru, 
fiind o practică îndelung uzitată și înrădăcinată în arealul locuit de români, ca o marcă identitară,  
rolul multiplu al vieții rurale pastorale cu implicații sociale, economice dar și culturale ale 
transhumanței, din care derivă importanța menținerii încă active și continuarea perenității 
fenomenului, considerăm că transhumanța poate fi considerată ca parte integrantă a patrimoniului 
național.  
 

În ultimele decenii, păstoritul transhumant a suferit un evident declin. Evidențierea 
dimensiunii culturale a păstoritului transhumant și înscrierea în patrimoniul UNESCO va permite 
o mai bună punere în valoare a dimensiunii economice şi sociale a acestui fenomen cultural şi 
adoptarea unor măsuri care să permită transmiterea sa către generaţiile viitoare. 

 

Manager, 

Dr. Valerii Kavruk 

 

Muzeul Naţional al Carpaţilor Răsăriteni 
Sf. Gheorghe, judeţul Covasna, str. Gábor Áron, nr. 16, tel./fax: 0267/314139



MINISTRY OF CULTURE 

National Museum of the Eastern Carpathians 

Sf. Gheorghe, Covasna county, 16, Gabor Aron, telephone/fax: 0267/314139 

Email: secretariat@mncr, Web: www.mncr.ro 

No. 2194/08.10.2021 

 

TO 

THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE IN ROMANIA 

 

To Mrs. Dr. Ioana Baskerville 

Letter of support 

The undersigned, dr. Valerii Kavruk, manager of the National Museum of the Eastern Carpathians, I 
express my support in the name of the institution that I lead to the inscription of transhumance on the 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity of UNESCO. 

Given the importance of transhumance as an old occupation of the Romanian people, and being a practice 
that was very popular and rooted in the area inhabited by Romanians, and an identity feature, the multiple 
roles of rural pastoral life with its social, economic and cultural implications of transhumance, that 
support the importance of maintaining actively and continuing the practice of this phenomenon, we 
consider that transhumance could be considered as an integral part of our national heritage. 

In the last decades, transhumant shepherding suffered an obvious decline. Highlighting the cultural 
feature of transhumant shepherding and the inscription on the UNESCO heritage will allow a greater 
valorisation of the economic and social characteristics of this cultural phenomenon and the 
implementation of measures that will allow its transmission to the next generations. 

 

 

Manager, 

Dr. Valerii Kavruk 

Signature and stamp 

 



MINISTERUL AGRICULTURII ŞI DEZVOLTĂRII RURALE

AGENŢIA NAȚIONALĂ A ZONEI MONTANE

Către Comisia Națională pentru 

Transhumanței strămutarea sezonieră a turmelor
Reprezentativă a Patrimoniului Cultural Imaterial al Omenirii a UNESCO”

SCRISOARE DE SUSȚINERE

Zona montană a României constituie un teritoriu special, de interes naţional, cu un imens 
potenţial economic, social, cultural şi de mediu și un element esențial al
transhumanței în România. Acest areal în care se desfășoară transhumanța, trebuie să 
beneficieze de o politică specifică, bine definită, conform principiilor dezvoltării durabile şi în 

, menită să conserve și să dezvolte fenomenul strămutării 

elaborarea și aplicarea strategiei și politicilor Guvernului în domeniul dezvoltării și 
protecției zonei montane din România, zonă marcată de specificitate, fragilă ecologic și 
defavorizată economico a fost înfiinţată nţia Națională a Zonei 

Agenția Națională a Zonei Montane, este o instituție publică aflată în subordinea Ministerului 
Agriculturii și Dezvoltării Rurale cu atribuții specifice de 
montană. 

unui întreg univers cultural specific comunităților care practică transhumanța, 
menținerea unui sistem de producție sustenabil, reducerea depopulării zonei montane, 
selecționarea raselor adaptate zonelor înalte și deplasărilor, precum și menținerea calității 
pajiștilor montane și biodiversității ecosistemului pastoral montan reprezintă doar 

beneficiile conservării fenomenului strămutării sezoniere a turmelor.

Având în vedere cele menționate, Agenția Națională a Zonei Montane își exprimă sprijinul pentru 
Transhumanței strămutarea sezonieră a Lista Reprezentativă a 

Patrimoniului Cultural Imaterial al Omenirii a UNESCO”

Cu deosebită considerație,

Agenția Națională a Zonei Montane

Veronica ȚARAN BACIU

poștal

VERONICA 
TARAN-BACIU

Digitally signed by VERONICA TARAN-BACIU 
DN: c=RO, o=Agentia Nationala a Zonei Montane, 
2.5.4.97=40631086, ou=Functia: Director General, 
sn=TARAN-BACIU, givenName=VERONICA, 
serialNumber=200412234TV0F12938AD2A52C4E929ECE56
68D74F59E976F04D6, cn=VERONICA TARAN-BACIU 
Date: 2021.10.21 14:11:16 +03'00'



MINISTERUL AGRICULTURII ŞI DEZVOLTĂRII RURALE

AGENŢIA NAȚIONALĂ A ZONEI MONTANE

Veronica ȚARAN BACIU

poștal

VERONICA 
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TO, 

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERIAGE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE IN ROMANIA 

 

On the topic: Letter of support 

The undersigned ing. Dulamă Ionel, as mayor of Rucăr rural municipality, I express my support in the 
name of the institution that I represent to the inscription of TRANSHUMANCE on the Representative 
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO. 

Given the fact TRANSHUMANCE has an ancient origin as an old occupation of the Romanian people, 
and the strong connection and harmony between people, animals and the environment, that has a role on 
the rural development as an economic sustainable source that is based on the family household and still 
active in certain small mountain villages, the multiple role of the rural pastoral life with its social, 
economic and cultural implications of TRANSHUMANCE, from which it derives the importance of 
keeping it alive and continue the eternal existence of this phenomenon that could be considered a valuable 
part of the national heritage. 

The sensitive elements of the transition to the market economy are practically delicate aspects of 
pastoralism preservation with numerous risks in all mountain areas of the administrative aspects on the 
presence of predators, the lack of work force or the disconnection with the new generation – these are 
only a few social effects that determine us to say that only by admitting the professional relevance of 
shepherding and giving legal support we can bring hope that these important mobile pastoralism practices 
or of traditional ancient shepherding would be preserved. 

In the village of Rucăr, the transhumant pastoralism continues to represent the main means of subsistence 
of an important number of animal breeders which preserve the features of pastoral economy established 
here since ancient times. 

Shepherding encouraged a series of economic manifestations like agri-tourism, that is a flourishing 
business because in this area there are many pensions offering traditional products coming from the 
animal breeding, products that are demanded by tourists and festivals from which the most important is 
called ”Scattering of Sheep. Expopastoralis”—a local holiday that brings the whole community together 
and where numerous cultural exchanges take place, as well as sharing experiences between different 



groups of shepherds, and also traditional craftspeople that are all contributing to the identity of the 
transhumant mountain village. 

Within this event, the best animal breeders are awarded for their best animals in terms of beauty and 
breed features, according to types of breeds, age, sex, etc. 

I consider that the duty of the contemporary generations are to contribute to the preservation of traditions 
and local customs and especially of TRANSHUMANCE, an old occupation on the area of Rucăr, an 
occupation for which we are proud and that we ”exported” to localities with origins in Muscel – Soveja – 
Vrancea, Cașin – Bacău. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

MAYOR 

Dulamă Ionel 

Signature 

According to the art. 627, (1) in the Administrative Code, the certification of authenticity and the legal 
power of this document is given by the signature of the competent person, without the need of a stamp 
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Letter of consent 

The support of the element Carpathian transhumance, as traditional pastoral life to the inscription 
on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Humanity 

The ASTRA National Museum Complex is happy to support the process of inscription of the Carpathian 
transhumance, as traditional pastoral life, on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
the Humanity. ASTRA Museum is one of the main cultural actors in Romania and beyond, that strives to 
preserve the traditional culture in all its aspects. Shepherding as important part of traditional life is a 
representative component of the Romanian tangible and intangible cultural heritage. 

Due to the rich fieldwork undertaken over time, ASTRA Museum is the most important deposit of 
traditional heritage values. As for the pastoral life on these lands, this is illustrated by collections of 
pieces from the old instruments used for example for cheese making or for accounting, as well as by the 
great number of monuments transferred from the areas in which transhumance was and still is an 
important active part of the daily life in traditional communities. In this respect, we mention the 
presentation within the Open-air Museum in Dumbrava Sibiului of such simple constructions, but 
essential for the shepherds and animals’ sheltering, such as the small cooking shelter from the area of 
Parang Mountains, or the huts and different types of sheepfolds or the monumental constructions such as 
the stable of Dacian tradition from Ludesti, the household with strong fence in Magura or the household 
of a transhumant shepherd in Rasinari. Also, significant is the role played by the resources offered by 
sheep, such as the sheepskin and the wool to the activities within the textile home industry such as 
making sheepskin coats or weaving, that are handicrafts represented in the museum as part of numerous 
households. 

The photo collection of the ASTRA Museum that was enriched over time contains many pictures that 
showcase the different aspects of life and daily activities of the shepherds that spend the summer with 
their flocks on the high Carpathian areas. 

Moreover, the research of pastoral life developed by the ASTRA Museum inspired exceptional 
documentary movies dedicated to transhumance, produced by the ASTRA Film, such as La drum (1997) 
or Jina (2017) directed by Dumitru Budrala. 



The ASTRA Museum, a living museum that preserves the traditional culture and that highlights more and 
more the intangible heritage fosters many traditional fairs, workshops, festivals that offer to communities 
the appropriate environment where they can make their traditions and customs known. For these 
occasions, the public can see not only the pastoral lifestyle, but also the customs connected strongly with 
the pastoral calendar and pastoral folklore, but also the great dishes that shepherds prepare to offer 
visitors new experiences. 

The involvement that ASTRA Museum has within the communities to preserve unchanged the heritage 
values is another reason for the support of the element Carpathian transhumance as traditional pastoral 
life to be inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the 
Humanity. 

Sibiu, November 5th, 2021 

Ciprian Anghel Ștefan 

General manager of the ASTRA National Museum Complex 

Signature  

Stamp  

 


