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Translation: Seokguram Grotto and Bulguksa Temple

Author: JEON Dayoung

*The numbers within the parentheses are slide numbers.

(1) During a break time, students are dozing off.
(2) This is a history class. The teacher is a newcomer.
(3) How handsome he is!

(4) The class hails him with cheers. He says, “The topic of the day is Seokguram Grotto, which is
our precious historic site inscribed on UNESCO World Heritage list.”

(5) Students who are ignorant of and not interested in cultural heritage begin to doze off.

(6) Teacher feels sorry for their ignorance, saying that we cannot preserve our precious cultural
properties if we are not concerned of it. Meanwhile, there is a student who listens carefully to
what Teacher says. His name is Haesong.

(7) Teacher continues, Seokguram is our treasured asset in which our ancestors’ marvelous
wisdom and scientific knowledge are embedded. He says we could love our cultural heritage

even more if we get to know more about it.

(8) Haesong, who listened to him carefully, decides to go to Seokguram with his mom this
weekend.

(9) On the weekend, he goes to Seokguram with mom.

(10) When arrived, he discovers that the main Buddha and the other statutes are set behind a
thick panel of glass.

(11) Rather than its greatness, the grotto’s condition behind the glass stirred his mind much more.

(12) The moment, Patrimonito, who is a cultural heritage interpreter for the site, approaches
Haesong and begins to explain the history of the grotto.

(13) In fact, Seokguram was originally built to protect the structure from moisture even in the
rainy season. But since being dismantled and reassembled by Japan during the Japanese colonial
period, the grotto has lost its natural capacity of moisture control.



(14) From that time on, the grotto has failed to properly remove moisture on its own, and been
damaged as time passed. Currently, dehumidifiers are installed inside the walls.

(15) However, the minute vibrations from the dehumidifiers have gradually caused cracks in the
grotto.

(16) Saying how significant our interest and recognition of cultural heritage is for protecting the
grotto, Patrimonito walks away.

(17) Down the way in Mt. Toham, Haesong feels like he has got to know why the main Buddha
cannot but be set behind the glass shield. He begins to think what he can do for Seokguram.

(18) That night, the main Buddha appears in Haesong’s dream. He looks like shedding tears
because of the water drops formed on his body.

(19) Haesong, who’s woke up from his dream, recalls the Buddha’s tear and decides to do
something he can do to protect the heritage.

(20) Haesong produces a film titled “Seokguram’s Tear” with his friends and sends it to a youth
film festival.

(21) His film that depicts the grotto’s regrettable reality as well as its history draws people’s
attention and is selected as the opening film at the festival.

(22) With growing interest in Seokguram among people, Haesong becomes to firmly believe that
the glass wall will be removed someday.



	1st place
	Seokguram Grotto and Bulguksa Temple
	1st place translation

