


AVT/OCW-210129-001 Letter of consent Abraham 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   23 January 2021 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Nelson Abraham, I’m 56 years old and I was born and raised on Aruba. I played 
in various brass bands there in the local carnival. As a small boy I was enthralled by the 
carnival parade with all its colourful pageantry and spectacle. It’s inherent in who I am – and 
part of my DNA. 
 
In 1987 I came to the Netherlands to do a higher professional degree in Work and 
Organisation. After various jobs I joined a hair cosmetics company, where I still work as a 
planner in the production department. I live in Dronten. 
 
In 1996 I set up the Caribbean & Latin Jam Foundation in my spare time, with the aim of 
promoting Caribbean music and dance in Europe. An important element involves coaching, 
motivating and training disadvantaged Caribbean youngsters, to boost their chances of 
succeeding in Dutch society. 
 
Through my entertainment company Nelson Abraham Productions, I invest in the production 
of theatre shows and entertainment concepts, which I rent/sell to artists and event agencies. 
In accordance with the aims of my foundation, all my productions feature both professional 
performers and disadvantaged young people. 
 
After many active and highly successful years in the Dutch entertainment scene with my 
brass band T.O.K. Rhythm & Brass (The Original Kids), I was approached in 1996 by Gré 
Ploeg, a member of the Rotterdam Summer Carnival committee. She invited me and my 
brass band to take part in the Warming-Up session. Thanks to the popularity and creativity of 
the participating bands this event expanded over the years and became the Battle of Drums. 
After being actively involved in the Battle for many years, I was invited to join the panel of 
judges. My field of expertise was ‘music and show business’. I am currently an executive 
producer for the Battle of Drums as well as a Street Parade judge.  
 
The Summer Carnival is important to me, because it allows me to stay in touch with my 
roots. It’s also a perfect way to share the Caribbean culture with other people. But above all, 
it’s about embracing other cultures. The great thing about this multicultural festival is that it 
gives everyone an opportunity to be themselves and be proud of who they are. 
 
I am aware that the Rotterdam Summer Carnival has been nominated for a place on 
UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List and I support the nomination wholeheartedly. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Signature] 
 
Nelson Abraham 



Aan:  Werkgroep Nominatie Unesco’s  Internationale Representatieve Lijst van 
Immaterieel Erfgoed 

 
Onderwerp:   Letter of Consent 
 
Datum:  01-11-2020 
 
 
 
Geachte werkgroep, 
 
Mijn naam is Hubert Aniceta. Ik ben geboren op Curaçao en ben 51 jaar. Na mijn middelbare 
school ben ik naar Nederland vertrokken om verder te studeren. In 1994 ben ik teruggekeerd 
op Curaçao en werk sindsdien als teamleider controle bij de Sociale Verzekeringsbank 
Curaçao. Hiernaast ben ik ook een buitengewone agent van politie. 
 
Naast mijn formele functie bij de SVB heb ik de rol van een maatschappelijke educator op mij 
genomen en fungeer ook als dramadocent in mijn privétijd. Mijn doelgroep is voornamelijk 
kansarme jongeren zoals; dropouts, ex gedetineerden etc. Verder heb ik geschiedenis 
geschreven als promotor van grote internationale concerten die ik op Curaçao heb 
georganiseerd. 
  
Van 2013 tot en met 2017 was ik op onderdelen belast met de organisatie van het carnaval 
op Curaçao en vanaf 2018 tot en met heden ben ik uitgeroepen tot de voorzitter die de 
algehele organisatie van dit carnaval voor zijn rekening heeft.  
 
Mijn missie is om het Curaçaosecaose carnaval te internationaliseren. Tegen deze 
achtergrond heb ik weer en met succes de banden verstevigd met Zomercarnaval in 
Nederland.  
In navolging hiervan heb ik met een delegatie zowel in 2018 als 2019 deelgenomen aan het 
Zomercarnaval c.q. culturele uitwisseling tussen Curaçao en Nederland. Dit jaar was het de 
queen van Zomercarnaval die deelnam aan het Curaçaose Carnaval. 
Tijdens mijn verblijf in Nederland heeft het bestuur van Zomercarnaval bruikbare informatie 
met de Curaçaose delegatie gedeeld, hetgeen aangepast aan de Curaçaose realiteit, goed 
toegepast kan worden om de doelen die we voor ogen hebben te kunnen realiseren.  
 
Ik ben bekend met de voordracht van Zomercarnaval Rotterdam voor Unesco’s 
internationale Representatieve Lijst van het Immaterieel Erfgoed en steun deze voordracht 
van harte. Naar mijn mening verdient Zomercarnaval Rotterdam deze vermelding. 
 

 
Hubert Aniceta 
Fundashon JAG Montaña Rei -Kaya Prei 318    
e: fundashon.jag@hotmail.com 
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LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   1-11-2020 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Hubert Aniceta. I was born on Curaçao and I am 51 years old. After finishing 
secondary school I went to the Netherlands to study. In 1994 I returned to Curaçao and since 
then I’ve been working as an Audit Team Leader at the Social Insurance Bank (SVB) of 
Curaçao. In addition, I’m an auxiliary police officer. 
 
Alongside my day job at the SVB, I’ve taken on the role of social educator and work as a 
drama teacher in my spare time. My target group consists mainly of disadvantaged young 
people, such as dropouts and ex-detainees. I’ve also made history as the promotor of some 
major international concerts that I’ve organised on Curaçao. 
  
From 2013 to 2017 I was responsible for organising elements of the carnival on Curaçao and 
since 2018 I’ve been overseeing the organisation of this event as a whole. 
 
My mission is to make the Curaçao carnival an international event. To this end, I’ve 
succeeded in strengthening and renewing ties with the Summer Carnival in the Netherlands.  
 
In 2018 and 2019, a delegation of which I was a member built on these ties by taking part in 
the Summer Carnival cultural exchange between Curaçao and the Netherlands. This year the 
Queen of the Rotterdam Summer Carnival took part in the Curaçao Carnival. During my stay 
in the Netherlands, the Summer Carnival committee shared useful information with the 
Curaçao delegates. We hope to tailor this input to the situation on Curaçao and use it to 
achieve our goals.  
 
I am aware that the Rotterdam Summer Carnival has been nominated for a place on 
UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List, and this has my full support. I believe that the 
Summer Carnival thoroughly deserves this nomination. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Signature] 
 
Hubert Aniceta 
Fundashon JAG Montaña Rei -Kaya Prei 318    
Email: fundashon.jag@hotmail.com 
 





AVT/OCW-210129-001 EN Letter of consent Bosschieter 

Ji=.  

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   12 November 2020 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Mark Bosschieter. I am 43 years old and live in Rotterdam. My father was born in 
Michigan, USA. His mother is American and his father is Dutch. During the first wave of the 
coronavirus pandemic I lost my job, but as of December I have a new employer: the Port of 
Rotterdam. 
 
A couple of years ago I was looking for volunteer work. My search eventually led me to the 
organisers of the Rotterdam Summer Carnival. They immediately invited me along to a 
meeting and before I knew it, I’d been bitten by the Summer Carnival bug. They set me to 
work straightaway on a range of tasks preparing for the Street Parade and also during the 
event itself. 
1. Building the parade floats in the workshop. As I have a technical background and love 

working with my hands, this was just the right place for me. 
2. Helping backstage with the Queen Election. We were dressed in black and our job was to 

move the road pieces one by one on to the stage, set them up and then take them all 
down again after every show.  

3. Escorting the drum band during the Battle of Drums. In the Warming-Up session I had to 
walk right across the city with the musicians. It’s great, because the volunteers actually 
clear the route for the drum band as they pass through the busy streets, all the way to the 
stage in the heart of downtown Rotterdam. 

4. On the Street Parade day I worked at the supplies distribution centre. My task was to 
hand out large bags of ice, two for each carnival group. And at the end of the day I had to 
collect up all the fire extinguishers and other equipment. 

 
Rotterdam Summer Carnival is an event you really have to see and experience to 
understand what it means to the city and the people who live there. Being involved in the 
preparations means I enjoy it even more and it makes me look forward to celebrating 
Summer Carnival every year. The organisation is very open and not at all hierarchical, so 
volunteers soon feel at home and can develop their talents. In the workshop it’s all hands on 
and involves working with tools. It was good for me to be working with my hands instead of 
being stuck in front of a computer. The preparations gave me a lot of satisfaction and a 
sense of self-worth. It’s fantastic to be part of a team working towards that one weekend in 
the year. Every year is different and a bit nerve-racking too because you’re counting on 
everything working out on the day and hoping that the weather will be fine too. Now that I’ve 
been involved for a couple of years I know for sure that everything always turns out okay and 
Rotterdam has a really great celebration. 
 
I am aware that the Rotterdam Summer Carnival has been nominated for a place on 
UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List and I support the nomination wholeheartedly. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mark Bosschieter 
 
mark.bosschieter@yahoo.com 
 
 





AVT/OCW-210129-001 Letter of Consent Conquet 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   26 October 2020 
 
 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Roosje Conquet. I am 59 years old, and was born and brought up on the island 
of Curaçao. From a young age I was a member of a carnival group and helped to make 
costumes. In 2009 I moved to the Netherlands with my son. He came here to study and I 
came to look after him. Since then I have been living in Delft, where I work in a care home. 
 
A year after we moved here, a friend took me along to the Sparkling Mix carnival group in 
Utrecht, which she danced with in the Street Parade. Ever since then I too have been an 
active member of this group and join in their dance activities. I began to help design head-
pieces, decorations and costumes, together with the group leader. After a few years I started 
participating as an individual performer in my own group. Lots of people in Sparkling Mix 
make their own individual costumes, based on the theme of the group. I make my costumes 
more showy and spectacular than anyone else in the group. In 2018 I won 3rd prize for ‘Best 
Individual’. 
 
I’m so happy to be able to take part in such a big event that brings so many cultural identities 
together. Our Summer Carnival is all about throwing a huge party where we can all be 
ourselves and show how proud we are of our carnival culture. The Summer Carnival brings 
together so many proud people!! 
 
I’m aware that the Rotterdam Summer Carnival has been nominated for a place on the 
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List and I am happy to give the nomination my full 
SUPPORT. The Rotterdam Summer Carnival CERTAINLY deserves it. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[signature] 
 
Roosje Conquet  
Dirk Costerplein 147 
2624 TW Delft 
email: roosje 2009@hotmail.com 
 
 





AVT/OCW-210129-001 NIEUW Letter of Consent Dutrieux 
 

 
LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO 

lntangible Cultural Heritage List  
Subject:  Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:    20 January 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
As the director of Ducos Productions, I have been an organising partner involved in 
staging the Rotterdam Summer Carnival for the past 25 years. I am 66 years old and of 
Dutch-Indonesian descent. 
 
In the course of its 35-year existence, the Rotterdam Summer Carnival has grown into a 
national cultural tradition in which a range of cultural communities are actively involved. 
Each individual participant celebrates their own cultural identity through a carnivalesque 
form of expression that was originally introduced by the Antillean community. 
 
As a representative of the Summer Carnival in the nomination working group, I support 
the nomination for inclusion on UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List 
wholeheartedly. Together with Gré I played an important role in supplying suitable 
photographs for the nomination, the copyright of which is held by Rotterdam Unlimited. 
The Summer Carnival brings people together and builds social cohesion in a festive way. 
In my opinion, the Rotterdam Summer Carnival fully deserves this nomination. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Signature] 
 
Guus Dutrieux  
 
Sint Jobskade 612 
3024 EN Rotterdam 
E-mail: guus@ducos.com 



LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
Aan:  Werkgroep Nominatie Unesco 's internationale Representatieve Lijst van het 

Immaterieel Erfgoed. 
Betreft: Nominatie Zomercarnaval Rotterdam 
Rotterdam: 21 oktober 2020 
 
Beste werkgroep die de UNESCO voordracht voorbereidt, 
 
Dyonna Benett is mijn naam, 31 jaar en geboren en getogen in Nederland. Mijn moeder, een 
fanatieke carnavalsliefhebber die vanaf kleins af aan heeft meegedaan aan het carnaval op 
Curaçao, heeft haar diepe passie voor carnaval aan haar kinderen overgedragen. Nadat ik 
tijdens het Zomercarnaval jarenlang aan de kant heb gekeken en verwonderd werd door niet 
alleen de pracht, praal en muziek, maar ook de heerlijke opbeurende energie van de 
deelnemers en het publiek daaromheen, mocht ik in het jaar 2000 eindelijk voor het eerst 
meedoen als deelnemer. Sindsdien was ik meteen verkocht en verslaafd. In de jaren daarop 
heb ik met veel passie binnen verschillende carnavalsgroepen meegedanst en carnaval 
gevierd. 
 
In het jaar 2015 werd ik door Sulimar Cook, Queen Zomercarnaval 2011, benaderd met de 
vraag om haar groep te vertegenwoordigen als Queen Passionada tijdens de Queen Election 
2015. Naast mijn kandidaatstelling had ik een grote droom voor de toekomst van het 
Zomercarnaval. In één jaar tijd heb ik samen met het bestuur een Erfgoedzorgplan 
ontwikkeld. Sindsdien ben ik op meerdere manieren betrokken gebleven bij het 
Zomercarnaval, zowel als erfgoedconsulent, jurylid tijdens de straatparade en sinds kort 
uitvoerend producent bij de vernieuwde versie van de Queen Election, nu Zomercarnaval 
Royalty Election. 
 
Het Zomercarnaval is meer dan alleen een evenement in Nederland. Carnaval heeft een 
diepere betekenis, waarvan de vele betekenislagen vaak onbekend zijn. We hebben het over 
traditie en roots. Het is een levensstijl. Een emancipatietraditie. Dit is cultuur en immaterieel 
erfgoed wat door voorouders wordt vormgegeven, doorgegeven en overgedragen. Het wordt 
tot in de diepste aderen gevoeld en over de hele wereld meegenomen, geprezen en gevierd. 
De invloed van carnaval op de mens, heeft dus niet alleen een kunstzinnige vorm, maar 
bestaat ook uit een diepe mate van spiritualiteit, samenhorigheid en kracht. De deelnemers 
van het Zomercarnaval geven een traditie vorm die hun voorouders uit de Cariben en andere 
tropische landen hebben meegenomen. Het feit dat het Zomercarnaval werd toegevoegd 
aan de Inventaris Immaterieel Erfgoed en nu wordt voorgedragen voor de Representatieve 
Lijst van het Immaterieel Erfgoed geeft voor mij een vorm van acceptatie. Zowel binnen de 
pluriforme Nederlandse gemeenschap, als op internationaal niveau. Het belang van het 
Zomercarnaval is dat het individualiteit, expressie, gemeenschap en eigenliefde leert. Om je 
vrij en zonder compromissen te uiten, in gemeenschap te werken, verschillen te respecteren 
en deze te ondersteunen. Het Zomercarnaval is hiermee een verrijking tussen de 
verschillende culturen in Nederland. 
 
Ik ben bekend met de voordracht van Zomercarnaval Rotterdam voor Unesco's 
Internationale Representatieve Lijst van het Immaterieel Erfgoed en Ik steun deze  
voordracht van harte. 
 
Met vriendelijke groeten,  
 
 
D.A Benett 
Erfgoedprofessional - lnclusiviteit, Publiek en Museologie  
e-mail adres: lnfo@dyonnabenett.nl 



AVT/OCW-210129-001 Letter of Consent Dyonna 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   21 October 2020 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Dyonna Benett. I’m 31 years old and was born and raised in the Netherlands. My 
mother was always a huge fan of carnival: from a young age she joined in the carnival on 
Curaçao, and passed on her passion to us, her children. After watching the Summer Carnival 
from the sidelines for many years and marvelling not only at the colourful pageantry and 
music but also the uplifting energy radiated both by the people taking part and the 
spectators along the route – I finally became a participant myself in the year 2000. From that 
moment I was completely hooked! And ever since then, I’ve joined in the carnival 
celebrations as a keen dancer with various carnival groups. 
 
In 2015 I was invited by Sulimar Cook, the 2011 Summer Carnival Queen, to represent her 
group as Queen Passionada during the 2015 Queen Election. Besides being a candidate for 
the title, I had a grand vision for the future of the Summer Carnival. Within the next twelve 
months, the organising board and I jointly drew up a heritage care plan. Since then I’ve been 
involved with the Summer Carnival in a variety of ways, as a heritage consultant, as one of 
the panel judges during the Street Parade, and more recently as executive producer of the 
newly updated Queen Election, now renamed the Summer Carnival Royalty Election. 
 
The Rotterdam Summer Carnival is much more than a mere event. Carnival has a deeper 
significance, a multi-layeredness that is not widely understood. It is about tradition and 
roots. It is a way of life. A tradition of emancipation. This is culture and intangible heritage 
shaped, handed down and entrusted by ancestors to their descendants. It is felt with every 
fibre of our being, and spread, acclaimed and celebrated all over the world. So the influence 
of carnival isn’t purely artistic: it also has a profound measure of spirituality, togetherness 
and strength. The Summer Carnival participants are embodying a tradition brought by their 
ancestors from the Caribbean and other tropical regions. To my mind, the fact that the 
Summer Carnival is being nominated for a place on the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage 
List is a token of recognition, not only within the pluralist society of the Netherlands but also 
internationally. The significance of the Summer Carnival is that it instils individuality, 
expression, community and self-respect. It teaches you to express yourself freely and 
without compromise, to work in harmony with others, and to respect and support 
differences. Thus, the Summer Carnival is an enrichment of the various cultures that exist in 
the Netherlands. 
 
I understand that the Rotterdam Summer Carnival is being nominated for the UNESCO 
Intangible Cultural Heritage List and I wholeheartedly support this nomination. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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[Signature] 
Dyonna Benett 
 
Heritage professional – Inclusivity, Public Relations and Museology 
Email: Info@dyonnabenett.nl 
 





AVT/OCW-210129-001 NIEUW Letter of Consent Euson 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To:  The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   19 September 2020 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Humphrey Euson. I’ve been an enthusiastic and committed volunteer with 
the Summer Carnival since 1987. Back then, my colleague Karel Willems was already a 
member of the Summer Carnival committee, and it was he who invited me to come and 
lend a hand. A year later, I too had joined the committee, which by the way consists 
entirely of volunteers. 
 
Nowadays I’m also responsible for matters relating to the warehouse, which involves 
coordination and advice. Our team of volunteers assemble the Street Parade floats 3 to 4 
weeks ahead of the big event. Being born and raised in the Dutch Antilles I already knew 
from experience that the Antillean carnival is a fantastic celebration of colour, creativity, 
pageantry, showmanship, music, dance and sheer fun. And I knew how making all that 
happen brings people together. A lot of the people who left the Caribbean to settle in the 
Netherlands missed their carnival celebration in warmer temperatures back home. For 
me, it was great to be able to help launch this tradition in Rotterdam. And so wonderful 
to introduce people in the Netherlands to our way of celebrating life with lots of colour, 
dancing and fun. Many of the 2,500 people who take part in the parade know my face as 
I’ve been around since the 1990s and besides leading the Street Parade, I’m also the 
Logistics Manager and Volunteers Coordinator. And even after 30 years, I’m still happy to 
contribute my organising skills, technical talent and people skills to make the Summer 
Carnival a success. 
 
Antillean carnival tradition now well established in Dutch culture 
Many Antilleans came and settled in the Netherlands in the 1960s and 1970s, and they 
introduced the Antillean carnival here in the 1980s. Since then the Summer Carnival has 
become broader, with participants from other Caribbean countries and South America, 
and white Dutch people also like to join in! Caribbean and Latin American music and 
dance have become an integral part of Dutch life here, too, just like the Summer 
Carnival. It’s grown into a major multicultural event in terms of participants and visitors, 
bringing people together to have a good time. The Summer Carnival has enhanced Dutch 
culture through:  

 creativity and artistry in making costumes and parade floats 
 multicultural cohesion / getting together with others to create something beautiful 

/  lots of helpers are required to make it all happen 
 promoting social integration. 

 
Music and dance combined with teamwork connect people from many cultures, creating a 
colourful Caribbean/South American carnival that brings pleasure and enjoyment to 
hundreds of thousands of people. It’s a huge challenge, a great deal of effort goes into it 
and it’s become a really important part of my life.  
 
A UNESCO Intangible Heritage listing will help to safeguard the Summer 
Carnival and promote international cooperation. 
 
As a representative of the Summer Carnival in the nomination working group, I support 
the nomination for inclusion on UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List 
wholeheartedly. The working group was closely involved in answering the questions on 
the form and supplied information for the description of the Summer Carnival and for the 
safeguarding measures referred to in the document (which we bear joint responsibility 
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for implementing). There is widespread support for the nomination within the Summer 
Carnival heritage community, and we have kept them up-to-date on developments 
throughout the process.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Signature] 
 
Humphrey Eason 
 
Email: Humphrey@zomercarnaval.org 





AVT/OCW-210129-001 Letter of Consent Gumbs 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   4 November 2020 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Rocío Gumbs and I am 11 years old. I was born in Purmerend and I’m in the 
final class of De Marimba primary school. My mother came to the Netherlands from Bolivia in 
1977 as a political refugee from the dictatorship at that time. My father is from Curaçao and 
came to the Netherlands in 1985 to study Business Information Technology. Both my parents 
are crazy about carnival! Back in Bolivia a lot of our family members used to take part in the 
carnival in the town of Oruro. 
 
In 1996 my grandpa and other Bolivians set up a dance group in Amsterdam to show people 
in the Netherlands what the original Bolivian carnival is like. The best place to see it is at 
Rotterdam Summer Carnival. Our group is called Bolivia Minka, which means Bolivia 
Teamwork. My mother has been dancing with them from the start. My father took over the 
leadership from my grandfather 20 years ago. I’m a second-generation dancer, because I’ve 
been dancing since I was 8 and so has my oldest sister Rosalia (who’s 26). Actually, my 
whole family are involved in the dance group and so are all my friends. As well as other 
family friends and acquaintances – all of them from Bolivia. Dancers from Belgium, France, 
Germany, Spain and England come specially to Rotterdam to dance with us in the Summer 
Carnival. Our dance group consists of 80 people. We’ve taken part in the Carnival 23 times 
and 6 times we won a prize for choreography. As far as I know, we’re the only group that 
dances throughout the whole Street Parade. 
 
For me, dancing is like playing – it’s my main hobby. I started ballet when I was 6 but last 
year I switched to hip-hop. And I’ve been dancing in the Summer Carnival since I was 8. 
Every other week we train for 3 hours with all the dancers in our group, with my father and 
sister Rosalia in charge. Every year we get new carnival music from Bolivia. I really love 
learning all the different dances from my parents’ country, like La Diablada, La Morenada 
and Los Caporales. 
 
In March all the group members start making the costumes. It’s really interesting and I can’t 
wait to see what each costume is going to look like when it’s finished. Even on the big day of 
the parade, as we’re heading for Rotterdam in the bus, we’re still putting the finishing 
touches to those costumes! 
 
I think it’s brilliant that the Bolivian carnival was given a place on the UNESCO list in 2001 – 
the same list that the Summer Carnival is being nominated for. I’m so proud of that! And I 
show how proud I am every year at the carnival in Rotterdam! For me, the Summer Carnival 
is the biggest and most wonderful party ever, where all kinds of people have a great time 
together. 
 
I understand that the Rotterdam Summer Carnival has been nominated for a place on 
UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List and I support that wholeheartedly. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Signature] 
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Rocío Gumbs 
Email: boliviaminka1996@qmail.com 



LETTER OF CONSENT 

Aan: Werkgroep nominatie Unesco’s Internationale Representatieve lijst van
Immaterieel Erfgoed

Betreft: Nominatie Zomercarnaval Rotterdam
Rotterdam 24 januari 2021

Beste leden van de werkgroep,

Mijn naam is Ryansley Haize. Ik ben 30 jaar en ben geboren in Den Haag. Mijn ouders kwamen 
ruim 30 jaar geleden vanuit Curaçao naar Nederland, vooral om te studeren. Op dit moment 
woon ik in Papendrecht (ten zuiden van Rotterdam) en ben ik onderdeel van het fusie & 
overnameteam (M&A) van PostNL.

Mijn vader was (vanaf 1988) één van de eerste bestuursleden van het Zomercarnaval. Eerst 
als organisator van de Queen Election en vanaf 1992 als penningmeester en coördinator van 
de Mercado – de Mercado is de tropische foodmarket langs de route van de Straatparade.
Vanaf 2012 begon ik hem hiermee, als jongste vrijwilliger van het Zomercarnaval, te helpen.
Twee jaar later, in 2014, werd ik officieel benoemd tot algemeen bestuurslid – dit maakt mij 
een 2e generatie bestuurslid. Later dat jaar, na het overlijden van mijn vader, nam ik 
grotendeels zijn taken in het bestuur over – vorig jaar ben ik benoemd tot vicevoorzitter.

De laatste vrijdag en zaterdag van de maand juli zijn de dagen waar sinds de jaren 80 veel 
mensen, waaronder ikzelf, jaarlijks naar uitkijken – daar wil(de) ik onderdeel van zijn. 
Zomercarnaval Rotterdam, een evenement dat initieel opgericht is door en voor de Antilliaanse 
gemeenschap en nu gegroeid is tot een evenement waar meer dan 25 verschillende culturen 
aan deelnemen. Een evenement dat niet alleen een feest is, maar een podium biedt waarop
mensen verbinding leggen met de verschillende culturen waar de Nederlandse samenleving 
uit bestaat. Kortom, iets wat behouden en voortgezet moet worden.

Plaatsing van Zomercarnaval Rotterdam op Unesco’s Internationale Representatieve Lijst van 
Immaterieel Erfgoed is daarbij van zeer groot belang voor de instandhouding van deze 
verbinding. Namens Zomercarnaval had ik zitting in de werkgroep die deze nominatie 
voorbereidde en de voordracht voor UNESCOs Representatieve lijst van het Immaterieel 
Erfgoed heeft dan ook mijn hartelijke instemming. Onze inbreng spitste zich met name toe op 
een goede beschrijving van het immaterieel erfgoed en de community erachter, en vervolgens 
ook op de borgingsmaatregelen die in het nominatieformulier worden uiteengezet en ook
gedragen worden door de erfgoedgemeenschap van het Zomercarnaval – die wij steeds 
betrokken en goed op de hoogte hielden van de vorderingen.

Met vriendelijke groet,

Ryansley Haize
Email: ryansley@zomercarnaval.org
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AVT/OCW-210129-001 NIEUW Letter of Consent Ryansley 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   24 January 2021 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Ryansley Haize. I am 30 years old and was born in The Hague. Over 30 years 
ago my parents moved from Curaçao to the Netherlands, chiefly for the purpose of 
studying here. I now live in Papendrecht (south of Rotterdam) and I work in the Mergers 
and Acquisition team (M&A) at PostNL. 
 
In 1988 my father became one of the first members of the Summer Carnival committee, 
initially as organiser of the Queen Election and from 1992 as treasurer and coordinator of 
the Mercado – the tropical food market along the route of the Street Parade. In 2012 I 
joined him, as the youngest volunteer helping at the Summer Carnival. Two years later, 
in 2014, I was officially appointed as a general member of the committee – which makes 
me a second-generation committee member. Later that year, after my father passed 
away, I took over most of his tasks on the committee – and last year I was appointed its 
vice-president. 
 
Ever since the 1980s, the last Friday and Saturday of July are the days that many 
people, including myself, look forward to all year. That is what I always wanted to be a 
part of – and always will. The Rotterdam Summer Carnival, which was originally set up 
for and by the Antillean community, has now grown into a major event featuring over 25 
different cultures. It’s not just a celebration: it’s also a platform where people connect 
with the other cultures that make up Dutch society. In a nutshell, this is something we 
need to preserve and build on in the future.  
 
Adding the Rotterdam Summer Carnival to the UNESCO lntangible Cultural Heritage List 
would be hugely important in preserving this intercultural connection. As a representative 
of the Summer Carnival in the nomination working group, I support the nomination for 
the inclusion on UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List wholeheartedly. Our 
contribution mainly focused on ensuring that the intangible cultural heritage and the 
community responsible for it was correctly described and, subsequently, that the 
safeguarding measures set out on the nomination form are put into practice by the 
community. We have also kept the Summer Carnival heritage community up to date on 
developments throughout the process. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ryansley Haize 
 
[signature] 
 
Email: ryansley@zomercarnaval.org  





AVT/OCW-210129-001 Letter of Consent Kenter 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   20 September 2020 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Irma Kenter. I am 52 years old and live in Rotterdam. I was born in Amstelveen 
and grew up in Hilversum. After graduating from the Hotel Management School in Maastricht 
I worked in various posts in local government, including education, water management and 
finance. I am currently employed as Director of Mobility & Environment by the Province of 
South Holland. In all of the issues I have tackled in my work, the interests of society and 
social diversity are of central importance. It’s about collaborating with a range of parties from 
different backgrounds to achieve a result that everyone supports. That is also my aim in the 
volunteer work that I do. 
 
I’ve been helping with the Rotterdam Summer Carnival for 20 years. It started when a friend 
asked me to assist with the Queen Election and after that I joined as a volunteer. I was a 
member of the Carnival committee for 10 years. I’ve also been a Street Parade leader and 
since 2001 I’ve chaired the panels of judges that adjudicate the Queen Election and the 
Street Parade. 
 
For me, the Rotterdam Summer Carnival is a cultural tradition embraced by people from a 
wide variety of backgrounds, in which everyone is free to be themselves. Carnival brings 
together people from all walks of life; everyone can give shape to it in their own way. Despite 
the fact that I grew up in North Holland where carnival isn’t a tradition, this inclusive attitude 
has meant I’ve always felt in my element. 
 
I am aware that the Rotterdam Summer Carnival has been nominated for a place on 
UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List and I endorse the nomination wholeheartedly. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Signature] 
 
Irma Kenter 
 
Email: irmakenter72@gmail.com 
 





AVT/OCW-210129-001 NIEUW Letter of Consent Lucio 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   12 November 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Saïna Lucio and I am 57 years old. I was born and raised on Curaçao and 
moved to the Netherlands in 1990 to study. I liked it so much that I decided to stay. At 
the moment I live in Rotterdam and work as coordinator of a community centre in 
Spangen. I am writing this letter in my capacity as committee member of the Rotterdam 
Summer Carnival in the Netherlands and as a member of the working group that is 
preparing the UNESCO nomination. 
 
On Curaçao, Carnival Day is one of the most important festivals in the year, when the 
whole family gets together and we all have a fantastic time. I still have wonderful 
memories of that. When a friend invited me to help set up a carnival group in Rotterdam 
it was the most natural thing in the world to say YES. 
 
For 17 years we had lots of fun with our big carnival group, Elegance, from Rotterdam. 
We have now stopped as group leaders and with our carnival group, but I still very much 
wanted to contribute something to the Summer Carnival. So I was delighted when the 
chair of the Summer Carnival committee invited me to join as a committee member. And 
once again, I had no hesitation saying YES. 
 
The Summer Carnival is an event that showcases like no other how diverse the 
population of the Netherlands is, especially in Rotterdam. Carnival Day is a day that 
unites people. A day when young and old, regardless of their race or skin colour, can 
show in a positive way who they are and how we can all enjoy life together. As the 
Carnival Parade passes through the streets of Rotterdam it brings happiness, a sense of 
identification and also recognition. In other words, it’s a day for enjoying oneself and 
being happy. 
 
As a representative of the Summer Carnival in the nomination working group, I support 
the nomination for inclusion on UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List 
wholeheartedly. The working group also supports the plans detailed in the nomination 
form, which we discussed in detail. The nomination is widely supported within the 
Summer Carnival heritage community, partly thanks to our contribution. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Signature] 
 
Saïna Lucio  
 
 
Oldegaarde 906 
3086 AV Rotterdam 
Tel: +31 (0)6 5568 0416 
Email: saina@zomercarnival.org 
 





AVT/OCW-210129-001 Letter of Consent Margaretha 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
 
To:  The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   29 October 2020 
 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is José Margaretha and I am 66 years old. I was born and raised on Curaçao. 
From the age of 20 I worked at the carnival there as a first-aid volunteer. In 1980 (when I was 
26) I came to the Netherlands to study and work. I was employed as a youth worker in 
Rotterdam for 9 years and since then have been working in addiction care in Amsterdam, but 
I live in Hoorn. 
 
In 1984 I happened to meet Humphrey Euson, who at the time was working on the small-
scale Street Parade of the Antillean Carnival. I knew him from Curaçao. That day, he invited 
me to help him and I did so gladly. The next year he asked me again, after which I became a 
volunteer with the Rotterdam Summer Carnival. And I’ve never stopped, because for me it’s 
the most fun day of the year. 
 
At first I helped out wherever I was needed in the Street Parade. After a few years I was 
made a section leader, which meant organising the first 30 metres of the Street Parade with 
a team of volunteers. If there was a problem anywhere, it was my job to do the 
troubleshooting. For 16 years I’ve been Assistant Parade Leader and have taken over a lot of 
Humphrey’s tasks. For many years I’ve been getting into my car at 5 a.m. in Hoorn and 
driving to my post at the Street Parade, where I start at 6 am. At 9 pm, when the last group 
has arrived, I feel immense satisfaction. I don’t feel tired at all, I just drive back home to 
Hoorn. 
 
By building bridges across different cultures, the Summer Carnival has enriched Dutch 
culture and also created respect for people’s differences. Everyone can be themselves at this 
huge multicultural party. It’s amazing: so many spectators and performers and such diversity. 
The fact that I can do my bit really gives me a sense of pride. 
 
I am aware that the Rotterdam Summer Carnival has been nominated for a place on 
UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List and I support the nomination wholeheartedly. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Signature] 
 
José A. Magaretha 
Email: marga21@kpnmail.nl 
 
 





AVT/OCW-210129-001 Letter of Consent Mota 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   4 November 2020 
 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Miguelina Mota and I am 28 years old. I was born in Spijkenisse and live in 
Hoogvliet (south of Rotterdam). My mother is from Curaçao and my father is from the 
Dominican Republic. They met on the Dutch Caribbean island of Sint Maarten. When the 
hotel they were both working at went bankrupt, and with me already on the way, they 
decided to try and build a future in the Netherlands. I am currently employed at the Marriott 
Hotel in Rotterdam as the Revenue and Reservations Manager. 
 
My mother was involved in various carnival parades on Curaçao and Sint Maarten and she 
passed her enthusiasm on to me. My father is not a fan. After dancing on the sidelines for 
many years when the Summer Carnival passed by, I felt that I wanted more. So in 2013 
(when I was 21) I decided to join the performers. I loved the dancing but I was even more 
fascinated by the Queen on the magnificent float right out in front. Because that’s what I 
wanted to be! At the beginning of 2014 I was elected Queen of the People's Choice carnival 
group and during the Queen Election in the Summer Carnival at the end of June I did indeed 
become THE QUEEN!! 
 
During my year as Summer Carnival Queen I not only had the honour of opening the Street 
Parade in Rotterdam but I had the privilege of participating as guest of honour in the parades 
in other cities and countries, including Oosterhout (the Netherlands), Kortrijk (Belgium), Paris 
(France) and Curaçao. In 2015 I was asked to train the new queens in the run-up to the 
Queen Election. In June 2016 I was even invited to appear for the second time in the Paris 
parade. 
 
I see the Rotterdam Summer Carnival as bringing people together, regardless of their age, 
gender or nationality. Everyone can have fun together at the best party in the Netherlands, 
and be proud of who they are as individuals. 
 
For me, the Summer Carnival is addictive. I hope that I will soon be able to join the Queen 
Election as one of the judges. My daughter, who is three and a half, has already inherited my 
love of the Summer Carnival. She’s entranced by the Battle of Drums and the Street Parade, 
and dances along with everyone else. She’s a chip off the old block! I’d love to see her 
crowned Queen of the Summer Carnival in 2040. And to make sure of that, I’m already 
training her! 
 
I understand that the Rotterdam Summer Carnival is being nominated for the UNESCO 
Intangible Cultural Heritage List and I wholeheartedly support this nomination. In my opinion, 
such a magnificent multicultural event as the Summer Carnival thoroughly deserves such a 
listing. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Signature] 
 
Miguelina Mota  
miguelina mota@live.nl 





AVT/OCW-210129-001 NIEUWS Letter of Consent Ploeg 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   21 September 2020 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Gré Ploeg. I am 76 years old and was born in Den Helder, North Holland. 
Shortly before completing my nursing studies when I was 21, I moved to Paramaribo 
with my Surinamese fiancé. It was the most wonderful time of my life. I felt completely 
at home in that country with its nine different people groups. 
 
I worked for some time as a shop-window dresser and tourist guide and then went into 
business, setting up my own advertising agency and a weekly magazine. On two 
occasions, at the request of Brazilian friends, I organised a Brazilian carnival. 
Unfortunately there was not enough support for it to become a tradition. In 1972, aged 
27, I returned to the Netherlands with my two young daughters. 
 
After a variety of jobs, I joined the Urban Development department of the municipality of 
Rotterdam in 1979. Through a colleague from Curaçao I first heard about the Summer 
Carnival in 1986. In 1988 I became a member of the Carnival board: it felt like a 
homecoming. This was what I really wanted to do: help build a Dutch society where 
people get on well together. After 4 years as treasurer I swapped places with the 
organiser of the Queen Election. I’ve built up this event from a small-scale affair to a 
glittering extravaganza. The main focus is on developing the self-awareness and pride of 
the carnival queen candidates, which has also meant bringing in professional teachers 
and eventually setting up the Queen Academy. Last year I bade farewell to the Queen 
Election and next year I will be stepping down as a member of the board because my 
tenure will expire then. 
 
At the moment people all over the world are fighting for values that have always been 
considered ‘normal’ at the Summer Carnival – respect for people who are different, 
LGBTI and Black Lives Matter. The Summer Carnival is not just a celebration, but a 
platform where people connect with the other cultures that make up Dutch society. This 
is something we need to preserve and build on in the future. It has been an honour for 
me to promote this through the Summer Carnival. 
 
Adding the Rotterdam Summer Carnival to the UNESCO lntangible Cultural Heritage List 
would be hugely important in preserving this intercultural connection, and I therefore 
support the nomination wholeheartedly. As a representative of the Summer Carnival I 
played a leading role in the nomination working group, and was closely involved with 
answering all questions on the form and describing all aspects of the Carnival. I also 
selected the photos and helped obtain the Letters of Consent, which testify to the 
widespread support of the heritage community for the Summer Carnival’s nomination. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Gré Ploeg 
 
[signature] 
 
Email: gre@zomercarnaval.org  
 





AVT/OCW-210129-001 Letter of Consent Tielman 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   20 October 2020 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Kennedy Tielman. I am 61 years old and I was born on Curaçao. I came to the 
Netherlands when I was 18 to train in higher laboratory education. I subsequently qualified as 
a secondary-school teacher of chemistry and later obtained a master’s degree in chemistry. I 
currently work at a teacher training college and am working towards a PhD in education. I 
live in Breda. 
 
Alongside my studies, I set up a band with a group of Antillean friends. Its name was 
Orquesta Pegasaya. That was in 1985, when I was 26. My friends were all instrumentalists, I 
was the singer and entertainer. I also became the band’s manager, because there was 
plenty of organising and planning to do. Back then there were big dance parties with 
orchestras coming over from Curaçao and Aruba – and tickets costing 25 guilders each. Our 
‘student band’ played Antillean music at our self-styled ‘dollar-parties’ with entrance tickets 
costing 1 dollar (2.5 guilders). We were a great success everywhere. 
 
We’ve been performing at the Rotterdam Summer Carnival for years. Twice, in 1995 and 
1999, we won the audience prize for Most Popular Orchestra in the Street Parade. That’s 
something we’re immensely proud of! 
 
My personal triumph was being crowned Tumba King at the Summer Carnival Tumba 
Calypso Festival in 1991. And we won the same prize twice again, with a different singer in 
our band, in 1994 and 1997. Besides playing with the carnival groups performing in the 
Street Parade we’ve also made countless appearances on the main Summer Carnival stage, 
playing for many thousands of enthusiastic visitors. 
 
It’s not just winning all these prizes and enjoying tremendous popularity that makes the 
Summer Carnival so special for us. It’s a melting-pot of cultures (as reflected in the title of our 
winning Tumba number in 1991): the ultimate example of good practice as to how a culturally 
diverse community should function. It’s so special that everyone speaks the same language 
on those days: 'Summer Carnival', a festival that rightly bears the title of ‘Rotterdam 
Unlimited’ – a name without borders. It’s a tremendous happening that we prepare far in 
advance every year, because we can’t wait to be out there again in the Street Parade, having 
the time of our lives and enabling other people to do the same. 
 
Placing the Rotterdam Summer Carnival on the UNESCO lntangible Cultural Heritage List is 
a supremely important way to preserve the various cultures that contribute to the richness of 
Dutch society. That is why I wholeheartedly support this nomination. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Kennedy Tielman 
 
[signature] 
 
Email: k.tielman@fontys.nl 





AVT/OCW-210129-001 Letter of Consent Gladys Tuur 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   19 September 2020 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Gladys Tuur and I am 55 years old. I was born in Paramaribo, Suriname, but I 
have lived in Rotterdam since I was six.  
 
When Suriname gained its independence, my parents feared difficult times ahead and 
decided to emigrate to the Netherlands in search of a better future for themselves and their 
eight children. In 1972 my parents travelled to the Netherlands. Two years later I joined 
them, along with one brother and a younger sister, and two years after that, the remaining 
five children followed. In the Netherlands, two more children were born to my parents. This 
emigration worked out very well for our whole family. 
  
After getting an economics degree, I joined the Economy Department of the Municipality of 
Rotterdam. For the past 16 years I’ve been working in the International Trade Department of 
the Rotterdam Tourist Service. For 20 years now, my job has involved organising networking 
meetings for the North Sea Jazz Festival. 
 
Since 2006 I have been regularly invited by Gré Ploeg, the project manager of the Carnival 
Queen Election, to assist her with the Election. When she first asked me, the Summer 
Carnival still fell under the Municipality of Rotterdam, for which we both worked. In 2008 I 
agreed to help organise the Queen Election as a volunteer. This means that as Gré’s right-
hand woman, I’m part of the team ensuring that a Carnival Queen is elected to lead the 
Street Parade. Since 2016 I’ve also been a member of the panel of judges that adjudicates 
the Street Parade. 
 
Ever since I was a child, I’ve known that the Summer Carnival is a celebration for everyone – 
young, old, male, female, gay, straight or gender-neutral. The Summer Carnival is the 
greatest festival in Rotterdam, a vibrant celebration full of colour, creative people, great 
music, plenty of dancing and above all, lots of fun. You just can’t keep still when the parade 
comes dancing by! 
 
The Summer Carnival has enabled the Netherlands to become acquainted with other 
cultures. Cultures that also became acquainted with each other in a festive way. On the day 
of the Street Parade everyone is united – and they all party together. I also believe that the 
Summer Carnival promotes better civic integration by teaching respect for other people’s 
cultures and customs. 
 
I am aware that the Rotterdam Summer Carnival has been nominated for UNESCO's 
International Representative List for Intangible Heritage and I wholeheartedly support this 
nomination. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Signature] 
 
Gladys Tuur 
 
Email: g.tuur@rotterdampartners.nl 





AVT/OCW-210129-001 Letter of Consent Lima Lopes 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To: The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   7 September 2020 
 
 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Cecilia van Sleeuwen-Lima Lopes. I am 58 years old and was born on the island 
of Santo Antão (Cape Verde). I often watched the carnival there but I never thought of taking 
part. In 1985, when I was 23, I visited my brother in Rotterdam and liked it so much that I 
decided to stay. I work as a sales officer with a wholesale company In Rotterdam and live in 
the nearby town of Spijkenisse. 
 
In 1986 I was invited to be part of a Cape Verdean carnival group. The following year I 
decided to participate as an individual within that group. An individual expresses a theme as 
a solo performer, wearing a body-piece that is different – more extravagant and more 
beautiful – every year. That gave me more scope for creativity. 
 
In 2004 I set up my own carnival group together with other people who had been performing 
at the Summer Carnival for years. Its name is Cabo Verde Chegou (‘Cape Verde Has 
Arrived’). And so, one way and another, by trial and error, I’ve become an expert costume 
designer and carnival group leader. In 2012 I won first prize as Best Individual. In 2018 my 
group and I won 5 of the 7 Street Parade prizes, and in 2019 we won 6! 
 
I enjoy the togetherness of the Summer Carnival immensely. During the Street Parade it’s as 
if everyone shares the same culture: we can all be ourselves and yet we are united. I don’t 
know of any other festival that achieves this. It gives me tremendous energy to be part of it 
all. And being a group leader, which means preparing all year round, is addictive! I want to 
go on doing it as long as I possibly can. 
 
I am aware that the Rotterdam Summer Carnival has been nominated for a place on 
UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List and I endorse that wholeheartedly. In my opinion 
the Summer Carnival thoroughly deserves this nomination. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
[Signature] 
 
C. van Sleeuwen-Lima Lopes 
Email: cclopes1@hotmail.com 
 





AVT/OCW-210129-001 Letter of Consent Zwiers 
 

LETTER OF CONSENT 
 
To:   The Working Group preparing the Nomination for the UNESCO lntangible 

Cultural Heritage List  
Subject: Rotterdam Summer Carnival 
Date:   30 September 2020 
 
Dear members of the Working Group, 
 
My name is Chris Zwiers. I am 60 years old and I was born on Curaçao, where I lived until I 
was 20. During that time I represented Curaçao in international swimming and judo contests 
and, later, triathlons. In 1980 I came to the Netherlands to study architecture at Delft 
University of Technology. I now live in Scheveningen and am a partner and architect with the 
OZ international architecture practice. In my spare time I’ve been actively involved in dance 
competitions, from Latin Jazz to Salsa and Zouk. I’ve also danced with various dance groups 
and have long been involved in promoting dance in general. 
 
In 1995 I joined the committee of the Rotterdam Summer Carnival. The Summer Carnival 
had just been awarded the Laurenspenning medal of honour as an outstanding event, and 
the president of the organisation awarding the medal nominated me for the Carnival 
committee. I was an active committee member until 2006, during which time the highlight 
was winning a Prince Claus Award in 2001. 
 
From 1995 to 1997 my activities on the board mainly focused on organising the Tumba I 
Calypso song festival and setting up the programme for the various podium events featuring 
performers and dancers. From 1997 to 2000 I helped organise the Battle of Drums. Since 
2010 I have regularly taken part as a judge of the Queen Election and Street Parade. 
 
With my Curaçao roots and dance background I’m a fervent fan of the Summer Carnival. I’ve 
seen it grow into an event that celebrates cultural diversity, where part of the experience is 
about meeting and encountering other kinds of people and where bridges are built between 
people, cultures and the community on the basis of shared values. An inclusive celebration 
that has its roots in the carnival celebrated by communities from Curaçao and Aruba but has 
since gained broad support from other communities, too. 
 
I am aware that the Rotterdam Summer Carnival has been nominated for a place on the 
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List and in view of its social and cultural importance I 
support that wholeheartedly. I believe that the Rotterdam Summer Carnival fully deserves 
this nomination! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
[signature] 
 
Chris Zwiers MSc 
 
Email: c.zwiers@ozarchitect.nl 
 


