
GREECE submits five (5) consent letters which are signed by the following: 

 
1. Greek Network of Transhumant Livestock Breeders 
Network/NGO 
Signed by Athanasios Ragkos, General Secretary of the Network (Agricultural Economist-
Researcher), (male). 
 
2. Union of Transhumant Farmers of Epirus 
Farmers Union 
Signed by Ioannis Dekolis, President – Transhumant farmer (male) 
 
3. Argyris Mpairaktaris 
Transhumant farmer/Practitioner (male) 
 
4. Michalis Tziotzios 
Transhumant farmer (male) 
 
5. Vasiliki Lagka 
Professor/Daughter of a transhumant family (female) 
 



AIKTYO METAKINOYMENON KTHNOTPOCl>ON 

l'itEu0uvofJ: 3o XLA n.E.O Mptom; 0Eooa>..ov[Kf'J<; Kdpto EJ\rD Mµf'JTpa T.K 41336 

TfJA. 2410-282447, 6937414305 & 6945 705708 Fax: 2410-553551 

E-mail:diktyometakinoumenwn@gmail.comwww.metakinoumena.gr 

J\a.ptoa, 01 NoEµ(3piou 2021 

0tµa: IXUlKCX µ£ u1v EvtU~I'} TI'}<; µuaKLVOUµEv11c; myonpof3cnoTpo<l>iac; we; at:OLXEiou auAl')c; noAmarLKrJ<; 

KAl')povoµuic; atouc; Ka:taA6youc; Tile; UNESCO 

H µETaKlVOUµEV'l OLyorrpoj3atotpo<t>ia o~µEpa EQ>apµ6~Etal OE OAE<; oXEOOV uc; nEplq>EpELE<; u1c; xwpac; 

µac; KOL OE µEplKE<; rrEplITtWO£L<; xapaKtllPL~El U]V rrapaywyLKii K<lTEU8UVOI'] tl']c; Ktl']VOtpocj>LK~c; touc; 

6pa0t11pt6tr1tac;. OL tatopLKE<; tile; Katal30Atc; Evtorrl~ovtOL apKEtouc; mwvEc; rrpLv. E8vonKic; oµci6Ec; 

av8pwrrwv 6rrwc; m BAaxm, Ol Kourrarnapaim KOL oL 1apaKatoavalm aaxoM811Kav arroKAHOtlK<I µE tf1V 

µETaKlVOUµEVl'l Kt'1VOtp0<pla 611µwupywvtac; µE tf1V rrapo6o tOU XPOVOU Mo rratpi6Ec; (µLa Otr]V opELv,; touc; 

6tal3iwo11 Km µia otf1V rrEoiv,;) Katop8wvovtac; Etol Km va nc; 6latf1p,;oouv ~wvtavtc; aMa KOL va 

EITli3ll.\JOOUV Ol i6LOL. 

H i6La 11 KOUAtoupa tile; µnaKiv11011c; arrot£AEOE napciyovta 6Laµ6p4>wo11c; tile; 6La6lKaolac; 

KOlVWVLKOOlKOVOµLK,;c; E(£AL(l']c; autwv tWV ITEPLOXWV. H EITlKpOtl']OI'] tOU ouor,;µmoc; tl']c; µEtOKlVOUµEvl']c; 

0Lyorrpoi3m01:po<f>i.ac; oE (3ci8oc; mwvwv txn 6Laµopcpwon tva ouvoAo noAmotLKWV otOLXEiwv ta onoia 

xapaKtl']pi~ouv nc; m:pwxtc; 6rrou Evtorri.~nm µEXPL Kat o~µEpa, Evw EX£L £ITf1pEaon 111 6Laµ6pcpwori, Ev 

VEVEL, u1c; ITOAltlotlK,;c; taut6t11tac; autwv tWV m:pwxwv, ouv0£tovtac; triv «yEwpylK,; ITOAltlotlKrJ 

KAf1pOvoµla» touc;. np6K£lTal yLa ITOAltlOtlKO otOlXEia 6rrwc; µouotK,;, xopoi, ,;011 KGL £0tµa. Iuxva, µaALota, 

rrapatripEitOL µLa 6Laorropci aMa Kat tva «avaKcitEµa» twv rroAmottKwv otOLXEiwv OE 6AE<; nc; rrEpwxtc; 

(opnvtc; Kat rr£6tvic;) 6rrou arravtci aut6 to napaywytKO ouotriµa. 

To ouvoAo oXE66v twv µETaKLvouµEvwv EKTpoq,wv 6Latf1pEitm arr6 yEvLa oE yEvla, Etol µna6i.6nOL 

avttormxa Kat 11 KOUAtoupa u1c; µnaKi.vrioric;. ~E6oµtvou tou noAUAEnoupyLKOu xapaKTi'Jpa tile; 

µEtaKtvouµEvl']c; myonpol3atotpoq>tac; (noAmotLKO<;, nEptj3aAAovttK6c;, KOLVWVlKOOLKOVOµtK6c;, rrapaywyi'J 

npo·i:ovtwv U4Jf1Mc; rrm6tritac;), motEuouµE aKpci6avta rrwc; ri ivta~ri u1c; we; auXric; rro>-.motlK~c; 

KAllPOVoµuic; otouc; KataA6youc; tl')c; UNESCO ea ouµj3aAEl ta µi ylota ota 6LatiJprio11 Kat Cl~Lonoi.11011 tWV 

w<j>EAElWV rrou arroppfouv arr6 tl']V cioKl']o,; tl']c;. 

f ta to ~iKTuo MetaKLvouµEvwv K111votp64>wv 

A0avaotoc; PayKoc; 

EvtnaAµtvoc; Epwvrit,;c; E/\ro ~,;µritpa 

fEVLK6c; rpaµµmfoc; 



NETWORK OF TRANSHUMANT LIVESTOCK BREEDERS 

Address: 3rd km ONR Larisa - Thessaloniki, ELGO Demeter Building, 41336, Larisa 

Tel. +30 2410-282447, 6937414305& 6945 705708 Fax: 2410-553551 

E-mail: diktyametakinaumenwn@gmail.com www.metakinaumena.gr 

Larisa, 01 November 2021 

Inscription of sheep and goat transhumance as intangible cultural heritage in UNESCO lists 

Sheep and goat transhumance is currently practiced in almost all the regions at our country and in some 

cases characterizes the direction of their livestock production. Its historical routes have been identified 

several centuries ago. Ethnic groups such as the Vlachs, the Koupatsaraioi and Sarakatsanoi undertook 

exclusively the transhumance system, generating two homes over the years (one in the highlands and one 

in the lowlands), t hus managing to keep them alive along with their own farms and families. 

The culture of transhumance itself has been a factor shaping the of socio-economic development 

process of these regions. The prevalence of sheep and goat farming over the centuries has shaped a set of 

cultural elements that characterize the areas where it is located until now, and has influenced the cultural 

identity of these areas in general, composing their "agricultural cultural heritage". These are cultural 

elements such as music, dances and other customs. Often, these cultural elements are disseminated from 

the lowlands to the highlands and vice versa and are "mixed" with other cultural elements in the areas 

where transhumance is performed. 

Almost all transhumance farms are kept from generation to generation, so the culture of transhumance 

is also transmitted. Given the multifunctional roles of sheep and goat transhumance (cultural, 

environmental, socio-economic, high-quality products), we firmly believe that integrating it as an intangible 

cultural heritage into UNESCO's catalogs will be highly beneficial in maintaining and developing all the 

benefits that occur from its practice. 

For the Network of Transhumant Livestock Breeders 

Athanasios Ragkos 

Researcher - Secretary General 



'Evwari ME"taKlvouµevwv Ktrivotpocpwv Hndpou 

IWClVVlVU 

www.emkh.gr 

Tl"JA. 26513 11476 

metakinoymenoi@gmail.com 

lwavvtva, 22 Mapti.ou 2018 

0tµa: "Ynoar11pt~ll tile; lvta~llc; tile; µE"CaKtvouµEvllc; myonpol3aTotpo4>iac; arouc; 
KUTM.Oyouc; Tile; UNESCO" 

H 'Evwori MEtaKLvouµEvwv Ktrivotp6q>wv HnEi.pou EKnpoowrcEi. 320 µEtaKLvouµEvouc; 

myorcpol3motp64>ouc; arc6 oAOKAl)Pll tl)V 'HnEtpo. H EMKH rcaptxn urcriprniEc; ota µEA.I) tl)c; 

µE KUPLO ot6xo tl)V rcpoornoi.a Km tl)v ava6et~'1 tric; µETaKtvouµEvric; myorcpol3amrpo<j>i.ac;. 

Ev6m<!>ipEtat yta Tl)V rcpo<rraola wu rcapaoootaKou xapaKT11pa tl)c;, TI) 6mx1::i.plOI) rnu 

TTEpLl3aAAOVt0<; KUL TOU tOTTLOU, tl)V UVClOEL~ll TWV OUVlleELWV TTOU OUVOEOVTUL µE ClUt'l, TllV 

npo13oM twv npoi:6vtwv tl)c;. H EMKH EXEL ouµµEtaaxn 6m EKnpoownwv tile; OE 

EvrJµEpWTLKE<; 1iµEpi.6Ec; KUL oµLA.i.Ec; oXEtlKE<; µE TllV TCOAltlotlKll KAl'jpovoµta KUL TllV UNESCO. 

EmnMov, OlatfjpEi. OUVEpyaoiEc; µE q,opEi.c; tOU E~WtEplKOU KUL OUVEpya~ETUl µE 

Emor11µovEc; Km KtllVOtp6q>ouc; oE 61'.ri triv Eupwnri. 

ME xapa TCA.r]poq>op11811KaµE nc; KlVllOEl<; VlU EvtU~rJ tl)c; µEtaKLVOUµEVl"Jc; 

myorcpoj3motpoq,i.ac; we; noAmortKll<; Kll.11povoµtac; 111c; UNESCO Km ea etll.aµE va 

EKct,paoouµE tnv an6ll.utn otripl~ri µac: oE 61'.a ta <rra6m tric; 6ta6tKaoiac; Eyypa<t>11c;. 

nt<rrEUouµE UKpa6avta nwc; ll E~EAL~ll OUTll ea w<t>EMOEl ·u1v µETUKLVOUµEVr) 

myonpol3at0Tpoq,i.a ouvoA.tKa, [3EAnwvovtac; tr)v avayvwptmµ6trita tric; orriv Kotvwvi.a Km 

!31::ll.nwvovtac; tr) 13twotµ6trita tr)c;. 

lwavvric; LlEKOArJc; 



Union of Transhumant Livestock Breeders of Epirus 

loannina 

www.emkh.gr 

Tel. 26513 11476 

metakinoymenoi@gmail.com 

loannina, 22 March 2018 

About: "Support to the inscription of sheep and goat transhumance to UNESCO" 

The Union of Transhumant Livestock Breeders of Epirus represents 320 transhumant 

sheep and goat farmers from all over Epirus. EMKH provides services to its members with 

the main objective of protecting and promoting the sheep and goat transhumance. It is 

concerned with the protection of its traditional character, the management of the 

environment and the landscape, the development of the cultural features associated with it, 

the promotion of its products. EMKH has participated, through its representatives, in 

information Conferences and seminars about cultural heritage and UNESCO. In addition, it 

maintains partnerships with agencies at the international level and collaborates with 

scientists and breeders throughout Europe. 

We were delighted when we were informed about the efforts to inscribe sheep and goat 

transhumance as cultural heritage within UNESCO and we would like to express our absolute 

support at all stages of the registration process. We firmly believe that this development will 

benefit the sheep and goat transhumance as a whole, thus improving its recognition in 

society and improving its viability. 

loannis Dekolis 

President 



Eiµm µctaKLVOUµEvoc; KHJVOTp6cpoc; arr6 VEVlct OE VEVlct. H OlKOVEVEUi µou µnaKLVELTUl 

mivw arr6 100 XtAt6µnpa yta va rraEL arr6 TO XELµa6t6 m:a opELv6.. H Km:aywy~ µac; Eivm 

arr6 rnavw KaL OAf) ri OlKOYEVEla ElVaL TCOAU xapouµEVfl KO.SE <lVOl~ll TCOU ~EKtvaµE va 

Emm:pEq>ouµE m:o xwpt6. 'Exw avCXAa(3EL Ta ~wa Ta ~wa TOU n:mipa µou, TCAEOV Eyw dµm 0 

apx11y6c; Km txw rco>.Aa axi6ta yta TO µt>.Aov. notµ6.~oµm va rraVTpw1w Km et>.w va 

Kpm~ow rn ~wa aJJ...a. Km va µEyaAwow TO Komi6L. Na K6.vw Kan KCXA6 yta 111v oLKoyivEta 

µou KaL va mMow iva KCXA6 Korra6t ma n:m6ta µou. Na Ka.vw au16 rcou EKavav Km ot 

rcarcn:ou6Ec; µou yta 1a nm6t6. TOuc;. 

'Exw aKOUOEL 6t6.qiopa yta 111v rroAmOTtK~ KArJpovoµui Kat TrJV UNESCO. Eivm Kan rcou 

0a EKq>pa.oEL 6>.11 u1v napa.60011 nou Kou(3CXA6.Et rn rn6.yyEAµ6. µac;. Xopoi, 1payou6ta, 

rcopEta µEe; mo (3ouv6. To wpt rcou Eq>na)(VE I) ytayta.. Km EYW Km 6>.ot µac; 0iAouµE va 

µci0Et o K6oµoc; rrEptoo61Epa yta 111 ~w~ µac; o~µEpa, va ~Epouv rcwc; aK6µa un:apxouµE Km 

Epx6µam:E E6w KCI9E KCXAOKClLPL, (3yci~ouµE yaAa, n:~~ouµE TU pi, KavouµE rrav11yupta 6n:wc; Ol 

n:p6yovoi. µa<;. Eiµm 6ta9fotµoc; va (3ori9~ow oE au-r~ -rriv n:poorca9Eta. 

Apyup11c; Mn:aipaKTap11c; 

MHUKLVOUµEvoc; KTflVOTp6cpoc; 



22 October 2021 

I have been a transhumant breeder from generation to generation. My fami1y moves .ave· 

100 km to go from the lowland to the mountains. Our origin is from the mountain and tne 

whole family is very happy every spring when we start to return to our village. I have taken 

over my father's flock, and now I am the head of the farm and I have many plans for the 

future. I'm preparing to get married and I want to keep the animals and enlarge the flock. To 

do something good for my family and leave a good flock to my children. To do what my 

grandparents did for their children. 

I have heard a lot about cultural heritage and UNESCO. It is something that will express 

the whole tradition of our profession. Dances, songs, paths and walks in the mountain. My 

grandmother making cheese. And I and all of us want the world to learn more about our 

lives today, to know that we still exist and come here every summer, we produce milk, we 

make cheese, we organize festivals like our ancestors. I am available to help in this effort. 

Transhumant farmer 



Twpa, CJUJ OUCH] UJ<; oouAnac; µou, mo0avoµm mo ETOLµoc; an:6 ITOTE va Porie~ow va yi.vEL 

Kan KCXA6 yta rn rnayyEAµa µou. Eiµm µETaKLvouµEvoc; Ku1vo,p64>oc; an:6 ,61E n:ou 

yEvvri011Ka. Mou apfoouv m KOLVa, aaxoM8rJKa µEnc; ayponKE<; opyavwoELc;, ouµµETEixa 

OE ouvav-rriow;, aywvEc; KaL an:oq>aoELc; yta n:oMa XPOVLO'.. Twpa TEA.Eurnia, 0 yLOc; µou EXEL 

avaAaPEL Ta <wa, aMa Ei.µm n:av-ra EKEl KaL EVW, yLmi. ayan:aw U) OOUAEL<l µou. 

Kamy6µaotE arr6 n1v Ano,riMrna lwavvivwv Km TO xaµwva KmEl3ai.vou mo KaAaµaKL 

AapLoac;. Elvm µta 6ta6poµri nou Eivm OArJ µou rJ <wri. naALOTEpa µE rn n:66m, oriµEpa µE TO 

cj>opu,v6, rJ 6m6poµri µn:opEi va EXEL aMa~EL KaL va El.Val mo EUKOArJ, aMa OEV ea 

maµa,rioEL n:o,t. O ywc; µou ayanaEL au16 n:ou Kavou µE. 'On:wc; Km 6AoL oL ouva6EAq>oL nou 

K<lVOUV TO i6LO µE EµEva. 

Itripi~w µE OAEc; µou nc; cSuvaµELc; au,ri ,riv rrpoomi8ELa n:ou yivETm yta 111v iv-ra(17 m17v 

UNESCO Km 0iAw, av cSwoEL o 0E6c;, va ep8ouµE mo KOVTa OE rna<t>ri µE TOuc; ouva6EA.q>ouc; 

an:6 illEc; xwpEc;, va yvwpLmouµE Km va µac; yvwptoouv. 

METaKLVOuµEvoc; KU)VOTp6cj>oc; 



Now. at the dawn of my work, I feel more ready than ever to help make something good 

for my profession. I have been a transhumant farmer since I was born. I like the commons, I 

have been involved with farmers organizations, I have participated to meetings, struggles 

and decisions for many years. Now, my son has taken over the flock, but I'm always there, 

too, because I love my job. 

We come from Aetomilitsa, loannina, and in winter we go to Kalamaki, Larissa. This 

journey is my whole life. In the past on foot, now with trucks, the route may have changes:· 

and been made easier, but it will never stop. My son loves what we do. Like all colleagues 

who do the same as me. 

I support with all my efforts this endeavor to join UNESCO and t want, if God allows, to 

get closer to our colleagues from other countries, to get to know them and them to get to 

know us. 

Michalis Tziotzios 

Transhumant farmer 



tip. BamAtK~ Ao.yKa 

lltm:EAfoaoa Ka911v~rpta ATEI 0wonAoviKllc; 

0EOOQAOVlKI'], 25 OKrwj3pwu 2021 

0tµa: «£vt«~ll Tile; µn«KlVOUµEV'lc; myonpof3motpocp(ac; we; ciuA11c; noAltlCJTlK~<; 

KAripovoµuic;» 

Km:ayoµm an6 OLKOYEVElO µHOKLVOUµEVWV npo~mmp6q,wv KL EXW aµrna j3Lwµma yupw 

an6 1:r1 AELTOupyia ClUTOU TOU OUOTl)µmoc;. AKOAOU0WVTO<; TO KOTTa6L OTTO TO XELµa6L6 

(nEplOXI) /\aploac; - 0EOoaAia) OTO opELVCl (nEplOXI) fpEj3EVWV, tiunKI) MaKE6ovia) VlO 10-15 

riµepE<; Km ym µLO an60Taori nEplnou 150-200xAµ µexpt TrJV rJALKia twv 12 nwv, Ol µvl)µEc; 

Eivm OK6µa l6LOiTEpa ~WVTOVE<;. ITO µuaA6 µou EPXOVTOL ouxva Ol 6µopq>E<; OTlyµec; nou 

E~rJOO Kata TrJ 6LUPKElCl TrJ<; µEtaKivrioric; ~EXVWVTO<; nc; aaxnµLE<; nou npoq,avwc; unnpxav, 

l6LaitEpa 6tav £13PEXE KOL µac; OTEPOUOE TO ITOLXVLOL. 

H aµwri rnaq,11 µou µE Trl AELTOupyia TOU OUOTl)µatoc; npoOOlOPlOE Otl'l OUVEXELO KOL nc; 

rnLAoytc; OTt<; onou6t c; µou. 'Etal, µna nc; j3aoLKE<; onouotc; OTrJ f°Ewnovia, oL µnamuxLaKec; 

µou onou6lc; (Master, PhD) aq,opouv aµwa tri µnaKLvouµEvll 0Lyonpol3mmpo4>ta. naVTa 

ITLOTEUO KUL JUOTEUW omriv 1IOAUAElTOUPVlKOTrJTO TOU OUotl)µatoc; autou KOL 6i\o µou TO 

EpEuvrinK6 ipyo nEplOTpe<t>nOL yupw an6 111 AELTOupyia KOL avaon~11 au111c; Tile; 

1IOAUAEltOUPYlKOT11ta<;. lfaaitEpa 11 TEPClOTlO TTOAlTLOTLKI) KArJpovoµta nou 11KOUj3ClAUEL11 auto 

TO OUOTllµa 6EV npfoEL va xa0Ei KOL YL' auto ri EVTCl~I) TOU WE OTOLXELO UUAI")<; TTOALTlOTLKI)<; 

KAr1PovoµLa<; OTO ni\aiow tric; UNESCO 0Ewpw 6n 0a ouµj3ciAEL OTl")V ava~woy6vriori KOL 

6tm11prio11 tou, naptxoVTac; µLO OUVEXELCl TI")<; ITOAlUOTLKI)<; taUTOTl")ta<; otl<; VEOtEpE<; YEVlE<;. 

ME EKTLµrJO'l 

BaOLAlKI) /\ayKO 

Ka011y11Tpta ATEI 0 EOOOAOVLKl')c; 



Jr. Vasiliki Lagka 
Former Professor in ATEI ofThessaloniki 

- hessaloniki. 25 October 2021 

About the inscription of sheep and goat transhumance in UNESCO 

I come from a family of transhumant sheep farmers and I have own experience about tne 

vperanon of this system. Following the flock from Larissa, Thessaly to the mountains 

{Grevena, West Macedonia) for 10-15 days and for a distance of approximately 150-200 km 

until the age of 12, the memories are still very vivid. The beautiful moments I experienced 

during this journey often return to my mind, and I forget the bad things that obviously 

existed, especially when it rained and we had to stop playing. 

My direct contact with the operation of the system identified my choices for my studies. 

Thus, after basic studies in Agriculture, my postgraduate studies (Master, PhD) concern 

directly sheep and goat transhumance. I have always believed and still believe in the 

multifunctionality of this system, and all my research concerns the operation and 

development of this multifunctionality. In particular, the enormous cultural heritage that 

this system "carries" must not be lost and therefore its inscription as an element of 

intangible cultural heritage within UNESCO's lists is something that will contribute to its 

revitalization and preservation by providing for the continuation of its cultural identity to the 

following generations. 

Vasiliki Lagka 


