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Declaration of Consent 

We, the Internationa l Confederation of Midwives, hereby give ou r free, prior and info rmed consent to 

the nomination of "M idw ifery: knowledge, sk il ls and practices" for th e UNESCO Representat ive List of 

the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Hum an ity. 

Th e Internationa l Confederation of Midwives represents over a million midwives through its 143 

Member Associations in 124 co untries across the wor ld. ICM was founded in 1922, and for the past 100 

years has su pported and promoted th e role of midwives through leaders hi p, education, standard 

setting, policies, pos ition stateme nts, advocacy, and co llaboration with our M ember Associations and 

other stakeholders and partners. We developed the Professional Framework for Midwifery w hich sets 

out the essent ial elements of midwifery to be in place in each country in cluding th e Midwifery 

Phi losophy, Essentia l Competencies for Midwifery Practice, Midwifery Education, Midwifery Regulation, 

Midw ives' Associations, Midwife-Led Continuity of Care Mode l of Pract ice, Midwifery Leadership and 

Research Evidence. This framework represents midwifery as it exists today and outlines and safeguards 

the role and sco pe of practice of the midw ife, allowing th e transmission to futu re generat ions. 

Autonomous midwives work ing across their full scope of practice in midwife- led and cont inuity of care 

mode ls prevent comp li cat ions, save lives, imp rove outcomes, and increase women's satisfact ion with 

care . Th ey provide 87% of essential care for women and newborns and avert more than 50% of maternai 

deaths, stil lbi rths, and neonata l deaths. Th ro ughout the wor ld midwifery has been practised for 

centur ies and has features that have evo lved differently according t o loca l or regional cultural and social 

t rad itio ns and knowledge. However, the philosophy of midwifery care is based on the et hi ca l prin ciples 

of justice, equity and respect for human dignity and recognises that that pregnancy and childbearing are 

usually norma l physiolog ical processes and profound life experiences carrying signifi cant cultura l 

mean ing to women, families, and commun it ies. Therefore, we strong ly support midwives who safeguard 

t heir know ledge, skills and pract ices, and espec iall y the nomination for the UNESCO Representative List . 

Vaurs Sincerely 

Sally Pai rman 

Chief Executive 
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