National List
Of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Of the Republic of
Iraq for 2014 and Updating through the years 2017,
2019 after adding a number of the elements to the List

No Name of an element Category of an element / ICH
domain
1 | Nowrouz Social practices, rituals and festive events
2 | Khidr Elias Feast and its Vows Social practices, rituals and festive events
3 | Zachariah Day Celebration Social practices, rituals and festive events
4 | The Provision of Services and Social practices, rituals and festive events
Hospitality during the Arba'in
Visitation
5 | Al- Muhaibis Game Social practices, rituals and festive events
6 | Murabba'at Songs Oral Traditions and Expressions, including
language as a vehicle of the intangible
cultural heritage
7 | The Palm Tree: Knowledge, Skills, | Social practices, rituals and festive events
Traditions and Practices
8 | Al- Mudheef Skills related to traditional craftsmanship
9 | Al- Dabkka Performing arts
10 | Al- Chobby Dance Performing arts
11 | Al-Ata‘aba Oral Traditions and Expressions, including

language as a vehicle of the intangible
cultural heritage




12

Al-Abothia

Oral Traditions and Expressions,
including language as a vehicle of the
intangible cultural heritage

13, Traditional Craft Skills and:Arts.of | Skills related to traditional craftsmanship
Al-Naoor Industry
14 | Al-Baptizing Social practices , rituals and festive events
15 | Prophet's Birthday Celebrations Social practices, rituals and festive events
16 | Manna Candy Industry Skills related to traditional craftsmanship
17 | Al-Mutanabi Street Visitation Social practices, rituals and festive events
18 | Men and Women Abaya Skills related to traditional craftsmanship
19 | Arabian Coffee Social practices, rituals and festive events
20 | Art of Crafting and Playing Skills related to traditional craftsmanship
O'ud
21 | Art Crafting of Al-Mashhoof Skills related to traditional craftsmanship
22 | Al-Ahazeeg Oral Traditions and expressions, including
language as a vehicle of the intangible
cultural heritage
23 | Al-Tuf Al-Husseini Theater Performing Arts
24 | Ashura'a Broth Social practices, rituals and festive events



s_martin-siegfried
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25

Al-Daheena Sweet

Skills related to traditional craftsmanship

26

Arabic Calligraphy: Skills,
Knowledge and Practices

Skills related to traditional craftsmanship

27

Skills, Arts and Practices
associated with engraving on
metals : ( Gold, Silver and
Copper)

Skills related to traditional craftsmanship
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Inventory Card of the ICH Element

1- Name of the element:

Traditional Craft Skills and Arts of Al-Naoor Industry

2- Regulations number and date of registration of the

element:

On June 5, 2018, the element was listed according to sequence (13) in the
National List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Republic of Iraq
for 2014 and Updating through the years 2017, 2019 after adding a
number of the elements to the List.

3- Category and sub-category of the element:

X Oral traditions and expressions, including language, as a vehicle
of intangible cultural heritage.

Xl Traditional craftsmanship.

Xl Social practices, rituals and festive events .

Xl Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe.

4- Names of the communities, groups, and individuals

concerned:

The element is practiced by the majority of the residents of the Upper
Euphrates communities in Al- Anbar Governorate, in western of Iraq, and

in particular Heet, Haditha, Anah, Rawa, Al-Baghdadi and Al- Qa'im



districts, despite the multiplicity of religious denominations and cultural

diversity of the inhabitants of those areas.

5- The geographical location of the element:

Traditional craft skills, arts and practices related to Al-Naoor industry are spread in
the areas of the upper Euphrates in Al-Anbar governorate, western of Iraq, and begin
specifically from Heet district, which is located to west of Anbar Governorate, to the
north of the city of Ramadi, a distance of 60 km, and away from the capital Baghdad
about 170 km, and in Al-Baghdadi district to the north of Heet district, a distance of
40km, and in Haditha district, away from Baghdad about 250km. The community of
Anah, located 318 km to the north of Baghdad, is also one of the communities that
practice the element, too. This is in addition to Rawa district, away from Baghdad 320

km, as well as Al-Qa’im distric, 400 km northwest of Baghdad.

6- Description of the element:

The traditional craft skills and arts of Al-Naoor industry are those arts
discovered by the people of the Upper Euphrates regions concerned with
the establishment of a wooden circular wheel similar to the pinwheel in
its movement, which was named by the concerned local groups (Al-
Naoor), installed vertically on the tracks of the streams of the Euphrates
River, which is characterized by a drop in the levels of its water from the
population lands adjacent to it by about 12 meters, that made the
residents of those regions to devise an effective way to raise the river's
water to their areas of residence in order to meet their necessary needs
from the water of the Euphrates, which is the only irrigation source that

passes through these areas.

This wheel, whose diameter ranges between (8-12m), rotates by
water waves energy. In the middle of the circle, there are (24) wooden



columns exclusively made from mulberry and willow trees, which are
distinguished by their durability, solidity, and resistance to climatic
influences and environmental challenges, in addition to that, they have
the ability to continue work without stopping for dozens of years. A group
of ( 24) clay pots or jugs, locally called (Algoog), are placed on the outer
circumference of each single wheel after joined them by ropes made from
leaves of palm fronds and their fibers called( Al-Sharijah and Rabta).

The wheel of Al-Naoor is based on two strong stone pedestals called
'Al-Naoor House' made from natural rocks and limestone materials found
in the same region.

While the wheel is rotating around its axis, the crockery attached to
the bottom of the wheel carries a load of water raised to the top of the
wheel, so that its load is poured consecutively one after the other in the
waterways leading to the fields.

Al-Naoor construction lasts about (20-30) days and achieved by the
whole communities concerned, including artisans carpenters, pottery
makers, builders, peasants, orchards owners, the youths and even the
children of the areas related. The women also effectively participate
through supplying the ropes, blades that bind some parts of Al-Naoor, as
well as preparing the daily meals for all participators during the
construction period. The day of Al-Naoor monument and the beginning of
its operation is associated with effective celebration activities, involving
reciting traditional poems and songs as well as dancing a folk dance
named "Choaby" performed by both genders.

Lately, people could employ the energy of Al-Naoor circular motion
to generate sustainable electricity that used to lightining the nearby
areas. This energy is also used to grind cereal crops like (wheat and
barley) to produce the flour needed by the people of those areas.



7- The bearers and pfactitioners of the element:

- Artisan carpenters and pottery makers .

- Volunteers of young artisans .

- farmers and owners of orchards and agricultural land.
- Professional construction workers.
-Writers, authors, poerts, and artists .
-Various media.
- Research and study centers and civil society organizations.
- Drivers and vehicle owners.
-Educators .

- ICH experts, academics, and researchers.

- Women and Children.

8- Level of the element’s viability:

Xl Very high
U High

Ll Average
O Low

L Very low



9- Are there any threats to the viability
of the element and need for its urgent safeguarding?

X No

Yes (if yes, please explain).

10- Availability of photo, audio and video materials

& Photo
X video

11- Responsible entity, state agency, institution

The Cultural Relations Directorate / Ministry of Culture, Tourism &

Antiquities.
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To/ The Committee of the Intangible Cultural Heritage- UNESCO

Sub./ Approval Document

Best greeting...

In accordance with Articles (11,12) of the 2003 Convention for
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, the
Cultural Relations Directorate under the Ministry of Culture,
Tourism and Antiquities, hereby certifies that the element of
the (Traditional Craft Skills and Arts of Al-Naoor Industry) is
included in the annexed National List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of the Republic of Iraq under No. ( 13).

This List has been prepared with an extensive participation of
the concerned community members, groups of both public and
private sectors and the representatives of the relevant NGOs.

The Cultural Relations Directorate will keep conducting the work on
future updating and managing the mentioned National List.

Please, accept our respect and appreciation

Aut
Minister of Cu 2, Tourism & Antiquities
,:; / 2020

www.crd.gov.iq  e-mail: dg@crd.goviq  Mob:+964-7901247508 i<yl & A -y gealall - Sy
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