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Overview of 2018 Shenzhen

Design Week

The 2018 Shenzhen Design Week (SZDW) was held
from April 20 to April 30, 2018.

With the theme of “Possibilities of Design”, the
2018 SZDW had two main venues: the Shenzhen
Museum of Contemporary Art and Museum of
Urban Planning as well as the Design Society | Sea
World Culture and Arts Center. It included various
design activities such as the Theme Exhibition, the
AGI China Exhibition and the Design Exhibition of
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.
The two main venues had about 150,000 visitors
during the SZDW, with more than 10,000 of them
visiting the Shenzhen Museum of Contemporary Art

and Museum of Urban Planning on the last day.

As an annual design feast, the SZDW has become

a name card for Shenzhen’ s city culture. The
activities included but were not limited to forums,
workshops, exhibitions, awarding ceremonies,

live performances, interactive installations and
catwalk shows. A total of more than 1,000 designers
from 25 countries and regions participated in the
exhibitions and meetings, bringing more than 2,500
representative design works. There were a total of

54 organizers for the activities.

Italy was the “guest of honor” of the 2018 SZDW,
with April 22 as the Italian Day. A lot of Italian

designers and design works were involved in related

exhibitions.

The 2018 SZDW was no longer a design event only
for display and communication, but emphasized

the interrelationship and influence between design
and industry, as well as design and social life. The
ultimate goal of crossing disciplines and borders
was to introduce world-class designers and design
works to Shenzhen, and make more people aware of
Shenzhen’ s design, so as to create the “Shenzhen
Design” brand. At the same time, it also enhanced
the public’ s cognitive ability to design, so that

design can truly integrate into life and change life.

A& 2 #iRE2018
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“Possibilities of Design”
Theme Exhibition
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This was an exhibition starting from a pair of
chopsticks. Based on the clues of “possibility of
changing the habits, possibility of changing the
thoughts, possibility of changing the situation,
possibility of changing the needs, possibility of
changing the conflict, possibility of changing the
business, possibility of changing the production,
possibility of changing the conclusion and possibility
of changing the inheritance”, the exhibition told 15

stories.
An Interactive Installation Popular Online

At the entrance to the exhibition, there was an

installation that should not be missed. It realized the

individualized expression of “Possibilities of Design”:

Each individual could become a possibility.

This interactive installation became popular

online. Its idea came from the organizing

committee of the SZDW and a team named

“another design” who designed the main image
of the SZDW. It was also an extension of the main
image of the 2018 SZDW.

The “Blackest” Zen

Japanese designer Eisuke Tachikawa brought his work
“Zenblack Garden” specially created for the 2018
Shenzhen Design Week Theme Exhibition, which was

also the work’ s global debut.

The “Zenblack Garden” integrated a courtyard

of carbon strips with the concept of ZENBLACK to
present a Japanese “dry landscape” dated back to
1,200 years ago, trying to make this kind of black color
go beyond time and space to simulate the religious

spirit and art awareness of “Zen”.

N iJ
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Guests from Afar

Design Without Borders Uganda is a Norwegian design
consultancy based in Uganda. Its projects displayed at the

SZDW included “Ajumani Design Challenge”, “AKI Financial
Knowledge Suite”, “3WM Agricultural Cart”, “Twogere the
Family Planning and Reproductive Health Tool” and “Active
Teaching and Learning Tools” , involving the application of design

in the fields of health, education, agriculture and more.

Both Ugandan girl Faith Anne Acam and Thomas Flygenring from
Norway worked and lived in Uganda in eastern Africa. The two
designers went to the 2018 SZDW, and Acam became the first
person with a Ugandan passport to enter China’ s mainland

through Shenzhen.
Child-friendly Exhibition

At the Theme Exhibition, there was an area where many children
submerged themselves. The participation by children made the
audience of the 2018 SZDW more diversified.

The project of “Possibilities for Children to Participate in Design”
attempted to awaken more “child-friendly” design awareness
from the perspective of design, embody the beautiful city’ s future,

and inject momentum into Shenzhen’ s sustainable development.
Irregular Interactive Art

Architextonic was an interactive video installation from the
Interactive Media Arts at NYU Shanghai. The work consisted of two
projections, one of which showed the transition of glass, metal
and other architectural structures, while the other captured the
audience’ s body in real time and reorganized it into geometric
figures. The artist, Sean Clute, blended the two to explore the

human body in the context of contemporary architecture.

The audience on the site seemed to be very interested in this

work and found a different self from it.

/15
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40 Years’
Chinese
Design

“No Doubt: 40 Years” Chinese Design”, a special forum to
commemorate the 40th anniversary of China’ s reform and opening-
up, was held at the Shenzhen Museum of Contemporary Art and
Museum of Urban Planning on April 22, 2018. As a significant forum
during the 2018 SZDW, it aimed to make use of the opportunity
and platform of the design week to review China’ s past reform
process, make a simple summary, and solidify the thoughts for future

development.

In addition to the topic, the speakers themselves were also highlights
of the forum. The two keynote speakers, Wang Min and He Renke,
and the guests who participated in the thematic discussion were
witnesses or managers of China’ s design history. They used

their personal experience to vividly display and review the gains

and losses, development and progress, as well as future and

opportunities of “Chinese Design”.

A& 2 #iRE2018
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AGI China
Exhibition

With the joint efforts of the Organizing Committee of the
SZDW and AGI China, the AGI China Exhibition became a
special exhibition unit in the 2018 SZDW.

The AGI China Exhibition was jointly curated by four
famous designers, Han Jiaying, Wang Xu, Li Yongquan and
Jiang Hua. With the theme cluesof “Up and Down, East
and West; Domestic and Foreign, Ancient and Modern;
Front and Rear, Left and Right; South and North, Large and
Small”, the exhibition gathered a group of internationally
influential Chinese graphic designers, selected the classic
works by AGl China’s members indifferent eras, and
collected the most influential design events and casesin
Hong Kong, Shenzhen, Beijing and so on, in a bid to present
a unique perspective of the rich and diverse development
of modern Chinese graphic design. The classic designs by
these typical Chinese designers reflected the professional
development of Chinese graphic design and its profound

impact on Chinese society’ s aesthetics and daily life.
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