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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
CONCERNING THE IMPOSITION OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS
ON CATEGORIES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL

AND

ECCLESIASTICAL ETHNOLOGICAL MATERIAL

OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Republic of

Bulgaria;
Acting pursuant to the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting
and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property,

to which both countries are States Party; and

Desiring to reduce the incentive for pillage of irreplaceable archaeological and

cthnological material representing Bulgaria’s rich cultural heritage;

Have agreed as follows:
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ARTICLE I

1. The Government of the United States of America, in accordance with its
legislation entitled the Convention on Cultural Property Implementation Act, shall restrict
the importation into the United States of (1) archaeological material ranging in date from
7500 B.C. to approximately 1750 A.D. including categories of stone, metal, ceramic,
bone, ivory, other organics, wood, glass, faience, paintings and mosaics, and (2)
ecclesiastical ethnological material ranging in date from 681 A.D. to approximately 1750
A.D. including categories of stone, metal, bone, ivory, textiles, wood, glass, parchment,
painting, mosaics, and other material identified on a list to be promulgated by the United
States Government (hereinafter referred to as the Designated List), unless the
Government of the Republic of Bulgaria issues a license which certifies that such

exportation was not in violation of its laws.
2. The Government of the United States of America shall offer for return to the
Government of the Republic of Bulgaria any material on the Designated List forfeited to

the Government of the United States of America.

= Such import restrictions shall become effective on the date the Designated List is

published by the Department of Homeland Security in the U.S. Federal Register, the

official United States Government publication providing fair public notice.

ARTICLE I

1. The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the
Republic of Bulgaria shall seek to publicize this Memorandum of Understanding and the
reasons for it, through various means available including social media.

2. The Government of the United States of America shall use its best efforts to
facilitate technical assistance to Bulgaria on the subjects of site security, cultural resource
management, prevention of looting at museums and other institutions, and prevention of

smuggling, as appropriate under existing programs in the public and/or private sectors.
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3. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall continue its efforts to identify
and register cultural property, with particular attention to the ethnological materials in the
stewardship of the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria and other registered religious groups, as
a means of increasiﬁg the protection against pillage and facilitating the recovery of stolen
objects.

iy The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall use its best efforts to
document, track, and publicize incidents of theft and looting, and promptly report them to
national and international authorities.

5. Regarding export permits, the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall

(1) gather and track statistics on the number of such permits requested and issued for both
temporary and permanent export of cultural property pursuant to existing laws and
regulations; and (2) ensure that the process of applying for such permits of export and
temporary export is accessible and clear.

6. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall expand its educational and
outreach initiatives in support of the importance of protecting and preserving the cultural
heritage of Bulgaria into schools and to the general public. Noting that Bulgaria’s
museums are well-placed to undertake these initiatives, the Government of the United
States of America shall use its best efforts to facilitate training in museum education to
Bulgaria, as appropriate under existing programs in the public and/or private sectors.

7. Both Governments agree that, in order for United States’ import restrictions to be
successful in deterring pillage, the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall
strengthen enforcement of its own cultural heritage protection laws, aiming: (1) to
increase the overall number of prosecutions; (2) to hand out meaningful sentences or
punishments; and (3) to put into effect and implement the necessary administrative and
punitive measures against the unauthorized use of metal detectors in archaeological
reserves and other areas known to contain cultural assets.

8. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall use its best efforts to
encourage its museums to lend archaeological and ethnological materials of the types
covered by this Memorandum of Understanding to U.S. museums and institutions for the
exhibitions and for other scholarly or cultural initiatives, for the maximum time currently

allowed under Bulgarian law.
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ARTICLE III

The obligations of both Governments and the activities carried out under this
Memorandum of Understanding shall be subject to the laws and regulations of each

Government, as applicable, including the availability of funds.
ARTICLE IV

1. This Memorandum of Understanding shall enter into force upon signature. It

shall remain in force for a period of five years, unless extended.

2. This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended through an exchange of

diplomatic notes.

3. The effectiveness of this Memorandum of Understanding shall be subject to
review in order to determine, before the expiration of the five-year period of this

Memorandum of Understanding, whether it should be extended.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective

Governments, have signed the present Memorandum of Understanding.

DONE at Sofia, this 14th day of January, 2014, in duplicate, in the English and Bulgarian

languages, both texts being equally authentic.

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: THE/REP BLIC OF BULGARIA:
| |
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MEMOPAHAYM
3A PABBUPATEJICTBO MEXIY
IIPABUTEJICTBOTO HA PEIIYBJIMKA BBJITAPUSI
)i |
IMPABUTEJICTBOTO HA CbEJMHEHUTE AMEPUKAHCKH IIATHA
OTHOCHO HAJIATAHETO HA OTPAHUYEHUS
BbPXY BHOCA HA KATEI'OPUHU
APXEOJIOTHYECKH
15|
OBbPKOBHO-ETHOJIOXKKU MATEPHAJIN
OT PEIIYBJIMKA BbJII'APUASL

IIpaBurencTeoto Ha Penybnuka Bwirapus u [IpaBurenctBoro Ha CheauHEHNUTEe aMEPHKAHCKU
1aTu;

HeiictBaliku B cvoTBeTcTBUE ¢ KonBeHumsta Ha KOHECKO ot 1970 rognHa OTHOCHO MEpKUTE
3a 3abpaHa W NpeJOTBpaTsABaHe Ha HE3aKOHEH BHOC, W3HOC M MPEXBBPJISIHE Ha MPaBOTO Ha
COOCTBEHOCT Ha KyJITYpPHHU LIEHHOCTH, MO KOATO JBETE AbPXKABU Ca CTPAHU; U
BOJICHHM OT XKEJTAaHMETO CH JIa HaManaT noabyaure 3a orpabBaHe Ha HE3aMEHMUMH apXEOJIOTHYECKHU U

€THOJIOXKKHU MaTepHuanu, npejcraBsaili doratoto KYJITYPHO HaclicACTBO HA B’I::J'Il"apI/Iﬂ;

ce crnopasymsxa 3a ClIeaHOTO:
Ynen I

1. [IpaButencrBoro Ha CheauHEHUTE aMEPUKAHCKM MIaTH, B CHOTBETCTBHE CBC CBOETO
3aKOHOJATe/ICTBO, 03arjaBeHo 3akoH 3a npuiaraHe Ha KoHBeHuMsATa 3a KyNTYpHHTE LEHHOCTH,
orpaHuyaBa BHoca B CheIMHEHUTE ATU Ha 1) apxeonoruuecku marepuany, gatupaimu ot 7500
rojMHa np. H. €. g0 npubnusurenHo 1750 roauHa OT H.€., BKIIOUMUTEIHO KaTerOpHHU OT KaMBK,
MeTaJl, KepaMHKa, KOCT, CIOHOBa KOCT, APYTM OpraHMYHM MarepuaiH, JbpBO, CTBKJO, (asHC,
KapTHHU U MO3alKH U 2) LIbPKOBHO-ETHOJIOXKH MaTepHal, JaTHpally ot rnepuoja ot 681 roauna
OT H.e. 110 npubim3uTesiHo 1750 roauHa oT H.€., BKIIOYUTENIHO KaTerOpuM OT KaMbK, METall, KOCT,

CJIOHOBa KOCT, TEKCTHJ, OBPBO, CTBKJIO, IICPraMEHT, KapTHHH, MO3aiKu ApYyru marcpualiu,
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OMpeJieieHH B CIUCBK, KOWTO Hie 6bae obnapoaBaH OT MpaBUTENCTBOTO Ha CheJIMHEHUTE IIATH
(mo-mony Hapuuan «O60cobeH CUCHK»), OCBEH aKO MpaBUTENICTBOTO Ha Penmybnuka Boeiirapus He
M3/lajie paspeuleHHe, KOEeTO Ja yJOCTOBEpsBa, Ye TO3M M3HOC HE € B HapyllleHHe Ha HeHHHTe

3aKOHH.

2. IIpaButesnicteoto Ha CbheaMHEHHWTe aMEPUKAHCKM IIATH nNpejjiara 3a BpblUIAaHE Ha
npaBuUTENCTBOTO Ha Penybnuka bbiarapus BeskakBu Matepuanu oT OO00COOCHHS CIUCHK,

3aAbpKaHH OT MPAaBUTEICTBOTO Ha C’bCﬂHIICIiHTe aMEPHUKAHCKH IIaTH.

3. Takusa orpanuyeHuss BbpXY BHOCA BJIM3aT B Cula Ha jatata, Ha KosATto O6ocobeHusT
cnuchK Obje mybnaukyBaH ot JlenapTameHTa 3a BhTpeLIHATa CUTYPHOCT BbB DefiepaliHusi perucThbp
Ha CbheaMHEHNTe aMEPUKAHCKH WATH, OQHULMAIHO W3JaHHWe HA MPaBUTEICTBOTO Ha CheauHEHUTE

aMEPUKaHCKH IIATH, KOETO IIE OCUTYPH HEO0OXOMMOTO [IYGJII/I'-IHO JOCTOAHHE.

Ynen 11

1. [IpaBurenctBoro Ha PenyOnuka Bwarapus u  npaBureincTBoTO Ha CheIUHEHHUTE
AMEPMKAHCKM IIATH CE€ CTPEMAT Jia HampaBAT IMyOJIMYHO JOCTOsHME HacTosiua MemopaHaym 3a
pa3bMpaTencTBO U OCHOBAHUATA 3@ HEro 4pe3 pasjIMuyHM JOCTBIIHM CPEJCTBA, BKIIOYUTENHO Ype3

COLHAITHHUTE MCJIHH.

2 IIpaButencreoTo Ha CheIMHEHUTE aMEPUKAHCKU LATH M0Jara MakCUMalHK yCUlus, 3a Jia
OKa)Xke TeXHuYecKka Momol Ha bbarapus no BBOpPOCUTE Ha CHUTYPHOCTTa Ha oOOeKrure,
YNpaBJIEHHETO Ha KYITYPHHTE PECYPCH, NMpeJOTBPATABAaHETO Ha OrpaOBaHeTO Ha MY3€M WU JAPYrH
MHCTUTYLIMM U TIPeJOTBpaTsBaHe Ha KOHTpabaHjaTa, ChOOpa3HO ChUIECTBYBAIIMTE NMPOrpaMu B

o0111ecTBEHUS W/HMIIM YaCTHHS CEKTOp.

3. [IpaBurencrBoro Ha PenyOsuka bbarapus e nOpoAbIKM Ja rMojiara ycwids 3a
H,[LBHTI/IqJI/ILalaHe H PETUCTpHUpaHe Ha KYJITYPHH HEHHOCTH, KaTO E OTUCJIM CliellHalHO BHHMaHHE
Ha €THOJIOXKKHTC MaTCpHaJIM OO YIIPaBJICHHUETO Ha HpaBOCHaBH&Ta bpPKBA Ha B’bJ’!F&pI/IH H OpYrH
perucTpupaHy BepOM3IOBENaHMsA, KaTO CPEJICTBO 3a YBEJIMYaBaHE Ha 3all[UTaTa OT orpabBaHETO UM

U 3a yJieCHsiBaHE Ha BPBIIAHETO Ha OTKpalHaTH NPCIMETH.
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4. IIpaBuresncrBoro Ha Penybiuka bunrapus nonara MakCUManHM YCUIIMS 32 JOKYMEHTHPAHE,
npocieispade ¥ NyONMYHO pasriacsBaHe Ha ciyyau Ha Kpaxkba u orpaGeane M 3a He3a0aBHOTO

YBE/IOMABaHE Ha HATHOHAIHHUTE H MEXIYHAPOJHHUTE HHCTUTYLIMH 33 TOBA.

5. ITo oTHOmEHHe Ha paspelieHMATa 3a W3HOC NPABMTENCTBOTO Ha bwarapus: 1) cwubupa u
npociie/isBa CTATUCTHYECKU JaHHU 3a Opos Ha MOWUCKAHWTE paspellleHUs W U3JaJIeHWTE TaKuBa
KaKTO 3a BpPEMEHEH, Taka M 3a TIIOCTOSHEH M3HOC Ha KYJITYPHH LEHHOCTH CbIJIACHO
CBILIECTBYBAIUTE 3aKOHW H HOPMATHBHHU pasnopefdu M 2) rapaHThpa JOCTBIIHOCT M SCHOTA Ha

NpoLeca Ha KaH/IHJaTCTBaHE 3a MoJIyYaBaHEe Ha TaKWBa paspellieHHs 3a W3HOC H 3a BpEMEHECH H3HOC.

6. IIpaBurencreoro Ha Peny6nuka bbarapus pasumupssa o6xBara Ha CBOMTE 00pa30BaTE/IHU U
MH(QOPMAallMOHHM WHHUIMATUBM B IIOJIKpeNna Ha 3HA4YEeHHETO Ha 3alluTata M OMasBaHeTO Ha
KyJTYPHOTO Hac/leJCTBO Ha beparapus B yuunumiata M cpej IIMpokaTa obmiecrseHoct. Karo
otOenszBa, ye My3zeuTe Ha bbarapusi ca ocobeHO NOAXONSIM 3a MpeanpueMaHe Ha Te3H
MHUIMATHBH, NPAaBUTENCTBOTO Ha ChbeJMHCHUTE aMEPUKAHCKM IaTH 1oJjlara MaKCUMalHU YCUITHS
3a ynecHsBaHe Ha oOyuyeHuero no MyseiHo neno B bwirapus cboOpasHO CblecTBYBallMTE

MporpaMi B 00LIECTBEHUS U/MTH YaCTHHS CCKTOD.

7. I{BGT‘C IIpaBUTEIICTBA Ca CbhIIIaCHH, Y€ 3a Ja OnaaT YCIICIIHH OI'PaHHYEHHUATA 3a BHOC,
HanoxeHdn oOT CbeauHEHUTE aMEpHKaHCKHM IMaTH, ¢ L]l Bb3NHpPaHEe Ha orpaﬁBaHe'ro
[MpaBHUTCIICTBOTO Ha PGHY6J'IHK3 Bhnrapm 3aCH/IBa MpUIaraHeTo Ha CBOWUTE 3aKOHH B 3alllMTa Ha
KYITYPHOTO HacCJICACTBO C LI 1) yYBCIIH4YaBaHE Ha 001LMs 6p0]7[ Ha HaKasaTCIIHUTE IPECIICIBAHNA,
2) MPpON3HACAHE Ha CCI)CKTHBHH [PUCBIAX HIIM HajlaraHe Ha HaKasaHW:d, 3) BBBCIKIAHE M IIpHJIaraHe
Ha HeOoOXOIHUMHUTE AIMHWHHCTPATUBHH M HakKa3aTCIHKM MCPKHM CpPCINY HC3aKOHHOTO HM3MOJI3BaHE Ha
METAIOTBPCAa4YH B apXCOJIOTHYECKH pe3epBaTH W APYrd 30HH, 3a KOMTO € HU3BCCTHO, 4YC CbAbpXKAT

KYJITYPHY LIEHHOCTH.

8. ITpaBurencrBoro Ha PenyOauka bbiarapus nojara MakCUMallHA YCHIIMS 32 CTUMYJIMpaHE Ha
CBOWTE My3eH Jia IPEIOCTAaBAT BPEMEHHO Ha My3eH M MHCTUTYIMM Ha CheIMHEHUTE aMepPHKAHCKU
IATH, apXEeOoJIOTHYECKM W ETHOJIOKKM MaTepuald OT BUIOBeTe, OOXBaHaTM OT HACTOALUMS
Memopanaym 3a pa3buparencTso, 3a U310:k0H U Apyru o6pazoBaTeIHHU WX KYJITYPHH HHULIMATUBH

3a MaKCHUMaJIHO paspClleHUA NeprHod CbrlaCHO HACTOALIOTO 61>nrapcrco 3aKOHOATEIICTBO.
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Ymen ITT

3aJb/DKEHUATA HA JIBETE MPABUTEIICTBA U JEHHOCTUTE, OCHLIECTBSIBAHN CHITIACHO HACTOAIIMS
Memopanaym 3a pa3bupaTencTso, ca npejAMeT Ha 3aKOHUTE ¥ HOPMATUBHUTE pa3nopeddu Ha BCSIKO
OT MPaBMTENICTBATa, KAKTO Ca MPUJIOKUMHM, BKIIOUUTENHO MO OTHOLIEHWE HA HAJIMYUETO Ha

cpejcTBa.

Unen IV

1. Hactosamuar Memopaniym 3a pa36uparesicTBO BiIM3a B CUJIA CJIEH OANIMCBAHETO MY.

To#i ocTaBa B cuna 3a nepuoj orT neT roaMHyu, OCBEH aKO TO3U NMEPHUO HE (30 YIABIGKEH.

2 Hacroamusat Memopanaym 3a pa3buparesicTBo Moxke 1a Ob/ie NMPOMEHsH Ype3 pasMsHa Ha

JHIINTIOMATHYECKH HOTH.

3. EdextuBHocTra Ha Hacroswus MeMopanaym 3a pasOMpaTeiicTBO  IOMJICKH Ha
npepasriexzaHe, 3a Ja ce ONpeNe/y, Npeid U3TUYAHETO Ha NETrOAMIIHUA NIepHOJ Ha HaCTOSILHUA

Memopanaym 3a pazbuparescTBo, 1ainu TOH Ja 0bje yAbIKeH.

B IOTBBPXXAEHUE HA KOETO nonynoXnucaHuTe, HaUICKHO YITBJIHOMOILEHH 3a TOBA
MpeaAcTaBUTENIM Ha CBHOTBETHOTO CBOE€ IIPABHUTENICTBO, MNOANHMCaXa HACTOAIMA MeMOpaH,L[)J'M 3a

pa3bupaTescTBO.

CBLCTABEHO B Co¢us Ha To3u 14-Tn nen Ha snyapu 2014 roguna, B apa eaHooOpasHM

CK3EMILIApa Ha 6’]:J'll"apCI{H M Ha aHIIMHCKH €3WK, KaTO M JBaTa TEKCTa ca €AHAKBO aBTCHTHYHH.

3A TIPABUTEJICTBOTO HA 3A TIPABUTEJICTBOTO HA
PEH?F.TIP{KA BBJT'APHSA: CBEJUHEHUTE AMEPUKAHCKH IIIATH:
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