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Between the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt
And

the Government of the People’s Republic of China
For
Protection and Restitution of Stolen Cultural Property
Transferred Illicitly From Their Country of Origin

The Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Government of
the People’s Republic of China, hereinafter referred to as "the Parties",

Enhancing cooperation channels between the Government of the Arab
Republic of Egypt and the Government of the People’s Republic of

China;

Conscious of the serious damage that theft and illicit export of cultural
property represent for all countries, and for those objects themselves,
especially due to the pillage of archaeological sites and of subjacent
archaeological sites and of others of a historical and cultural value:

Recognizing the fundamental importance of protecting and preserving
their cultural heritage, in accordance with the principles and regulations
established in the UNESCO 1970 Convention on the Means of
Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of
Ownership of Cultural Property and the UNESCO 1972 Convention
concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage;

Desiring to establish common rules for the restitution and return of said
property upon having been illicitly stolen or exported as well as to protect

and preserve them:;

Have agreed as follows:
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into thelr territories those illegally traded, exported, transferred and stolen

cultural property, defined after the UNESCO 1970 Convention.

Article 2
For the purpose of understanding and applying this Agreement, the

Parties will refer with regard to the terms "of the cultural, archaeological,
artistic, and historic property", to Article 1 of the 1970 UNESCO

Convention.

Article 3
1. Upon express request of any of the Parties, the other Party shall

take the appropriate legal steps at its disposal to recover and return

of any cultural property found on its territory, which has been
stolen, exported or transferred illicitly from the territory of the
requesting Party, according to its national legislation and
stipulation regarding the ownership of the country requesting the
return of the monument or regarding cultural property to be

returned and in accordance with the applied international

conventions.

2. Requests to return and recover specific cultural property shall be
formalized through diplomatic channels.

3. Expenses related to the restitution and recovery of the above- »
mentioned property shall be met by the requesting Party.

Article 4
. Each Party shall notify the other Party on the theft of cultural

~y 4

property, and about the procedures that have been followed when

there i1s a reason to believe that said objects shall be probably
traded on an international scale.

2. For said purpose in the first item, and based on the police
investigation carried out to that end, all possible descriptive
information shall be submitted to the other Party- without prejudice
to the domestic laws applicable in the territories of every party- so
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as to enable the identification of the cultural property in question
and of those persons involved in the theft, sale, 1illicit import/
export and/ or related criminal behavior, and to determine the
modus operandi of the criminals, and the possibility of keeping
confiscated or discovered archaeological objects in general that
have not mentioned in previous investigations.

3. Likewise, in order to facilitate the identification process and the
enforcement of protective and coercive measures, the Parties shall
spread among their corresponding customs authorities, and among

sea-port, airport and border police authorities, all possible
information regarding stolen cultural property, or originated from
illicit traffic of the same.

4. It one of the Parties knows that any cultural property that are
classified according to this Agreement, owned by the other Party,
have been entered its territory illicitly, the same Party shall take
related procedures to keep it until he notifies the other Party
through diplomatic channels to begin the restitution procedures.
This paragraph is applicable also to archaeological objects that
have not mentioned in previous Investigations.

Article 5
In accordance with the present Agreement, the Parties shall exempt

from custom taxes and from any other duties, those cultural property
which have been restituted and returned.

Article 6
Upon request of one of the Parties, this Agreement may be

modified by mutual consent between the Parties. This amendment shall
be official by means of the legal procedures mentioned in Article 7 of this
Agreement.
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and remain valid as such unless one of the Parties notifies the other Party

DISCLAIMER: A4 Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanery nqtes (if
this web site, ghd is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights dﬂﬁﬁlﬁ i

commercial p ses, with acknowledgement gf U
lMEIQTHS ZIrecInl nt S(i’laT

in writing six months at least in advance of its intention to terminate it.

The shall affect the

commitments of the Parties resulting from the Agreement while in force.

not

termination of this Agreement

Done in the city of Cairo on 12/10/2010, in the Arabic, Chinese
and English languages, all texts equally authentic. In case of any
difference among the texts, the English text shall prevail.

For
The Government of the
People's -Rt?)ublic of China

//V/,i“

For
The Government of the
Arab Republic of Egypt
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Dr. Zahi Hawass
Secretary General
Supreme Council of Antiquities

Mr. Shan Jixiang
General Director
State Administration of
Cultural Heritage




