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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA

" ON THE PROTECTION AND RESTITUTION OF CULTURAL
PROPERTY REMOVED OR ILLICITLY TRANSFERRED

The Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Government
of the Republic of Cuba, hereinafter referred to as “The Parties’

Considering
That the cultural and natural heritage is the expression of the historic

wealth of the peoples and that the States have the duty to look after
their protection and preservation;

serious damage which represents the theft and illicit export of
roperties belonging to the cultural heritage, the loss of cultural
property, as well as the damage inflicted upon archaeological sites,

thesf) ra and fauna, the paleontological heritage and upon other
siteg’ of historic and numismatic interest;

Récognizing the paramount importance of protecting and preserving
the cultural heritage existing within the territory, pursuant to the
principles and regulations enshrined in the UNESCO Convention of
1970 on the measures that should be adopted in order to prohibit
and prevent the illicit import, export and transfer of ownership of
cultural property, the UNESCO Convention for the Protection of the
World's Cultural and Natural Heritage of 1972, as well as the

UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen or lllegally Exported Cultural
Objects of 1995;

That the co-operation between the States for the recovery of stolen,
illegally imported, exported or transferred of ownership of cultural
property constitutes an effective means to protect the original
property right of the Parties over their respective cultural property;

That is necessary to establish common regulations that enable the
recovery cf the above-mentioned cultural property, in the case they

: have been stolen or illegally exported, as well as their protection and N
L preservation.
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9 Agreeé asfollows: |

|, WS:

Article 1

1. The Parties undertake to prohibit and prevent the entrance to their
respective territories of cultural, prehistoric, archaeological,
artistic and historical, zoological and botanic property as well as
the entrance to their respective territories of protected species
from the flora and fauna, proceeding from the other Party, lacking

the respective authorization for their export and temporarily

accepting the cultural and heritage property that have the

respective expressed authorization granted in accordance with
the relevant regulations of each country.

2. The legal instrument through which both countries will permit the
export should include the motive and time of the export, the
identification and technical documentation of each exported
object, the insurances along with their policies duly paid, as well
as other requisites that by specific regulations each Party
demands in its territory. In the case of the export of contemporary
cultural property and handicrafts products, they likewise should

be accompanied by the relevant certification that each country
has established.

Article 2

For the purposes of the present Agreement, the term “cultural,

| archaeological, artistic and historical property” shall have the
, | following meaning:

a) Objects classified by both Parties as antiques, including
architectural, sculptural, ceramic, metallic, textile objects and
other vestiges or fragments of human creation:

b) Rare collections and specimens of fauna, flora, mineral and

anatqrpy, as well as objects of paleontological interest, either
classified or not;

c) Artistic, religious or secular objects from different dynasties or

cultural and historical periods from both countries, or fragments
thereof;

3 e
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d) Property relating to history, including the history of Science and
Technology, and Military and Social History, as well as to the life
of leaders, scientific thinkers, national artists or those who lived in
‘the territory of one of the Parties and to events of national

+ relevance; | :

e) Property belonging to archaeological excavations (including
authorized and clandestine), or to archaeological discoveries;

f) Elements of artistic or historical monuments, or of
archaeological sites which have been dismembered,;

g) Archives documents from the central and local administration or
from their respective organizations or those documents that are
more than fifty years old, which belong to such entities, religious
organizations or others;

h) Antiquities more than one hundred years old such as: coins,
iInscriptions and engraved seals;

i) Property of artistic value such as: pictures, paintings and
drawings produced entirely by hand on any support and any
material; original works of statuary art and sculpture in any
materials, original engravings, prints and lithographs, as well as
any original artistic assemblage in any material;

j) Rare manuscripfs and incunabula, old books, documents and
“publications of especial historical, artistic, scientific or literary
interest, singly or in collections;

k) Coins, bills and other objects of philatelic interest.

) Postage stamps, stamps and other objects of numismatic

/Interest, individual or part of a collection.

m) Cultural archives, including the phonographic, photographic,
cinematographic, audio and video archives, as well as those In
microfilm, the electronic and digital ones;

n) Furniture, work equipment and Instruments, including the
musical ones, those of historical and cultural interest more than
one hundred years old;

0) Objects of ethnological interest, both classified and unclassified
including elements belonging to extinct or endangered national
or regional indigenous groups.

p) The cuitural sub-aquatic heritage resulting from both authorized
and unauthorized rescues, except for those property specifically
permitted in official contracts on profits sharing with national or
foreign companies engage in activities of sub-aquatic rescue. 4\/
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Article 3

1. Upon a specific and written request of one of the Parties through
diplomatic channel, the other Party will use the legal means
established in its public regulations in order to recover and
return from its territory the cultural, patrimonial property and/or
those specific property which would have been stolen, imported,

exported or illegally transferred from the territory of the
requesting Party. |

2. The requests of cultural property return shall be formulated
through diplomatic channel. For that purpose, the Parties will be

able to use, in an expedite way, the resources available fr
INTERPOL. ¥

R et L

3. The expenses 'inherent to the recovery and return mentioned in
the present article shall be covered by the requesting Party.

4. The Parties shall be inclined to use a uniform format in the forms

on the property to be recovered, facilitate information on

trafficking groups, and send crossed information t
g ! o the
INTERPOL information centre.

/ Article 4

1. The F’arti_es agree to exchange information destined to Identify
the | _subjects who, in their respective territories, have
paﬁncnpa}ed in the theft, exportation or llegal transfer of cultural
and patrimonial property and/or in related criminal behaviour.

2, ‘The Parties also undertake to exchange technical and legal
!nfqrmatlon relative to the cultural property subject to theft or
ilicit trgﬁicking. Likewise, the parties shall diffuse among the
respective customs authorities and officers of the ports, airports
and borders, information relative to the cultyral proper:ty which
ha'@ b_een subject to theft and illegal trafficking with the aim of
facmtatmg its identification and the application of the
precautionary and coercive measures established in their

respective legislations for their corresponding r |
Requesting States. i : eturn. " .
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3. The Parties undertake.to follow-up and exchange information in
order to update knowledge and co-ordinate bilateral activities in
the adoption of measures to counteract the illicit trade of cultural

property, of which the specific conditions for this exchange
should be accorded.

Article 5

The Parties agree on the total exoneration of customs duties and
other equivalent customs taxes, either of fiscal, monetary,
exchange character or of any other nature during the process of
recovery and return of patrimonial and cultural property and/or of
pecific property to the country of origin, in enforcement of the

provisions of this Agreement and in accordance with its
~ regulations.

V4 Article 6

The present Agreement shall have 5-year duration and shall be
automatically renewed for a similar period, unless one of the
Parties denounces it either totally or partially, for which that Party
shall communicate its decision to the other Party 6 months in
advance. The legal scope of the present Agreement shall be
suspended as from the notification of the denunciation. Such
denunciation shall be effective starting from the moment the other

Party is informed, except for those recovery procedures that are
underway undergoing until its conclusion.

Article 7

Any differe_nce between the Contractual Parties resulting from the
Interpretation or execution of the present Agreement shall be

resolved amicably through the consultation and the negotiation
between both countries.
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Article 8

The present Agreement may be amended or modified at any
moment by mutual consent of both Parties. Such amendment

shall enter into force according to the legal proceedings in both
countries.

Article 9

The present Agreement shall enter into force when the Parties
communicate each other, through diplomatic channel that they

have complied with their internal regulations on the date of the
last notification.

Done in the city of Havana, on May 8" 2008, in the Arab
Spanish and English languages. In the event of any

| disagreement in the interpretation of the Agreement, the English
text shall prevail.

F_or the Government of the
Arab Republic of Egypt

i
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]

r #
!.

i ,

or the Government of the
Republic of Cuba

Dr. Farouk Hosni
Minister of Culture

NN DN

Abel Enrique Prieto Jiménez
Minister of Culture




