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Objectives

In order to transform our cities into sustaina-
ble and inclusive learning cities, we observe
and honor the following actions:

« Contributing to the achievement of the
overall objectives of the UNESCO GNLC
from a regional perspective.

+ Developing lifelong learning policies at
the regional, national and local levels,
designing clear plans, and making legis-
lation to implement the foresaid at the lo-
cal level in order to contribute to making
lifelong learning an everyday reality.

+ Ensuring that gender equality consider-
ations and youth issues are highlighted
and prioritized in regional and national
learning policies, as well as in the plan-
ning processes of the Arab learning cit-
ies.

-+ Creating a digital platform for the devel-
opment of joint projects between cities in
the Arab Region.

+ Putting in efforts in concert and in uni-
son to further encourage other cities in
the region to join the UNESCO GNLC and
better provide support and assistance to
such learning cities.

+ Promoting avenues of cooperation and
sharing experiences with other regional
networks of cities that make up the UN-
ESCO GNLC.

Establishing inter-sectoral coordination
mechanisms to well ensure the continuity
of the Arab Learning Cities Network by
encouraging and attracting partnerships
between academia, civil society institu-
tions, the private sector, and the popu-
lation within the framework of a common
approach.

Documenting, assessing, and publishing
successful experiences periodically.

Developing regional and national mecha-
nisms tor monitoring and assessing life-
long learning activities and the achieve-
ment of Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) at the city / local level.

Developing a regional mechanism to in-
crease resource mobilization and optimal
utilization.

Creating community Iearnin%] spaces,
while providing resources for learning in
families, communities and for all groups,
with special attention paid to vulnera-
ble and disadvantaged groups, such as
needy families, immigrants, people with
disabilities, minorities and retirees.

Ensuring that all members of the work-
force, including migrant workers, have a
wide range of learning opportunities.

Paying particular attention to the Arabic
Language (teaching and learning modal-
ities), in such a manner as to cherish the
Arabic Language, and use all the possi-
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bilities, capacities and capabilities that
best serve such goals.

+ Paying particular attention to the Arabic
language teaching programs for non-na-
tive speakers.

* Investing in the quality of learning for
each and every one, including the quality
of learning from everyone.

+ Promoting the principle of transferring
and sharing experiences and best prac-
tices between learning cities.

+  Ensuring that community education and
learning programs meet and fulfil the
needs of all citizens, through consulta-
tion.

Legal Nature

The founding agreement of the network does
not imply specific legal commitments and
economic obligations.

Coordination and Representation

An organizational framework for the Arab
Network of Learning Cities will be established
within a period of no more than (3) months.
In this regulatory framework, the responsibil-
ities and implementation mechanisms shall
be defined, and the draft regulation shall be
sent to the relevant cities for feedback.

32



I -

a9l a % JI8ylyg
Ministry of Culture

unesco

Global Network of
Learning Cities

Yanbu Industrial City Declaration for Regional Network of Arab Learning Cities

Introduction

In close partnership between the UNESCO
Institute for Lifelong Learning and the Arab
Bureau of Education for the Gulf States
ABEGS), hosted and organzied by the Royal
ommission for Jubail and Yanbu, the First
Regional Convention of the Arab Learning
Cities Network was held on May 10-11, 202
in Yanbu Industrial City Hreadquarters, King-
dom of Saudi Arabia. The conferees brought
into disucssion the asgects of development
showcased by the GCC countries, in particu-
lar Yanbu Industrial City, with such a remark-
able progress achieved in education, health
and economy. In the same vein, the confer-
ees also elaborated on the reality of learning
cities and asscoiated activities in the Arab
Region in general and the challenges they
encounter. Gearing up for the increaingl
growing changes and better address suc
challenegs, the First Regional Convention of
the Arab Learning Cities Network was held
in a timely response and came out with the
following Yanbu Industrial City Declaration:

We, heads of amanas and municipalities,
representatives of the Arab learning cities
registered in the UNESCO Global Network
of Learnir(ljg Cities, and municipalities inter-
ested in adopting the Learning City Concept,
acknowledge that some Arab countries are
facing a whole host of large-scale challenges
at the local and regional levels, manifested
in the continued acceleration of urbanization,
increasing population growth, dynamic mi-
gration patterns, conflicts and wars sweep-
ing through some Arab countries, while sci-
entific and technical progress has gained

more prominence and has thus come into
play. In a similar vein, some Arab countries
are also facing global challenges manifested
in climate chan?e, poverty and international
conflicts. Equally important, the COVID-19
pandemic has galringly impacted the health
and social conditions across the world cities
and the Arab cities are no exception what-
soever. Against such a backdrop, economic
problems have worsened, such as increasing
unemployment rates, inflation, and a widen-
ing gender gap in some walks of life.

We are fully aware of the key role of cities in
addressing regional and national challenges.
We emphasize that through the COVID-19
pandemic the local administrations of the
cities have proven the ability to further create
new opportunities for ﬂrowth and innovation
along with programs that help the city com-
munities to reduce the impact and change
at the macro level. Combined together, such
concerted efforts would help in meeting the
economic, social and health-related chal-
lenges, to mention but a few.

We do emphasize again that in order to em-
power citizens in the Arab Region (city com-
munities and beyond), we must seek to gath-
er and streamline efforts in such a manner as
to provide a wide range of lifelong learning
opportunities. It stands to reason that learn-
ing per se improves the quality-of-life pro-
%ress heart and soul. Simply put, learning

elp city communities to gear up for a whole
host of challenges yet to be anticipated and
addressed. It also provides social, econom-

ic and cultural quick wins to learners derived
from peer individuals and counterpart com-
munities, while rendering support to build
better and more sustainable communities.

We do know for sure that the UNESCO Gilobal
Network of Learning Cities (GNLC) is a stra-
tegically oriented international network that
provides inspirational sources, know-how
and good practices. The mission of the UN-
ESCO GNLC is to support and promote the
practice of lifelong learning in communities
around the world. To this end, the UNESCO
GNLC promotes fosterintg dialogue and peer
learning within the UNESCO GNLC mem-
ber cities, building links and relationships,
enhancing partnerships, creating capacities
and devising tools to further encourage and
recognize the progress made in the creation
of such learning cities.

Considering the Beijing Declaration on Build-
ing Learning Cities, the Mexico City State-
ment on Sustainable Development of Learn-
ing Cities, the Medellin Manifesto on Learning
Cities for Inclusion while also considering re-
gional characteristics and common challeng-
es, and the Yeonsu Declaration for Learning
Cities: Building Healthy and Resilient Cities
Through Lifelong Learnin%, and realizing that
lifelong learning lays the foundations for the
sustainable social, economic and environ-
mental development of cities in the Arab Re-

ion, we have decided to jointly create the

earning Cities Network in the Arab Region
within the framework of the following:

33



e

a9l s ¢ JI3ylyg
Ministry of Culture

unesco

Global Network of
Learning Cities




