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YUNESKO-nun Bas Direktoru,
xanim Odri Azuleys

Ho6rmotli xanim Bag Direktor!

Azorbaycan balaban senstinin YUNESKO-nun geyri-maddi madani irsinin
reprezentativ siyahisina ¢oxmillotli nominasiya kimi salinmasi togobbiisii balaban
sonati ilo moggul olan ifagilar, balaban alatinin istehsali ilo moaggul olan sanatkarlar,
balabanin qorunmas: vo tobligi sahosinde foaliyyet gdsteren comiyystlor, qruplar
va fordi soxslerin, hamg¢inin miixtelif bastekarlarin istiraki ils irsli siiriilmiigdii.

Balaban senstinin klassik Azorbaycan bestokarliq moktebinds ds xiisusi yeri
olmus, on gorkemli bastokarlarimiz oserlerinde Balaban ifasina xiisusi yer
ayirmiglar.

1931-ci ildo dahi bestokarimiz Uzeyir Haciboyli terofinden yaradilmus ilk
Azorbaycan Xalq Calg1 Alstleri Orkestrinin torkibine miitloq sokilde nofasli alatlor
qrupuna Balaban daxil edilmisdir. Klassik Azarbaycan bestokarlari U.Haciboyli,
M.Magomayev, H.Xanmemmodov ve O.Ziilfligarov 6z osorlorinde simfonik
orkestrin tarkibinde balabandan solo alst kimi istifads etmislor.

Miiasir dévrde do bastokarlarimiz balaban alatini simfonik orkestrin torkibina
daxil edorak, bir sira orijinal asarler yaratmislar. Bu qabilden C.Abbasovun “Yall”
(2003), C.Allahverdiyevin  “Kapriggio” veo “Turac1”(2004), E.Dadagovanin
“Diptix”(2013), F.Olizadenin “Nesimi Passion”(2017) ve s. eserlorinds simfonik
vo kamera orkestrinin terkibinde balaban alstinden istifade edilmisdir.

Bundan basqa, 2016-c1 ildo Azerbaycan bastokari Ilyas Mirzoyev “Balaban
vo simfonik orkestr tiglin Konsert” bastolomis va bu asar defolorlo Azerbaycanda,
Tiirkiys vo Almaniyada ifa edilmisdir.

Ittifagumizin bir ¢ox {izvleri nominasiya prosesinds yaxindan istirak etmis. Bu
nominasiyanin hazirlanmasi moqsedi ilo Respublikanin bdlgelerinden golmis
aidiyyati togkilatlar, comiyyaetler ve fordi ifagilarla goriisler kegirilmis, onlarin da
fikir vo royleri 6yrenilmisdir.



YUNESKO-nun diinya medeni irsinin qorunmas: ilo bagli soylerini va
foaliyyetini yiiksok qiymetlondirerek, Azerbaycan bestekarlari, balaban ifagilari,
sonatkarlar1 vo comiyyatlerinin birge tesebbiisii kimi YUNESKO-nun geyri-maddi
madeni irsinin reprezentativ siyahisina toqdim edilen balaban ifagiliq senstinin bu
moteber qurum terafinden desteklonacayine emindirler. YUNESKO 6z foaliyyati
miiddstinde {imumbagori shomiyyst kesb edon har bir madoni irs niimunssinin
gorunmasinda oldugca miihiim rola malikdir ve onun foaliyysti biitiin iizv
Olkalorin, elocads Azorbaycan ve Tirki’e yaradici adamlarimi vo vetondaslarini
homin sonot ndviiniin yasadilmast ve golocek nesillora ¢atdirilmasina
stimullagdirir.

Bununla slagedar, toskilatimiz YUNESKO-nu Azerbaycan balaban ifagiliq
sonatinin Bogeriyyetin qeyri-maddi modeni irsinin reprezentativ siyahisina
coxmillatli element kimi daxil etmaye ¢agirir ve bu senot ndviiniin qorunmasi va
tobligi istigametinde biitlin lazimi tedbirleri dovlet qurumlar: ile birge hayata
kegirmaye hazir olduqlarini bildirir.

Hormeatlo,

Azorbaycan Bostokarlar Ittifaginin Sodri,

YUNESKO-nun Siilh artisti, Professor Firongiz ©Olizada




Translation into English

UNESCO Director General,
Mrs Audrey Azulay

Dear Mrs. Director General,
The initiative to include the Balaban art into the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage as a multi-national element was driven by the group of artists, craftsmen, interested
individuals and communities engaged in its safeguarding and promotion, as well as with the

participation of a number of composers.

Balaban art also plays a special role in the classical Azerbaijani school of composition. Our greatest

composers gave a special place to Balaban’s performance in their works.

Balaban performance was included in the group of wind instruments in the first Azerbaijan Folk
Instruments Orchestra created by our genius composer Uzeyir Hajibeyli in 1931. Classical
Azerbaijani composers U.Hajibeyli, M.Magomayev, H. Khanmammadov and O.Zulfugarov used the

balaban as a solo instrument in their symphony orchestra works.

In the contemporary period, our composers have created a number of original works by including the
balaban music in the symphony orchestra. In such works as "Yalli" by J.Abbasov (2003), "Capriccio"
and "Turaci" J.Allahverdiyev (2004), "Diptix" E.Dadashova (2013), "Nasimi Passion" F.Alizade
(2017) and others, balaban perfomance constitute an important element in symphony and chamber

orchestras.

In addition, in 2016, Azerbaijani composer Ilyas Mirzayev composed "Concerto for Balaban and
Symphony Orchestra" and this work has been repeatedly performed in Azerbaijan, Turkey and

Germany.

Many members of our Union were closely involved in the preparation of this nomination. Moreover,

to ensure the engaging process of the preparation of this nomination, the representatives of the



concerned organizations, societies and individual performers from the different regions of the country

came across to share their views and opinions.

Highly appreciating UNESCO's efforts and activities to protect the world cultural heritage, we are
quite confident that the inclusion of Balaban performing art in the representative list of intangible
cultural heritage of UNESCO as a joint initiative of Azerbaijani balaban performers, composers,
artists and communities, will be supported by this prestigious organization. UNESCO has a very
important role to play in the protection of every cultural heritage of universal significance, and its
activities encourage creative people and citizens from all member countries, including Azerbaijan and

Turkey, to preserve this art and pass it on to future generations.

In this regard, our organization calls on UNESCO to include the Azerbaijani balaban art in the
representative list of the intangible cultural heritage of mankind as a multinational element and
expresses its readiness to take all necessary measures to safeguard and promote this art together with

the state agencies.

Best regards,
Firangiz Alizade
Chairperson of Azerbaijan Composers Union

UNESCO Artist for Peace, Professor
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UNESKO-nun Bas Direktoru,

xanim Odri Azuleya

Hormetli xanim Azuley,

Balaban sanstinin YUNESKO-nun geyri-maddi madani irsinin reprezentativ siyahisina
coxmillatli nominasiya kimi teqdim edilmasi tesabblisii balaban sanati ils masgdul olan ifagilar
ve sanatkarlar istiraki ila irali strilmisdu.

Balaban Azerbaycanda yasayan icmalarin an vacib musiqi alstlerindan biridir. Balaban
insanin bélusduyd, sirrini-s6zina pigilt ile deya bildiyi ilk sl ¢atan musiqi alstlerindandir.
Balabanin sasindaki hazinlik, inilti, sizilti basga musiqgi alstlerindan farqlidir... Balaban
insanin manavi dinyasindaki sas, ahang ¢alarlarini daha dsqiq ifade edir, insanlara ham
sirdag olur, ham ds dinlayanlera olumlu-6lumli dinyanin an adir dardlerini dagimaga, onlari
ovundurmaga takan verir.

Azarbaycanda bu alstin yarandigi giindan etibaran ¢oxsayl ve mukemmal ifagilari olub. Bu
gun Sirzad Fataliyev, Slixan Samadov, Rafael 9sgerov kimi ifagilar bir ¢ox 6&lkalarde
Azarbaycanin balaban sasini ucaldirlar. Balaban ham da ganc nasslin sevimli va vazkec¢iimez
musiqi alstidir. Pesakar ganclarin ister solo, ister qrup halinda ¢ixisi ise insanin ruhunu
oxsayir.

Balaban el senliklerinds, toylarda, konsertlards, orkestr ve ansambllarin tarkibinde solo ve
musayiatci alet kimi genis istifads edilir. Balaban ifaciligi Azerbaycanda bir senat kimi ¢ox
insanlarin pese masguliyyatidir. Balaban sansti icmalarin gadim madaniyyatinin terkib
hissesidir. *

Bu menada bizim teskilat balaban sanstinin YUNESKO-nun baseriyystin qeyri-maddi
madani irsin reprezentativ siyahisina daxil etmaya ¢agdirir va bu senat névinin gorunmasi
va tabligi istiqamatinda lazimi tadbirlari doévlst qurumlari ile birge hayata kegirmays hazir
olduglarini bildirir.

Hérmatls,

“Yaradici Tegabbiislar” ictimai birliyinin sadri,

Professor Tariyel Mammadov




Translation into English

Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),

Mrs. Audrey Azoulay

Dear Director General,

The initiative to introduce the Balaban art as a multinational nomination to the UNESCO Representative
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage was put forward with the active participation of performers and artists
engaged in its development.

Balaban is one of the most important musical instruments of the communities living in Azerbaijan. The
sound of Balaban resembles human whispering. The relaxing and whistling sounds of Balaban
differentiates it from other musical instruments. In addition, Balaban more accurately expresses the
sounds and shades of harmony of the human spiritual world, helping people better understand each other
and share their heaviest sorrows.

Balaban has known many incredibly talented performers in Azerbaijan since its creation. Today, Shirzad
Fataliyev, Alikhan Samadov, Rafael Asgarov represent Azerbaijan worldwide. Balaban is also a favorite
and indispensable musical instrument among youngsters. The performance of young professionals both in
solo and in groups positively impacts the human spirit.

Balaban is widely used as a solo and accompaniment in folk festivals, weddings, concerts, orchestras and
ensembles. Balaban art is an integral part of the ancient culture of our communities. Thus, many people in
Azerbaijan are specialized in balaban.

In this regard, crafters and performers of our organization call for the inclusion of the art of balaban in the
UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and expresses its readiness
to take the necessary measures with state entities to safeguard and promote this art.

Sincerely yours,
Tariyel Mammadov, Chairperson

Yaradici Teshebbusler Public Union



Elm, Tahzil va Madaniyyat dzra
Birlagmiz Millatlor Tagkilatimn
(UNESCO) Bas Dhrektoruy,

xamm Odri Azuleya

Harmath xamm Bas Direktor,

Balaban Azarbaycamn ananavi nafas alatlarindan biridir. Azarbaycan balaban sanatinin béyik
tarid kdklar var. eramizdan avval moveud olan ilkin prototipina Azarbaycanda apanime arcesloji
qazintilarda rast galinmmigdir. Balaban Azarbaycamn dastanlannda, sifahi xalg adabiywatunda, orta asrlarin
musigi maclislaring hasr olunmus nafis miniatirlarinda, bamginin sovet dovrinda cap edilmis
Azarbaycan xalg ¢al@n alatloring aid pogt markalannda tasvir olunmusdur. Balaban Asig sanatinin
elementlarindan biri kimi bizim cografiyamizda har zaman populyar olmusdur,

Bu alat simfonik musigimizin inkisafinda da &z rolunu oynamisdir. Balabamin fardi ifacihg
xisusiyyating biyiik diggat yetiran, Azarbaycamin mashur bastokarlan - simfonik musigimizin banisi dahi
Uzeyir Hacbayov (1885 1948) «ikinci fantaziyas, Mislim Magomayev (1885-1937) «Azarbaycan
cllarindas, Hac Xanmammadovun (1918-2005) «Simfonivettas va bir sira digar asardarda balabanin
solo ifasina gonis yer ayrmislar.

2008-ci ilda, manim Tirkiya Respublikasinda nagr edilmis “Balaban metodu™ adh kitabim bu alata
hasr edilmisdir, Bu nagrda musigi alsti, onun hazirlanmaz, istifada gaydalan hagginda dansilib. Og dilda
nagr olunmus {tirk, rus va ingilis) bu 136 sahifalik kitabda balabamin hazirdanmas, ifas, tarixi va balahan
ugin not talimlari yer abb. Balaban tska Azarbaycan va Tirkiyada deyil, bitin regionda va bir cox
dunya Glkalarinda sevilir, onun sasini ilk dafa egidanlar 52 ona bigana gala bilmirlar,

Balaban o gadar universal dilda damgir ki, o dinindan, dilindzn, milliyyatindan asih olmayarag
istanilan inzanin ruhuna yol tapir va musiginin universal dil oldugunu bir daha tasdioleyir.

Bu sanat ila uzun illardic ki masgul olan insan kimi onun UNESKOQ-nun Qeyri-maddi madani irsinin
reprezentativ sivahuna coxmillatli nominasiva kimi salnmas tasabbiisi moni oldugea sevindirir,
UNESKO-nun disnya madani irsinin gorunmas sahasinda gardinyt ilorin shamiyystini va Gmumbasari
dayar kosh edon har bir madam irs ndmunzsinin gorunmasinda oldugea mihim islar ghrir. Onun
faaliyyati diinya Slkalarinin, o cimladan Ararbayran va Tiirkivanin yaradio adamlanm va vatandastarin
homin sonat néeiinin yasadiimas va galacak nasillara catdinlmasina stimullasdine.

UNESKED torafindan Azarbaycan balaban ifacihg sanatinin Bagariyyatin geyri-maddi madani
irginin reprezentativ siyahisana coxmillathi element kimi daxil edilmasini birmanal sakilda dastakayir va
bu sanat ndviiniin gorunmasi va tablifi istigamatinda bundan sonra da faaliyyatimi davam edacayvimi
bildiriram.




Translation into English

Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO),

Mrs Audrey Azouley

Dear Mrs Director-General,

Balaban is one of the traditional wind instruments of Azerbaijan. The art of Balaban in Azerbaijan has
deep historic roots. As a result of archeological researches, the first prototype of balaban related to
the period BC was found in Azerbaijan. Balaban has been used in traditional dastans in Azerbaijan,
people’s oral literature, depicted in miniatures of Middles Ages traditional music gatherings, as well
as in postage stamps on traditional musical instruments during the Soviet period. Balaban as an
important element of Ashiq art has been always quite popular among practitioners in our country.

This art has also played a role in the development of symphonic music in our country. Famous
Azerbaijani composers paid great attention to the performance peculiarities of balaban. Solo
performances of balaban were included by the legend of symphonic music Uzeyir Hajibeyli (1885-
1948) in his work “Ikinci fantaziya”, composer Muslim Magomayev (1885-1937) in his work
“Azerbaycan chollerinde”, Haji Hanmammadov (1918-2005) in his work “Simfoniyetta” and in other
works.

In 2008, | published in Turkey a book called “Balaban method”, which is dedicated to this musical
instrument. In this book, | described the crafting process of balaban and its use. Published in 3
languages (Turkish, Russian and English), this 136-pages publication describes the making of balaban,
performance, history and note-based teaching methodology. Communities enjoy balaban not only in
Azerbaijan and Turkey, but also in the whole region and some other countries of the world. Once
listening to the sound of balaban, many people cannot remain indifferent.

Balaban ‘speaks’ in such a universal language, it finds its way to the spirit of people irrespective of
their religion, language and nationality. It confirms the universality of the language of music for
everyone. As someone involved in this art since many years, | particularly appreciate the initiative to
propose multinational nomination for the inclusion of Balaban art in the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

UNESCO is doing important work in protecting cultural heritage and in safeguarding every element
of cultural heritage that bear value for the humanity. Its work and activities encourage individuals
and communities in Azerbaijan and Turkey to maintain and transmit this element of cultural heritage
to the next generation.

| fully support the inclusion of Balaban art into the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity and commit myself to safeguard and promote this element.

Best regards,
Alikhan Samadov
People’s Artist of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Master performer of Balaban



Elm, Tahsil va Madaniyyat lizrs
Birlagmis Millatlar Tagkilatinin
(UNESCO) Bas Direktoru,

xanim Odri Azuleya

Hormatli xanim Bas Direktor,

Qadim nafss musiqi alati sayilan balabanin Azarbaycan musiqi madaniyyatindaki rolu va
ashamiyyati olduqca boyukdir. O, el sanliklorinds, toylarda, konsertlords, orkestr va
ansambllarin tarkibinda solo ve musayiatgi alat kimi genis istifada edilir. Azarbaycanin Sirvan
zonasinda demak olar ki, balaban har bir ailanin sanatidir. Yizlarle balaban ifagilari bu sanati
Ozlerine pesa secarak el sanliklarinds, toylarda istirak etmakla yanasi, ham da musiqi
maktablarinda bu alatin tadrisi ile masgul olurlar. Balaban ifagiligi Azarbaycanda bir sanat kimi
cox insanlarin pesa masguliyyatidir. Homginin xalgin gadim tarixa malik sevimli musiqi alatidir.
Bu ifagilig sanati insanlarin sevdiyi sanat novi olmagqla, ham da ailavi pesa masguliyyati kimi
secilib yasadilir. Bu anana tarixan davam etmis, bu giin de davam etmakdadir. Azarbaycanin bir
cox bolgalarinda diinyaya goz acan kérpa ana laylasi ila yanasi hazin balaban musigisi altinda da
boy atir. Bu ifacilig sanat novi hazirda Azarbaycanin bitln bélgalarinds xalg marasimlarinds,

sonliklorda istifada edilarak yasadilir.

Taskilatimiz balabanin sanatkarhigi va ifagiliq sanatini YUNESKO-nun Qeyri maddi-madani irsinin
Reprezentativ Siyahisina ¢oxmillatli element kimi daxil edilmasi lgln taqdim edilmasini
dastaklayir va bu addimi ham Azarbaycan va Tlrkiya madani irsinin, genis manada basar irsinin
gorunmasi va tabligina kémak edacayina inanir. Homginin hesab edirik ki, balaban sanatinin
geyri-maddi madani irs kimi siyahiya daxil edilmasi ilk novbada bu sanati 6ziine pess se¢mis
coxsayl ali va orta tahsilli muallimlarin, fardi balaban ifagilarinin va, imumiyyatls, bu sahads
calisan bitiin insanlarin hayat faaliyyatina, elaca da onlarin yasam tarzina cox boéyiik miisbat

tasir gostaracakdir.

Bu magsadls Balaban sanatinin miivafiq siyahiya salinmasina Ugiin irali siiriilan tasabbiisa 6z

tam dastayimi ifada edirom.

Sirzad Fataliyev g g g- 5=

Balaban ustasi, LYY Y. Vot Cr.
Azarbaycan Respublikasinin b
omakdar artisti



Translation into English

Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),

Mrs. Audrey Azoulay

Dear Director General,

The role and importance of the art of balaban, an ancient wind musical instrument, in the Azerbaijani
musical culture is enormous. Practitioners widely use it as a solo and accompaniment in folk festivals,
weddings, concerts, orchestras and ensembles. In the Shirvan zone of Azerbaijan, balaban is the art of
almost every family. Hundreds of balaban performers have chosen this art as their profession, thus
they actively participate in folk festivals and weddings, as well as teach this instrument in music
schools. The ancient Balaban performing art is a profession of many people in Azerbaijan and it is
also known as one of the favorite musical instruments in the country.

This element is a popular art form and is also practiced as a family profession. This tradition started in
ancient times and continues to prosper today. As per custom, a new-born baby grows up with the
sound of relaxing balaban along with the mother's lullaby in many regions of Azerbaijan. This type of
performing art is also practiced in folk ceremonies and festivities in all the regions of the country.

I strongly support the inclusion of balaban craftsmanship and performing art in the UNESCO
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage as a multinational element. I believe that this step
will help preserve and promote the cultural heritage of both Azerbaijan and Turkey. I also believe that
the inclusion of the art of balaban in the list of intangible cultural heritage will positively impact all
the people working in this field, namely higher and secondary education teachers and individual
balaban performers.

In conclusion, I would like to highlight that I fully support the initiative to include the art of Balaban
in the above-mentioned list.

Shirzad Fataliyev
Balaban master,

Honored Artist of the Republic of Azerbaijan



AZORBAYCAN RESPUBLIKASI
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Elm, Tahsil va Madaniyyat iizra
Birlasmis Millatlor Taskilatinin
(UNESCO) Bas Direktoru,
xanim Odri Azuleya

Hormotli xanim Bas Direktor,

Balaban sensti Azerbaycan xalginin madani heyatinda qirilmaz tarixi koklerle bagl bir hayat
terzidir. Bu senatin YUNESKO-ya taqdim edilmasi ve bununla bagh taskilat terafinden musbst gerar
verilacayi teqdirde bu sahada c¢alisan butin pese sahiblerinin, bu sensti ganc nasila dyraedan, onu
tablig edan yuzlerle ali ve orta tehsilli musllimlerin yaradicilig potensialina, Umumilikds isse onlarin
yasam terzine oldugca musbet tasir edecekdir. Bels ki, beynalxalg ali qurum tersfinden bu senst
ndévina verilmis ylksek giymst, bu sahsys rehbaerlik eden aidiyysti yerli teskilatlarin bu senste daha
da mesuliyyatli yanasmasina, gaygi ve diggatin artiriimasi ile yanasi lazimi yaradiciliq: balaban tgun
iri ve Kkigik hacmli yeni aserlerin yazilmasi; yeni tadris vasitelerinin ¢api; alsetlerin genis istehsali ve
diger tedbirlerin hayata keciriimasina sabsb olacagdir. Senadin gabul edilmasi xalglar arasindaki
madani slagslerin genislenmasina, bu ise 6z ndvbsesinds insanlarin yaradicilig munasibatlerinin,
madani muxtalifliyin inkisafina ve mdhkamlandiriimesine serait yarada biler. Bu ise nsticeds bu
senati 6zUna pesa se¢mis ve bu musigi alstinin butin problemlsrinde maraqgl olan insanlarin - ferdi
sanatkarlarin, muasllimlerin, elece ds, tahsil alan ganclerin yaradiciliq imkanlarini artiracaqdir.

Balaban, ifagilig senati fardi senat névu olsa da, o, sslinde Umumxalg madaniyyatine, naticeds
ise Umumbaseri madaniyyste, onun zanginlesmasine ve inkisaf etdiriimasine xidmat gosterir.
Azarbaycan ve Turkiys balaban sanstinin YUNESKO-nun basariyyatin geyri-maddi madani irsinin
reprezentativ siyahisina salinmasi ilk névbeds bu senste marag ve diqgeti artirmagla yanasi
camiyyatler, gruplar ve ferdler arasindaki sansat mubadilesins, is birliyine ve Umumilikds ise dialoqun
inkisafina ve tekmillesmasine asasli bir vasite olacaqdir. Bu ise Umumilikde musigi alsti olan
balabanin dinya xalglarina tanidilmasina, banzersiz ses tembri ile onlarin galbina yol tapib, naticeds
baseri madeniyyste xidmet gostarmis olacaq. Balaban senatinin YUNESKO-nun basariyyatin qeyri-
maddi madani irsin reprezentativ siyahisina salinmasi istar milli, istarse de beynalxalq seviyyads bu
senst névunun masuliyystle gorunub saxlaniimasina, onun ylksak saviyyads inkisafina, daha da
genis sakilds tabligine xidmet edacakdir.

Bu menada bizim universitet balaban sanatinin  YUNESKO-nun basaeriyystin geyri-maddi
madani irsin reprezentativ siyahisina tegdim edilmasini algislayir va YUNESKO terafinden bu teklifin
desteklenacayina aminliyini ifads edir.

Hormaetle,
Azarbaycan Dovlet Madaniyyat ve

Incasanat Universitetinin rektoru ////// Ceyran Mahmudova

Az1065, Azerbaycan Respublikasi, Baki gaheri, Ingaatgilar pr. 39, tel.: (+994 12) 599 00 54; faks: (+994 12) 498 22 71
info@admiu.edu.az; www.admiu.edu.az



Translation into English

Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),

Mrs. Audrey Azoulay

Dear Director General,

Balaban art is a traditional element whose historical roots go back to the cultural life of the
Azerbaijani people. The presentation to and approval by UNESCO will have a very positive impact
on the lifestyle and on the creative potential of all the professionals working in this field, hundreds of
teachers of higher and secondary education who are responsible for teaching and promoting this art to
younger generation. Thus, the high appreciation given to this art by the international organization will
foster a responsibility of the relevant local organizations in this field and will increase attention,
motivation and creativity, along with writing new works of large and small scales for Balaban,
creation of new teaching materials; it will also lead to wider production of instruments and other
measures. The inscription of the Balaban art can expand cultural ties between peoples, which in its
turn can create better conditions for the development and strengthening of creative relations and
cultural diversity. This will improve the creative potential of people who have chosen this art as a
profession (such as individual artists, teachers, as well as students) and are interested in all the aspects
of Balaban.

Although the balaban art is a particular art form, it is actually an indispensable part of the national
culture, as a result, an integral component of the general human culture, serving its enrichment and
development. The inclusion of the balaban art by Azerbaijan and Turkey in the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity will be a key tool for increasing
interest and attention to this art, as well as for art exchange, cooperation and dialogue between
communities, groups and individuals. This will find its way into the hearts of the people with its
unique timbre and, as a result, will serve human culture. The inclusion of the art of Balaban in the
UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Humanity will promote its
preservation and development of this art at a high level both nationally and internationally.

In this regards, our university welcomes the inclusion of the art of balaban in the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and expresses its confidence that
UNESCO will support this proposal.

Best regards,
Jeyran Mahmudova

Rector of Azerbaijani State University of Culture and Arts



AZORBAYCAN RESPUBLIKASI
TOHSIL NAZIRLIYi

Azarbaycan Milli Konservatoriyasi

Ne O 4J «06 »fovs2l 2042 il
Elm, Tahsil vo Madaniyyat iizrs
Birlosmis Millatlor Taskilatinin
(UNESCO) Bas Direktoru,

xanim Odri Azuleya

Hérmotli xanmim Bas Direktor,

Balaban sonoti Azorbaycan xalqmin qodim musiqi  modeniyyotinin  asas
niimunalorindandir. Bu sonat tokco ifagiligi ilo deyil eyni zamanda pesokarcasina balaban
alatinin hazirlanmas1 ilo six baghdir. Azorbaycanda xiisusi texnologiya ilo fordi balaban
hazirlayan g¢oxsayli sonotkarlar foaliyyat goéstorir. Pesokar ifagiligin todrisi ilo yanasi bizim
konservatoriya bu alatin hazirlanmasi va barpasinda oldugca miihiim rol oynayir. Respublikanin
bir ¢ox sohorlarindo Bakida, Samaxida, Mingagevirds, Gancada, Nax¢ivanda, Qubada miixtolif
ki¢ik miiassisalor balaban musiqi alstinin istehsah ilo bagh bilavasito masgul olurlar. Bir ¢ox
hallarda balaban musiqi alstinin hazirlanmasi va tomiri asasan bu alstin fordi ifagilan torafinden
hayata kegirilir.

Azorbaycan va Tiirkiys balaban sonatinin YUNESKO-nun basoriyyatin geyri-maddi
modoni irsinin reprezentativ siyahisina salinmasi ilk ndvbede bu sonote maraq ve diqqgati
artirmagla yanasi, bu alatin istehsal vo barpa prosesinin inkisafina sorait yaradacaqdir. Bels ki,
balaban ifagiliq sonoti YUNESKO soviyyasindo tamindigi toqdirdo onunla mosgul olan
sonotkarlarin say1 artacaq, ictimaiyyatin genis maragina sobab olacaq, sanonavi balaban istehsali
ilo bagh texnikumlarda, pesos yOniimli moktablordo balaban hazirlayan sonatkarlarin
yetisdirilmasi ii¢iin ixtisaslarin agilmasi daha da aktualliq kasb edacok, ifagilaria balaban musiqi
aloti ilo tomin edilmasi moagsadi ilo lazim olan agac noviiniin vo diger avadanliglarin aldo
edilmasi vo alotin ananovi metodlarla istehsali {igiin soraitin yaradilmasina stimul veracokdir.
Biitiin bunlar pesokar vo onsnavi olan milli Balaban moktebinin qorunmasi ii¢lin miistosna
shomiyyst kosb etmokdadir.

Bizim Milli Konservatoriyamiz balaban sonatkarligi va ifagiliq sonatini YUNESKO-nun
Bosoriyyatin geyri-maddi madoni irsinin reprezentativ siyahisina daxil edilmosi {giin
Azorbaycan va Tiirkiys torafindon taqdim edilmasini boyiik havasle dastakloyir va YUNESKO-
dan bu togobbiiso miisbat roy verilmasini xahis edir. Milli Konservatoriyanin rektoru olaraq
bizim tohsil ocaginda ¢alisan sonastkarlar vo professor-miisllim heysti adindan bu tosobbiisii
boyiik momnuniyyatls dostoklodiyimizi bildirirome——"""~

Azarbaycan Milli

Konservatoriyasmin rektoru Siyavus Korimi
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Translation into English

Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),

Mrs. Audrey Azoulay

Dear Director General,

Balaban art is one of the main examples of the ancient musical culture of the Azerbaijani people. This
art is closely connected not only with its performance, but also with the crafting of the balaban
instrument. There are many craftspeople in Azerbaijan who make individual balabans with a special
methodology. In addition, our organization plays a very important role in the development and
restoration of this instrument. In many cities of the country, in Baku, Shamakhi, Mingachevir, Ganja,
Nakhchivan, Guba, many small enterprises are specialized in the production of balaban musical
instruments. However, in many cases, individual performers themselves carry out the preparation and
repair of balaban musical instruments.

The inclusion of the balaban art by Azerbaijan and Turkey in the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity will, first of all, enhance the interest and the attention paid
to this art, as well as, will increase the production and restoration of this instrument. Thus, once the art
of balaban is recognized at the UNESCO level, it will give an impetus for increasing the number of
artists working with this instrument, fostering the public interest, creating specialties for training of
balaban artists in technical colleges and vocational schools. Furthermore, it will provide an incentive
to obtain the necessary type of wood and other equipment to create even more favourable conditions
for crafting of this instrument by traditional methods. All the above-mentioned facts are of vital
importance for the preservation of the professional and traditional Balaban art.

Our National Conservatory enthusiastically supports the submission of balaban art and performance
art by Azerbaijan and Turkey to be included in the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity and asks UNESCO to give a positive opinion on this initiative. As the
rector of the National Conservatory, on behalf of the practitioners and the faculty of our school, 1
support this initiative with great pleasure.

Best regards,
Siyavush Karimi

Rector of Azerbaijan National Conservatory



