




Translation into English 

 

 

 

UNESCO Director General, 

Mrs Audrey Azulay 

Dear Mrs. Director General, 

The initiative to include the Balaban art into the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage as a multi-national element was driven by the group of artists, craftsmen, interested 

individuals and communities engaged in its safeguarding and promotion, as well as with the 

participation of a number of composers. 

Balaban art also plays a special role in the classical Azerbaijani school of composition. Our greatest 

composers gave a special place to Balaban’s performance in their works. 

Balaban performance was included in the group of wind instruments in the first Azerbaijan Folk 

Instruments Orchestra created by our genius composer Uzeyir Hajibeyli in 1931. Classical 

Azerbaijani composers U.Hajibeyli, M.Magomayev, H.Khanmammadov and O.Zulfugarov used the 

balaban as a solo instrument in their symphony orchestra works. 

In the contemporary period, our composers have created a number of original works by including the 

balaban music in the symphony orchestra. In such works as "Yalli" by J.Abbasov (2003), "Capriccio" 

and "Turaci" J.Allahverdiyev (2004), "Diptix" E.Dadashova (2013), "Nasimi Passion" F.Alizade 

(2017) and others, balaban perfomance constitute an important element in symphony and chamber 

orchestras. 

In addition, in 2016, Azerbaijani composer Ilyas Mirzayev composed "Concerto for Balaban and 

Symphony Orchestra" and this work has been repeatedly performed in Azerbaijan, Turkey and 

Germany. 

Many members of our Union were closely involved in the preparation of this nomination. Moreover, 

to ensure the engaging process of the preparation of this nomination, the representatives of the 



concerned organizations, societies and individual performers from the different regions of the country 

came across to share their views and opinions.    

Highly appreciating UNESCO's efforts and activities to protect the world cultural heritage, we are 

quite confident that the inclusion of Balaban performing art in the representative list of intangible 

cultural heritage of UNESCO as a joint initiative of Azerbaijani balaban performers, composers, 

artists and communities, will be supported by this prestigious organization. UNESCO has a very 

important role to play in the protection of every cultural heritage of universal significance, and its 

activities encourage creative people and citizens from all member countries, including Azerbaijan and 

Turkey, to preserve this art and pass it on to future generations.  

In this regard, our organization calls on UNESCO to include the Azerbaijani balaban art in the 

representative list of the intangible cultural heritage of mankind as a multinational element and 

expresses its readiness to take all necessary measures to safeguard and promote this art together with 

the state agencies. 

 

Best regards, 

Firangiz Alizade  

Chairperson of Azerbaijan Composers Union 

UNESCO Artist for Peace, Professor 





 

Translation into English 

 

Director-General of the United Nations Educational,  

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 

 Mrs. Audrey Azoulay 

 

Dear Director General, 

The initiative to introduce the Balaban art as a multinational nomination to the UNESCO Representative 
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage was put forward with the active participation of performers and artists 
engaged in its development.  

Balaban is one of the most important musical instruments of the communities living in Azerbaijan. The 
sound of Balaban resembles human whispering. The relaxing and whistling sounds of Balaban 
differentiates it from other musical instruments. In addition, Balaban more accurately expresses the 
sounds and shades of harmony of the human spiritual world, helping people better understand each other 
and share their heaviest sorrows. 

Balaban has known many incredibly talented performers in Azerbaijan since its creation. Today, Shirzad 
Fataliyev, Alikhan Samadov, Rafael Asgarov represent Azerbaijan worldwide. Balaban is also a favorite 
and indispensable musical instrument among youngsters. The performance of young professionals both in 
solo and in groups positively impacts the human spirit. 

Balaban is widely used as a solo and accompaniment in folk festivals, weddings, concerts, orchestras and 
ensembles. Balaban art is an integral part of the ancient culture of our communities. Thus, many people in 
Azerbaijan are specialized in balaban. 

In this regard, crafters and performers of our organization call for the inclusion of the art of balaban in the 
UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and expresses its readiness 
to take the necessary measures with state entities to safeguard and promote this art. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

Tariyel Mammadov, Chairperson 

Yaradici Teshebbusler Public Union  

 

 





Translation into English 

Director-General of the United Nations  
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  

(UNESCO), 
 Mrs Audrey Azouley 

 

Dear Mrs Director-General, 

Balaban is one of the traditional wind instruments of Azerbaijan. The art of Balaban in Azerbaijan has 
deep historic roots. As a result of archeological researches, the first prototype of balaban related to 
the period BC was found in Azerbaijan. Balaban has been used in traditional dastans in Azerbaijan, 
people’s oral literature, depicted in miniatures of Middles Ages traditional music gatherings, as well 
as in postage stamps on traditional musical instruments during the Soviet period. Balaban as an 
important element of Ashiq art has been always quite popular among practitioners in our country.  

This art has also played a role in the development of symphonic music in our country. Famous 
Azerbaijani composers paid great attention to the performance peculiarities of balaban. Solo 
performances of balaban were included by the legend of symphonic music Uzeyir Hajibeyli (1885-
1948) in his work “Ikinci fantaziya”, composer Muslim Magomayev (1885-1937) in his work 
“Azerbaycan chollerinde”, Haji Hanmammadov (1918-2005) in his work “Simfoniyetta” and in other 
works.  

In 2008, I published in Turkey a book called “Balaban method”, which is dedicated to this musical 
instrument. In this book, I described the crafting process of balaban and its use. Published in 3 
languages (Turkish, Russian and English), this 136-pages publication describes the making of balaban, 
performance, history and note-based teaching methodology. Communities enjoy balaban not only in 
Azerbaijan and Turkey, but also in the whole region and some other countries of the world. Once 
listening to the sound of balaban, many people cannot remain indifferent.  

Balaban ‘speaks’ in such a universal language, it finds its way to the spirit of people irrespective of 
their religion, language and nationality. It confirms the universality of the language of music for 
everyone. As someone involved in this art since many years, I particularly appreciate the initiative to 
propose multinational nomination for the inclusion of Balaban art in the Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.  

UNESCO is doing important work in protecting cultural heritage and in safeguarding every element 
of cultural heritage that bear value for the humanity. Its work and activities encourage individuals 
and communities in Azerbaijan and Turkey to maintain and transmit this element of cultural heritage 
to the next generation.  

I fully support the inclusion of Balaban art into the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity and commit myself to safeguard and promote this element. 

Best regards, 

Alikhan Samadov  

People’s Artist of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

Master performer of Balaban 





Translation into English 

 

 

Director-General of the United Nations Educational,  

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 

 Mrs. Audrey Azoulay 

 

Dear Director General, 

The role and importance of the art of balaban, an ancient wind musical instrument, in the Azerbaijani 
musical culture is enormous. Practitioners widely use it as a solo and accompaniment in folk festivals, 
weddings, concerts, orchestras and ensembles. In the Shirvan zone of Azerbaijan, balaban is the art of 
almost every family. Hundreds of balaban performers have chosen this art as their profession, thus 
they actively participate in folk festivals and weddings, as well as teach this instrument in music 
schools. The ancient Balaban performing art is a profession of many people in Azerbaijan and it is 
also known as one of the favorite musical instruments in the country. 

This element is a popular art form and is also practiced as a family profession. This tradition started in 
ancient times and continues to prosper today. As per custom, a new-born baby grows up with the 
sound of relaxing balaban along with the mother's lullaby in many regions of Azerbaijan. This type of 
performing art is also practiced in folk ceremonies and festivities in all the regions of the country. 

I strongly support the inclusion of balaban craftsmanship and performing art in the UNESCO 
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage as a multinational element. I believe that this step 
will help preserve and promote the cultural heritage of both Azerbaijan and Turkey. I also believe that 
the inclusion of the art of balaban in the list of intangible cultural heritage will positively impact all 
the people working in this field, namely higher and secondary education teachers and individual 
balaban performers.  

In conclusion, I would like to highlight that I fully support the initiative to include the art of Balaban 
in the above-mentioned list. 

Shirzad Fataliyev 

Balaban master, 

Honored Artist of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

 





Translation into English 

 

Director-General of the United Nations Educational,  

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 

 Mrs. Audrey Azoulay 

 

Dear Director General, 

Balaban art is a traditional element whose historical roots go back to the cultural life of the 
Azerbaijani people. The presentation to and approval by UNESCO will have a very positive impact 
on the lifestyle and on the creative potential of all the professionals working in this field, hundreds of 
teachers of higher and secondary education who are responsible for teaching and promoting this art to 
younger generation. Thus, the high appreciation given to this art by the international organization will 
foster a responsibility of the relevant local organizations in this field and will increase attention, 
motivation and creativity, along with writing new works of large and small scales for Balaban, 
creation of new teaching materials; it will also lead to wider production of instruments and other 
measures. The inscription of the Balaban art can expand cultural ties between peoples, which in its 
turn can create better conditions for the development and strengthening of creative relations and 
cultural diversity. This will improve the creative potential of people who have chosen this art as a 
profession (such as individual artists, teachers, as well as students) and are interested in all the aspects 
of Balaban.  

Although the balaban art is a particular art form, it is actually an indispensable part of the national 
culture, as a result, an integral component of the general human culture, serving its enrichment and 
development. The inclusion of the balaban art by Azerbaijan and Turkey in the UNESCO 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity will be a key tool for increasing 
interest and attention to this art, as well as for art exchange, cooperation and dialogue between 
communities, groups and individuals. This will find its way into the hearts of the people with its 
unique timbre and, as a result, will serve human culture. The inclusion of the art of Balaban in the 
UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Humanity will promote its 
preservation and development of this art at a high level both nationally and internationally. 

In this regards, our university welcomes the inclusion of the art of balaban in the UNESCO 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and expresses its confidence that 
UNESCO will support this proposal. 

 

Best regards, 

Jeyran Mahmudova 

Rector of Azerbaijani State University of Culture and Arts 

 





 

Translation into English 

 

 

Director-General of the United Nations Educational,  

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 

 Mrs. Audrey Azoulay 

 

Dear Director General, 

Balaban art is one of the main examples of the ancient musical culture of the Azerbaijani people. This 
art is closely connected not only with its performance, but also with the crafting of the balaban 
instrument. There are many craftspeople in Azerbaijan who make individual balabans with a special 
methodology. In addition, our organization plays a very important role in the development and 
restoration of this instrument. In many cities of the country, in Baku, Shamakhi, Mingachevir, Ganja, 
Nakhchivan, Guba, many small enterprises are specialized in the production of balaban musical 
instruments. However, in many cases, individual performers themselves carry out the preparation and 
repair of balaban musical instruments. 

The inclusion of the balaban art by Azerbaijan and Turkey in the UNESCO Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity will, first of all, enhance the interest and the attention paid 
to this art, as well as, will increase the production and restoration of this instrument. Thus, once the art 
of balaban is recognized at the UNESCO level, it will give an impetus for increasing the number of 
artists working with this instrument, fostering the public interest, creating specialties for training of 
balaban artists in technical colleges and vocational schools. Furthermore, it will provide an incentive 
to obtain the necessary type of wood and other equipment to create even more favourable conditions 
for crafting of this instrument by traditional methods. All the above-mentioned facts are of vital 
importance for the preservation of the professional and traditional Balaban art. 

Our National Conservatory enthusiastically supports the submission of balaban art and performance 
art by Azerbaijan and Turkey to be included in the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity and asks UNESCO to give a positive opinion on this initiative. As the 
rector of the National Conservatory, on behalf of the practitioners and the faculty of our school, I 
support this initiative with great pleasure. 

Best regards, 

Siyavush Karimi 

Rector of Azerbaijan National Conservatory 

 

 


