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ve Medeniyyet Te~kilatmm 
(UNESCO) Ba~ Direktoru 
xanim Odri Azuleye 

c;oxsahali Azarbaycan sanatkarl1g1 zangin inki~af yolu ke9ib. Onun maraqll va takrars1z 
sahalarindan biri da sadaf sanatidir. Sadaf sanati asrlar boyu Azarbaycan milli 
madaniyyatina kifayat qadar xidmat etmi~dir. Azarbaycan sanatkarllq novlari arasmda 
sadaf sanatinin rolu olduqca boy0k olmu~dur. Haz1rda sadaf sanatinin qorunub
saxlanilmas1, onun tabligi va galacak nasla otorulmasi ila bir 9ox fardi sanatkarlar 
ma~guldur. 

Sadaf sanati Azarbaycanin 9oxasrlik sanatkarllq tarixinin an maraqlI sahifalarindan 
biridir. Orta asrlarda Azarbaycan sanatkarlan yarad1c1l1q fantaziyasmin zanginliyi ila indi 
de bizi heyran edan va onu yaradan xalqin badii madaniyyatinin qadimliyini, 
9oxcahatliyini, oz0namaxsuslugunu s0but edan 9oxsayll memarllq, tasviri va dekorativ 
sanat asarlari yaratm1~lar va onlann 9oxu olka sanatkarl1gm1n q1zll fonduna daxil 
olmu~dur. Sadaf sanati madaniyyatimizin, milli adat-ananalarimizin, sanatkarllg1m1zm 
tarkib hissasidir. 

Hesab edirik ki, sadaf sanatinin UNESCO-nun Ba~ariyyatin Qeyri-maddi irs 
Reprezentativ siyah1s1na allnmas1 bu elementin 9oxlu da~1y1c1lannda boy0k ragbat hissi 
oyadacaq. Bu manada ta~kilat1m1z sadaf sanatinin hamin siyah1ya Azarbaycan va 
Turkiya tarafindan taqdim edilmasini alqI~layir va UNESCO tarafindan bu nominasiyani 
dastaklamaya 9agmr. 

Hormetle, 

"Effektiv Te~ebbusler Merkezi" iB-nin di Xanlar Memmedov 



Director-General of the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 

Mrs. Audrey Azoulay 

  

 

 

 

Dear Mrs Director- General, 

Azerbaijan's multifaceted traditional crafts have undergone rich development. One of its 

interesting and unique types is the art of mother of pearl inlay. Sustained by communities, 

this art has contributed to the culture of Azerbaijan for centuries. The role of the art of mother 

of pearl inlay among the traditional crafts of Azerbaijan has been significant. At present, 

multiple craftspeople of the art of mother of pearl inlay, individuals, continue safeguarding 

the element, promoting it and transmitting to the next generation. 

The art of mother of pearl inlay is one of the most interesting parts of the centuries-

old history of traditional crafts. In the Middle Ages, Azerbaijani masters have created 

numerous works using the mother of pearl inlay in architecture, fine and decorative arts, thus 

expressing the uniqueness and originality of this artistic culture of the masters themselves, 

who still amaze us and enrich us with the wealth of their creative imagination.  Many of their 

works are remembered and appreciated by communities in our country. The art of mother of 

pearl inlay is an integral part of our culture, national traditions and craftsmanship. 

We believe that the inclusion of the art of mother of pearl inlay in the UNESCO 

Representative List of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity will support the efforts of the 

bearers of this element. In this sense, our organization and craftspeople welcome the proposal 

from Azerbaijan and Turkey to include the art of mother of pearl inlay in this list and calls on 

UNESCO to support this nomination.  

  

Sincerely yours, 

Khanlar Mammadov, Effektiv Teshebbusler Public Union, Chairperson 
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Milli Dayarlarin Tabligina Dastak ictimai Birliyi 

AZ 1111, Bakr ~ahari, 
Nesimi rayonu, Cavadxan kii~. ev 68, manz. 43 

Elm, Tahsil va Madaniyyat iizra Birfa~mi~ 
Millatlar Ta§kilatmm (UNESCO) Ba§ 
Direktoru, xamm Odri Azuleya 

Hormatli xamm Azuley, 

Tel: +994 50 316 54 48 
e-mail: mubariz-askerov@mail.ru 

Azarbaycanda sadaf sanati madaniyyatimizin an miihiim va zangin sahifafarind,m biridir. 
asrlar boyu sadaf sanatkarlan ~oxlu zangin, oziinamaxsus sanat asarlarini yaratm1~lar. 
Miiasir dovriimiizda isa Azarbaycanda sadaf sanati yena da davam etdirilir. Bu ananalara 
sadiq qalan bir ~ox sanatkarlar1m1z var va biz birlikda bu sanati ya~atmaga ~ah§mq. 
Hesab edirik ki, bu ananavi sanatin olkamizda boyiik galacayi vard1r. 

Azarbaycanda sadaf sanati madani identikliyin tarkib hissasi kimi qabul edilir. Sadaf 
sanati ke~mi~dan giiniim iiza qadar madani alaqalari giiclandirir. Har bir sadaf i§inin asari 
madani yadda§m canhhgm1 tamin edir. Azarbaycanda sadaf sanatka.-lar1 ananavi xiisusi 
estetika va kompozisiya meyarlarma asasan .;oxlu §edevrlari yaratm1§ va yaratmaga 
davam edirlar. Sanatkarlar oz asarlarinda elementlarin harmoniyasm, tarn in edirlar. 

Hesab edirik ki, sadaf sanati madaniyyatimizin, milli adat-ananalarimizin tarkib 
hissasidir. Mahz buna gora ta~kilatim1z sadaf sanatinin YUNESKO-nun Ba~ariyyatin 
qeyri-maddi madani irsinin reprezentativ siyah1sma ~oxmillatli element kimi taqdim 
edilmasini tamamila dastaklayir va YUNESKO tarafindan bu elementinHesab edirik ki, 
sadaf sanati madaniyyatimizin, milli adat-ananalarimizin tarkib hissasidir. Mahz buna 
gora ta§kilahm1z sadaf sanatinin YUNESKO-nun Ba~ariyyatin qeyri-maddi madani 
irsinin reprezentativ siyah1sma ~oxmillatli element kimi taqdim edilmasini tamamila 
dastaklayir va YUNESKO tarafindan bu elementin tamddmasmda komaklik 
gostarmayiniz xahi~ edirik. lnanmq ki, bu addnnla bu qadim sanat noviina ictimai maraq 
bundan sonra daha da artacaq, onun ganc nasillara otiiriilmasina takan veriJacakdir. 

Rormatla, Miibariz asgarov 

oori, amakdar juroalist 



Ms Audrey Azoulay,  

Director-General of the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

  

 

 

 

 

Dear Mrs. Azoulay, 

The art of mother of pearl inlay in Azerbaijan has been one of the most important and rich 

pages of our culture. Over the centuries, masters of mother of pearl inlay have created many 

rich and unique works of this traditional craft. Even today, the art of mother of pearl inlay 

continues to live in Azerbaijan. We have many craftspeople, who are committed to 

safeguarding and transmitting these traditions, and together we try to keep this art alive. We 

believe that this traditional art has a great future in our country. 

The art of mother of pearl is considered by practitioners as a part of cultural identity. This art 

strengthens cultural ties between the past to the present. The work of each practitioner 

provides the vitality of the cultural memory of the whole community. The masters of mother 

of pearl inlay in Azerbaijan have created and continue to create many masterpieces based on 

traditional aesthetics and composition criteria. In their works, the masters ensure the harmony 

of all elements.     

We believe that the art of mother of pearl inlay is an integral part of our culture and national 

traditions. That is why our organization fully supports the inclusion of the art of mother of 

pearl inlay pearl art in the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

of Humanity as a multinational element, and we ask you to assist in the promotion of this 

element by UNESCO. We consider that this inscription will stimulate further the public 

interest to this ancient craft and support the transmission of the element to the young 

generations.  

Sincerely yours, 

Mubariz Asgerov  

Chairperson of ‘Obyektiv’ Public Union for Promotion and Support to Cultural Values 
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Horm.ltli xamm Azuley, 

25 mart 2021-ci ii 

Elm, TahsiJ va M;,daniyy.Jt iizr.l Birfa~mi~ 
Milbtlilr T;,~kilatmm (UNESCO) 
Ba~ Direktoru, xamm Odri Azuley.1 

Orta asrfar dovrii Azarbaycanm bir sira bolg;,farinda bir ~ox s.1n;,t sah;,l.lri in~af 
etmi~ Vil burada miixtalif san.ltkarlarm c.Jm oldugu sanatkarhq m.Jrk.Jzl.lri 
yaradtlm1~d1r. Az.Jrbaycan ustalarmm haz1rlad1qlan s;,natkarhq m;,inulatlan demak 
olar ki, Yaun ~.Jrqd.l oziin.Jm.lxsus yer tutmu~ va ~obr.lt tapmi~dir. 

S.Jd.lf S.ln.lti Az.Jrbaycan s.Jn.ltkarhgrnm inki~afmda miibiim rol oynam1~dir. 
Az.Jrbaycanda q.ld.imd.ln m.llum olan bu sanat novii ustala.r sayasinda bu giin d3 
ya~addmaqdadir. Sad.lf san.Jti a~yalarm b.lzJdilm.Jsind.J, onlara estetik gork;,m 
verilm.lsind.l istifad.l olunur. Miicrii, q.Jfomdan, giizgii, n.Jrdtaxta, r.Jhil hazirlanma 
prosesind.l s.ld.lf s.Jn.ltinm niimun.Jfarin.l rast g.llm.Jk olar. 

Bununla yana~1 qeyd edilm.Jlidir ki, Azarbaycamn milli musiqi abtl.Jrinin 
bazirlanmasmda sad;,ff;iliyin xiisusi rolu vardir. Bu i~fa m.1~qul olan sanatkarlann, o 
ciiml.ld.Jn tanmm•~ sazb.Jndfarin bir ~oxu onciil sadaf ustalar1drr va onlarrn al.Jtlilr 
iiz.Jrind.l yaratd1qlar1 s.1daf kompozisiyalannda r.Jssamhqla zarg.1r_lik biri-birini 
tamamlayu. 

Besa b edirik ki, s.ldaf s.Jnati Az.Jrbaycanda ya~ayan icmalarm m.Jd.1niyyatind.1 
miibiim rol oynayir. Bununla .Jlaqadar bu vacib elementin UNE.SKO-nun 
Ba~ariyyatin qeyri-maddi m.ld.lni irsini.n Reprezentativ Siyahisma Azarbaycan va 
Tiirkiy.J admdan daxil edilmasini d.1stakl.lyir v.l UNESKO-dan bu t.1~.1bbiis.1 miisb.Jt 
r.Jy verilm.Jsini xahi~ edirik. 

Hormatfa, 

"A~1q Pari M.lclisi" 0 ''"'i ictimai Birliyinin s.Jdri 

Parvan.l Mustafayeva 

~ ·-~. 



Ms Audrey Azoulay,  

Director- General of the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Mrs. Azoulay, 

During the Middle Ages, many fields of traditional crafts were developed in a number of 

regions of Azerbaijan and numerous craftspeople have established here their craft 

centers. The heritage of traditional crafts maintained by Azerbaijani masters has gained a 

special place and fame in the Middle East culture. 

The art of mother of pearl inlay has played a special role in the development of traditional 

crafts. This type of traditional craft, which has been known in Azerbaijan for a long time, 

is still alive today thanks to masters. The art of mother of pearl inlay is used to decorate 

objects and give them highly aesthetic appearance. Our craftspeople of mother of pearl inlay 

decorate objects such as pens, boxes, mirrors, backgammon boards, and others. 

We would also like to note that the art of mother of pearl inlay also plays an important role in 

crafting of musical instruments. The craftspeople involved in this work are excellent masters 

of mother of pearl inlay and the compositions they create while inlaying is a mixture of arts 

and jewelry.  

We believe that the art of mother of pearl inlay plays an important role in the culture 

of communities living in Azerbaijan. In this regard, we support the inclusion of this 

important element in the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage on 

behalf of Azerbaijan and Turkey and ask UNESCO to give positive feedback on this 

initiative. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ms Pervane Mustafayeva, Chairperson, Ashiq Peri Majlisi Public Union 
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Ta~kllatmm (UNESCO) Ba~ Direktoru, 
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Hormatli xanim Ba~ Direktor, 

Azerbnijnn Republic 
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Sadat sanati asrlar boyu Azarbaycan madaniyyatinin an zangin va maraqh sanat novlarindan biri olmu~dur. 

Hal-hazirda da bu sanat noviina sadiq qalan bir c;ox sanatkarlanm1z bu sanatinin qorunub-saxlanilmas,, onun 

tabligi va galacak nasla oturiilmasi ila ma~guldur. 

Sadaf sanati xatamkarhq (inkrustasiya) dekorativ-tatbiqi sanatin oziina maxsus bir novii olmaqla awalann 

bazadilmasinda, onlara estetik gorkam verilmasinda istifada olunur. Bu prosesda har hans, satha alava 

olunan - oyulub yerla~dirilan nax1~ va tasvirlar sadaf va digar materialdan olmaqla rangina, digar 

xiisusiyyatlarina gora farqlanir. Azarbaycanda lap qadimdan malum olan bu sanat novii bu giin da 

ya~ad1lmaqdad1r. Xatamkarhgm badii-texniki imkanlarm1 bziinda ifada edan miicr0, qalamdan, giizg0, 

nardtaxta, rahil, elaca da musiqi alatlari bu qabildandir. 

Sadaf sanati Azarbaycanda ya~ayan icmalarm madaniyyatinda, sanatkarlann hayatmda m0hiim rol oynaytr. 

Bununla alaqadar olaraq ta~kilat1m1z sadaf sanatinin UNESKO-nun Ba~ariyyatin qeyri-maddi madani irsinin 

reprezentativ siyah1sma Azarbaycan va Tiirkiya tarafindan daxil edilmasini dastaklayir. lnaninq ki, bu addtmla 

bu elementa ictimai maraq bundan sonra daha da artacaq, onun ganc nasillara ot0r0lmasina takan 

verilacakdir. 

Hormatla 

icra-;1 direktor Faxraddin Hasanzada 

------

CKaH1,1posaHo c CamScanner 



Director-General of the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 

Mrs. Audrey Azoulay 

  

 

 

 

 

Dear Mrs. Director- General, 

The art of mother of pearl inlay has been one of the richest and most interesting arts in the 

culture of Azerbaijani communities for centuries. Currently, a number of craftspeople in our 

country remain faithful to safeguarding and promoting this art, as well as transmitting this 

heritage to the next generation. 

The craft of mother of pearl inlay is an inherent form of decorative-applied art. Communities 

use the craft to decorate objects and give them an aesthetic appearance. Masters add patterns 

and drawings before inlaying the mother of pearl on the surface, which differ in color and 

other characteristics. This type of art, which has been known in Azerbaijan for a long time, is 

still alive today. Using different techniques of incrustation, craftspeople decorate objects like 

backgammon boards, boxes, mirrors, and musical instruments, through which masters 

express their artistic and technical capacities. 

The art of mother of pearl inlay plays an important role in the culture of the communities 

living in Azerbaijan, in the lives of the masters. In this regard, our organization supports 

the inscription of the art of mother of pearl inlay in the UNESCO Representative List of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by Azerbaijan and Turkey. We believe that this 

step will further increase the interest in this element and contribute to its transmission to the 

next generation. 

  

Sincerely yours, 

Fahraddin Hasanzade,  

Director of Education Center for Youth Non-governmental Organization 



61m, Tahsll va Madanlyyat ilzra Blrla$mi~ 

Mlllatlar Ta$kllattnm (UNESCO) Ba$ 

Dlrektoru, xanim Odrl Azuleya 

H6rmatll xamm Azuley, 

Sadat sanatl va ramzlarinln da$1y1c1lan xalq sanatkarland1r Sadat sanati Azarbaycan sanatkarlig1n1n 

an qatlfm sahatarlndan blrl olub va bu gi.ina qadar oz ahamiyyatin1 saxlam1$d1r Hamda ~.idal 

sanatlnln qorunub-saxlantlmas,, onun tebllgi va gelacak nasla oturulmasi Ha bir ~ox fardl sanatkar ar 
va ta$kllatlar ma$guldur. 

Bu sanatln qadim larixa mallk olmasin1 va onun yerll zamlnda inki$-af edarak y0ksalmasini olkamiza 

m0xtalil dovrlarda ta~rif buyurmu$ acnabi qonaqlar va sayyahfar oz yaztlarmda qeyd e1m1~lar rar1~ 

boyu ananavi olaraq blr ne~a cografl makanda ta$akkiil tapan bu sanat novii bi.Jtun Azarbaycan >diq, 

tarafindan zaman boyu sevllmi$ va rndinin oz0nda da sevllmakdadlr. Saclal sanati yetannca 

m0rakkab bir proses olaraq, miiayyan blr icma hahnda bir1a$an ustalartn va asrlar ,boyu naslld,m 

nasla $ifahi tarzda otilrillan blliklarln mahsuludur. Bu billklar arams,z olaraq sadat sanatkarlan 

siilalalari hesab1na davam etdlrllir va va$ad1hr. 

Sadaf sanatl sa11atkarllg1mmn tarkib hissasldlr va Azarbaycan madaniyyatlnda muhilm ro l oynd~or 

Hesab edlrik kl, sadaf sanatln ln UNESC::O-nun Ba~arlyyatin Qeyri-maddi irs Reprezentativ slyah,sma 

ahnmas, bu elementln ~oxlu dci$1y1c1larinda boylik stlmul veracak. Bu manada sadaf sanatlnln hamin 

slyah1ya Azarbaycan va Turkiya tar.ifindan taqdim edllmasinl alq1$lay1r va UNESKO tarafindan bu 

nominasiyani dastaklamaya ~tmram. 

Hormatla, 

Salam-zada Aynur 

lnkrustasfya va sadaf ilzarfnda I~ 



Ms Audrey Azoulay, Director-

 General of the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

 

 

 

 

Dear Mrs. Azoulay, 

The bearers of the art of mother in pearl inlay and its symbols are indeed masters of 

people. The art of mother in pearl inlay has been of the oldest types of Azerbaijani traditional 

crafts and has remained important for communities to this day. At present, a number of 

craftspeople and organizations are involved in safeguarding, promotion and transmission of 

this art to the next generation.   

Multiple foreign guests and travelers who have visited our country at different periods of 

history have noted in their writings that this heritage has been quite developed, which points 

to the rich history of this art on the local level. This type of crafts, which has traditionally 

been formed in several geographical areas throughout history, has been appreciated by all the 

people of Azerbaijan for a long time and is still loved today. The art of mother in pearl inlay, 

being rather a complex process and requiring a lot of skills, is the result of the work of the 

masters united in a certain community, where knowledge has been passed down orally from 

generation to generation for centuries. This knowledge is constantly maintained and 

safeguarded thanks to the families of the art of mother in pearl inlay craftspeople. 

The art of mother in pearl inlay is an integral part of our heritage and plays an important role 

in the Azerbaijani culture. I believe that the inclusion of the art of mother in pearl inlay in 

the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity will echo the 

aspirations of community members and encourage them to safeguard the element. In this 

sense, I welcome the proposal to submit the art of mother in pearl inlay to this list on behalf 

of Azerbaijan and Turkey and call on UNESCO to support this nomination. 

  

Sincerely yours, 

Aynur Salamzade, master of mother of pearl inlay 

  

 

 



Elm, Tehsil ve Medeniyyet Ozre Birle~mi~ 
Milletler Te~kilatrnrn (UNESCO) Ba~ 
Direktoru, 

xanim Odri Azuleye 

Hormetli xanim Ba~ Direktor, 

Her bir xalqrn tarixi yaratd191 senetkarlrq nOmunelerinde oz eksini tapir. Azerbaycan 
medeniyyetinin bir sahesi olan senetkarlrgrn artan rolu son iller bu saheye olan maragr artrrrb. 
XOsusile bu sahe Ozre Azerbaycan Respublikasrnrn vergi qanunvericiliyinde ustalar ve 
aidiyyeti icmalar 090n bir srra gOze~tler movcuddur: senetkarlrq sahesinde fealiyyet gosteren 
fiziki ~exslerin gelirleri gelir vergisinden azaddrr. 

Azerbaycanda sedef seneti senetkarlrgrn en mOhOm ve zengin sahelerinden biridir. 8srler 
boyu sedef senetkarlarr 9oxlu zengin, ozone mexsus senet eserlerini yaratmr~lar. Hal-hazrrda 
da Azerbaycanda sedef seneti yene de davam etdirilir, ya~adrlrr ve nesilden nesle otorOIOr. 
Sedef seneti medeniyyetimizin, milli adet-enenelerimizin, senetkarl191m1zrn terkib hissesidir. 

Bununla elaqedar sedef senetinin senetkarlar 090n ehemiyyetini nezere alaraq, bu elementin 
TOrkiye ve Azerbaycan terefinden UNESKO-nun Be~eriyyetin qeyri-maddi medeni irsinin 
reprezentativ siyahrsrna daxil edilmesini destekleyir ve UNESKO-dan bu te~ebbOse mOsbet 
rey verilmesini xahi~ edirem. 

Hormetle, 

Ceferov Fexreddin 

Zerger ve Sedef seneti Ozre usta 



Director-General of the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO), 

Mrs. Audrey Azoulay 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Mrs. Director-General, 

The history of each nation is reflected in the examples of its craftsmanship. In the recent 

years, the interest and attention to craftsmanship have grown, as an indispensable part of the 

Azerbaijani culture. In particular, the tax legislation now foresees privileges for craftspeople 

and relevant communities: masters working in the field of craftsmanship are now exempt 

from income tax. 

The art of mother in pearl inlay is one of the most important and rich aspects of traditional 

crafts in Azerbaijan. Over the centuries, the masters of the mother in pearl inlay have created 

many rich, unique works of craft. Even today, communities continue to keep alive the art of 

mother in pearl inlay and passed it down from generation to generation. The art of mother in 

pearl inlay is an integral part of our culture, cultural traditions and the whole domain of 

craftsmanship. 

In this regard, considering the importance of the art of mother in pearl inlay for communities, 

I fully support the inclusion of the element on behalf of Azerbaijan and Turkey on 

the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage and kindly ask to support 

this initiative. 

Sincerely yours, 

Fahraddin Jafarov, 

Master of the art of mother of pearl inlay 

 

 




