INVENTARUL
national al elementelor vii de patrimoniu cultural imaterial
(National Inventory of Active Intangible Cultural Heritage Elements)

—extras —

I. Domeniul:
- cunostinte si practici referitoare la natura si univers
- practici sociale, ritualuri si evenimente festive

I1. Elementul de patrimoniu cultural imaterial:

Termen standard: Transhumanta carpatici, parte a vietii
pastorale traditionale

Denumiri locale/regionale: ,,la baltad”, ,,la Baragan”, ,,la cdmp”, ,,la
drum” s.a.

Areal de manifestare: Pastoritul local si pendulator se practica pe
tot teritoriul tarii, Tn special in arealul carpatic. Transhumanta simpla si
reminiscentele acesteia se realizeaza in prezent in urmatoarele zone: Muscel
(sunt trei stdpani de munte care merg cu oile in Campia Gavanu-Burdea si
Campia Targovistei, in localitdtile Rucar, Dragoslavele, Jugur, Matau,
Boteni); Bran — Moieciu (ciobanii merg cu oile in Tara Oltului si in
Depresiunea Brasov; localitatile Fundata, Sirnea, Magura, Pestera, Moieciu,
Bran); Marginimea Sibiului (iernatul se face in Depresiunea Sibiului,
Podisul Secaselor, Depresiunea Siliste si Podisul Hartibaciului, n
localitatile Jina, Poiana Sibiului, Rod, Tilisca, Rasinari, Sadu, Rau Sadului
etc.); Covasna (localitatile Voinesti, Bretcu, Zabala, Intorsura Buziului,
Papauti); Sacele-Brasov; Vaideeni, Baia de Fier, Polovragi, Novaci;
Perisani (localitatile Malaia, Boisoara, Caineni, Racovita, Titesti;
Marginimea Sebesului (localititile Sugag, Sasciori, Pianu); Vrancea
(localitatile Soveja, Naruja, Nistoresti, Tulnici, Paltin, Nereju, Barsesti,
Coza, Paulesti, Negrilesti); Nucsoara (localititile Bradetu, Corbi, Galesu,
Domnesti, Arefu, Oesti); Depresiunea Petrosani — tinutul momarlanilor
(localitatile Petrila, Jiet, Campa, Rascoala, Tirici, Popi, Taia, Maleia,
Slatinoara, Livezeni, Dalja Mare, Banita, Campu lui Neag); Depresiunea
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Hateg (localitdtile Barda, Clopotiva, Pui, R&u de Mori); Sangeorz Bai
(Muntii Rodnei).

Arealul de manifestare a transhumantei in trecut. Pentru folosirea
eficientd a pasunilor si fanetelor aflate la mare distanta de sat, uneori la sute
de kilometri pana in Campia Jijiei — in nord-est, iar in sud-est pana la Baltile
si Delta Dundrii, pana pe tdrmul Marii Adriatice si Gurile Bosforului, prin
stepele Rusiei, s.a. Astfel, pastorii au trasat ,,drumuri ale oilor” si ,,drumuri
ale sarii” (vezi Harta drumurilor de transhumanta din Romdania, autor
Tiberiu Morariu, 1942), care, ulterior, au devenit importante artere de
circulatie. Traiectoriile oierilor transhumanti vorbitori de limbad roména s-au
ntins Tn nord-vest pana la vechile asezari valahe din Carpatii nordici de pe
teritoriile de astdzi ale Poloniei, Slovaciei si Cehiei, acolo unde prezenta
oierilor valahi este doveditd prin terminologia pastoreasca din graiuri si
onomasticd, prin elemente etnografice sau prin specificul produselor agro-
alimentare.

Urcatul oilor la munte, comuna Corbi, jud. Arges. Foto: Iulian Vlad (2017)
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Descriere sumard a elementului:

Definire. Transhumanta este o deplasare temporard, altitudinala si
latitudinala a turmelor de oi pentru iernat, o faza avansata a pastoritului,
aparutd din necesitatea folosirii eficiente a pasunilor si a fAnetelor situate la
mare distantd de satul de origine al oierilor (cf. Lucian David). Ca ipostaza
a unei indeletniciri traditionale a poporului romén, pastoritul transhumant s-
a dezvoltat complementar cu pastoritul local si cu cel pendular, fiind
practicat, conform izvoarelor istorice, incepand cu secolele al XIV-lea si al
XV-lea in special de catre oierii transilvaneni.

Manifestdndu-se initial ca un proces economic determinat de
cresterea fara precedent a turmelor de oi, lipsa furajelor pentru iernat si
dezvoltarea locala si regionald a pietelor cu produse de profil, transhumanta
a devenit un fenomen cultural, social, demografic si ecologic, ce a
determinat exploatarea de noi spatii de pasunat, schimbul de elemente
culturale intre indivizi i comunitati, aparitia de drumuri comerciale,
infiintarea de noi asezari, crearea de toponime si antroponime, contribuit
astfel la mentinerea unitatii poporului roméan.

In ciuda declinului pe care pastoritul transhumant l-a suferit
incepénd cu cea de-a doua jumatate a secolului al XIX-lea, acestd ocupatie
cu caracter istoric a poporului roméan continud sa reprezinte mijlocul
principal de subzistentd al unui numar important de practicanti din zonele
traditionale de manifestare, ce conserva trasaturile exponentiale ale
economiei pastorale stabilite acum cateva secole. Prin urmare, astazi,
transhumanta reprezinta un ansamblu complex de manifestari economice si
socio-culturale configurate in jurul pastoritului de amplitudine, conferind
identitate satului pastoral montan cu specific transhumant si gospodariei
taranesti.

Transhumanta are doud subtipuri:

c.1. simpld, varatul oilor se face (uneori impreuna cu vacile din sat)
la stanele din mosia localitatilor din apropiere (pe munte), iar tomnatul,
iernatul, primavaratul oilor (vacile riman in sat) are loc in zonele joase
depresionare sau de campie la o distantd de maxim 100 kilometri de sat.

c.2. ampla, varatul oilor se face (uneori impreuna cu vacile din sat)
la stanele din mosia localitatilor din apropiere (pe munte), iar tomnatul,
iernatul, primavaratul oilor (vacile rdméan in sat) se desfasoara in Campia
Roména, Podisul Dobrogei, Béltile si Delta Dunarii, Campia Transilvaniei,
Céampia de Vest etc.
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nshumanta din Romdnia. Sursa: Tiberiu Morariu, Pastoritul in Alpii Francezi si in Carpati, In
,.Sociologie romaneascd”, anul IV, nr. 07-12, iulie-decembrie 1942, p. 375-393.

Elemente socio-culturale asociate elementului:

Existenta transhumantei 1n spatiul locuit de roméni a condus la crearea si
colportarea unor cunostinte si practici transmise din generatie in generatie
cu privire la itinerarii, mediul inconjurdtor, credinte si idei populare cu
privire la flord si fauna, calendarul agro-pastoral (ocupational, folcloric si
crestin), meteorologie si astronomie populard, medicina veterinara empirica,
prepararea hranei si a produselor si subproduselor traditionale de stana. De
pilda, aceasta cunoastere a mediului de catre oierul transhumant este evocata
pertinent Tn denumirile populare ale unor plante de leac, cum sunt limba
mielului, traista ciobanului, spanacul ciobanilor, mdciuca ciobanului,
ldnarita, scai magaresc, iarba untului, untisor, limba oii, coada mielului,
stevia stanelor etc.
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Strunga oilor (Coliba lui Capotd Dumitru), Rasinari, jud. Sibiu. Foto: Lucian David (iulie 2020)

Vechimea ocupatiei este confirmatd de folclorul pastoral (literar,
muzical, coregrafic), dintre care se disting cantecele epice cu tematica
pastorald (cantiti picurdaresti, in dialectul aroman), dintre care cea mai
importanta este balada Miorita, iar din repertoriul muzical ritual-ceremonial
pastoral melodiile Cénd urca oile la munte, La masurat, La facutul casului, A
oilor, Cantec ciobdanesc, Cénd coboara oile de la munte. Semnalele pastorale au
o functie semiotica precisa, iar dintre acestea mentionam: Chemarea oilor, Pe
drum, Porneala, Sireagul, La muls s.a. Dintre cantecele pastorale propriu-zise, se
disting: Mi-a trecut Vinerea Mare, Mdi ciobane de la oi, Pe drumul Banatului.
Oieritul a consacrat de asemenea instrumente muzicale pastorale traditionale,
cum ar fi fluierul, buciumul, tilinca, cimpoiul. Dansuri create Tn mediul pastoral
sunt Ciobanasul si Mocancuga.

De asemenea, cunostintele etnozootehnice ale oierului transhumant
s-au materializat in folosirea animalelor de tractiune pentru deplasarea
inventarului pastoral. Magarul, animalul folosit cu precddere in
transhumanta oierilor romani, a dovedit o inteligenta deosebita de alegere a
celor mai usor de traversat cardri si trecatori montane. Nelipsit pe drumurile
transhumantei a fost cdinele, preferate fiind rasele de caini ciobénesti de talie
mare capabile sd pazeasca turma de animale sélbatice, rase care azi sunt
recunoscute sub denumirile: Ciobdnesc romdnesc carpatin, Ciobdnesc
romdnesc mioritic, Ciobanesc romadnesc de Bucovina, precum si ciini de
talie mica capabili sd mane oile.



Storsul urdei in strecur3, Stana lzvorul Cailor, Muntii Rodna. Foto: Lucian David (august 2016)

Din cultura pastorald transhumanta fac parte si cunostintele legate
de produsele alimentare, caci valorificarea laptelui reprezintd o
caracteristicd a pastoritului transhumant roméanesc. Dintre produsele
pastorale traditionale din lapte, cele mai importante sunt: branza de burduf,
casul (afumat, uscat, covrigi de cas, papusi de cas), urda, untul, telemeaua.
O reteta traditionala de prelucrare si conservare a carnii este sloiul de oaie,
preparat specific pastoral obtinut prin fierberea, urmatd de conservarea
anaeratd 1n recipiente de lemn a cérnii de oaie.

Transhumanta a sustinut practicarea unor mestesuguri si ocupatii
asociate: fabricarea de obiecte necesare la stana, a articolelor de
imbracaminte specifice, a unor instrumente muzicale, comertul de produse
rezultate, elemente de arhitecturd tiraneasca, de la anexele stanii (tarla,
strunga, comarnicul), la locuinta temporara (surla) si pana la gospodarii
complexe de oieri, formarea si conservarea de asezari agropastorale specifice.

Transhumanta a permis de asemenea, de-a lungul timpului, crearea
si conservarea de comunititi umane care graviteaza in jurul acestei ocupatii,
puternice legdturi sociale intre practicanti, grupuri socio-profesionale,
devenind un factor care genereaza identitate locala, regionald si nationala.

Practicanti — comunitati, grupuri, persoane: Crescatori de ovine;
ciobani, asociatii de oieri, asociatii de proprietari de stini, asociatii
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profesionale ale ciobanilor, Federatia Oierilor Montani din Romania,
grupuri de producdtori Cooperativa Agricold de Gradul I, Grupul de
Producidtori Singeorz-Bai; iIntreprinderi individuale sau familiale pentru
cresterea ovinelor, bovinelor; asociatii de crescatori de ovine afiliate la
Federatia Crescatorilor de Ovine si Caprine din Romania s.a.

Categorie de virsta: 15-85 de ani.

Sexul: barbati si femei.

Categorie socioprofesionala: diverse categorii socioprofesionale.

Nationalitatea: romana.

Starea actualid a elementului (viabilitate, pericole): Pastoritul
traditional a jucat un rol important in viata si istoria poporului roméan, fiind
un factor esential pentru mentinerea coeziunii noastre nationale si
lingvistice. Pastrarea traditiei pastoritului, cu cresterea animalelor pe pasune
si deplasarea turmelor, trebuie sd reprezinte o prioritate la nivel national,
intrucét aceastd ocupatie contribuie la conservarea existentei gospodariei
taranesti agropastorale si a produselor ei, precum si la mentinerea
biodiversitatii pasunilor alpine. In ultimii ani, se observa degradarea vietii
in zona rurald montand, abandonul ocupatiilor traditionale, depopularea
accentuatd, scdderea numarului de pastori, fragmentarea terenurilor
agricole, disparitia pietei lanii si introducerea de reglementari stricte privind
conditiile sanitar-veterinare de preparare a branzeturilor si de bundstare a
animalelor transhumante. Toate aceste fenomene pun In pericol nsasi
existenta acestei traditii seculare, cu consecinte majore asupra pierderii
ireversibile a identitatii culturale a unor comunitati si asupra intreruperii
transmiterii traditiei cdtre generatiile tinere. Multa vreme taranul a modificat
treptat si lent pimantul pe care triieste si pe care il foloseste. In ultimii ani,
acelasi spatiu locuit de el este schimbat intr-un ritm alert. Peisajul pastoral
sufera modificari, iar in unele cazuri, are loc o transformare radicala ce pune
in pericol biodiversitatea si mostenirea culturald a microzonelor pastorale.
Nu intamplator, teritoriile rurale sunt in centrul mizelor importante ale
Europei in ceea ce priveste dezvoltarea durabild, iar zonele unde se practica
astdzi transhumanta apartin, in marea lor majoritate, unor arii naturale
protejate.

Dupa anul 1990, transhumanta incepe sa dispara ca forma arhaica de
pastorit, ca urmare a unor factori de natura sociald, educationald, economica si
politica, iar prin aderarea Roméniei la Uniunea Europeand, regulile formei
clasice, traditionale a transhumantei s-au schimbat, acestea fiind nlocuite de
normative specifice de bunastare a animalelor. Deoarece pastoritul transhumant
se integreaza armonios in conceptul mai larg al economiei sustenabile, bazat pe
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echilibrul resurselor, conservarea si Incurajarea acestei indeletniciri trebuie sa
devina proprietati ale managementului agricol si de protectie a mediului la nivel
national si european.

Masuri de salvgardare/protejare:

Protejarea si conservarea practicilor si traditiilor din gospodaria
taraneasca cu specific pastoral fac parte din strategia de dezvoltare durabila
a zonei montane din Romania, iar Ministerul Agriculturii si Dezvoltarii
Rurale prin Agentia Nationald a Zonei Montane si Ministerul Mediului,
Apelor si Padurilor sunt direct implicate In elaborarea strategiilor si
politicilor de conservare a ecosistemului antropogen din zona montana a
Romaniei. Tn acest sens, in ultimele decenii au fost emise mai multe acte
normative care contin reglementari ce incurajeaza continuarea practicarii
pastoritului, in toate formele sale:

Masuri viitoare de salvgardare/protejare:

Cea mai importantd masura care priveste protejarea si conservarea
practicilor pastorale in Romania este elaborarea Legii Péistoritului de catre
Ministerul Agriculturii si Dezvoltarii Rurale prin Agentia Nationald a Zonei
Montane, Ministerului Mediului, Apelor si Padurilor, si alte ministere
implicate, impreund cu practicantii activi ai pastoritului si asociatiile
crescatorilor de animale.

Acest act normativ priveste practicarea pastoritului, protejarea si
dezvoltarea pastoritului care presupune deplasarea turmelor, prin punerea in
valoarea a componentelor sale sociale, economice, de mediu si culturale,
exploatarea rationald si durabild a resurselor pastorale si solutionarea
litigiilor care pot aparea pe parcursul deplasarii turmelor.

Contributia comunititilor, a indivizilor, a institutiilor si a
organizatiilor non-guvernamentale:

Comunitatile purtatoare de patrimoniu, sustinute de catre organizatiile
nonguvernamentale ale oierilor, crescatorilor privati, de autoritati si de institutii
publice au inventariat traditia transhumantei si sustin masurile de salvgardare a
acestui element. Cercetatorii din diverse domenii (etnografie, geografie,
folcloristica, sociologie, etnomuzicologie, istoria limbii, etnolingvistica,
agricultura, ecologie si protectia mediului, turism etc.) au descris pe larg
fenomenul transhumantei in studii de specialitate incepand cu secolul al XIX-lea
si pana 1n prezent. Alte institutii culturale si reprezentanti ai administratiei locale
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sustin si promoveaza acest element prin organizarea de ateliere, trguri, festivaluri
de profil. Detinatorii unitatilor de agroturism din localitatile-satelit, ghizi
specializati din aceste zone cu mare potential turistic recomanda clientilor
vizitarea stanelor din zona si achizitionarea de produse specifice.

Cercetarea de teren pentru documentarea si inventarierea acestei traditii
a fost realizatd de CS II dr. Lucian David (Institutul de Etnografie si Folclor
»Constantin Brailoiu”, Academia Roména, Bucuresti) si conf. univ. dr. Tulian
Vlad (Universitatea de Stiinte Agronomice si Medicinad Veterinara din Bucuresti).
Au mai contribuit experti de la Agentia Nationala a Zonei Montane din cadrul
Ministerului Agriculturii si Dezvoltarii Rurale (conf. univ. dr., subsecretar de
stat Avram Fitiu, director Veronica Baciu, consilier superior Sabin Farcas,
consilier superior Corin Ciordas), de la Ministerul Mediului, Apelor si
Padurilor (dr. economist Marisanda Pirfianu; Madalina Cozma, dr. ecolog
Doina Cioaca, consilier superior Liliana Virtopeanu, consilier Alexandra Popa),
de la Institutul de Etnografie si Folclor ,,C. Brailoiu” (CS I dr. Marian Lupascu),
de la Universitatea ,,Alexandru Ioan Cuza” din Iasi (CS dr. losif Camara). Din
partea Comisiei Nationale pentru Salvgardarea Patrimoniului Cultural Imaterial
au participat CS I dr. Emil Tircomnicu (presedintele CNSPCI) si CS drd. lozefina
Postavaru (Institutul National al Patrimoniului).

Colectarea datelor, implicarea comunitatii si consimta-mantul:
Autoritatile publice reprezentate de Comisia Nationald pentru Salvgardarea
Patrimoniului Cultural Imaterial a Ministerului Culturii, Ministerul
Agriculturii si Dezvoltarii Rurale, Ministerul Mediului, Apelor si Padurilor
au colaborat cu specialistii CS II dr. Lucian David si conf. univ. dr. Iulian
Vlad, care au realizat culegerea datelor si cercetarile de teren, iar oieri si
proprietari privati din Asociatia Crescatorilor de Ovine ,,Corbii de Piatra”,
afiliati la Federatia Oierilor de Munte din Romania si Cooperativa Agricola
de Gradul I, Grupul de Producatori Sangeorz-Bai au fost consultati cu
privire la introducerea Transhumantei carpatice, parte a vietii pastorale
traditionale in curentul inventar national si, sub egida UNESCO, pe Lista
reprezentativa a elementelor de patrimoniu cultural imaterial al umanitatii.

La realizarea acestui raport au contribuit cu materiale
stiintifice: CS Il dr. Lucian David (Institutul de Etnografie si Folclor
,»Constantin Briiloiu”, Academia Romana, Bucuresti), conf. univ. dr. [ulian
Vlad (Universitatea de Stiinte Agronomice si Medicind Veterinard din
Bucuresti), consilier superior Sabin Farcas (Agentia Nationald a Zonei
Montane din cadrul Ministerului Agriculturii si Dezvoltarii Rurale).
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Raportul a fost realizat de:

Numele si prenumele: dr. loana Baskerville

Functia/institutia: cercetdtor stiintific principal grad II, Departamentul de
Etnologie al Institutului de Filologie Romana ,,A. Philippide”, Academia
Roména — Filiala Iasi, membra in Comisia Nationald pentru Salvgardarea
Patrimoniului Cultural Imaterial.

Data: 01.09.2020

Festivalul ,,Sarbatoarea Strabunilor” in Tinutul Graniceresc — Transhumanta, Stana Popas Putredu Moara.
Foto: Dorin Circu, 2019

Harta Denumirea pazitorului de animale, autori Emil Tircomnicu, Lucian David, Atlasul Etnografic Roman, vol.
11, Ocupatiile, coord. lon Ghinoiu, Editura Academiei Roméane, Bucuresti, 2005
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National Inventory of Active Intangible Cultural Heritage Elements

—extract —

I. Domain:
- knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe;
- social practices, rituals, and festive events.

I1. Name of the intangible cultural heritage element:

The standard term: Carpathian transhumance, element of
traditional pastoralism

Local/ regional names: “la balta” (“at the water”), “la Baragan”
(“at Baragan™) “la camp” (“‘at the field”), ,,Jla drum” (“on the way”), etc.

Geographical location of the element: Local and pendulatory
pastoralism is practiced all over the country, and especially within the
Carpathian area. The actual transhumance and its reminiscences are at the
present time practiced in the following areas: Muscel (there are three sheep
owners that go with their sheep on the Gavanu-Burdea Plain and the Plain
of Targoviste, in Rucdr, Dragoslavele, Jugur, Matau, Boteni); Bran —
Moieciu (shepherds go with their flocks in the Country of Olt and in Brasov,
localities of Fundata, Sirnea, Magura, Pestera, Moieciu, Bran); Marginimea
Sibiului (the winter pastures are situated on the Plateau of Sibiu, Secaselor
Plateau, Saliste Plateau and Hartibaciului Plateau, in Jina, Poiana Sibiului,
Rod, Tilisca, Rasinari, Sadu, Rau Sadului, etc.); Covasna (Voinesti, Bretcu,
Zabala, Intorsura Buzaului, Papauti); Sicele-Brasov; Vaideeni, Baia de
Fier, Polovragi, Novaci; Perisani (Malaia, Boisoara, Caineni, Racovita,
Titesti); Marginimea Sebesului (Sugag, Sasciori, Pianu); Vrancea
(Soveja, Naruja, Nistoresti, Tulnici, Paltin, Nereju, Barsesti, Coza, Paulesti,
Negrilesti); Nucsoara (Bradetu, Corbi, Galesu, Domnesti, Arefu, Oesti);
Petrosani Plateau (Petrila, Jiet, Campa, Rascoala, Tirici, Popi, Taia,
Maleia, Slatinoara, Livezeni, Délja Mare, Banita, Campu lui Neag); Hateg
Plateau (Barda, Clopotiva, Pui, Rau de Mori); Sangeorz Bai (Rodnei
Mountains).



Geographical location of the element in the past. In order to
appropriately use the pastures and hayfields, shepherds and their flocks
travelled over long distances, sometimes hundreds of kilometres from their
villages of origin (as far as the Jijiei Plain, in the northeast, and in the
southeast as far as the Danube Delta, reaching even the shore of the Adriatic
Sea and up to the Bosphoros, towards the great Russian steppes, and
beyond). Therefore, the shepherds established “sheep roads” and “salt
roads” (see The Map of the transhumance itineraries in Romania, by Tiberiu
Morariu, 1942), which eventually became important circulation networks.
The itineraries of Romanian-speaking transhumant shepherds extended in
the northwest as far as the old Wallachian localities in the Northern
Carpathians that are integrated today into the territories of Poland, Slovakia,
and the Czech Republic, where the presence of the Wallachian shepherds is
proven by pastoral terminology in local dialects and onomastics, by
ethnographic elements and specific products and by-products.

Flocks going up to the mountain, Corbi, Arges county. Photo: lulian Vlad (2017)
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Brief description of the element:

Definition. Transhumance is a temporary displacement, both in
altitude and latitude, of the sheep flocks according to the availability of
resources. It is an advanced phase of the development of sheep herding, that
appeared to properly use the pastures and hayfields situated a great distance
from the shepherds’ village of residence (cf. Lucian David). As a
fundamental and traditional occupation of the Romanian people,
transhumant pastoralism developed in complementarity with local and
pendulatory pastoralism. According to historical documents, transhumance
was practiced starting in the 14™ and 15" centuries and especially by
Transylvanian shepherds.

Starting as an economic process determined by unprecedented
extension of livestock, lack of winter fodder resources, and the local and
regional development of markets with specific products and by-products,
transhumance became a true cultural, social, demographic and ecological
phenomenon, that determined the exploitation of new pasturing sites, the
exchange of cultural information between individuals and communities, the
emergence of new commercial roads and localities, the creation of toponyms
and anthroponyms, all of which contributed to conserving the Romanian
people’s cultural unity.

In spite of the decline that transhumant pastoralism suffered starting
in the second half of the 19" century, this historical occupation of the
Romanian people continued to represent the main means of subsistence for
an important number of practitioners, preserving the exponential features of
the pastoral economy established centuries ago. Therefore, transhumance
today represents a complex assemblage of economic, social and cultural
manifestations configured around mobile pastoralism. It ensures a certain
identity to the Romanian pastoral village of transhumant activities, as well
as to the pastoral household.

Transhumance has two subtypes:

c.1. simple — summer grazing of sheep (sometimes together with the cows
from the village) is undertaken at the sheepfolds inside the nearby localities
(situated in mountain areas), and the autumn, winter and spring grazing of
sheep alone (cows stay in the village) takes place in the low parts of plateaus
or of fields, at a distance of no more than 100 km from the village.

c.2. extensive — summer grazing of sheep (sometimes together with the cows
from the village) is undertaken at sheepfolds inside the nearby localities
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(situated in mountain areas), and the autumn and spring grazing of sheep
alone (cows stay in the village) is undertaken in the Wallachian Plain,
Dobrogea Plateau, Danube Meadows and Delta, Transylvanian Plateau, etc.
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Map of transhumant roads in Romania (Tiberi'u Morariu, Pastoritul in Alpii Francezi si in Carpati, In
»Sociologie romaneasca”, anul IV, nr. 07-12, iulie-decembrie 1942, p. 375-393.)

Social and cultural phenomena associated to the element:

The practice of transhumance in areas inhabited by Romanians
encouraged the creation and transmission of knowledge and practice from one
generation to the next. This includes knowledge about pathways in the
mountain environment, knowledge of flora and fauna, the agricultural and
pastoral calendar (combining occupational, folkloric and Christian elements),
folk meteorology and astronomy, veterinary medicine, and traditional cooking
of sheepfold products.

Sheep husbandry is part of a complex peasant economy that is
generally sustainable and friendly to the environment, also offering
psychological comfort to community members through specific rituals.
Transhumance thus created the background for the performance of certain



rituals, ceremonies, popular traditions, and social events, among which the
most important ones are the pastoral holidays.
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Rasinari, Sibiu. Photo: Lucian David (2020)

The ancient quality of this occupation is confirmed by pastoral
folklore (literary, musical, choreographical), such as epic poetry with
pastoral subjects Sheep husbandry also determined the creation of specific
pastoral musical instruments such as the whistle, the horn, tilinca (an old
type of whistle without finger holes), and bagpipe.

Additionally, the ethnozoological knowledge of the transhumant
shepherd was proven through the use of traction animals to transport the
sheepfold inventory. The donkey — an animal used frequently by Romanian
transhumant shepherds, showed a great capacity to choose the easiest
pathways across the mountains. Another essential animal accompanying the
flocks is the dog. Romanian transhumant shepherds prefer large sheepdogs
that can protect the flocks from wild animals. Preferred watchdog breeds
are: Romanian Carpathian Shepherd Dog, Mioritic Shepherd Dog, Bucovina
Shepherd Dog (also named Southeast European Shepherd), along with
smaller dogs able to guide the flocks.

An important component of traditional pastoral knowledge relates to
food, given the fact that milk processing is one feature of Romanian
transhumance. A much appreciated mutton specialty is sloiul de oaie, a
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traditional pastoral product produced by boiling of mutton, which is
afterwards sealed in an airtight wooden container.

lzvorul Cailor, Rodna Mountains. Photo: Lucian David (2016)

Transhumance also encouraged handicrafts with associated
occupations, such as the manufacture of various objects necessary within the
sheepfold, clothing, musical instruments, or trade with sheep husbandry
products. Transhumance also implies vernacular architectural elements, from
the parts of the sheepfold, such as tarla (“sheepcot”), strunga (the walk-
through milking parlor) to surla (the short-term shepherd’s hut), and complex
shepherd households eventually created localities adapted to the needs and
lifestyle of pastoral activities.

In time, transhumance also encouraged the emergence and
preservation of communities based on transhumance. Through creating
strong social ties between practitioners and particular socio-professional
groups, transhumance strengthened local, regional, and national identity.

Practitioners — communities, groups, individuals: Sheep breeders;
shepherds, shepherds’ associations, sheep owners and sheepfold owners’
associations, professional associations of shepherds, The Mountain
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Shepherds Federation of Romania, specialized producers’ groups such as
Cooperativa Agricola de Gradul I, Grupul de Producatori Singeorz-Bai;
privately or family owned small-scale businesses for sheep and cows
breeding; small association of sheep breeders affiliated to the The
Federation of Sheep and Goats Breeders in Romania, etc.

Age category: 6-70 years old

Gender: men and women

Socio-professional categories: shepherds and other socio-
professional categories.

Nationality: Romanian

Current status of the element (viability, dangers): Traditional sheep
husbandry played an important role in the history of the Romanian people as
an essential factor in maintaining national and linguistic unity. Preservation
of pastoral tradition, including pasturing and movement of flocks, should
represent a priority for stakeholders, given its great contribution to the
maintaining of a peasant household of pastoral and agricultural identity and
its products and by-products, as well as the protection of alpine pastures’
biodiversity. In recent years, living conditions have become more difficult in
mountain areas, traditional occupations are abandoned, demography is
decreasing, the number of shepherds is diminishing, agricultural lands are
fragmented, the wool market is disappearing and strict sanitary and veterinary
regulations are imposed regarding the processing of milk, cheese-making and
welfare of transhumant animals. All these factors endanger this tradition, and
this process has major consequences, including the irreversible loss of cultural
identity of some communities and the disruption of the passing down of skills
and practices to the young generation. For a long time, Romanian peasants
gradually modified the land on which they lived and worked. Lately this realm
is rapidly changed. The pastoral landscape suffers modifications, and in some
cases a radical transformation takes place and endangers the biodiversity and
cultural heritage of the pastoral micro-zones. It is not without significance that
rural territories are at the center of important European strategies for
sustainable development, and the areas where transhumance is practiced today
mostly belong to protected areas.

After the 1990s, transhumance as an archaic form of sheep husbandry
started to disappear as a consequence of social, educational, economic and
political factors, and after Romania joined the European Union, the rules of
classical and traditional transhumance also changed, being replaced by norms
designed to improve animal welfare. Given that transhumant sheep husbandry
is organically integrated within the larger concept of sustainable economy,
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based on the balance of resources, preserving, and encouraging this
occupation needs to become part of agricultural and environmental protection
management on a national and European level.

Safeguarding/ protecting measures:

The protection and preservation of practices and traditions specific to
pastoral peasant farms are part of the sustainable development strategy of
the Romanian mountain area, and the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development, through the National Agency of the Mountain Area and the
Ministry of the Environment, Waters and Forests, is directly involved in
creating strategies and policies for protecting the anthropogenic ecosystem
particular to the area.

Expected safeguard/ protection measures:

The Ministry of Environment, Waters, and Forests and the Ministry
of Agriculture, Rural Development, and the National Agency of the
Mountain Area, together with the association of animal breeders, will

The most important measure designed to protect and preserve
pastoral practices in Romania is the draft Pastoralism Law, proposed by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, through the National
Agency of the Mountain Area, the Ministry of Environment, Waters, and
Forests, and other connected ministries, together with active practitioners of
sheep husbandry and national associations of animal breeders.

This law concerns the practice of pastoralism, the protection and
development of this occupation that supposes the mobility of flocks through
emphasizing its social, economic, environmental and cultural features, the
rational and sustainable use of pastoral resources and the finding of solutions
for the legal issues that may appear regarding the itineraries of mobile
pastoralism.

The contribution of communities, individuals, institutions, and
NGOs:

The community of bearers and practitioners supported by NGOs,
local authorities and state institutions inventoried the transhumance practice,
described it and registered it and support the safeguarding strategies of this
element.

The fieldwork for the purpose of documenting and inventorying this
tradition was undertaken by senior researcher dr. Lucian David (“Constantin
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Brailoiu” Institute of Ethnography and Folklore of the Romanian Academy,
Bucharest) and associate prof. dr. lulian Vlad (University of Agronomical
Sciences and Veterinary Medicine in Bucharest). Other contributions were
offered by experts from the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
(associate prof. dr., subsecretary of state Avram Fitiu, director of National
Agency of the Mountain Area Veronica Baciu, senior counsellor Sabin
Farcas, senior counsellor Corin Ciordas), from the Ministry of Environment,
Waters and Forests (dr., economist Marisanda Piriianu, Madalina Cozma,
dr. ecologist Doina Cioaca, senior counsellor Liliana Virtopeanu, counsellor
Alexandra Popa), from the “Constantin Brailoiu” Institute of Ethnography
and Folklore” of the Romanian Academy, Bucharest (senior researcher I dr.
Marian Lupascu), form the “Alexandru loan Cuza” University of lasi
(researcher dr. Tosif Camard). Senior researcher I dr. Emil Tircomnicu,
president, and researcher drd. lozefina Postivaru (National Institute of
Heritage) participated at the writing of this report on behalf of the National
Commission for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Data collecting, the community involvement and consent:

The public authorities represented by the National Commission for
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Ministry of
Culture, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, the Ministry
of Environment, Waters and Forests collaborated with the experts dr. Lucian
David and associate prof. dr. lulian Vlad, who collected the field data and
undertook the research. Shepherds, sheep owners from the the “Corbii de
Piatrd” Association of Sheep Breeders, affiliated with the Federation of
Mountain Shepherds in Romania and the Agricultural Cooperative of First
Degree, Producers Group of SAngeorz-Bai were consulted on the inscription
of the Carpathian transhumance as part of traditional pastoralism in the
current national inventory and on the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The scientific information about the inscribed element was
provided by: senior researcher dr. Lucian David (“Constantin Brailoiu”
Institute of Ethnography and Folklore of the Romanian Academy,
Bucharest) and associate prof. dr. lulian Vlad (University of Agronomical
Sciences and Veterinary Medicine in Bucharest), senior counsellor Sabin
Farcas (Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development).
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