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Mr Tim Curtis 
Honoured Secretary of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Convention ---UNESCO, 
 
With honour and greetings! 
 
I hereby inform you that the tradition, “Eftari and Its Associated Socio-Cultural Traditions” hold a 
special place among the Muslims of the world, especially among Iranian Muslims. This tradition has long 
been implemented by and among the Muslim Iranian community(ies) as a living and dynamic tradition. 
This intangible cultural element is a source of joy for fasting Muslims and promotes and strengthens 
friendship and commonalities between local communities and ethnicities. 
 
The Rasht Mosque of Amir-al-Mo’menin, in Gilan province, implements the tradition of Eftari and its 
vastly associated social and cultural activities on an annual basis with the wide participation of the general 
public. 
 
While placing a request with you for the inscription of the intangible cultural heritage element of “Eftari 
and its Associated Socio-cultural Activities,” in joint venture with Uzbekistan, Turkey, and Azerbaijan, 
on the register for intangible cultural heritage, I would like to take this opportunity to emphasise that the 
international inscription of this element can further encourage the bearers and practitioners of this element 
to better safeguard this Islamic-Iranian element. 
 
 
Akbar Alipour 
Friday Prayer Imam (Leader) of the Rasht-based Mosque of Amir-al-Mo’menin 
(Signature and stamp of author)  
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LOGO OF THE MODERATE AND INDEPENDENT POLITICAL PARTY OF IRAN 

REF.: 18/11/1400 (PERSIAN CALENDAR) ---7 FEB. 2022 

ENCLOSURE: NONE 

 
IN THE NAME OF GOD 

MR (DR) TIM CURTIS, 

HONOURED SECRETARY OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE CONVENTION ---
UNESCO 

 

With honour and greetings! 
 

The spiritual tradition of Eftari is of long-standing precedence in Iran. It is currently widely-practiced by 

all local communities irrespective of social class and religious and political classifications and is very 

effective in promoting social and individual happiness among fasting Muslims. Each year, in Ramadan 
the element is promoted as a cultural attribute of the Iranian society and effectively guarantees social 

cohesion and solidarity.  

 
While expressing consent for the inscription of the intangible cultural heritage element of “Eftari and Its 
Associated Socio-Cultural Traditions” on the UNESCO list of ICH, proposed jointly by Iran, Uzbekistan, 

Turkey and Azerbaijan, I take this opportunity to reiterate that the international inscription of this element 
at UNESCO will strengthen cultural bonds and friendship between individuals and different ethnic groups 

in all Muslim communities. 

 

Dr Ghodrat Ali Heshmatiyan 
Secretary General,   

The Moderate and Independent Political Party of Iran 

 
Signature of the author 

Stamp of the party 

 

 
Address, Telefax, mobile number and email of the author (as part of the letterhead) 
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BAQIYATALLAH AL-AZAM MOSQUE AND MAHDIYE1 
Established in 1996 
Date: 19/11/1400 (Persian calendar) --- 8 Feb. 2022 
 
Emblem of the Mosque 
 
 
Mr Tim Curtis 
Honoured Secretary of the World Intangible Cultural Heritage Convention---UNESCO, 
 
The tradition of “Eftari and its Associated Socio-cultural Activities,” is an old, living and powerful 
tradition pursued by the kermanis2. This tradition is one that is shared and holds many commonalities 
with Muslim communities around the world. This intangible cultural tradition is a tool for peace-building 
and friendship not only between us Muslims, but also between Muslims and non-Muslims. In this trend, it 
serves to promote happiness, affection, friendship, peace, sympathy and empathy between all nations. 
 
Considering that the board-of-trustees of the Kerman-based BAQIYATALLAH AL-AZAM MOSQUE 
annually sees to preparing for, organising and implementing the Eftari tradition, which is inseparable 
from its associated cultural and social activities that are implemented with the participation of the public, 
we wish to place a request with you for the joint inscription of the element, “Eftari and its Associated 
Socio-cultural Activities” with Iran, Uzbekistan, Turkey and Azerbaijan, on the UNESCO World 
Intangible Cultural Heritage List. 
 
May I kindly draw your attention to the fact that the international inscription of this element can further 
encourage the practitioners of the element to better safeguard the element at regional and even at 
international levels. 
 
 
Hoseein Rahmani Anbardan 
Head of the Board-of-Trustees 
Kerman-based BAQIYATALLAH AL-AZAM MOSQUE 
(Signature of the author and stamp of the Mosque) 
 
  
(Address and telephone of the Mosque) 

 
1 Translator’s note: Mahdiyeh is a place with a religious function where Shiite Muslims gather to speak about the 
emergence of the Survivor, Mahdi (PBUH), and to organise and hold special Shiite festivities at. 
2 Inhabitants of the City of Kerman. 
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In the Name of the Exalted 
Letterhead 
Ministry of Education 
Hamedan Education Organization 
District 1 Bureau of Education 
Ref.: 1 
Date: 8 March 2022 (17/12/1400 lunar calendar) 
 
Sender: Dar-ol-Fonoon Girls’ High school  
 
Mr Tim Curtis 
Honoured Secretary of the World Intangible Heritage – UNESCO 
 
Greetings! 
 
The culture of Eftari is an old and very much welcomed tradition that is specific to the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. This tradition contributes to peace, friendship and solidarity among peoples. The tradition is a 
living rite that is transferred between generations in Iranian families and families play a very important 
role in the transmission of this tradition to their children. 
 
We, the teachers of and students at the Dar-ol-Fonoon Girls’ High School in the city of Hamedan, express 
our consent to the inscription of the element, “Eftari and Its Associated Socio-Cultural Traditions”, 
jointly with Azerbaijan, Turkey and Uzbekistan and take this opportunity to thank UNESCO for the 
attention it pays to the culture of nations. 
 
Signatures: 

1. Parisa Haddadi – High School Headmaster  
2. Shirin Badri – Teacher 
3. Mahsa Vahidikhah – Student 
4. Zahra Yousefinia – Student 
5. Beata Rasouli Aref – Student 
6. Mahdieh Cheraghi – Student 
7. Marjan Nabi Yekta – Student 
8. Aida Mashki – Student 
9. Mahdieh Alipour – Student 
10. Mina Rezaeei – Student 
11. Samin Rahmiyan – Student 
12. Zohreh Amiri – Teacher 
13. Sonia Haghighat – Principal 
14. Ali Akbar Haydari – Teacher 
15. Parvin Ansari – Teacher 
16. Sedigheh Hardayi – Teacher 
17. Jila Azizi – General Service Staff 
18. Yaqoub - Teacher 

 
 
The Stamp reads as “District 1, Hamedan Provincial Education Management-Dar al-Fonoon 
Highschool” 
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In The Name of God 
 

Mr Tim Curtis, 
Honoured Secretary of the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
Greetings! 
I am Mehdi Abbassi and I have been in the photography profession for over two decades now. My focus 
is on anthropological imaging and one of the most beautiful and diverse traditions subject of my 
photographs so far has been the Eftari Table (Sofrey-e Eftar), in the month of Ramadan. I am therefore 
very happy that the four countries of Azerbaijan, Iran, Turkey and Uzbekistan are working together to 
have the peace-building, joyous and beautiful element of “Eftari and Its Associated Socio-Cultural 
Traditions” inscribed by UNESCO on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity. 
On my part, I have given photographs to related officials for use in the nomination file and I authorise 
UNESCO to use them as required and wish that they will serve UNESCO’s purpose.   
 
With many thanks, 
 
Mahdi Abbasi 
(Signature of the author) 
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Mr Tim Curtis, 
Honoured Secretary of the Convention on Intangible Cultural Heritage – UNESCO 
 
Hello and with honour, 
 
The tradition of Eftar is a tradition jointly practiced by the Azerbaijani, Iranian, Turkish and Uzbek 
nations. This tradition has specific cultural and social beauties associated with it. 
 
As a photographer, I see the ritual of “Eftari and Its Associated Socio-Cultural Traditions”, commonly 
practiced by Muslims in the Month of Ramadan, as a means of strengthening solidarity and ties of 
friendship. I, therefore, wish for this religious and cultural element to be inscribed under UNESCO’s 
convention for Intangible Cultural Heritage of the world, as a common and powerful heritage of the 
Middle East, Africa and Central Asia.  
 
I am glad that one of my photos is used in the preparation of the nomination file. 
 
Mohammad Tavakoli 
 
(Signature of the author) 
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Mr Tim Curtis 
Honoured Secretary of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, 
 
Greetings, 
 
My name is Ehsan Kamali. I am a photographer with over two decades of experience in anthropology-
based photography. I can identify “Eftar”, in Ramadan, as one of the most diverse and beautiful rituals 
that I have so far taken photos of. I have very many sweet memories of Eftari from my childhood. For 
this, documenting this important ritual is very interesting for me, while being instructive at the same time.  
It is a joyous news to hear that Azerbaijan, Iran, Turkey and Uzbekistan have got together to jointly 
inscribe the joint peace-builder and beautiful element of “Iftar/Eftari/İftar/Iftor”, under the title of “Eftari 
and Its Associated Socio-Cultural Traditions” on UNESCO’s Representative List of ICH. 
 
My share in this effort is a photograph that I have offered and hope it will be useful for UNESCO. 
 
Ehsan Kamali 
(Signature of the author) 
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LETTERHEAD 
DATE: 22/12/1400 (Lunar calendar) 
             13/03/2022 
Ref.: N1P10 
 
Mr Tim Curtis, 
Honoured Secretary of the Intangible Cultural Convention of UNESCO – Hello 
and with honour, 
 
Greetings, 
 
The tradition of Eftar is a common tradition among hundreds of millions of 
Muslims around the world. Muslims live in many countries including “Azerbaijan, 
Iran, Turkey and Uzbekistan”, where the subject tradition is held very close and 
dear among them. 
 
In this view, I, in my capacity as a media and cultural activist, acknowledging the 
proposed nomination of “Eftari and Its Associated Socio-Cultural Traditions” as an 
influential element in promoting friendship and compassion in the society and 
among Muslims, expect this good tradition to kindly be inscribed on UNESCO’s 
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage as a common ICH of the above-mentioned four 
countries. I am very pleased that my efforts led to the publication of a title on 
“selected Memoirs and Photographs of Eftari Tables”, which has been used, along 
other sources, in the preparation of the nomination file and I have also had a share 
in offering a source of reference on the proposed element to UNESCO. 
 
With regards, 
Mohammad Saleh Hojjatoleslami 
Permit-holder and Editor-in-Chief of Loghmeh Database  
and 
Secretary, Cultural and artistic competitions on Iranian-Islamic Sofrahs   
 
(Signature of the author) 
 
 






