


To the members of the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee:

For years I have had periods in which I feel very bad. As a result, I had also been admitted to a 
psychiatric hospital several times for a longer period of time. I also lived in a psychiatric care home 
for a while.

Not long ago I was once again admitted to a psychiatry. After my treatment and discharge, I could 
not and did not want to live alone. I chose psychiatric for family foster care.

It was suggested to me to live with a single woman, a widow. I have lived there for over a year now 
and together we form a family. We click very well in all areas: if there is something, we can speak it 
out to each other. We make good agreements. My foster mother does a lot for me and I also do a lot 
for her: she drives me everywhere and I help with the household, we often play board games 
together, which I enjoy very much. Three half days a week I work in the Hofploeg [Garden crew] of
the OPZ. I work there together with my (boy)friend. He also gets along very well with my foster 
mother.

I feel much better, much stronger now than I used to be. Sometimes I am still afraid to get up in the 
morning, and then I am afraid that I have to carry this anxious feeling throughout the day. Sometimes 
I am afraid of fear. But having structure in the morning helps me: making coffee, setting the table, 
feeding chickens,... . Having structure, regularity now that I live in a family, makes it easier for me to 
feel good. I also find a lot of peace by drawing.

I was once asked what I dreamed of: I dreamed about a life as it is now, that everything is going well, 
even with my lesser periods. I don't want more from life than the life I have now have in my family.

With what I know now, I would immediately take the step back to psychiatric family foster care. I 
would also recommend it to others. I feel much better now than before.

Being able to live with a foster family meant and means a lot to me. I know a number of other people 
who live in foster care here in Geel and I hear from them that they are, like me, very satisfied with 
the life they have here.

Because it means so much to me and to many people I know, I support the candidacy to have 
psychiatric family foster care included in the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of UNESCO. I hope my letter of support can help with this.

Julienne Schenck

[signature]
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Stad Geel
Werft 20
2440 Geel

your reference our reference contact 
your reference our reference François Mylle
telephone number date e-mail
[+32] [0] 14 56 60 61 03/03/2022 francois.mylle@geel.be

Letter of support for the candidature of the Geel psychiatric family foster care for the Register of 
Good Safeguarding Practices

Dear Madam; Dear Sir; Dear Evaluation Body

The city of Geel gets also called the 'Merciful City'. Geel has carried this title with great pride for 
centuries. Naturally, the City bears this title because of the age-old psychiatric family foster care 
[PFC], but just as the care system evolved, the merciful character of the city also grew into a 
contemporary warm-heartedness. Today, care and attention has been greatly expanded and Geel 
consciously takes care of every vulnerable person in her society.

Many of the safeguarding measures that must ensure that this care model can continue to exist and 
is passed on to the new generations, are organized or supported by the City of Geel, even more, they 
are part of the strategic multi-year plan. A conscious and well-considered choice that encourages 
partnerships. There is good cooperation between the city administration, OPZ Geel and the other 
heritage communities that are committed to this. The City of Geel is also represented in the PFC
Council, which also consists of foster parents, foster adults and OPZ employees. The family nursing 
council represents the interests of PFC, provides advice to the city and OPZ Geel, helps to make the 
form of care known and monitors the quality of PFC.

The city attaches great importance to the origins of PFC. She is proud of her patroness, Saint
Dympna. The city also wants to give new residents that feeling: the introductory film that the City of
Geel shows to new residents starts with an explanation of the legend of Saint Dympna and PFC. The 
Dimpnadagen [Dympna Days] are also discussed. This shows how proud the City of Geel is of the 
legacy of the veneration of Siant Dympna and the Geels care model and how important the City 
considers it to be known.

The organization of the Dimpnadagen with the total spectacle GheelaMania and the Sint-
Dimpnaommegang [Saint Dympna Procession] is coordinated and largely financed by the city of Geel. 
Every five years, the city council is particularly proud of the community-building character of the 
festivities. The city council also decided in 2011 to embed the Gasthuismuseum [Hospital Museum] in 
the city policies. In this way, the two care stories that the museum tells can remain accessible to the 
general public in a high-quality manner. Attention is paid to the origin and oral history of PFC. The 
non-profit association Pas-sage, which is committed to art, culture and sports projects within OPZ 



[logo]

Geel, is also supported by the city in its multi-year plan for the development of social-artistic 
projects.

The City of Geel therefore warmly supports the nomination of the Geel psychiatric family foster care
for the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices.

With kind regards

François Mylle Vera Celis
General director Mayor
[digital signature] [digital signature]
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13th of January 2022

Name: Hans Driesen
Address: Markt 1, 2440 Geel
Phone: +3214566381
Email: Hans.driesen@geel.be
To: UNESCO Review Committee

Nomination Geel psychiatric family foster care for the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices

Dear,

When I started as head of the department for tourism and city animation in October 2004 I knew the 
city and its history only very briefly. As non-inhabitant of Geel, I knew the essence of the legend of 
the patron saint of Saint Dympna and also the fact that Geel was known for the psychiatric family 
foster care of mentally ill. I didn’t have a clue how relevant and current Dympna and the psychiatric 
family foster care were. This would soon change.

The city was at that time after all in full preparation of the first rendition of the Dimpnadagen 
[Dympna days], the festivities in honour of the Geel patron saint, that would take place in may 2005. 
The preparations were in full swing in October 2004. The Saint Dympna Procession that had a very 
long tradition, was evolved into a historic parade and for the first time ever a spectacle was 
organised that would evoke the legend of Saint Dympna and the history of Geel: GheelaMania. The 
coordination of all these festivities happened in the tourism and city animation department in close 
collaboration with the core of volunteers who were, on their term, responsible for aspects of the 
organisation. I ended up, through my new position, in the focal point of the Dympna veneration.

In a few weeks’ time I got to know a lot of people who were involved professionally or voluntarily in 
the organisation of the Dimpnadagen. It became clear quickly how the figure of Saint Dympna is still 
very much alive in this city and how she still unites people. Behind the scenes more than a hundred 
helpers were busy with the preparations, such as the building of decors for GheelaMania, decorating 
the floats of the Ommegang [procession] and the sewing of costumes for both these projects. More 
than a thousand figurants, individuals as well as members of Geel associations, were engaged to 
march in the Saint Dympna Ommegang and about 300 actors and figurants had been training for 
weeks for the performances of GheelaMania.

Their motivation? Their pride for their city and its patron saint. The community feeling that was 
present in each and all of them was the key to the success of the Dympna days. Everyone was 
included, big or small, whatever the contribution, and wanted to show the outside world what Geel 
stands for: a warm, inclusive society where everyone has its place. The new friendships that grew 
between the actors, figurants and volunteers still exist today and are the living proof that Dympna 
still brings people together and is more relevant than ever.

The final result of all these efforts was something to be proud of: more than 10.000 visitors came to 
watch the performances of GheelaMania in 2005 and the procession could count on a similar amount 
of attention. The standing ovations of the audience, the tears that were shed during the 



performances and the positive reactions of the Geel inhabitants who were “proud of what their city 
had brought” were impossible to count. The Dympna days were a hit and, because of this, is 
repeated quinquennially. The legend of Saint Dympna and the psychiatric family foster care stay the 
common thread. They are represented by the inhabtitants of Geel in a contemporary way to the 
large public. Other municipalities as Mol, Westerlo and Leopoldsburg took over the concept of 
GheelaMania and gave it their own local interpretation.

In the years that there are no Dympna Days, the department of tourism and city animation gives 
attention to keeping alive the legend of Dympna and the psychiatric family foster care. For instance
the city walk “In de Voetsporen van Dimpna” [In the Footsteps of Dympna] that connects the most 
important spots to the patron saint of Saint Dympna and the history of care in Geel. If they feel like 
it, the visitors can stop for a moment at ‘t Vooruitzicht, the community centre of the OPZ Geel where 
everyone, be it (ex-)patient, staff member, local resident or passer-by is welcome.

Another example is the Dympna card game which we published. The classic figures of the card game 
(King, Queen, Jack and Joker) were exchanged for the main characters of the Dympna legend. The 
illustrations were made through a drawing competition under the inhabitants of Geel. Patients of the 
OPZ Geel participated as well.

The department of tourism and city animation also collaborates with a group of volunteer teachers 
who hold permanence in the Saint Dympna church during the touristic season. In this way the Saint 
Dympna church is accessible for the coincidental passer-by and also for pilgrims wishing to visit the 
relics of Saint Dympna.

Even though I’m not a born inhabitant of Geel, I do -after working for more than 15 years- more and 
more feel like one and I’m very proud to work for this city and live in it in the meantime as well. The 
hospitality and warmth that can be experienced in Geel is, as far as my opinion goes, very special and 
is attributable to Saint Dympna.

From the tourism and city animation department, we fully support the nomination of the Geel 
psychiatric family foster care for the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices. It would be a beautiful 
token of appreciation for the array of initiatives that have been organised with a lot of volunteers 
through our department. The recognition would be, without doubt, an extra boost to keep on 
investing in this in the future.

[signature]

With kind regards,

Hans Driesen
Head of service – department of tourism and city animation
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February 9th 2022

Jolien Hoekx
Hospital Museum Geel
Gasthuisstraat 1
2440 Geel
0032 14 56 68 41
jolien.hoekx@geel.be

Letter of support for the candidature of the Geel Psychiatric Family Foster Care for the Register of 
Good Safeguarding Practices

Dear madam
Dear sir
Dear Evaluation Body

As an inclusive and accessible museum, Gasthuismuseum [Hospital Museum] Geel highly values the 
Geel care tradition. In 2013, the museum received a quality label from the Flemish government as a 
collection-managing cultural heritage organisation. As a recognized museum, it takes care of its 
collection and the people who come into contact with it. Gasthuismuseum Geel tells two special 
stories, which are connected in the protected monastery-guesthouse where the museum is housed. 
The guest house was founded in 1286. The museum tells the story of the old Geelse Gasthuis and the 
care that the Augustinian Gasthuiszusters provided there since the 16th century. The Gasthuis 
[Hospital] was founded in honor of Saint Dympna on the site where, according to legend, Dympna 
was murdered by her father. That bond is translated into a unique Saint Dympna collection and an 
existing storyline about her local and international cult and the origin of the Geel psychiatric family 
foster care (PFC).

Collection
Gasthuismuseum Geel safeguards, researches and unfolds its collection in a sustainable and 
accessible manner. It is based on the exceptional historical unity and cohesion between the hospital 
complex, the monastery and hospital collections, the stories about care on the site and about family 
nursing in the city.

The museum and its guides tell the story of Saint Dympna through material objects and intangible 
elements. The collection consists of archival material, photos, publications, manuscripts and 
pilgrimage mementos such as pennants, pictures and votive offerings. The tangible elements from 
the legend, such as a tomb tile with Dympna's name, fragments of the sarcophagus and reliquaries 
have a prominent place. The eye-catcher is the silver shrine from 1613, which over the centuries –
and still is today – is literally adored during the Sint-Dimpnaommegang [Saint Dympna Procession]. 
Geel participates in the Flemish network 'Carried on hands', just to continue to support and 
document the tradition of processions. The museum collects, stores and shows stories of patients 
and host families who participate in the Geelse family nursing in its permanent museum display. 
Photos and videos of Saint Dympna processions over the centuries also have a permanent place. 
They are supplemented with recent material from the Dimpnadagen [Dympna Days] with the total 
spectacle GheelaMania. In addition to attention in the permanent display, the museum also creates 
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themed exhibitions. For example, 'Fan van Dimpna' [Fan of Dympna] took place in 2015 and 'Dimpna 
Verbeeldt' [Dympna Imagines] is on the programme for 2022. Attention is always paid to low-
threshold public activities. In 2015, the 'Pimp your Dimp' campaign received a lot of attention. Local 
young people set to work with a Dympna statue of saints. The 2022 expo was backed by historical 
research and will receive a publication of the same name.

Participation
The well-developed interaction between museum employees, the collection, the community and 
care institutions is essential in the functioning of the museum. They inspire each other, broaden 
support and strengthen involvement. The museum puts care and hospitality at the forefront of its 
mission. It offers inclusive tours tailored to vulnerable groups. These are created through intensive, 
but above all inspiring collaboration processes, with Geel's compassionate character as a source of 
inspiration. For example, the dementia-friendly tour was created in collaboration with Huis Perrekes, 
a high-quality local partner with knowledge of inclusive living for people with dementia. A reminder 
case for residential care centres was also developed, in which the generation of memories is central 
to the accompanying methodology. An autism-friendly tour will be proposed in 2022. The museum 
joined ‘Hidden Disabilities’ [a global programme to cater to the needs of people with ‘hidden’ 
disabilities] and the guides are also trained in-house. For each trajectory, they follow an empathic 
moment and a training session by an experience expert.

Good safeguarding practice
Gasthuismuseum Geel warmly supports the candidacy of the Geel PFC for the Register of Good 
Safeguarding Practices. The museum participated in the local focus groups for writing the dossier and 
remained involved at all times. It also wants to participate with great enthusiasm in the cultural 
heritage platform proposed by the dossier. UNESCO can give a true scale-up to the model of the Geel 
PFC. A recognition is more than inspirational, it offers perspectives to communities and it values 
community care and normalized inclusion. It is precisely this normalized character of the Geel model 
that contrasts with the complexity of the current challenges within mental welfare. The Geel model 
shows that an inspiration from an age-old tradition and the persistence and enthusiasm to continue 
passing on and retranslating it pays off on the road to an inclusive society. We look forward to 
staying involved and give our full support to the candidacy.

With kind regards,

[signature]

Jolien Hoekx
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February 14th 2022

Gonnie Leysen
City Archive Geel
Werft 30
2440 Geel
0032 14 56 66 91
gonnie.leysen@geel.be

Letter of support for the candidature of the Geel Psychiatric Family Foster Care for the Register of 
Good Safeguarding Practices

Dear madam
Dear sir
Dear Evaluation Body

The Geel City Archive is the memory of the city and preserves a large collection of maps, photos, 
films and documents, including about family nursing and Saint Dympna. In addition, the City
Archives, in collaboration with the Geels Historical Fellowship, for whom we make rooms available, 
has an extensive historical-scientific library, in which research publications on the history of Dympna 
and psychiatric family foster care (PFC) can also be consulted.

The professional team is reinforced by many volunteers, including some people with a psychological 
vulnerability. The archive also organizes exhibitions and lectures on various historical subjects. It is 
also our task to contribute to safeguard the intangible heritage of Geel. In this light, there is close 
cooperation with OPZ Geel [Public Psychiatric Care Centre Geel], the Gasthuismuseum [Hospital 
Museum] and various cultural organizations in Geel. For example, we were a partner in the oral 
history project 'Tussen de Mensen: De spraakmakende geschiedenis van de Geelse gezinsverpleging’. 
[Between the people: The high-profile history of psychiatric family foster care in Geel].

As head of the Heritage Department and as City Archivist, I am closely involved in compiling the 
candidate file for UNESCO. I am part of the local writing group for the file, together with Bert Boeckx 
(archivist OPZ Geel) and Janna Lefevere (coordinator Stuifzand) and in an advisory role Greet 
Vandeperre (representative of the Gezinsverplegingsraad [PFC Council] Geel).

The Municipal Archives of Geel therefore fully supports the nomination of the Geelse family nursing 
for the Register of Good Assurance Practices.

With kind regards,

Gonnie Leysen
Head of the Heritage Department
City Archivist





Letter of consent of the Cultural Centre De Werft for the UNESCO-file
Geel, January 31st 2022

With this letter we would like to confirm our support for the candidature of recognition of the 
Safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage of the psychiatric family foster care (PFC) in the 
merciful city of Geel: a contemporary community-based care model, based on 700 years of 
experience at UNESCO as best practice for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage.

There has been a close collaboration between the Cultural Centre De Werft and the Public Centre for 
Psychiatric Care (OPZ) and other organisations in Geel. This is with the intention of allowing the 
patients to participate in the high-quality range of cultural centre by means of projects based on the 
Geel philosophy. A very concrete example of such a project is ‘Toegankelijke Cultuur’ [Accessible 
Culture], in which the regular visitor is called in to allow special target groups, including psychiatric 
patients, to participate in culture.
In this way we simultaneously promote cultural participation and community building.

Every year we pay a lot of attention to an accessible introduction to our offer and we do our utmost 
to realise this framework as warmly as possible. We ensure that the patients feel at home in our 
house of trust, in a sense this is a modern translation of the special Geel PFC. In many other diverse 
project forms, we also give patients the opportunity to show themselves as artists, either on our 
stage in collaborations and concrete productions, such as the Kleine Parade [Little Parade] where 
there is a professional support from the artistic world, but also from the entire crew of the cultural 
centre. In the meantime, countless exhibitions have taken place, both in the exhibition spaces of the 
cultural centre, and the Halle and in numerous other locations in the centre of Geel. For these 
exhibitions we worked very concretely in a number of cases with, among others, Kunsthuis Yellow 
Art and OPZ Geel. 
And, last but not least, we have been organising a veritable ‘Festival Special’ [Special Festival] for 
several years now, at the beginning of the festival summer. The unprecedented commitment of 
several volunteers from Geel and the staff team of the Cultural Centre De Werft guarantees an 
unforgettable, tailor-made, festival experience for special target groups.

Our Cultural House gives with this letter its full support for this filed!

[signature]

Kind regards,

Kris Cuypers
Director
Cultural Centre De Werft Geel





Letter of support of the Municipal Academy for Visual and Audiovisual Arts for the candidature at 
UNESCO to get the psychiatric family foster care recognised for the Register of Good Safeguarding 
Practices.

The Artistic Pedagogic Project of the Communal Art Academy takes INCLUSION OF PEOPLE WITH A 
PSYCHIATRIC VULNERABILITY very seriously.

WHAT DOES INCLUSION CONCRETELY MEAN IN THE ART ACADEMY?

The Academy of Geel is a place where really everyone who wants to engage artistically can safely join 
to learn, to express themselves artistically and to blossom. Also people who, for whatever reason, 
clash with, or are even excluded from society. Everyone is welcome, regardless of descent, 
orientation, social and/or economical background. People with different backgrounds and 
environments come together in a communal interest for art. Cultural diversity is seen as an 
enrichment.

The Art Academy of Geel tries to great extent to achieve inclusion for people with a psychiatric 
vulnerability, learning disabilities, mental and/or motoric disabilities.

Our “Custom Workshops” are oriented towards adults with mental and/or motoric disabilities. 
Complete integration in the normal workshops is often very complex for this target group because of 
the high demand for individual guidance [and] diversification that they need.

The “Workshop with possibilities” offers a safe space to youths with a specific learning difficulty who 
would get lost in a normal, busy workshop. Work is done in small groups in a low-stimulus 
environment with strongly individualised guidance and tasks. A differentiation is also made in the 
curriculum for these students.

Lastly, people with a psychiatric vulnerability are integrated in the adult workshops where the 
teachers diversify in their tasks. What is also stands out is the cooperation of fellow students who 
usually have a special affinity with this vulnerable group. After all, the city of Geel has a special 
past of psychiatric family foster care where psychiatric patients are accommodated in Geel 
families. Due to this state of mind, there is an understanding of the whole class group to add to the 
inclusion of this target group.

Ariane Van der Veken
Director Municipal Acadey BAK

[signature]





Academy for Music, Word and Dance

Letter of support for the nomination of the Geel psychiatric family foster care for the Register of 
Good Safeguarding Practices.

Hereby I confirm with great support the candidature for recognition of the psychiatric family foster 
care of the merciful city of Geel, a contemporary community-oriented care model based on 700 years 
of experience at UNESCO as good safeguarding practice of intangible cultural heritage.

The academy of music, word and dance offers art education ‘tailored to your talent’: each student -
child or adult- receives the chance to learn and express on its own tempo the art language of his 
choice. Transparency, searching together, challenging, playing pleasure, quality and yearning for 
beauty are the common thread in this. In the framework of ‘Tailored Academy’, lessons have been 
offered for a lot of years to people with a disability. The offer consists of customised music, 
instruments and theatre. This school year we reach with this specific offer around 100 students. 
From the history of the city (Geel the merciful city) we find it important to take a stand for the 
people with a weaker position in our society. With our custom academy we want to offer a 
qualitative programme so we can make a difference for these people. We work together with De 
3Master GO! [a secondary school of the Flemish public education], a school for special needs 
education, through Kunstkuur [ArtTherapy] to reach a group of students as wide as possible. The 
participation of about 200 students from our dance department with GheelaMania, a contemporary 
and historical evocation of the Saint Dympna legend, is, on a cultural-historic level, worth 
mentioning. Students receive a bigger sense of consciousness of the rich history of Geel by 
participating.

With the psychiatric family foster care as paragon and inspiring example of a tolerant, inclusive care 
culture, we like to collaborate in Geel to reach equal opportunities for everyone in an engaged, 
strong network.

[signature]

Sabine Mahieu
Director Academy for Music, Word and Dance
Geel
0497 643 803 







STUIFZAND

To: Evaluation Body of the Proposals
UNESCO- Living Heritage Entity
Place de Fontenoy 7
75352 Paris
France

Geel, March 17th 2022

Subject: Letter of support for the candidature of the Geel psychiatric family foster care for the
UNESCO Register of Good Safeguarding Practices

Dear madam
Dear sir,

With this letter we express our support for the UNESCO candidacy of the Geel psychiatric family 
foster care. We support the heritage communities of the psychiatric family foster care not only with 
this letter but also in practice.

We happily explain this.

Our organization Stuifzand is a collaboration on culture and heritage between different 
municipalities in the province of Antwerp. For our heritage activities, we concluded a cultural 
heritage covenant with the Flemish Government. In addition to the support of the participating 
municipalities, through this agreement we receive funds from the Flemish Government to support 
heritage practices and heritage communities. We employ professional heritage workers and 
mediators who, together with the local and Flemish heritage field, set up projects, develop 
safeguarding programmes and work together on a sustainable heritage policy.

Stuifzand supports the psychiatric family foster care in Geel in various ways. We participate in 
networks that are organized from the city of Geel, the Public Psychiatric Care Centre Geel and various 
cultural organizations and together we look for opportunities and solutions to pass on, research and 
make known the tradition. For Stuifzand it is important that ideas and projects grow from the bottom 
up. As an organization we work on a demand-driven basis, and we have identified that there are 
many questions from the Geel psychiatric family foster care. This shows how committed the 
organizations that propagate this tradition are.

Projects and actions that we have supported in recent years (by way of illustration, this list is by no 
means exhaustive):

GheelaMania and the Dimpnadagen [Dympna Days], in collaboration with the city of Geel: we 
developed the programme to engage even more youths.
For their temporary exhibitions, participative and educative programme, the 
Gasthuismuseum [Hospital Museum] can count on our expertise and financial support. The 
established knowledge then flows back to the heritage organisations in our scope area 
through the pioneering role of the museum.



STUIFZAND

Visitors’ centre OPZ Geel, in collaboration with OPZ Geel and vzw Pas-sage: we guided at the 
start the participative process to end with a good concept, searched along for financial 
means and elaborated the trajectory for the experts by expertise.
Theatre production Hobbelkind, in collaboration with Cultural Centre De Werft Geel: we 
supported this project where people with a mental vulnerability wrote a city legend by 
themselves in dialogue with the existing Saint Dympna legend. We made sure that this new 
story wasn’t told in Geel alone, but also in the wider region.
Exhibition Zot van Dimpna, in collaboration with the Phoebus Foundation, Stadsarchief Geel 
[City Archive Geel] and Gasthuismuseum Geel: this expo tells by means of an old altar piece 
the legend of Saint Dympna and the story behind the current psychiatric family foster care. 
Together with the aforementioned partners, we researched and described the international 
appearance and dissemination of the Saint Dympna cult.
Theatre project ‘Finding Willard’, in collaboration with Tom Struyf, OPZ Geel and Cultural 
Centre De Werft: a research resulting in a theatre production where theatre producer Tom 
Struyf explores the story of the village and mental institution of Willard (NY). Willard used to 
be called the ‘American Geel’.

For our organization, the Geel psychiatric family foster care is more than just a tradition that we 
support. The model is also a great source of inspiration for us. The values of Stuifzand are based on 
the values of the Geel psychiatric family foster care and the 'merciful city' of Geel. We work 
inclusively, participatively and with attention to vulnerable groups in our society. Just like in 
psychiatric family foster care, we try not to talk about people, but with people. These values are 
incorporated in our mission and vision, and can also be found in the objectives and policy plans.

We were very closely involved in the application for this UNESCO candidacy, which we used to get to 
know the psychiatric family foster care and Saint Dympna tradition even better. We are convinced 
that this model and the many cultural initiatives that are being taken to guarantee psychiatric family 
foster care can inspire not only our region but organizations worldwide. We want to share our 
knowledge and expertise with the city of Geel, OPZ Geel and the psychiatric family foster care
council. From Stuifzand we therefore support the nomination of the Geelse family nursing for the 
Register of Good Safeguarding Practices. It would be an appreciation for the families and guests who 
put family nursing into practice on a daily basis, but also for all organizations that set up safeguarding 
initiatives with great passion and enthusiasm and for all inhabitants of Geel who cherish this 
intangible heritage. We are convinced that recognition by UNESCO will lead to new contacts and thus 
new insights that we can incorporate in our safeguarding programmes. Finally, we hope that the Geel
psychiatric family foster care and the handling of this intangible heritage will contribute to initiatives 
in which people with a psychological vulnerability are recognized in their strength.

With kind regards,

Barbara Rommens Janna Lefevere
President Stuifzand Coordinator erfgoedcel [heritage body] Stuifzand
[signature] [signature]







[logo OPZ GEEL]

your reference our reference date
16/03/2022

ask for/email telephone+fax attachments
PIETER.JANS@OPZGEEL.BE [+32] (0) 14 57 93 00

Subject: candidature of the Geel psychiatric family foster care for inclusion on the Register of Good 
Safeguarding Practices of Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO

Dear Madam, Dear Sir, Member of the evaluation body, 

The Public Psychiatric Care Centre Geel (OPZ Geel) has solid roots in history. More than 700 years 
ago, the residents of the city of Geel took in people with psychological problems in their homes. 
These were pilgrims who came to the tomb of Saint Dympna to beg healing for their 'insanity', as 
their psychological vulnerability was called at the time. Wandering and looking for something to hold 
on to, they not only found shelter in the merciful city, but were also accepted in their vulnerability 
and given a place in the community. Over the centuries, many thousands of scarred people have 
found a warm home and a valuable life in a caring community.

Even today, the Geel psychiatric family foster care has remained a unique form of residential care 
that offers a good solution for about 150 stabilized chronic patients. The way in which the actors 
around the patient work together is strong: the family that takes the patient to heart and welcomes 
them as roommates, the community that supports this and gives the patient a fully-fledged place in 
its midst and the OPZ Geel that provides professional support and care for the patient and the foster 
family. Since the beginning of the 21st century, there has also been a project in which children are 
placed in care families. This form of residential care is used in a differentiated manner - tailored to 
the child. The management and organization of psychiatric family foster care is a core task of OPZ 
Geel. The Geel psychiatric family foster care is explicitly recognized as a historically and socially 
valuable working model. Supporting the international image of psychiatric family foster care is also 
part of this core task.

OPZ Geel, together with the submitting partners, endorses the candidacy for admission of the Geel
psychiatric family foster care in the register of good safeguarding practices of UNESCO intangible 
cultural heritage.

Inclusion in the register first and foremost appreciates the efforts of generations of foster families 
and citizens of Geel who have shaped psychiatric family foster care throughout the 7 centuries of its 
existence. But also and especially for the future, this recognition is important. After all, psychiatric 
family foster care offers people with long-term and multiple psychiatric problems the opportunity to 
live as normal a life as possible in the community. Psychiatric family foster care has its place within a 
differentiated palette of residential care formulas for people with a psychological vulnerability. It is 
not without reason that the World Health Organization gave the Geelse psychiatric family foster care
explicit recognition in 2001: “One of the best examples of how communities can become carers of 
the mentally ill is to be found in the Belgian town of Geel, the site of what is undoubtedly the oldest 
community mental health program in the western world. Since the 13th century, and originating 
perhaps as early as the 8th century, severely mentally ill people have been welcomed by the Church 



of St Dympna or by foster families in the town, with whom they have lived, often for several 
decades.” (WHO report 2001, Geneva: “Mental health: new understanding, new hope (p. 58))”

Basic is the right to the best possible form of physical and mental health care and the fact that all 
people with a mental health problem are treated in a humane way and with respect for the inherent 
dignity of the person. They must be able to exercise their civil, political, economic, social and cultural 
rights at all times. (UNO Principles for the Protection of Persons with Mental Health Care and for the 
Improvement of Mental Health Care - 1991). Thanks to psychiatric family foster care, effective efforts 
can be made to promote social inclusion and people with a mental disability can also take up their 
role as citizens.

For example, recognition is not only important for psychiatric family foster care itself, but in a 
broader sense also for the further development of psychiatric care in society tout court. It offers 
opportunities for this in Geel and in our own region, but also beyond the borders of the city, of our 
country and of Europe.

Care in society for people with a psychological vulnerability is only possible if the community is open 
to it. Psychiatric family foster care created a culture of care among the people of Geel. A culture of 
care, no matter how solid, must be cultivated and maintained and that requires constant and 
sustained attention. Together with the city of Geel, the psychiatric family foster care council and the 
socio-cultural organisations, OPZ Geel wants to put its weight behind this. Each partner takes 
responsibility for this based on its own specific expertise. OPZ is responsible for the organization and 
further development of psychiatric family foster care as a contemporary and high-quality care model 
and will continue to write psychiatric family foster care in its care strategic plan. Recognition by 
UNESCO will give psychiatric family foster care the opportunity to anchor itself permanently and 
even more firmly in the care landscape.

OPZ Geel has on a national and an international level a rich tradition of knowledge sharing. 
Exchanging experiences ensures a dissemination of the values and effective principles of psychiatric 
family foster care and also stimulates the improvement of one's own functioning through critical 
questioning. OPZ Geel is committed to continuing to stimulate this exchange of knowledge and 
experience.

I hereby confirm that I agree with the candidacy of the Geels Psychiatric Family Foster Care for 
inclusion in the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices of Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO 
and that I fully support this candidacy.

[signature]
Pieter Jans
Administrator-General









Geel, March 2022

Subject: Candidature of the Geel psychiatric family foster care for inclusion on the Register of Good 
Safeguarding Practices of Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO

To the members of the UNESCO Committee:

In the literature on the history of psychiatric care, reference is often made to psychiatric family foster 
care in Geel. Over the centuries of its existence, the Geel model has served as inspiration for 
numerous forms of psychiatric care. Today, too, professionals from the Netherlands and abroad 
come to study the Geel model. Sometimes to start a variant of the Geel model in their own region or 
country. Sometimes to build the values and principles of family nursing into one's own care and 
treatment models. These values and active elements, although centuries old, are remarkably 
contemporary: integration, inclusion, participation, not focusing on people's limitations but searching 
for their strengths, sustained care,...

The care for fellow human beings was and is passed on from generation to generation. Inhabitants of 
Geel take it for granted and not even as special. A significant speciality, difficult to grasp for an 
outsider. 

Every day we experience how foster families, in a natural simplicity and tolerance, but also with their 
human vulnerabilities and weaknesses, make the difference in the lives of psychiatric patients. But 
also how people with a psychological vulnerability make a difference in the lives of foster families 
and citizens of Geel.

This interpersonal connection between guest, foster family and community typifies Geel psychiatric 
family foster care.

The multidisciplinary team of psychiatric family foster care at OPZ Geel fully supports the candidacy 
of psychiatric family foster care for inclusion in the register of good safeguarding practices for 
intangible cultural heritage of UNESCO. Psychiatric family foster care faces some major challenges
The main challenge is to maintain the foster family pool, which is shrinking and ageing. Inclusion in 
the registry can support psychiatric family foster care in dealing with these challenges. In this way, 
future generations of people with a psychological vulnerability, in Geel but possibly also in other 
countries and continents, can experience the restorative effect of living in the community in a warm 
family context.



[signature] [signature]
Lieve Van Olmen,
mentor psychiatric family foster care

Lien Vermeylen

[signature] [signature]
Evy Cools
mentor psychiatric family foster care

Jef Baelus
mentor psychiatric family foster care

[signature] [signature]
Michelle Lambrechts
mentor psychiatric family foster care

Wilfried Bogaerts
psychologist

[signature]
Lutgart Dams
Coordinator of the psychiatric family foster care 
team



[signature] [signature]
Dr. Mieke Celen
Psychiatrist

Dr. Mieke Opgenhaffen
Psychiatrist

[signature] [signature]
Dr. Karolien Vekemans
Psychiatrist

Dr. Ragnar Verbraeken
Psychiatrist

[signature] [signature]
Dr. Ilse Decorte
Psychiatrist

Ben Biesemans mentor psychiatric family foster 
care

[signature] [signature]
Diane Mellebeeckx
mentor psychiatric family foster care

Johan Verdonck
mentor psychiatric family foster care







My name is Greet Vandeperre, president of the Psychiatric Family Foster Care Council. I took this 
commitment voluntarily and with a lot of pleasure because I think the Geel psychiatric family foster 
care is very valuable.

The Psychiatric Family Foster Care Council is composed out of representants of the foster adults, the 
foster families, the Public Centre for Psychiatric Care [OPZ Geel] and the City of Geel. We want to use 
the Psychiatric Family Foster Care Council to keep the dialogue between the different stakeholders to 
the psychiatric family foster care open. Through mutual understanding, we search for ways to 
optimize the care for the foster adults, both in the families as in the Geel community. We also want 
to work constantly on the safeguarding of the psychiatric family foster care. This has proven to be an 
important challenge, because of the diminishing number of foster families. 

Because of this, the recognition of the psychiatric family foster care as intangible cultural heritage 
would be a great support. We believe that this nomination could give an additional national and 
international allure to the psychiatric family foster care which is needed for the safeguarding of this 
form of care for people with a psychiatric vulnerability. 

Of course, we from the Psychiatric Family Foster Care Council think the psychiatric family foster care 
in Geel is a good practice of psychiatric care, and this for a multitude of reasons.

Firstly, we are convinced that the psychiatric family foster care in the Public Centre for Psychiatric 
Care [OPZ Geel] is a very interesting approach for people with a psychiatric vulnerability. We know a 
lot of beautiful stories on what this approach meant for the foster adults. I recollect a man who 
found himself through this support and who raised his own family in Geel, found a job and now has a 
‘normal’ life. I also think of a young woman who could finally find peace and warmth to be happy in 
her foster family. Or a man who could retrieve his self-confidence in a foster family and who got the 
chances there to develop his talents … 

Secondly, we also see the positive impact this has on the families. There are also some beautiful 
stories to be told about this. A foster adult who takes care that the foster parents can continue to live 
in their home, even though they have become old and requiring care. A family that blossoms because 
they care and develop themselves together in respecting the unicity of every person, because they 
grow in actively working on inclusivity,… 

Next, we believe that the psychiatric family foster care makes the Geel community a better place. In 
the first place because psychiatric vulnerabilities are considered normal in our Geel community and 
because people with such a vulnerability are respected for whom they are, their capabilities are 
recognized more than that their vulnerability is a handicap. Because of this, the Geel community is 
more inclusive and tolerant. All inhabitants of Geel are proud of ‘their’ psychiatric family foster care 
and the unique care that is given in Geel. Even though there are less and less foster families, the 
concept is proudly explained by many inhabitants of Geel.

Lastly, the myth of Saint Dympna gives an additional dimension to our city. The story of Saint 
Dympna ensures an unseen connection. She is ‘our Dympna’, we understand her suffering, her 
vulnerability, but also her power and her perseverance. The story leads to extra depth in our society 
and for a plethora of cultural activities that enrich our lives and city. During the quinquennial 
Dimpnadagen [Dympna days] we have a large feeling of connection. The Saint Dympna procession 
makes us proud and everyone recognizes a part of themselves in it. The cultural event GheelaMania 
livens up our city.



As Psychiatric Family Foster Care Council we are convinced that the psychiatric family foster care, the 
care model for psychiatric vulnerable people as it has been going on in Geel for centuries, is a good 
safeguarding practice. The combination of patients that are open for a caring family, warm foster 
families, a tolerant community and a psychiatric framework that never cedes to research for a more 
professional support, leads to the psychiatric family foster care as a safeguarding practice of a very 
valuable care that is worth to share with the whole world.

Greet Vandeperre
President of the Psychiatric Family Foster Care Council

[signature] 





[logo]

Geel, March 8th 2022.

Subject: support for the Geel psychiatric family foster care for the Register of Good Safeguarding 
Practices

Dear,

The age-old tradition of being welcome and taking care of each other continues today in the 
community of and around the Geelse psychiatric family foster care (PFC). This is also the case in our 
community centre.

Community centre 't Vooruitzicht offers people who find it difficult to connect with society a place 
where they can and may be themselves, where they can meet each other and others. The Geel PFC 
guests have a special place here. Here they see their friends and from here they go on an outing or 
holiday together. A few of them are also volunteers here and serve the customers, keep the kitchen 
running, take care of our library, ... We look beyond the vulnerable and focus on talents, interests 
and strengths.

't Vooruitzicht also builds a bridge to the community of Geel: clients go to a performance in group or 
with a buddy to a performance in the cultural centre, participate in sports with others in Geel and far 
beyond, develop their creative talents in projects that we collaborate with social partners. - setting 
up cultural partners. Where they are part of a family at home, they are with us a visitor, friend, 
teammate, volunteer, musician, culture lover, holidaymaker,... not a patient.

The power of the ordinary, tolerating and appreciating being different, which is so characteristic of 
Geel PFC, still inspires our work every day. The tradition of the Geels PFC ensures openness and 
inclusion and lowers the barriers to cooperation and participation for all patients in our region.

We therefore fully support the nomination of the Geels psychiatric family foster care for the Register 
of Good Safeguarding Practices.

With kind regards,

[signature]

Joëlle Vekemans,
Coördinator community centre ‘t Vooruitzicht





[logo Art house Yellow Art]

March 8th 2022

Letter of support for the candidature of the Geel psychiatric family foster care for the Register of 
Good Safeguarding practices

Kunsthuis Yellow Art is an art studio where psychologically vulnerable people with an artistic talent 
and drive can develop themselves. Within this artistic studio, participants systematically collaborate 
with professional artists. In this way we create an exchange that is both artistically and socially 
expansive. Artistic work is made known through exhibitions and events.

Kunsthuis Yellow Art gives a 'voice' to people who often do not count in our society. We offer an 
alternative to the 'dominant narrative' that predominates (for example with regard to the prejudices 
that exist about people with a psychological vulnerability). By creating situations where encounters 
and interactions between people can take place, new and alternative stories emerge that would 
otherwise not be picked up. With the Yellow Art art house, we strive to generate these kinds of 
encounters and to question existing structures. We highlight different points of view and assume 
equality. Participants of the Yellow Art art house have the right to show who they are. The operation 
of the Yellow Art art house thus builds on a rich local tradition. The city of Geel has been known for 
centuries for its special psychiatric family foster care where insiders and outsiders meet and inspire 
each other. This is also in the DNA of art house Yellow Art. We originated from this and this is where 
we find the inspiration within our operation. Several of our participants stay in psychiatric family 
foster care. In our studio they work on an equal basis with professional artists. Our art projects 
therefore always have a connecting character. We often find nourishment and inspiration in the Geel
psychiatric family foster care and in the intangible heritage of this rich tradition. The story of Saint
Dympna is therefore often a source of inspiration.

The nomination of the Geels psychiatric family foster care for the Register of Good Safeguarding
Practices was announced within the Yellow Art art house. All participants and stakeholders fully 
support the nomination.

Yours sincerely,

Bert Boeckx

Coordinator Kunsthuis Yellow Art

[signature]
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Geel, March 1st 2022

Letter of support for the Geelse Family Nursing

With this letter, we as the Visitor Centre of Pas-Sage vzw would like to express our support for the 
nomination of the Geel Psychiatric Family Foster Care (PFC) for the Register of Good Safeguarding
Practices. 

The care model of the Geel PFC, its embedding in the local community and the entire tradition 
surrounding it, form a unique whole that absolutely deserves this recognition. As a Visitor Centre we 
feel part of this whole and we continue the tradition. 

In May 2015, the Visitor Centre opened its doors on the grounds of the psychiatric care centre (OPZ)
in Geel and since then we have received more than a thousand visitors every year. The mortuary and 
barn of the old clinic were converted into a modern, didactic environment, brightened up with works 
of art and poems by (ex) patients. What is unique about this project is that experts by experience 
themselves are involved in the realization of the visitor centre and help to support the operation. 
Experts by experience are people who themselves have experience with, for example, an addiction or 
a psychological problem. Their testimonials are an essential part of the visitor centre.
Together with the voluntary historical guides and a few aid workers, we form a close-knit team, 
where equality is central. 

Our message is clear: everyone can agree on a psychological vulnerability. People with a 
psychological vulnerability are people like you and me. And in the vulnerability lies strength. 

In the Visitor Centre groups, associations and schools receive attractive information about the past, 
present and future of psychiatric care in Geel. This is done on the one hand through a permanent 
exhibition; on the other hand, in conversation with experts by experience or via a walk on the 
domain accompanied by a historical guide.
In this way, the story of Geel as a merciful city is passed on and a contemporary understanding is 
given to it. By sharing their story, the experts help to break the stigma surrounding psychological 
frailty. Visitors are invited to introspect. 
In this way, the Visitor Centre contributes to a warm-hearted and tolerant society.

That we succeed in doing this is apparent from the nice thank you notes that groups often send after 
a visit, and from the many conversations about recognisability and appreciation of the people who 
come by. A study of 300 students in the third grade of secondary education showed that after a visit 
to our centre they had significantly adjusted their prejudices about psychological frailty.

To illustrate this, on the next page you will find a poem by one of the experts by experience.

In name of the Visitor Centre
Els Gullentops
Coordinator

[signature]



Recovery story by Danny Smolders – Expert by experience Visitor Centre

I hope I'm good at language
Presenting my recovery story
Whether you are long haired or bald
Woman or man
young or old
Know that recovery is really possible
The living proof
Although sometimes stubborn
Stands here for you
And although I am sometimes crude in my poems
I can also be really mild and sensitive
And to write about other wisdoms than just Weltschmerz, World pain
Without therefore writing sea sweet
I hope my words stay
reconsider
And don't hinder
See the world with a positive view
It's a recovery story in both directions
Recovery disease, disease recovery
Two way traffic no dead end
Despite all the bad luck
Always shines in the end
The sun
This is how this poem ends
Almost as it started....





Geel, january 2022

As many inhabitants of Geel of my generation, I was raised with the patients of the Public Centre for 
Psychiatric Care [OPZ Geel]. Through my great- and grandmothers’ side, foster adults helped on the 
farm. We called them kostgasten van de kolonie [guests of the colony] at the time. Leon lived in my 
own family for 22 years. He was very protective towards my spouse and children. At the yearly 
Palmenmarkt [Palm market], we invited his sister Liliane to stay with us for a couple of days. These 
were festive days for him. 

During my almost twenty years as president of the Geel culture council we organised multiple artistic 
competitions. These had as their subject, among others; Van Gogh, the legend of Saint Dympna, 
Doors in the Park, … Among the participants were always patients of the OPZ Geel. Often they were 
among the prize winners. The jury always judged the pieces without knowing the name of the 
participants. I was able to buy an amazing little painting of the Van Dissel house, a community centre 
of the patients of the OPZ Geel, which I visited often to get a drink. The “art pope” and ex-inhabitant 
of Geel, Jan Hoet, always knew to appreciate the contributions of the patients. The culture council of 
Geel has granted the Culture Prize of the City of Geel a few times to a patient.

The OPZ Geel will be in the hearts of the people of Geel forever. The overarching Geel Culture 
Council supports the nomination for the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices. 

In name of the overarching Geel Culture Council

The President

[signature]

Walter Van Doninck







huis perrekes

Letter of support for the candidature of the Geel psychiatric family foster care for the UNESCO 
Register (UNESCO 2003 Convention)

Dear madam,
Dear sir,
Dear Evaluation Body

It is my pleasure to express my deepest gratitude for the age-old inclusive care- and housing model 
for people with a mental disability: the psychiatric family foster care (PFC) of Geel. A model that 
exists since the middle ages and still is subject of study and development – a model on a human 
scale.

Being born and raised in Geel ‘being different’ and living with a mental disability fascinates, intrigues 
and charms, me ever since I was a child. Kostgangers [boarders] (such a beautiful word!) were regular 
visitors in my family home. They lived with our neighbours, with my grandparents, with my family… 

Let me recall some of my memories and share some experiences from that time with you:

I learned that everyone had their own name. The mad or the fool were insulting nicknames 
and it wasn’t suited to call the patients that way or to speak about them in that way.
Every Sunday morning, Jos (one of the patients of the PFC) joined breakfast with pastries and 
wooed me ‘when can I marry Carla?’. A connecting and funny moment during this Sunday 
habit.
Fiele (another PFC patient) was found sleeping in the bathroom one evening. Instead of 
taking the back door to come home, he took the wrong door and ended up nestling himself 
in the warm bathroom.
I still use a tablecloth embroidered by a lady living in a foster family in the village. Through 
this I see the connection with the handicraft, the music, the arts – sorrow and beauty of 
which everyone benefits.
And there was Rik (PFC patient) for whom the foster parents had built a step ladder. He was 
rather short and liked to watch the street. The window was too high and thus a look-out was 
built on his size. His heart failed during a visit to the barbershop in the village. The elderly 
barber still talks about it.

These examples illustrate how people live in and make part of the village. In Geel, we start from the 
capacities of everyone and these are strengthened in rich interactions in a trusted and recognisable 
environment.

The use of language of the inhabitants of Geel betrays how they look at people and how they are 
treated themselves. One doesn’t think about ‘normal’ and ‘abnormal’. The edge between individuals 
is walked and guarded in a ‘usual’ manner. Each person is unique, has a unique background and gets 
recognised for it. This characterizes the horizontal connection between foster family/caregiver and 
patient.

Today I write from my daily job working with people who suffer with dementia – ngo Huis Perrekes in 
Oosterlo, a village in Geel. Huis Perrekes exists since 1986 and stands for tailor made living, caring 
and accompanying people with dementia.
This means that we align the care and guidance for the person with dementia with different 



stakeholders. Next to this, there is the option for people to stay for a short time in a crisis situation or 
they can live permanently in the different small-scale care houses that are made and furnished 
according to their needs. These houses are integrated in the village. The inhabitants are recognised 
and loved. We work with partners in care, culture, nature and social economy, connecting the local 
community with the big outside world.

This model is closely aligned to the inclusive model of PFC of Geel and Huis Perrekes receives a lot of 
(foreign) visitors.
During each visit, we like to point out the Geel community and we reflect if it might be in the DNA of 
Geel that we thrive this warmly.

All in all, we at Huis Perrekes are proud to live, dwell and work in Geel. We hope with our hearts for a 
worldwide recognition and validation of the Geel model of invisible care – how paradoxical this might 
sound!

My special thanks go to late professor Eugeen Roosens, the famed late neurologist Oliver Sacks, 
professor Chantal Van Audenhove, Lieve Van de Walle and so many more internal and external 
stakeholders whom have studied this unicum in the psychiatry. We lived thankfully with four people 
whom were followed in their foster family during four seasons in the documentary by Arnout 
Houben.
Last but not least, we thank everyone who keeps this model alive, who cherishes it and who 
recognises the person dealing with his or hers mental vulnerability and this every day!

I heartly greet you,

[signature]

Baroness Carla Molenberghs
Director ngo Huis Perrekes







Caring city Geel… psychiatric family foster care…Gheelamania… to cherish!

Dear Madam,
Dear Sir,

In 2000 I co-directed the Sint-Dimpnaommegang [Saint Dympna procession]. That day there was an 
enormous sense of togetherness among the people of Geel. The legend of Dympna and the 
psychiatric family foster care (PFC) that arose from it was beautifully presented by more than 1500 
people from Geel. However, we felt there was more to it. We thought about bringing the soul of Geel 
even longer and more contemporary to the people of Geel, but also to people from far outside the 
region. Our caring city Geel, our special PFC is something we are very proud of and we want to 
spread this as far as possible.

In 2005, five years later, the “Dimpnadagen” [Dympna Days] were born with numerous activities for 
young and old in collaboration with the city of Geel and the Public Centre for for Psychiatric Care
(OPZ Geel). The entire community contributed: from exhibitions to small theatre pieces for our young 
people, the day of family nursing, the grand procession on the holiday of Dympna and my favourite:
“GheelaMania!”

Gheelamania… a baby came to life! And how?

It turned out to be a large-scale spectacle on which no fewer than 650 people worked for months. 
Thousands of costumes were made and beautiful sets shone in no fewer than three places in the 
heart of Geel. Everything was created with many Geel volunteers. More than 400 actors and dancers 
presented a musical evening-filling, accessible, sensitive spectacle about the legend of Dympna, the 
origin of the Geel PFC and the history of our merciful city, with the focus on Geel as a caring city. By 
the end of the performance, every day the thousands of spectators were moved to tears. They felt 
the warmth of those hundreds of actors, including many patients from family nurses, who 
passionately conveyed the soul of Geel.

Now 17 years later, we are at the cusp of the fourth edition of Gheelamania and the Dimpnadagen. 
The fourth time, each time with a new creation, newly composed music, new costumes, but the soul 
and the common thread have remained the same. We are still working on this project with just as 
much enthusiasm. And the inclusive story about contemporary care is now even more in the 
performance. We play a contemporary story about psychiatric vulnerability, about worries, about 
giving people new opportunities, about involving people with fewer possibilities, and that again 
combined with the beautiful story of Dympna and PFC. And again, people with disabilities play along 
and our patients from PFC are also involved, who are each given a godmother or godfather on stage 
so that they feel involved at all times. That is why projects such as the Dimpnadagen are so 
important. We do not put our patients and our care in ‘cupboards’. No, we are one big team that 
feels connected to each other no matter what talents or limitations our participants have. That to me 
is Gheelamania. That's what PFC is all about. People with disabilities get the chance to live in a family, 
not like sick people locked up behind four walls. We meet and get to know and appreciate each 
other. And this doesn't stop with those few months of Gheelamania, but it lives on in the coming 
years.

We must continue to tell this story, our soul of Geel, to everyone who wants to hear it and especially 
to our young people because this is so special. PFC must continue to exist, the inclusion story is too 



good to be lost. This is only possible if we continue to communicate about this. I am already a very 
proud inhabitant of Geel, have a lot of respect for all those people who are committed to care in Geel 
and wholeheartedly support the nomination of the Geel PFC for the Register of Good Safeguarding
Practices.

Luc Stevens

Director GheelaMania





Geel Guides Association
p.a. Markt 1
2440 Geel
Belgium

8th of January 2022

Dear madam, dear sir

I, as president of the Geel Guides Association, whom uses fourteen certified guides promotes Geel to 
visitors from outside the city or interested in habitants, find it useful to share our experiences.

Buildings and/or monuments give us the opportunity to further elaborate the bond between past 
and present. The legend of Saint Dympna and the following pilgrimage signified the start of the 
centuries-long practice of the Geel families to accommodate pilgrims, and later psychiatric patients 
in their homes and to let them participate in daily life. 

The Saint Dympna church, the Saint Amandus church, the monument of the psychiatric family foster 
care on the market square, the Van Dissel House in de Stationsstraat all offer a unique start to 
elaborate further. Many references to the psychiatric family foster care are included in a tour of the 
city. 

We also notice a lot of interest from other nationalities; Canadians, Americans, Irish, Brits, … all come 
to Geel to pray to Saint Dympna and/or to see in which community the psychiatric family foster care 
has taken flight and if it retains its value in the psychiatric world. A lot of these visitors are amazed 
that this system, even though less visible, is alive and kicking.

The Geel Guides Association supports the nomination of the Geel psychiatric family foster care for 
the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices.

Yours sincerely,

[signature]

René T’Syen
President of the Geel Guides Association





Geel, January 21st 2022

Dear UNESCO-commission

We are the parish board of Saint Dympna. We are an official organisation consisting of volunteers. 
We guarantee the upkeep and finances of the church, we make sure that everything is in place for 
the services but we also make sure that the church offers a warm welcome to the pilgrims.

Thus, Saint Dympna is very important for us. We are privileged to welcome people from all over the 
world in her church. These people come to Geel to pray to Saint Dympna, to find peace, to find 
support. We are noticing a growing interest in Saint Dympna from all continents.
Most of the pilgrims who are coming to Geel are people with psychiatric problems of their own. It 
also often happens that people will come to ask for support of Saint Dympna during their care for a 
family member.

During these visits, we notice again and again the consolation with which the people go home. They 
feel the presence of Saint Dympna in the church, they feel a renewed power. Over and over we hear 
from people that they feel welcome in Geel, that others are happy to help, to explain things. For us 
inhabitants of Geel, this seems only natural, but apparently this isn’t the case everywhere.

Of course, Saint Dympna isn’t only important for foreigners. Also people from Geel, people from the 
psychiatric family foster care [PFC] have Saint Dympna in their hearts.

The PFC originated from the church. People came to Geel, stayed in the ziekenkamers [hospital 
rooms] next to the church but they wanted to stay in Geel, or there wasn’t any room left in the 
ziekenkamers. In that case, they were welcome with the inhabitants of Geel. The Saint Dympna 
church and the PFC are inseparable from each other.

We as parish board are working hard for the safeguarding of the mobile and immobile heritage 
concerning Dympna and the PFC. The Dympna altarpiece, the reliquary, the ciborium, the stained-
glass windows are important culturally, but most of all for the devotion of Saint Dympna. We try our 
best to maintain these (along with several other cultural goods) in good shape.

Today the church is open for activities that improve the sense of togetherness of the Geel 
community and that are fit for a church. For example, there are exhibitions, concerts or readings on 
the figure of Dympna and her heritage.

We really would like to support the nomination of the Geel Psychiatric Family Foster Care for the 
Register of Good Safeguarding Practices.

Maria Gerits, president parish board Frie Van Ravensteyn, secretary parish board
[signature] [signature]





[logo]

Geel Historical Fellowship
Werft 30, B-2240 Geel
Tel. 014 56 66 93

Dear,

The Geels Geschiedkundig Genootschap (GGG) [Geel Historical Fellowship (GHF)] wishes to express 
the importance of the Saint Dympna cult and the psychiatric family foster care as intangible cultural 
heritage via this letter.

As historical circle of Geel, consisting of historians and heritage experts, we have executed and 
facilitated scientific research on the Dympna legend, the Dympna cult, the psychiatric family foster 
care, the Public Centre for Psychiatric Care (OPZ), … In doing so, a lot of attention was spent on the 
diverse societal domains, such as social, cultural, economical and political. All these researches have 
had their reflection in scientific publications, talks, expositions, cultural-historic advices, … Taking 
into account the importance of the subject, we extend our approach of course. 

The psychiatric family foster care and the cult have had their impact on Geel and surroundings, 
Flanders, Belgium, the Benelux etc. The international significance reaches far and wide, including 
North and Middle-America. 

With this letter, we wish to express our explicit support for the nomination of the Geel psychiatric 
family foster care for the Register of Good Safegurading Practices (UNESCO).

With kind regards

[signature]

Gorik Goris, president GHF Gonnie Leysen, secretary GHF





MPI Oosterlo vzw
14th of February 2022

Concerning: UNESCO-file ‘Psychiatric Family Foster Care Geel’

Dear,

MPI Oosterlo is a service centre for people with a mental disability located in Geel, a city with a long 
tradition of providing care to the most vulnerable among us. MPI Oosterlo also contributes to the 
warm-hearted, inclusive and tolerant care culture that expanded psychiatric family foster care in 
Geel.

The City of Geel is an important partner for us in many inclusive projects for people with disabilities
psychological frailty, based on the care model of psychiatric family foster care, in which the aim is
towards a warm-hearted society. Psychiatric family foster care takes us back centuries and is an 
example of the socialization of care, which we as a care organization find extremely powerful and 
important in supporting our clients. Within these common values, norms and vision on care, we find 
each other in various forms of cooperation.

Some children, young people and adults who have a warm home in the Geel psychiatric family foster 
care are supported at MPI Oosterlo in the field of daytime activities and/or leisure. The care in a 
foster family in Geel in combination with the specialized, handicap-specific support from MPI 
Oosterlo provides great added value for these people and their network. Another great example of 
the warm-hearted inclusive culture that Geel promotes is De Kleine Parade [The Little Parade], a 
social-artistic urban project in Geel. A collaboration in which more than 50 participants in vulnerable 
situations in Geel together with Social Work students of Thomas More Kempen, Geel care 
organizations and a few artists further develop and display their talent. Or as the first edition in 2017 
beautifully describes it: the power of vulnerability.

We are very proud of the special care culture in Geel and therefore fully support the nomination of 
the Geels psychiatric family foster care for the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices. A care model 
that gives a great added value to the personal life and development of many, which gives them a 
place in the society and that makes them belong unconditionally. An important care model that 
shouldn’t be lost and should be an example to others.

Description: who is MPI Oosterlo:

MPI Oosterlo vzw is a dynamic organization within the sector for people with intellectual disabilities. 
We offer a wide variety of forms of support in all areas of life: living, working, learning, leisure, sports 
and culture. More than 400 clients, including children, young people and adults with intellectual 
disabilities, with or without additional problems, receive specialized support from us. We stand for 
innovation and attach great importance to self-determination and inclusion. Quality of life is what we 
aim for, together with a large group of committed employees, volunteers and care partners.

With kind regards,

Hilde Claes – General director MPI Oosterlo vzw





[logo KOGEKA]

Dear

With this letter we, SAINT DYMPNA COLLEGE (SDGC, KOGEKA 5 and 6) would like to give our explicit 
support for the nomination of the Geel psychiatric family foster care for the Register of Good 
Safeguarding Practices (UNESCO).

As catholic dialogue school, Saint Dympna is a central figure in our pedagogic project. Each student 
and each colleague is encouraged and expected to work from her inspiration, to learn and to live. 
This makes our school a life-giving space where students, teachers and staff can come into their own, 
each in their own way and on their own tempo. 

The legend of Saint Dympna stimulates us to critical thinking, growth for maturity, perseverance, 
authenticity, attention for care, transparency and meaningfulness. 
This is being supported by our school community KOGEKA (Katholiek Onderwijs Geel Kasteree) [CEGK  
(Catholic Education Geel Kasterlee)] and KOV (Katholiek Onderwijs Vlaanderen) [CEF (Catholic 
Education Flanders)]

The school also pays attention to the heritage of the Saint Dympna cultus and the psychiatric family 
foster care. For this, there is a collaboration between the church council of Saint Dympna, the Public 
Centre for Psychiatric Care [OPZ Geel] and the Gasthuismuseum [Hospital Museum]. For the 
psychiatric family foster care and the wider care framework, we provide space in our school 
administration for ‘interns’. 

All these principles are further promoted in yearly European exchanges that the school has been 
organizing for over twenty years. These happen with school from Spain, France, Croatia, Germany, 
Italy, Hungary, Poland, Slovenia, Sweden, …

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely 

[signature] [signature]

Gorik Goris, director SDGC Innias Hufkens, deputy director (a.i.)

Saint Dympna College Geel
Gasthuisstraat 2 / 2240 Geel / Tel. 014 58 02 04 / www.kogeka.be/sintdimpnacollege / sdg.college@kogeka.be





Carnival Guild
De Heiknuiters

v.z.w.
[logo]

Geel

Dear,

I am the representant of de Heiknuiters, a local carnival group from 
Winkelomheide, a parish of Geel. For more than 55 years we have 
organised a number of carnival activities in and out of our village. We 
can say that we have grown to a carnival group with international 
allure, especially in Germany and the Netherlands.

In our village, Winkelomheide, a lot of patients of the Public Centre 
for Psychiatric Care [OPZ Geel] are accommodated in foster families. 
We are proud to still be the village with the most foster families, in 
relation to our co-inhabitants.

As carnival group, we can boast that the foster adults are fully-fledged 
member of our organisation. The foster adults were never a subject
of ridicule in any part of our history. In the contrary, they are an 
evident part of our community. If they want to, they can be part of 
one of the groups of Winkelomheide that forms an act on the yearly 
carnival parade, something that happens very often. They help in 
their own way with the organising and securing the yearly parade. For 
instance, for years there was a patient who walked at the front of the 
parade to clear the road for the wagons. Because of this he felt 
important and responsible for the security.

Before the corona crisis, we handed over a present to the oldest man 
and woman of Winkelomheide and the oldest foster adult in a foster 
family in our village. This is obvious for us, they are a part of our 
community and we give them the recognition they deserve.

We hope to have clearly demonstrated that the patients of the Public 
Centre for Psychiatric Care and the psychiatric family foster care are 
an essential part of our organisation and our village. This is why we 
fully support the candidature of the psychiatric family foster care as a 
good practice of intangible cultural heritage for UNESCO. We 
experience on a daily basis that the psychiatric family foster care 
makes our village a warmer, fairer and inclusive village. People with a 
psychic vulnerability can be themselves to the fullest with us and they 
are recognised for who they are and what they mean to our society. 
This is an added value for them, but also for us.

As carnival group de Heiknuiters, we support to the fullest the 
nomination of the Geel psychiatric family foster care for the Register 
of Good Safeguarding Practices.

Jos Vleugels
Vice-president

President:
Turlinckx Paul
Akkerode 49
2430 Laakdal Eindhout
Tel. 014/86 69 53
Gsm. 0495/24 24 30
Paul.Turlinckx@telenet.be

Secretary:
Marcella Claes
Meiberg 49
2450 Meerhout
Tel. 014/30 84 57
Claes.marcella@skynet.be

Vice-president:
Vleugels Jos
Hollandsebaan 44
2440 Geel
Gsm. 0476/71 93 05
Jos.vleugels@telenet.be

Treasurer:
Van der Auwera ines
Velleke 109
2440 Geel
Gsm. 0499/27 80 01
heiknuiters@outlook.com

Parade responsible:
Bruininckx Marc
Leopoldstraat 94
2280 Grobbendonk
Marc94@telenet.be
Tel. 0499 43 76 37

Tempo-Oil
Q8 
[logos]













3/3/2022 Meldert (Aalst)

Dear Janna

We kindly accept your invitation to support the Geel psychiatric family foster care (PFC) and the 
accompanying Dympna tradition because of our positive experience on this matter.
What follows is a short motivation.

Café Stinne in Meldert near Aalst was built in the fifties and bought in 2013 by five people with the 
intention of honouring the ‘Kleine Kroeg’ [little café]. In 2019, the little chapel, built in 1886, in front 
of the café was bought.

Because of the purchase of the chapel, interest grew in the statue and the tradition surrounding 
them. The old statue of Dympna wasn’t satisfactory anymore because it lacked the 4 relics, being the 
crown, bible, sword and devil. Our search for a new statue resulted in a three day pilgrimage to Geel 
(90km), where Saint Dympna is honoured. 
The support we experienced in our group through Saint-Dympna was heart-warming!

Thus we have the intention to keep this as a yearly practice, because mental health cannot be 
emphasized enough.

When we arrived in Geel, we were warmly greeted and we were surprised of all the initiatives that 
are still undertaken to help people in need.

Because of this, we would like to support the nomination of the Geel PFC for the Register of Good 
Safeguarding Practices. We are convinced that these old traditions still have their use in these 
modern times. Helping people is universal and timeless.

In this, we would like to contribute, because Geel will forever be linked with our chapel in Meldert, 
through Saint Sympna.

Our pilgrimage was followed with great interest of TV-Oost, and with these documentaries we were 
able to obtain two new statues; Saint Dympna and Saint Gerebernus, her confessor. 
These statues were then christened in a beautiful ceremony a few months later.

All’s well that ends well? Or is this a new beginning?

Attached some more information on the pilgrimage, the statues and their christening. 

All the best with the candidature!

Lots of love,
Claire, Guy, Joost, Dimitri and Noël

(current owners)



Report

From Meldert on a Pilgrimage to Geel for mental well-being and the upgrading of the Saint 
Dympna chapel in Meldert.

The pilgrims are ready for the start at the Saint Dympna chapel in Meldert

[picture]

On Ascension Day, Thursday May 13th, a delegation of pilgrims began their ‘crazy’ hike from Meldert 
to Geel. They made the 90km trip in three days and were warmly welcomed on Saturday May 15th, 
the name day of Saint Sympna, by the Geel city council in the Saint Dympna Church with a small 
mass.

For centuries, supplications have been aimed for Saint Dympna for the healing of people with a 
mental condition. Everyone can be faced with psychiatric problems once in their lifetime. Just take a 
look at the mental well-being which has suffered with a lot of us under the covid-restrictions.

The hike was made in honour of the restoration of the Saint Dympna chapel in Meldert, near Café
Stinne, the search for a suited Dympna statue for the chapel and to raise awareness for the mental 
well-being.

The group of about 12 pilgrims and some followers consists of the owners of the café Bij Stinne on 
the Putstraat in Meldert, and some of their regular customers from the regions of Meldert, Opwijk 
and Asse.

The hikers declared, joking, that there is some madness to cure with them as well, because of this, as 
they call it themselves, ‘crazy’ trip.

The organisation got, because of the attention from the press, a warm ending. Two large stone 
statues of Saint Dympna and her confessor Saint Gerebernus were gifted to the chapel. They were 
made in the fifties for the restoration of the Saint Dympna church in Geel. The last owner of the 
restoration company saw a report on the hike and decided to gift the two statues to the chapel.

How the search began…
The chapel near the café got bought three years ago by the owners of the café. They had it re-
christened at the five year anniversary of their café. A linden was planted next to the chapel, as to 
old tradition. Last year, the decision was made to restore the statue and the narrative of Saint 
Dympna.

The chapel got renovated during the wintertime, even though she held up pretty well the past 135 
years. The current Dympna statue did not pass the test of time, though. The typical symbols of Saint 
Dympna – crown, bible, sword and chained devil- were gone.

Last year, the idea ripened for a search for a suited Dympna statue. This idea now brings the pilgrims 
to Geel. Even though there wasn’t sight of a fitting statue, the departure shouldn’t have been 
postponed. 

Arriving in Geel, a mysterious donator appeared to have donated a small statue. It was christened 
and handed over to the pilgrims. The statue, even though small, now adorns the chapel.

A beautiful and warm follow-up
The report on the pilgrimage on TV Oost of May 13th was seen by Jos, the last heir to the family 



business that restored the Saint Dympna church in the fifties. The company didn’t exist anymore, but
the man still had two natural stone statues of Saint Dympna and Gerebernus. They were once a 
model for the restoration in Geel.

Jos now donated the statues to the chapel in Meldert. He is thrilled that they would go to a good 
location and that they would contribute to the upgrading of the Saint Dympna chapel. The 
preparations have started to place them with the necessary ceremony in the chapel so that they can 
be adorned by and prayed at by the people.

Everyone who has the need for it can visit the chapel for a quiet moment. The surrounding of the 
Kravaalbos [Kravaal Forest] adds to the serene environment. Novena candles of Saint Dympna are for 
sale during the opening hours of Café Stinne near the chapel in Meldert.

The chapel and its local embedding in Meldert
The chapel in the Putstraat was erected in 1885 by the family Robyns for their brother Frans. He was 
declared mentally ill after a molestation, according to an article of the local historical society De 
Faluintjes. The enthusiastic volunteers are now together with Geel, looking for more details on this 
local story. Anyone who has more information about it can contact us through 
bijstinne@proximus.be

Cooperation from Geel
In their search, they had contact with the curator of the Saint Dympnamuseum in Geel. Over there, 
they were pleasantly surprised about the existing of the Saint Dympna chapel in Meldert. The 
museum collaborates enthusiastically in the search for a statue, the local story and the dissemination 
of the narrative of Saint Dympna. They are looking through the archives of the 19th century to find a 
trace of Frans Robyns, the man for whom the chapel was erected.

Geel and Dympna
Geel has been since the middle ages a centre for pilgrimage for Saint Dympna. Supplications for the 
healing of people suffering from nervous and mental illnesses have been aimed for this outrageous, 
as the people from Geel call her, saint. Through the course of time and globally, this has been 
expanded to the more current problems concerning stress, depression, Alzeheimer’s,… 

The narrative of Saint Dympna
Dympna was a kings’ daughter from Ireland. She fled from her father in the 7th century who, in his 
madness of losing his wife, wanted to marry her instead. Dympna and her confessor Gerebernus 
ended up in Geel. Her father was able to trace her steps, asked for her hand again and, when she 
refused yet again, murdered his daughter and her confessor.

Centuries later, miraculous healings appeared on the site where she was buried. From the middle 
ages on, these healings took on a lot of people with mental issues. To cope with the influx of pilgrims, 
they got housed with the Geel inhabitants. As to this day some 200 families house patients in their 
homes.

Call for more information
Anyone who has more information on the local story of the chapel can contact Café Stinne through 
bijstinne@proximus.be

Practical
Address Saint Dympna chapel: Putstraat 116, 9310 Meldert [Belgium]
Website: https://cafestinne.wordpress.com/







Welfare
Campine

Your message of Our reference Phone Fax
EN/22/006 014/569.42.64 014/58.73.00

Your reference Contact person e-mail Geel
Eric Nysmans Eric.nysmans@iok.be 28/01/2022

Nomination Geel Psychiatric Family Foster Care

Dear Madam/Sir,

Welfare Campine, the welfare organisation of the 27 local municipalities of the Antwerp Campine 
Region, supports with good and grounded reasons the nomination of the Geel Psychiatric Family 
Foster Care for the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices. 

We motivate this from a multitude of perspectives

1. Historically, but also up until this day, the Geel psychiatric family foster care is an important 
form of welfare and health care. The vast prominence of foster adults [pleeggasten] in 
families has meant that the inhabitants of Geel could resist to the typical Campine poverty. 
The foster adults helped on the farms, in the domestic industry or in the household.

2. The care for psychic and mentally vulnerable people, the very core of the Geel psychiatric 
family foster care, has been translated into a residential rehabilitation centre for severe drug 
addicts, which will take form in Geel as from 2023, in cooperation with the Public Centre for 
Psychiatric Care [OPZ Geel]. We focus ourselves inter alia on the same target group as the 
psychiatric family foster care has always done. A care which focusses itself on people who 
benefit from other than the classic forms of support and therapy.

3. The socialisation of care, on which the Belgian, Flemish and local authorities focus, has its 
predecessor in the Geel psychiatric family foster care. People with psychic and mental 
problems have been accommodated in families and their homes since the middle ages in 
Geel and, since about thirty years ago, its surrounding region. Even now the Geel psychiatric 
family foster care stays a living inspiration for the do’s and don’ts for the socialisation of care.

4. Welfare Campine has a strong home service of carers and cleaning staff. In total, more than 
270 people offer their service on a daily basis to people and their homes on a professional 
and engaged manner. Our choice to focus ourselves in this service on the most vulnerable in 
our society has partly been inspired by the Geel psychiatric family foster care. In the 
meantime, we have gathered enough knowledge and experience to make a yearly difference 
for more than 1100 families in our region.



Enough arguments in our opinion to keep on cherishing the Geel psychiatric family foster care as a 
living and valuable source of inspiration.

We wish you a good reception of this letter.

[signature] [signature]

E. Nysmans
Director

K. Rombouts
President

Attachments(s) /
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Cabinet of the Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Social Affairs
and Public Health

Frank Vandenbroucke

UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage Section
1, rue Miollis
75732 Paris cedex 15
France

Brussels, March 17th 2022

Concerning : Nomination of the Geel Psychiatric Family Foster Care for the Register of Good 
Safeguarding practices

Dear

I have the pleasure to share with you that I, in my capacity of deputy prime minister and minister of 
Social Affairs and Public Health, support the nomination of the Geel Psychiatric Family Foster Care for 
the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices to its fullest extent.

The psychiatric family foster care in Geel is unique and has evolved throughout history in the 
accommodation of a person with a mental vulnerability in a foster family. Where in the 19th century a 
lot of so called ‘mentally ill’ were admitted in hospitals, then asylums, in Geel the ill stayed in the 
Geel community itself. The success of this Geel Model is typical from Geel and is very deeply rooted 
in the local customs and habits.

Even today the psychiatric family foster care is a significant part of the care trajectory for people with 
a mental vulnerability. Some people aren’t capable to live on their own after a hospital treatment or 
don’t have any family or familiar environment. These people find a new home with their foster 
family. A familiar environment where they can find for a short or long period some guidance and 
security.

I am convinced that the Geel psychiatric family foster care is exemplary and this across our borders. 
By including the Geel psychiatric family foster care on the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices, its 
added value to the society gets underlined and will all who dedicate themselves for it get the 
recognition they deserve.

Yours sincerely,

[signature]

Frank Vandenbroucke
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Social Affairs and Public Health 



















Name: Bart Marius
Address: Jozef Guislainstraat 43B, 9000 GHENT, Belgium
Email address: bart.marius@museumdrguislain.be
telephone number: [+32] (0) 479/97.38.87

Date: March 11th 2022

Best practice intangible cultural heritage
Safeguarding the foster care heritage in the merciful city of Geel

Bart Marius hereby confirms that I agree with the candidacy for recognition of 'The safeguarding of 
the intangible heritage of psychiatric family foster care in the 'Merciful City' of Geel: a contemporary 
community-oriented care model based on 700 years of experience' at UNESCO as best practice for the 
safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage.

What happens in Geel is inspiring. Wherever we come as representatives for a museum about 
psychiatry, nationally and internationally, the "Geel model" proves to be a lasting source of 
inspiration.

The institutionalization of psychiatry at the beginning of the nineteenth century led to the 
construction of the first hospital in Ghent, an "institution for the insane". An important benchmark in 
the history of care for people with a psychological vulnerability, but which has been preceded by a 
whole history. Geel was also an important source of inspiration for the founders of the asylum in 
Ghent. First international delegations of psychiatrists who visited Ghent to gain insights (in the early 
1850s and 1860s even from distant Japan) often did this after first visiting Geel. Throughout the 
twentieth century, Geel has remained an important and unique source of inspiration. Over and over
again experimental and increasingly experiential movements in psychiatry have been nourished -
even into the 21st century - by the example from Geel.

Bart Marius
Artistic director

Museum Dr. Guislain

[signature]


























