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National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage — Taif Roses knowledge, skills, and
practices

The location and
Name of the

Number environment of the Details of the element
element
element

a tradition that extends back more than 150 years, Taif's people
wake up early in the rose season to pick roses. This practice is a
component of Taif people’s identity and heritage as they care about
cultivating, picking and distilling Taif roses to extract its essence to
be used in perfume, medicine, and cooking. The skills and
knowledge related to Taif rose are passed on from generation to

generation.

This element is located in the Al-Hada mountains between Taif and
Makkah, the most famous area for cultivating rose trees, followed by
Mubharram valley, Al-Ghadirin valley, Al-Shifa and Al-Aqilah, Balad
Skills, Tuwaireq and Al-Dahya, and other slopes overlooking Tihama from
the west and south of Taif, especially in the Balad Al-Aila, Rabi,

knowledge, Taif Governorate in

and Makkah Al- Maysan in Al-Harith, Bani Malik and Thaqjif. These locations are
011/07 practices Mukarramah Region - | characterized by calm winds and fog that contribute to dew drops,
related to Saudi Arabia which in turn contribute to more oil in the rose, which helps obtain a

Taif roses good product.

The bearers and practitioners of this element and their

responsibilities:

1. Rose farmers and their families, men, women, and
children, whom responsible for caring for the shrubs
throughout the year. Also, they fertilize the land to
enhance the soil quality, prune the shrubs, and plant the
cuttings of the rose tree resulting from pruning to increase
the number of bushes and compensate for rotten or ageing

ones.
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2. The rose-picking practitioners and their families, including
men, women, children, and those whom the farmer invites
to harvest. Their responsibility is to assist in the speedy
harvesting of roses in the early morning, so that roses do
not spail and lose their value. They share the joy and
celebrate the harvest season with the farmers, and they are
often from close family or friends, their work is limited to
the season.

3. Rose distillation artisans and their families, who are
known for mastering the craft of distillation and extracting
rose oil and water. Their focus at the time of the rose
season is to distil roses and support farmers in the

distribution of rose products.
practices related to Taif Rose
Agriculture:

in December, farmers begin to cultivate the land, fertilize the soil,
and water it. This period is called (Alturf season). In January, farmers
start to prune the bushes and remove the dry parts from them. This
process is accompanied by planting the cuttings of the rose tree
resulting from pruning. After that, the farmers make sure the
irrigation is light, as the farmers call that process (Thirst). Gradually,
the farmers increase the water until the shrub blooms and then

harvest it.
Harvesting:

In March, farmers, their families, and friends start the harvest in the
early morning when the dew still covers the roses. Harvesting
season lasts from 35 to 45 days. The method of picking roses is
transmitted through generations. Farmers use their thumbs placed
in the heart of the rose and gently twist so as not to scatter the petals
of the rose. Then the picked roses are placed in cloth bags, sprayed

with cold water, and placed in the shade of trees until they are
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moved to distillation so that the roses do not wither and their ol

evaporates, in order not to decrease the quality of the essence.
Distillation:

The craftsmen start lighting the fire on a pot and then close it with a
lid that fooks like a cupping cup, which makes the process
successful. After about 45 minutes, the steam condenses and
descends into a glass container. After about 10 hours, the container
is filled with water, and the fragrant oil floats up. The oil is pulled out
with joy of this extracted essence. This process produces rose water

as well.
Uses of the element:

Itis used by women and men for many purposes, including beauty,

cooking and medicine.
Social and cultural meanings of the element:

This element has both social and cultural meanings to the local
communities. The element also gives an atmosphere of happiness
and love due to the scent of rose fields that spread around the Taif
region. The local community in Taif are accustomed to showring the
guests with roses to spread happiness as a welcoming ritual. Other
social functions are that the harvesting season brings together
grandmothers, grandchildren, women, men, young and old, locals
and visitors, in a field filled with fragrance of roses. All of them
cooperate in picking and collecting roses, and they present them
fresh to neighbours and loved ones, which enhances social relations

through exchanging gifts.

Rose water is used in some cooking recipes, it is also used
therapeutically as the people of Taif treat themselves with the vapor
of rose water to treat respiratory problems or by preparing a mixture
of starch paste and rose water to relieve fever. Rose water holds a
great value for women, as they believe that it adds freshness to their

skin.
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Taif rose water is used by local community for perfuming their
places of worship and they are proud that the honourable Kaaba in
Makkah is washed with it. So, this element enhances the value of

spirituality for Taif people.

The Taif people send Taif rose products as gifts to local and
international communities, this enhances the local identity, it
became the symbol of the people of Taif because of their experience
in the cultivation of roses and the practices associated with the

element.

Element Status:

The skills, knowledge and practices related to Taif roses is practiced
to this day. Itis inherited between families and is transmitted

between generations.

Risks and threats

The factors that might negatively affect the rose tree and its

production quality are:

1. The climate high temperature, which the region's people called

(kuna).

2. Extreme cold temperatures, severe frost, and heavy rain.

3. Chemical manure.

4. The insects that infect shrubs and plantations.
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