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Krama or Kansaeng, a Cambodian Traditional Woven Textile with Grid Pattern Motifs

“Krama” or “Kansaeng” is a Cambodian traditional woven textile — using cotton or synthetic or silk
threads — with grid pattern motifs. The Krama term is borrowed from Persian language and it is perhaps
introduced into Cambodia after 14" century CE. Krama term is popular among people, who live in cities
or downtown. The Kansaeng term, however, is known by countryside people; While in other rural area,
villagers sometimes employ the terms “Chhnuot” (turban) or “Sampot Dandop” {covering cloth).

In Khmer society, Krama is very useful and used in multiple functions associated with daily lives of
people from birth to death, such as wrapping or covering a new born baby, a cover, for wearing at home
or working in the field, as a turban, for covering the head, Peanea (to wrap a scarf diagonally across
one's chest from the left shoulder to the right side), for drying sweat or water (from swimming or
showering), wound bandage, for fanning, for whipping the fly or mosquito, Chorng Pong {wear as the
skirt wrapped around the bosom), Peat Bat (apron or sleeveless upper garment), for wearing when
bathing, for tying into a rope, a wrapping as a container or pocket, etc. Besides, Krama is used in
association with offerings or as ritual objects, including covering areca flower in the wedding ceremony,
wrapping around Dhung Rong (metal container with areca nut and betel leaf using as ritual object in the
wedding ceremony), wrapping the Bay Praleung (sticky rice put in a green coconut shell and used in
some specific rituals or ceremonies), wrapping around Bay Sei Dem (kind of ritual object made from
banana trunk and leaves), spirit offering or offering for Preah Pishnukar god in other rituals or
ceremonies or covering the ash in the Pre Rupe ritual and making hammock for lulling cremains in the
funeral ceremony. In the traditional games, Krama is employed as game tools for the Chol Chhuong and
Leak Kansaeng games, for blindfolding in Reav Bangkong and Veay Ka-om games during the Khmer New
Year. Krama or Kansaeng is the theme for dance choreography or song lyrics. For people who have silk
production tradition, they weave silk Karma and use it as valuable gift for their lovers, couples or
daughter/son-in-laws. Some people believe that the using of silk Krama will brings good fortune and
ward off the bad luck.

The knowhow of Krama weaving is continuously transmitted from one to the other generations
till today and it is widespread in many places in the Kingdom of Cambodia, although its technique and
production materials are developed or changed according to period and times. Recently, as observed,
there are two kinds of Krama weavihg loom: the traditional hand loom and the half-auto machine loom.
The resource materials for textile weaving are cotton thread, synthetic yarn and silk thread. In the olden
times, people use the threads made from natural cotton. Later on, they use the imported thread
{perhaps from China) called “Hor thread”. Krama that's made from the natural cotton thread or the Hor
thread are convenient to use because it is soft and absorbs water quickly. Making Krama from the Hor
thread has several processes, such as soaking the thread in water, wringing to make it dry, dyeing it,
soaking and kneading the thread with the rice powder liquid, steaming it, drying the thread, and
preparing the thread on the loom for weaving. The synthetic yarn called “Hong thread” is produced from
factory and already has colors. It can be woven into Krama without undertaking any processes.
However, the Krama made from this kind of thread does not absorb the water quickly and becomes
shrunken after short use and is cheaper than the cotton yarn Krama. Another kind of Krama is made
from silk, which is the local or imported products. Before weaving, the silk is dyed with natural or
chemical colors. This process includes other difficult and iong processes, such as planting mulberry,
raising silk worms, untangling silk yarn from the silk worm. Silk scarf is magnificent and has a very high
price. It is mostly made by villagers, who has the tradition associated with silk production and weaving



inherited from their ancestors. The natural colors used for silk dyeing are indigo, diospyros mollis {or
Maklioe in Khmer), lacquer {from a kind of insect), garcinia vilersiana (or Prahuot in Khmer), and other
colors extracted from other trees.

The community, who has maintained the tradition of producing natural dye from the indigo plant and
has been famous for beautiful and high quality Krama production is the people living at Angkor Ban
district, Kampong Cham province. Nowadays, Krama has a diverse color grid pattern motifs because
people conduct experiments to test other trees or natural substances to get more colors to use and use
also chemical colors.

Recently, based on the statistic surveyed there are more than one thousand textile weaving handicraft
communities and families countywide. The representative textile weaving communities, who have
actively participated in the preparation of this inventory are the Communities of Poay Char District in
Banteay Mean Chey province, Angkor Ban and Krakor in Kampong Cham province, Prek Achi in Tbong
Khmum province, Prek Changkran and Lve in Prei Veng province, Koh Andet and Kdanh in Takeo
.province, Koh Dach and Koh Oknha Tei in Phnom Penh. Besides, there are also relevant associations,
including Khmer Golden Silk, Golden Silk Pheach, Taan Weaves, Institute of Khmer Traditional Textiles
(IKTT), and Color Silk.
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