0213200008
Recgu CLT/LHE

Le | 30 MARS 2023

I'am Ammar Baghdadi, the owner of Baghdadi Masbana, ‘Bait Al-Ghar' (House of Ghar) for making the

Aleppo Ghar soap. | inherited this craft from my father Abdul Jabar Baghdadi at the age of fifteen, and
in turn | will pass it on to my children, Muhammad and Majed, as it is a genuine traditional craft that

expresses the identity and culture of Aleppo.

| consent to the nomination of Aleppo Ghar Soap and its associated knowledge and practices to the
UNESCO list of human heritage.

Ammar Abdul Jabar Baghdadi
Aleppo - 28/09/2022

[Signature]

(male)
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My name is Nagham, and | work for the ‘Bait Al-Ghar' (House of Ghar) Masbana, owned by Ammar
Baghdadi.

| have been working here for three years and the work we do is wrapping soap and packaging it with
natural, healthy materials that are not harmful to the environment and health.

My sister used to work in this factory before me, and then | decided to work with her, and | started to
like this work because it is comfortable, beautiful, and simple.

| consent ta nominate Aleppo Ghar Soap on the UNESCO Representative List.

Nagham Mohammad Kher Taleb
Aleppo -28/08/2022

[Signature]

(Female)
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My name is Thana Al-Masry, | have been working in the (Bait Al-Ghar) Masbana for 8 months
My work is to wrap Aleppo laurel soap in natural burlap fabric.

| consent to the inclusion of Aleppo Ghar Soap. and its associated traditional practices on the UNESCO
List.

Thana Al-Masry
28/09/2022
[Signature]

(female)
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I'am Mr. Muhammad Hisham Jebeili, son of Muhammad Adnan, from one of the biggest families known
for the traditional crafting of Aleppo Ghar soap. This profession is inherited in our family over
generations. Despite the conditions of war in our country, we seek to continue the transmission of the
knowledge and skills related to the soap to our younger generations. The nomination of the Crafting of
Aleppo Ghar Soap to the UNESCO list will allow other communities to recognise this heritage.
Therefore, | support and consent to the nomination.

Muhammad Hisham Jebeili
Aleppo -26/09/2022

[Signature]

(male)
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Mr. Ahmad Mohamed Sabouni, born in 1970, Aleppo.

| started practicing the crafting Ghar soap since the age of 6. At the age of thirteen, | was helping
with the pouring and cutting (leveling the soap to a uniform level by using a ‘Kais', which is a wooden
stick that determines the height of the soap). After leaving the soap for a day, | cut it using a ‘Jozeh'
(a tool for cutting the soap manually). A group of 6 peaple do the cutting together, then we stamp the
soap by hand using a metal seal (historically it was wooden). Following this process, we gather every
12 pieces of soap together onto a wooden plank. The Bebar is then built, which is a structure built
vertically, while leaving gaps between the pieces to support the drying of the soap.

Ahmad Mohamed Sabouni
[signature]

11/01/2023

Jbeili Masbana

Old Aleppo

(malge)
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| am Safwan Zanabili, son of Ahmed Misbah, owner of an artisanal facility for making Ghar soap located
in Bab Al-Nasr in the Ancient City of Aleppo.

| inherited this profession from my father and grandfather, as the Zanabili family is well-known in the
traditional Ghar soap profession for over than two-hundred years. Because this craft for soap making
is part of my cultural heritage, as well as part of the Aleppo community's culture and part of the
heritage of Syria, | support and consent to the nomination of the Aleppo Ghar Soap element to the
UNESCO list of human heritage.

Safwan Zanabili
Aleppo-26/09/2022

[Signature]

(male)






Son of the late Mazen Abed Albadie Zanabili

Since eternity, the City of Aleppo was distinguished by the crafting of Ghar soap. This craft is closely
connected to many families, like the family of Zanabili, that was well-known for the soap since the
beginning, where it has been passed on through several generations to ensure its continuity. And
many generations passed it to ensure its continuity.

Mazen Zanabili continued to practice this craft throughout the war, and today we have inherited it
from our father, wha inherited it from our grandfather befare him. We are striving to ensure the
continuity of this craft that is special for the City of Aleppo. | support the inscription of Aleppo Ghar
Soap on the Representative List of human heritage at UNESCO.

13/12/2022

Mohamed Waseem Zanabili

[signature]

(malg)
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Mohamed Saleh Milaji

I have worked in the craft of Aleppo Ghar soap since 1986 in the ‘Abed Albadie Zanabili' Masbana. |
learnt to cook the soap from Abed Albadie when we started to work together. | continued to work with
him, and then with his son Mohamed Mazen, and today | am working with his grandsons, where our
work has lived on from one generation to another. | am connected to this Masbana through an intense
love. It provides me with comfart and supports my mental health.

Today, [ work on transmitting this craft to my son, in order to ensure its continuity from one
generation to another, and to ensure that this craft is always synonymous with the great name of
Aleppo.

| consent to inscription of the Crafting of Aleppo Ghar Soap on UNESCO's List for human heritage
13/12/2022

Mohamed Saleh Milaji

[signature]

(male)
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| 'am Omar Hamid Aloushi from Aleppa City. | am A Master Cook for crafting Aleppo Ghar Soap. | started
to learn this craft since | was 15, and from then till now, | have 50 years of experience.

| have taught this craft to my son who now is a master himself, and will continue to be after me. When
cooking the soap, we add water to the lye, add the natural Metraf oil and allow the boiling process to
begin until it reaches saponification. Within this process of cooking and mixing, we add water or lye as
required. The mixture is left for 12 hours until full saponification where the red water is extracted from
underneath and it is ready to be poured. The soap is poured, then cut the next day when it is branded
and made into a Bebar until done drying in 7- 9 months.

Omar Hamid Aloushi
[signature]
12/01/2023

Mosbah Zanabili Masbana

(male)
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Ghiath Arab- Director of Khan al-Saboun (The Soap Khan)- Age 65 years.

Khan al-Saboun is an archaeological landmark of Aleppo that goes back to more than five hundred
years. It includes in its galleries the names of the owners of this element, in commemoration of their
loyalty to this craft, which is more than four thousand years old.

Ghar soap consists of olive oil and natural lye, then Ghar oil is added to it as desired. It is dried for a
period of no less than a year until it is ready for personal use.

This craft is particular to the city of Aleppo, which is why it is called ‘Aleppo Soap'. This label is
associated with this city which is why it cannot be replicated anywhere else in the world. | have no
restrictions towards this nomination. It would be an hanour for us to inscribe it on the Intangible
Heritage List.

Ghiath Arab
25/09/2022

[Signature]

(male)
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I'am Fatima Jiko, an accountant at Khan al-Saboun (The Soap Khan) since the 3% March. 2022. Age 22

| consent to the nomination of Aleppo Ghar Soap to the UNESCO Representative List for intangible
heritage, because | think it represents the identity of the community of Aleppo and Syria as well.

Fatima Jiko
25/09/2022

[Signature]

(female)
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Eileen Hanna

Age: 23 years

Education: Technical Institute of Computer Engineering, Network Engineering.

I have worked as a sales representative in Khan al-Saboun (The Soap Khan) for about ten months.

I consent to the nomination of Aleppo Ghar Soap to the UNESCO Representative List intangible
heritage.

Eileen Hanna
25/09/2022

[Signature]

(female)
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Ahmed Shawky Sabouni & Sons Co.

The production of Ghar Soap and scented soap
Aleppo, Ragga Highway

Phone: 0214551057 / 0933230145

| am Yazan Sabouni, (from) Ahmed Shawky Sabouni & Sons Company, my age is 27 years old.

The craft of making Ghar soap goes back in our family for mare than 150 years. It began in the hands
of my great-grandfather Bakri Sabouni, then it was inherited by his sons, all the way to my father, and
from him, to me and my brothers.

Despite my work as a civil engineer, | prefer to work in this ancient craft because it is part of the
identity and culture of the city of Aleppo, which we are proud of.

Also, in the Sabouni Masbana, we work on using environmentally friendly materials that support
sustainable development. To support for this craft ensure its transmission to younger generations, we
host students on school trips and groups of people and researchers wha are interested in the craft in
order to introduce them to the traditional methods of making Ghar soap.

An inscription to UNESCO's list of human heritage will work to raise awareness of the importance of
this traditional craft, and so | support the nomination of the Aleppo Ghar Soap.

Yazan Sabouni
27/09/2022

[Signature]

(male)
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| am Mousa Abu Shaer, aged 456 years. | have been working in the crafting of Aleppo Ghar Soap for 37
years. | work in the Sabouni family's Masbana, as a ‘Master Cutter', where my job is to cut the soap
and supervise the other workers. | have loved this soap and its smell since | was a child. | learned this
craft from my grandfather whom also worked at the Sabouni Masbana since 1985.

| support the nomination of the Crafting of Aleppo Ghar Soap ta the list of human heritage mat
UNESCO.

Mousa Abu Shaer
27/08/2022

[Signature]

(male)
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We are the workers of the Sabouni family Masbana, belonging to the sons of Ahmed Shawgi Sabouni.
We have inherited this traditional craft from our grandfathers and our fathers. We are all family
members and relatives who work together, and the craft is considered part of our family too. It
provides a livelihood for us and our children.

It is a symbol of the City of the Aleppo and its citizens. We work on making the soap from olive oil and

Ghar oil. We pour the soap on the floor and level it until it is ready to be cut. Afterwards, the Bebars are
built using high artisanal mastery, as they become beautiful structures that are efficient for drying the
soap in 6 - 9 months.

We consent to and support the inscriptian of this element (Aleppo Ghar Soap) on the Representative
List of human heritage at UNESCO, and we will continue to work and safeguard it, and transmit it, so
that its smell remains a part of our lives, and part of our city.

Mohamed Abo Shaar [Signature]
Abdo Abo Shaar [Signature]

Abed Algader Sabouni [Signature]
Mousa Abo Shaar [Signature]

Mohammed Hamdo Sabouni [Signature]
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If the love you have for something is in your blood, it is part of yourself so much that you can never
abandon or live without it.

This is what | can say about my lave for my craft and the craft of my father and grandfather (Aleppo
Ghar Soap).

From it | have taken my name, and because of it, | have retired my academic profession and decided to
work in the family craft so | can safeguard a heritage that should never stap.

As an Architect, | was interested in combining architecture with the crafting of soap that runs in my
blood. Whenever we mention our family name, we're known as the family that took its name from their
craft of its members.

As much as I love Aleppo Soap, | give my consent to inscribing this craft on the list for human heritage
at UNESCO, hoping that | can contribute, even with just my voice, to safeguarding it and transmitting
it to the next generation.

Architect, Zaher Ahmad Sabouni

[Signature and seal]

10/01/2023

(male)
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, the undersigned, Fadel Muhammad Anwar Fadel

Have been working in the Aleppo Ghar Soap profession for 35 years, which is one of the most
important features of the City of Aleppo. The city became famous throughout the ages, as people
would seek it out in order to acquire the Aleppa Ghar soap due to its benefits in treating
dermatophytes and skin diseases.

As one of the practitioners and enthusiasts, | assure my support for the nomination of this element to
the UNESCO Human Heritage List.

Fadel Fadel
27/09/2022

[Signature]

(male)
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I'm Yusra Qasem, I've been working in the soap packaging profession for two years.

I work in this profession to secure an independent income for myself, and because this craft is a
traditional heritage for which the city of Aleppa is famous for, and is linked to our inherited customs
and traditions.

| encourage the inclusion of Aleppo Ghar soap on the UNESCO Intangible Heritage List at UNESCO.

Yusra Qasem

28/09/2022

[Signature]

(female)
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| am Aida Esber Shawi, born in 1956, from the village of Rasafgh in the Masyaf region. For 45 years |
have worked in the extraction of Ghar oil using the traditional manual methods, which sometimes is
challenging but it helps the preservation, protection, and pruning of the laurel tree, as it is a wild forest
tree.

During Ghar season, we pick the laurel berries, then put them in a pot to boil until they are ripe. Then we
grind the pulp and add cold water over them and boil them again until the oil rises to the surface.

My children and | skim the oil off the surface and filter it. This provides a financial return for me and my
family. The laurel tree is a blessing to me, and it has many medicinal benefits, and so | support the
nomination of the Aleppo Ghar Soap to UNESCOQ's list because of its association with Ghar laurel oil.

Aida Esber Shawi
20/10/2022

[Signature]

(female)
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Hassan Ali Suleiman
From Rasafeh, Masyaf
| have worked in the crafting and trading of laurel oil for 20 years.

My father whom | inherited this craft from, raised me with the love of this blessed tree. It is always
green and tender. My family members and myself are active is nurturing tress, we protect them and
then reap their berries and extract their oils so that it can be used in the crafting of Aleppo Ghar Soap
within Aleppo’s Masaben.

Laurel oil helps the lives of peaple in the villages by providing them with economic returns and
contributing to strengthening bonds between families, but also between communities in the villages
and in Aleppo.

I encourage the inscription of Aleppo Ghar Soap on the Representative List of the Intangible Heritage
at UNESCO.

Hassan Ali Suleiman
18/10/2022

[Signature]

(male)



s w\f/"/ Ary ‘“l)w cle e 2o YA
QS/J’(,R/U/«QMJ}()W/J/\ PP WW“/,PW/J
lﬁ/ﬁ\@//’d"bu; iy %Ww Lot gl
AL o s ¥i 2 0 (g0 b b o gt Lo Lt
s (ol ip GhE) D
W&«ocu//)'\ \jn&J;uY\’;/L}L,c\,J 2 Cg\/,, Ad e
‘,lfwb)\,o 4//—/2/3 o\, o) v, u’;Ww’XuJLu\
WLP/,M/JJ\/)M) CApaa=t 5V oV s 5 AW NS Ve

W’WL"/’“W /Leﬂ5uyb//JWt—5'”\w
\)/C/)) Wuﬂd)?z X\,//,.M



| am Ibrahim Mohammed Salman, from the village of Rasafeh.

My family and | work during the Ghar oil season. We prune and take care of the wild laurel trees,
preserve them and protect them.

When the fruits are ripe, we harvest the laurel berries after the rain. We gather family members and
the villagers to help gather the season's berries and start extracting their oils.

In the first stage we put the berries in a pot, add water, then bail them until they split open. In the
second stage we filter the water, grind the berries then boil them again over a fire until the oil
appears, after which we skim it off the surface. The oil is also filtered with the help of my family
members.

linherited these skills from my father, who was a master of this craft ta the fullest. On behalf of my
family and as a member of the community, | encourage the inscription of Aleppo Ghar Soap on the
UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Heritage because it is related to the Ghar oil that we
extract.

lbrahim Mohammed Salman
18/10/2022

[Signature]

(male)
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Muhammad Abdul Karim Milaji (Abu Karmo)

Since [ was a child, | have thought of that one soap piece that my grandfather made which was called
‘mastara’ kind of like a model piece. | took it from his hand wrapped in a piece of paper because it was
still one-day old, and therefore still soft. | placed it down carefully in the cabinet. | understood back
them, that the Master Cook would always keep this one piece in sight as a way to monitor the
changes in the other pieces that were organized into towers. They had to stay there for 6-9 months to
dry properly, and they wouldn't be used before a year had passed, this process is called ‘Taateeq'
(aging).

The smell of the soap invigorated me back then so much that | can still smell it now. The love | had for
the soap remained until | was in the 10t year of my schooling, when | asked my grandfather to allow
me to start frequenting the Masbana, to which he agreed. | became attached to this craft. | would ask
my grandfather many questions about it, about its history and its development and he always taught
me a lot.

I had managed to learn this profession (craft). | had the ambition and determination to understand the
secrets of the profession. When | was 23 years of age, | managed to cook my first batch of soap on my
own, without the help of my grandfather or my uncles. The market grading and the grading of other
craftsman for my soap was very good, and with the blessings of God, until this day | strive to be the
best in its crafting, because it is a natural product with many benefits for the hair, skin and allergies.

Now, | have passed on the craft to my children, Abdul Karim, Fatima and Reem. | want this craft to
remain in their minds so they can preserve it in the best way. An outside of the scope of my family, |
still teach the secrets of this craft so it can remain an element of living heritage that is talked about
and practiced. My wish is that we continue to protect this craft so that it continues to be transmitted
through the generations of my community. Therefore, | support the inscription of Aleppo Ghar Soap on
the Representative List of Intangible Heritage.

Muhammad Abdul Karim Milaji
19/10/2022

[Signature]

(male)
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We are the daughters of Abu Karmo Muhammad Milaji, Fatima Milaji, Souriya Milaji and Reem Milaj.

We are now helping our father in the profession of making traditional soap by preparing the ingredients
then mixing, drying and packaging the soap.

My father inherited this craft from his ancestors and is waorking on transmitting the knowledge and
experiences related to it onto us, so that we can help him in the Masbana located in Dreikish. We
carried this heritage with us from Aleppo to Dreikish.

This professian requires working with fove and a sense of giving, because it is part of our culture and
reflects our Aleppo identity. We encourage and support the inscription of the Crafting of Aleppo Ghar
Soap at UNESCO on the list of intangible heritage.

Souriya Milaji (female)

Fatima Milaji (female)

Reem Milaji (female)
18/10/2022

[Signature]
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Haidar Abed Al-Latif Sleiman from Dreikish, Tartous, Syria

| began practicing the craft of Ghar soap in 2017 and | felt its beauty. Its connected to nature, to our
heritage and to the identity of Syria. | work with Muhammad Abdul Karim Milaji wha is ariginally from
Aleppo. We cooperate and help each other in producing Ghar soap and natural olive-oil soap within a
workshop in the city of Dreikish. It was from Muhammad (Abu Karmo) that | acquired the skills and
expertise for this craft, after he has inherited it from his ancestaors.

The craft has contributed to strengthening social connections between Aleppo and Dreikish, where
entire families from both of these areas practice the same craft, this is why | encourage UNESCO to
inscribe the element of the crafting of Aleppo Ghar Soap on the Representative List of Intangible
Heritage.

Haidar Abed Al-Latif Sleiman
[Signature]
19/10/2022

(male)
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The Fronlog Environmental Development Society

The Fronlog Environmental Development Society was established in 2018 by the efforts of the local
community of the Fronlog natural reserve and its surrounding farms and villages.

Members of the Saciety include technicians (experts) as well the village communities from within and
around the reserve.

Association's goals

- Preserving biodiversity and sustainable development, and creating income-generating projects for the
benefit of the people in the vicinity of the forest and the reserve, especially the women who contribute
to the support and stability of these communities.

-Protect the plant community, especially the laurel tree which has a high environmental, economic and
tourist value, where its fruits are used to produce Ghar oil that is used in the making of natural soap.
Accordingly, the Fronlog Society supports the nomination of the element of the Crafting Aleppo Ghar
Soap on the UNESCO Human Heritage List, due to its close association with Ghar oil.

President of the Fronlog Society
Eng. Somar Maryam

[Signature]

(Male)
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We are the local members of the Fronlog Environmental Development Society. The Society includes
members from the local community, especially women, so that it supports and enhances the role of
women in these communities. The women in this Society extract natural Ghar oil by sustainable
manual methads. This oil contributes to the manufacturing of Ghar soap, which has social and
economic value for Syria in general.

We agree, as members of this Society, and women from the local community, to the inscription of the
element of the Crafting of Aleppo Ghar Soap on the Representative List of human heritage at UNESCO.

Majdoulin Kousa Manal Qadar Ruba Salhab
[Signature] [Signature] [Signature]
Raghad Uzun Dima Jaafar Marwa Sharbieh
[Signature] [Signature] [Signature]
Ruba Sharbiyeh Bushra Karmo Dalal Hbira
[Signature] [Signature] [Signature]
Ramah Al Qaseer Maryam Khalil Jliko Sahar Khansa
[Signature] [Signature] [Signature]
Tala Younis Walaa Karmo Samaher Uzun
[Signature] [Signature] [Signature]

(15 females)
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Ahmad Ali lbrahim. | am the President of the Kasab Forest Outpost, under the Directorate of
Agriculture in Lattakia. The Laurel tree is present in several main areas including Alsamra, Ashawerni,
AL-Naame, Al-Rabwe. The Outpost coordinates with the local community on the harvesting of the
Laurel berries in November each year, and then supplying local production units with the berries so
they can extract the Ghar oil. Through our coordination with Directorate of Agriculture, we also transfer
amounts of Laurel berries to the Directorate's plant nursery for new propagations. We work with the
local community to preserve the laurel trees and protect them from vandalism so we can continue to
benefit from them.

With all my conviction, | support the inscription of the crafting of Aleppo Ghar Soap on the
Representative List of intangible heritage at UNESCO.

Ahmad Ibrahim

[Signature]



Wil e D¢

5 A A 1 l. ' ) 1, ) ,
”WBJ//\//_% ) —)f—J/«]DAJ >7}v/¢)“</\’/\*0/s7)/

\ ‘ )
Of‘s/&—;f,/:wf"‘%/ wiwrﬂ‘(wp(;é -/
T‘/J_J/%’/ [,V( (};][\D/\/ \\/\/J/gp/d/u

-

~ [
w VPR LT, B > l ‘
/)A/ J/,C’/(/‘/t/ . =7 j o J\/'Zﬁ \b‘:’}/"",..z \2_/(-{3

.

,/";»/ I\Y,‘/«//”//J/TCJV') 5—-::/{{)1/ CJ)/V’J/U e L

O/w*;v,/})/)flw(yvﬂjj d;

‘U Q («/(7/
(/‘/(} /LL?

}/Mweﬂ b £
- )



We are the local team for the harvesting of Ghar berries in Kasab.

We pick the fruits of the Ghar in coordination and under the supervision of the Forestry Outpost in
Kasab. Harvesting the Ghar berries is one of the customs and traditions inherited down from
grandparents to parents to their children. Through our engagement with civil society groups, we learnt
the techniques of picking the berries on time, and the economic and psychological benefits that it
brings.

We, as a local community group from Kasab, encourage and support the inscription of the Crafting of
Aleppo Ghar Soap element on the list of intangible human heritage at UNESCO.

[Signatures]

Hussein Qouja Adel Deek Bashar Qouja
Hassan Muhanna Tahir Shrouf Fadi Sanar
Wael Qaddar Houssam Muhanna

Akram Farrar
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Presented by Agricultural Engineer, Rabab Warda
Head of Agricultural and Family Rural Development Department / Lattakia Agriculture Directorate
The main objective of the Department:

Empowering rural families, while focusing efforts on empowering the rights of rural women, especially
economic rights. We work on the training of rural women so they obtain skills and knowledge in the
following:

o Small project management
e Food manufacturing

e Manual manufacturing

e Home gardens

e Health and childcare

e Marketing of rural products

We help rural women implement income-generating projects and benefit from natural and agricultural
resources, such as making Ghar soap, medicinal and aromatic plants, and others. We also provide
loans for women to establish these projects, in addition to manufacturing units and sales halls
(marketing outlets) for rural products. We focus on existing natural resources to give them added
value, especially for villages that are famous for the laurel trees, where we extract laurel oil and use it
to make soap and creams. Therefore, we encourage the inscription of the Ghar Soap element on the
UNESCO intangible heritage list.

Head of Agricultural and Family Rural Development Department
Eng. Rabab Warda
[Signature]
17/10/2022

(female)
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Bashar Aladdin, Agricultural Engineer, Director of the Hanadi Forest Nursery

Hanadi Forest Nursery: A nursery affiliated to the Ministry of Agriculture & Agrarian Reform and the
Lattakia Directorate of Agriculture. It is specialised in the production of all types of forest seedlings,
including the production of laurel seedlings.

Its production begins with the cultivation of the seed, which is obtained through the forestry department
in the governorate, they are mechanically treated in the nursery and then cultivated until they are one-
year-old, to be suitable for transfer to their permanent land /forest lands, or private agricultural lands/

With the aim of preserving the sustainability of this tree within our environment due to its enviranmental
and industrial benefits, and supporting our local community, | support the inscription of the Aleppo Ghar
Soap element on the representative list of intangible heritage elements.

Agricultural Engineer
Bashar Aladdin
[Signature]
17/10/2022

(male)



J)k’ﬁ)‘?-rffn//f-”' Q"//'c.//,‘;,k ('-:(J\?)b,l_".,,
f}q}';v‘/)”’/‘a}z@f i SaE P NS PR TIE RV N S
ot f\E LT AR e e 3V s
e R g R s LA
A Ca R T ) o
=\ \ e \ ,
=S LU, bl It 1 2
;\{l\,é Aol NS lpdilee ¥ Sy e
» - . . - )
b At gl 2o Pt o7
/;/Lé Moo o m a2 Py e St S
T e
- ’ ~ , \ - ¢ \,&‘\'
AR o oyl T S

S s Z MY
ARV AN b=
=t Akt \ oo WS

Q)bﬂ\‘/ﬁl})‘j/w -~




| am Mr. Ali Habash, born in Afrin in 1953

I have been waorking in the production of soap and its oil for about forty years, and | still do. | started
this profession in Afrin, Aleppo, but during the war | maved to the Industrial City in Hasya, Homs due to
the conditions at the time.

| work on bequeathing this profession to my children, so | confirm my suppart for the nomination of the
element of the Crafting of Aleppo Ghar Soap on the UNESCQO list of human heritage.

Ali Habash
22/11/2022

[Signature]

(male)
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| am Mr. Shero Habash, born in Afrin 1981
| work in the field of soap oil /Metraf/

I'inherited this profession from my father. | previously worked in the legal field, then in the tourism
field, but now | work in this craft because of the environmental and cultural importance. | also believe
in the importance of preserving our environemtal resources, including the olive tree, the blessed tree.
Therefore, | support the nomination of the Aleppo Ghar Soap element, and its associated practices.
This will have a good impact on the development of my practice (Metraf oil), and the manufacturing of
other natural products that depend on this blessed tree and its olives, including its olive seeds which
are used for heating and the production of charcoal, without having to harm or destroy any trees.

Shero Habash
22/11/2022

[Signature]

(malg)
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| am Mrs. Abeer Khalil Khalil

| work in the Fronlog Environmental Development Saciety. My field of wark includes contributing to the
activities of the environmental restaurant and the Society's sales hall.

The sales hall contributes to the marketing of products made by rural women in the local community.
By displaying these products and securing job opportunities, we help support the income of families in
the local community, and increase the economic independence of rural women. One of the most
important products in this Society is Ghar oil and Ghar soap, which is extracted from the laurel tree
forests within the lands of the natural reserve in Kasab. Because of this, | encourage the inscription of
the element of the Crafting of Aleppo Ghar Soap on the Representative List of Intangible Heritage.

Abeer Khalil Khalil
17/10/2022
Lattakia

[Signature]

(female)
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Intro: Producers and supervisors of the hall for Rural Women's Productions

The hall sells and markets various products by rural women, including straw-made trays, food
products, Ghar soap, which is considered important for empowering small projects for rural women.
This provides permanent job opportunities for rural women, including those who make Ghar soap.

We support the inscription of the Ghar soap to the intangible heritage list.

Mayada Ghazal (female)

[Signature]

Manal Dannoura (female)

[Signature]

Rafiga Asaad (female)

[Signature]

Khadija Hmeidi (female)

[Signature]

Manar Saqqour (female)

[Signature]
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Syrian Arab Republic
Aleppo Chamber of Industry
No.: /1964
Date: 22/12/2022
To whom it may concern

Greetings,

Proceeding from the role of the Aleppo Chamber of Industry in revitalising and supporting traditional
industries and crafts due to their economic, heritage and humanitarian importance, the Aleppo
Chamber of Industry supports the nomination of the Crafting of Aleppo Ghar Soap on UNESCQ's human
heritage lists.

The craft of Aleppo Ghar Soap dates back more than 2000 years. Its beginnings were associated with
the craft of olive pressing, and the use of olive oil in the manufacture and production of soap, where
special Masaben (soap factaries) were established for the manufacture of Aleppo Ghar Soap. Some of
these Masaben are still active today, including heritage Masaben that are hundreds of years old,
including the Jbeili, Zanabili and Fansa Masaben, among others, including other Masaben that no
longer exist today but were thousands of years old.

Ghar Soap has always been associated with the name of Aleppo and its heritage, and it has always
occupied an advanced position in Syrian, Arab and international markets due to it being a 100% natural
product, characterised by unique medicinal properties, in addition to it being an important economic
element.

Based on the above, the Aleppo Chamber of Industry reiterates its suppart for nominating the element
of the Crafting of Aleppo Ghar Soap to the lists of human heritage, in order to preserve and protect this
important traditional craft, highlight the pivatal role of Aleppa in the establishment and continuity of
this craft and protecting it from extinction.

Please accept my sincere greetings and appreciation.

Eng. Fares Al-Shihabi
Chairman of the Board of Directors

[signature and seal]

Tel: 2033 - Fax: 2114802
Aleppo- Syria - P.0.Box: 1859
www.aci.org.sy - info@aci.org.sy
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Centre for Syrian Professionals in Aleppo

For the Training and Development of Traditional Crafts

The Centre for Syrian Professionals is a non-profit, civil society association concerned with the
revitilisation and development of traditional crafts inherited from the ancestors of the City of Aleppo.
The Centre started operating in 1996 in the Almaji neighbourhood / one of the neighbourhoods of the
0ld City, which is the cradle of creative and skilled hands. The Centre has held many exhibitions and
offers free training courses to help the younger generations to preserve their heritage. Even though our
headquarters were damaged during the war, we never stopped working. Instead, we re-established the
headguarters within a public park and continued to train new skilled craftspeople.

Among the traditional crafts that we preserve is the craft of Ghar Soap. We have planted laurel trees
in the public park, trained people on how to extract the Ghar oil from the fruit of the tree and plant new
laurel seedlings. We have also established initiatives to distribute laurel seedlings and plant them in
several other places. We have successfully trained women on how to preparing Ghar soap, since it is a
very important craft that the City of Aleppo is distinguished for.

Therefore, the Centre for Syrian Professionals in Aleppo confirms its support for the nomination of the
Aleppo Ghar Soap craft to the lists of human heritage at UNESCO. Aleppo Ghar soap holds a great value
for the identity of the City of Aleppo and of the craftsmen who have preserved it as the legacy of their
ancestors. It is a craft that goes back hundreds of years.

President

Mustafa Nou

The Centre for Syrian Professionals in Aleppo, register No. 224/2015, Headquarters, Public Park - Tel.
0212114994
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Syrian Arab Republic,
Aleppo Chamber of Industry
Number:

Date :

We, are the craftsmen of traditional Aleppo Ghar soap within the Aleppo Ghar Soap Committee. We
confirm our support and affirmation for the inscription of the element of the Crafting of Aleppo Ghar
Soap on the list of human heritage at UNESCO, due to the importance this heritage has for the Syrian
cultural identity.

Refaat Al Ammo [signature]

Ahmed Mohamed Adeeb Khargi [signature]
Mohamed Hussein Zahra [signature]
Mahmoud Muhammad Biram [signature]
Aktham Haitham Al-Abrash [signature]
Ramy Fansa [signature]

Jankiz Kefo Habash [signature]

Ali Omar Shami [signature]

Muhammad Zuhair Haggani [signature]
Talal Fansa [signature]

Children of Mazen Zanabili [signature]
Hasan Muhammed Dib Khargi [signature]
Sons of Ahmad Shawgi Sabouni [signature]
Jamal Najjar [signature]

Adnan Najjar [signature]

Muhammad Hisham Jebeili [signature]
Azad Akkash Sheikho [signature]

Abed Al-Latif Qudaymati [signature]



Abdul Sattar Qudaymati [signature]

Muhammad Sadeq Sarmani [signature]
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Mohamed Hazem Mustafa Merah

The Merah family has worked in the production and trading of excellent Aleppo Ghar soap since the old
time. This is a craft passed on from fathers to the children. My father's store is located in Masaben
Street (Soap Street), that has long been associated with the crafting of soap. This craft is lovely in all
its stages. The use of natural olive and Ghar oils provide medicinal benefits, and it is part of the
heritage and culture of Aleppo, and therefore, | consent to the inscription of the crafting of Aleppo Ghar
Soap at UNESCO within the Lists of Human Heritage.

Mohamed Hazem Mustafa Merah
[signature]

13/12/2022

(male)
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I am Ghazwan Bostaji, son of Yousuf, born in the Old City of Aleppe in 1974. | am a local of Old Aleppo:

|'am a writer and a narrator of popular intangible cultural heritage stories from Aleppo, traditions from
Aleppo and the Hakawati (storytellers):

The Aleppo Ghar Soap is a tradition and a craft that is rooted in the people of Aleppo. There are many
Aleppo proverbs linked to these traditions, and since | am interested in the intangible cultural heritage
of Aleppo, | have recorded these traditional stories in a collection called ‘Aleppan Narratives'.

| encourage the inscription of the Aleppo Ghar Soap on the Representative List of Intangible Heritage
at UNESCO.

Ghazwan Bostaji
[signaturg]

12/12/2022

(male)
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I am Abdullah Kali from the city of Aleppo. Born in 1982. | work as a Master Cook at the Ali Shami
Masbana for traditional Aleppo soap. | have been working in this heritage craft for 20 years. | inherited
it from my father whom learnt it from inside the historical Masaben in Aleppo. | love this craft as it
reminds me of my father, it is a traditional inherited craft from our identity and culture. | enjoy cooking
this soap that has been associated with Aleppo for hundreds of years, and | am working on teaching
the techniques of soap cooking to my brother, and other younger workers.

| support the inscription of this traditional craft on UNESCQ's List for intangible heritage, hoping that
it would act as a beautiful image of this city, and help it to be passed on from one generation to
another.

This craft is hard, especially the cooking. You need years of continuous practicing and to avoid
mistakes and master it fully. The soap is natural, made from the second press of the olive oil, and
natural Ghar oil. It is an inherited traditional craft made by hand.

Abdullah Kali
[Signature]
09/01/2023

(male)
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Al-Adyat

Archaelogical Society

Number:
Date: 14/01/2023
The craft of making soap

Aleppo is a city that existed thousands of years ago, in which there are many cultural societies,
including the Al-Adyat Society, which is an ancient Society that was established in 1924. It has
several branches in the Syrian governorates, and it is concerned with tangible and intangible heritage.
It activities are varied, including field visits to the neighborhoods of Old Aleppo and to Syrian Heritage
Sites. It also organises conferences on different subjects concerning history and heritage, and
organizes concerts for traditional music and singing. It also provides access researchers and
university students to its library, and holds workshops on some of the traditional crafts that its local
communities are distinguished for, and are considered distinctive of Aleppo.

I was born carrying the symbol of Ghar Soap. How is that? | was born in the Masaben neighborhood,

where those who practice the preparation of Aleppo Ghar Soap gather. It is one of the characteristics
of Aleppo that permeates its popular proverbs, the stories of grandmathers and the songs of children.
When we want to preserve our woolen clothes, we store some pieces of Aleppo Ghar soap with them.

If @ person from Aleppo travels outside of his city, he brings his hasts a gift of Aleppo Ghar Soap, no
matter where he is going. If we wanted to talk about the benefits of Aleppo Ghar Soap, we would say:
It was made by skilled craftsmen who acquired the craft from their fathers, it is environmentally
friendly, as all its materials come from nature, its fragrant from natural materials (Ghar oil extracted
from the laurel plant), and it has a high cleaning ability due to its chemical balance (pH level), which is
a skill of an excellent craftsman.

After everything that | have mentioned, | say that we, as the Adyat Society, support the listing of the
Crafting of Aleppo Ghar Soap on the human heritage list because of the economic importance it holds
for its practitioners, and its social, historical and cultural importance.

Officer in charge of Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Board of Directors of the Adyat Society
Pharmacist, Mona Mohamed Tajo

[Signature]

(female)
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Kawa Mohammed Amin Habash, | own a Masbana in Afrin, which | have inherited from my father, and he
inherited it from his father. | continue to work in this craft despite the situation in our country, where |
had to leave my hometown Afrin to the city of Aleppo in order to safeguard this craft and ensure its
continuity. As it is part of our history and heritage, | support the inscription of the Crafting of Aleppo
Ghar Soap at UNESCO'S list.

Kawa Habash
[Signature]

08/01/2023

(male)
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We are craftsmen of Aleppo Ghar Soap. We include craftsmen who pour the soap, cut it, gather it, build
it into Bebars and label it. We have inherited the craft from our fathers and grandfathers. We do this
work because it provides our families with a source of livelihood, and we are proud of the existence of
this craft Aleppo as part of the cultural heritage of this city.

As workers and artisans of Aleppo Ghar soap, we encourage the inscription of this craft on the
Representatives List of intangible cultural heritage at UNESCO.

Abed Al-Naser Mchammed Adnan Sakka [Signature]
Ali Sabouni [Signature]

Mohammed Nour [Signature]

Mostafa Darmish [Signature]

Adnan Sakka [Signature]

Bakri Aasy [Signature]

Mohammed Darmish [Signature]

08/01/2023
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We are the workers at the 'Ali Shami' Masbana for the crafting of traditional Ghar soap. We help the
Master Cook add the oils and the saponification ingredient. Afterwards, we help in pouring the soap on
the floor, level it, and after a period of one day, we cut the soap and label it, after which it is built into
the Bebars to continue to dry.

This craft is inherited from one generation to another, each one of us learned it or inherited it from one
of his ancestors. We encourage inscribing this heritage element, Aleppo Ghar soap on the
Representative List of UNESCO so it can continue living as part of us, and we can keep transmitting it
to our children. This craft represents our history, heritage, culture and the culture of our city, Aleppo.

Abdo Shatilla [Signature]
Hussain Shatilla [Signature]
Ahmed Shatilla [Signature]
Mohammed Shatilla [Signature]
Yosuf Shatilla [Signature]
Mostafa Bodaka [Signature]
Mohammed Bodaka [Signature]
Shaaban Kali [Signature]
08/01/2023
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Ali Omar Shami, owner of an Aleppo Ghar Masbana. | inherited this craft from my father and he inherited
it from his father since 1970.

This is a heritage craft, and pleasure to work on. Each batch of soap is treated by the Master
Craftsman as a child, caring for it until it is ready. This craft existed thousands of years ago, and
belongs to the communities in Aleppa. The smell of Ghar fills our streets and attracts passers-by who
stop to watch and learn about it.

| support and encourage the inscription of this element of crafting Aleppo Ghar soap onUNESCO's list
of human heritage, in order for it to continue, as | work on transmitting it to my children, just like it
was transmitted from my father. So this craft continues to be a part of this family, and this family
continues to be part of the City of Aleppo. This craft is part of the identity and history of this city.

Ali Omar Shami
[Signature and seal]
09/01/2023

(male)
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I'am Eng. Jankiz Habash Kefo, industrialist and artisan in the field of extracting Pomace oil (Metraf
oil), and crafting Ghar soap in Afrin.

My father established the first facility to extract the Metraf oi, which is the main ingredient for making
Aleppo Ghar soap. This facility was the first family-run press in 1979 in Afrin Aleppo. After the death of
my father, we continued as his children practicing this craft, but extended in the soap-making craft
too.

Us children established a Masbana on the same piece of land where our Metraf oil press is. When my
father was alive, he was would make Aleppo Ghar Soap within the Masaben that we used to supply
with Metraf oil. After this, we became the first family to practice the extraction of Metraf oil, and the
crafting of Aleppo Ghar soap in Afrin.

Today, in my pursuit to pass on my family craft, | support the inscription of the crafting of Aleppo Ghar
soap on the human heritage list at UNESCO.

| as a Syrian citizen and from Afrin. And the symbal of Afrin is the olive tree. | am also an agicultural
engineer, and | am connected through my soul to nature. | come from a rural town, and Aleppo Gahr
Soap is part of our nature, therefore, | reiterate my words above.

Agricultural Engineer, Janki Habash

[signature]

14/01/2023

(male)
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| am Abed Alkareem Mohammed Milaji from Aleppo. | wark in the craft of cooking the soap. | work in the
Masbana belonging to Mr. Jankis Kefo.

I have inherited this craft for my father and he has inherited it from his father, | have been waorking in
this craft for 24 years. This craft is considered ane of the main parts of the city of Aleppo. | have loved
the craft since | was a child and it has become part of me. Because of this, | support the inscription of
the element of Aleppo Ghar Soap on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage at UNESCO,
for it to continue as part of our identity and history.

Abd Alkareem Mohammed Milajy
[Signature]
08/01/2023

(male)
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