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The Palestine Standards Institution (PSl) presents its comptimmemnts—for
UNESCO.

And regarding the registration of the tradition of making Nabulsi soap in
Palestine- in the representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Human in UNESCO”, PSI sends this letter to support the Palestinian Cultural
Ministry to obtain the registration of the mentioned element.

The Palestinian Standards Institution (PSl), as a general brief, works according
to the law of standards and metrology no 6/2000, and it is considered the
authorized body for developing standards, technical regulations, developing
conformity assessment systems (testing, inspection, certification), in addition
to the metrology system.

PSI has its main objectives which are: adopt standards, conformity
assessment and metrology based on well-established, modern, and scientific
principles. And assist in protection the health of citizens, and environmental
by adopting Palestinian standards, measurements and granting certificates
and conformity marks. In addition to support the national economy and
economic development plans and contribute to the modernization of industry
in coordination with the concerned institutions in Palestine,

PSI supports the national economy by ensuring the products quality and
competitiveness, in addition to support and facilitate the Palestinian products
access to the international markets. Hence, the existence of Palestinian
standards that are harmonized with the requirements of the regional and
/ international standards, and it is applied on the national products especially
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the traditional and heritage products, this will lead to protect the idegi’i;.y of
the national product when enters the international markets, mainly by

applying the product labeling.

In this letter we ensure that we have a developed and approved Palestinian
standard for the municipal soap (PS 854), also we ensure that the tradition
Nabulsi soap in Palestine fulfils the requirements of the PS standard and this
product is tested and certified of PS quality mark. Moreover, the label with its
information specially the country origin, the producer’s name, the
ingredients...etc. are fixed on the package of the soap, this will protect our

traditional product from counterfeiting and fake.

Based on the above, we would be thankful if you agreed our recommendation
to register the mentioned elements in the representative List of the Intangible

Cultural Heritage of Human in UNESCO”,

Regards,
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To the Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee / UNESCO

Support and Approval Letter

I am Mr. Ahmad Darweesh Al-Fakhori, | work in Ash-Shakaa soap
kitchen in the city of Nablus. My work in the soap kitchen provides my
family and me with a decent living. | learned to cook soap from my
grandfather and started to work in the soap kitchen when | was twenty
years old. We follow the safety instructions in cooking soap subject to
inspection by the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Quality after
finishing the product which will enter the market.

Most of the Palestinians here trust Nabulsi soap, and hardly a house is
devoid of soap. Although soaps rely on easy works to make soap, we
call it a factory because it turns oil into another substance, which is
soap, and it is good at cleaning oils from hands, utensils, and clothes.

I am proud of this traditional industry that | learned from my ancestors
and had a craft to live from. Therefore, | offer my support to the
Ministry of Culture in its intention to present the Nabulsi soap element
and the knowledge associated with it for registration on the
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity

the signature: ]x\\mcxck Dovweesh
the address: 1§\ a\p\ug
The Mobile phone: »pa4%2 UL 1DH
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To the Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee / UNESCO

Letter of support and approval

I, Nabil Abdul-Jabbar Algam, am a researcher in the affairs of
Palestinian cultural heritage and folklore, and an author of books on
intangible cultural heritage topics. One of the elements of this cultural
heritage that we as Palestinians are proud of and practice so far is the
"Nabulsi soap-making tradition" as this element has been passed down
from generation to generation and has continued to this day. The soap
is regarded as one of the signs of the Palestinian national identity
associated with the land and the human being due to its association
with the olive tree.

| participated with the Ministry of Culture in the meetings that took
place regarding the preparation of the nomination file for the element
"The Tradition of Nabulsi Soap Making" for registration on the UNESCO
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity List with pleasure and pride, |
-hope that this registration will be successful because it is worthy of it,
so | submitted this letter to the Ministry of Culture in support for file.

Sincerely,

sighature: Na,\a\\ A\alqm
address: Rama\aln
Mobile phone: % A8 2K 1o ( B
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To the Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee / UNESCO

Letter of support and approval

We are the Women’s Association of Al-Aboudieh, after following up on
what the Ministry of Culture is doing to safeguard the intangible
cultural heritage, we would like to suggest about nominating Nabulsi
soap element on the representative list of the intangible cultural
heritage, and this is after consulting many women in this association
who are soap makers.

the signature: Nooye \i\(\vor\\

the address: Ao wdk { Ra_Ma\\w‘/\
Mobile phone: o544 335834
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To the Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee / UNESCO
Letter of support and approval

I'am Mr. Khaled Omar Ibrahim Diab, and my wife, from Mazari’ al-
Nubani village, outskirt of Ramallah city. We have olive farms. When
the season of the olive and the olive press comes, we choose part of
the oil to cook the soap. We have a family and some of them are
students in the universities. Actually, we would not have grown up
without our oil.

My wife and | have a small business at home. We cook soap and make a
product in order to market it and improve the family’s income.
Moreover, we feel that we are safeguarding our land and our olive
trees as long as we make our own soap from it. We learned soap
making from our grandmothers who taught us the method with high
craftsmanship so that the soap is of the best quality.

Our little daughter is in the university now, she intends to develop this
home industry in the future. She is proud of what our ancestors created
in producing soap that is good for the skin and for cleaning more than
any other soap.

My wife, | and all of our family offer our support to the Ministry of
Culture for what it intends to work on in registering the Nabulsij soap
element on the representative list of the intangible cultural heritage of
humanity.

the signature: Kholed oo
the address: MM azaA ol Nuban( / Ramallahy
Mobile phone: 05A9F Ue Yo
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To the Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee / UNESCO

Letter of support and approval

I am Suad Owais, a trained lawyer and a volunteer in safeguarding of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage-Al-Aboudiyyah Women’s Association-. |
stayed informed about the safeguarding of the | ntangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity. When | did my graduation project, | benefited
greatly from the information that they gave me about the National List
of Heritage Elements and the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity at UNESCO.

| talked with the director of the association in Aboud, and we came to
the ministry with a request that the Nabulsi soap will be the element
that will be submitting it for nomination the next year. Thus, the
experts of the ministry and heritage found that this element is suitable
in terms of content for nomination on the list, and work began to
prepare the nomination file. | was chosen as a liaison between me and
the local community committee of the heritage bearers and, to
communicate with them and inform them of the developments of this
file. Besides, We held meetings, | took approvals and letters of support,
and we supervised the shooting of the film and photos. Indeed, all work
was a part of the heritage bearers participation and the local
corrimunity in all its stages.

The signature: _S’u\aok O wad s
The address: AV o ud | Romalah
The Mobile phone: 5 49 %) 3930
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To the Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee / UNESCO

Support and Apbroval Letter

I am Mrs. Arabiya Al-Shayeb, from linesinia village, outskirt of Nablus
city. | am 76 years old. | make Nabulsi soap, as we have a surplus of oil
after the olive harvest season. | learned soap making from my mother
and my mother got it from my grandmother. Thus, we were able to
cook soap once a year, and we make enough for cleaning purposes
throughout the year. We also give it as a gift my dear relatives.

1

My daughter helps me to cook the soap and tells me: maybe | can
develop your soap in the future when | graduate from the university.

| was pleased with what the Ministry of Culture told me about its
intention to submit the Nabulsi soap making file to the representative
list of the intangible cultural heritage of humanity. | am proud to be
helping in this matter because Nabulsi soap has been with us
throughout our lives, we learned it from our ancestors, and It will
remain our legacy forever.

the signature: AroJOl'gC\. ALfs\na»aQb

the address: \JHQSiV\\‘q / Nablu g
the Mobile phone: bq ¥ BB g4
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To the Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee / UNESCO

Support and Approval Letter

I, Ms.Tamara Ismail, from Beit Iba village, outskirt of Nablus, graduated
with major - English language and literature, minor - French language.

Tradition Nabulsi soap is as a part of our culture. I used to use Nabulsi
soap when I saw my grandmother cook it for us ever since I was a child,
as an annual need of the house. I used this type of soap because it is
distinctive one from the other kinds of soap to contain olive oil. [ noticed
its efficacious effect that affects the skin in terms of aesthetics and
healthy.

I am proud of this traditional making and will teach it to my children in
the future. I was pleased with the Ministry of Culture's registration of the
Nablus soap element on the representative list element of the intangible
cultural heritage of UNESCO. Indeed, I wish them success in presenting
this file.

The signature: To-moro
The address: Reiv \‘oa I Nabins
The Mobile phone: ~ & AbL46H % 64
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