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National List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Republic of Iraq
for 2014 and updating through (2017, 2019, 2021) after adding number of

elements.
No. | Name of an element Category of an element /ICH domain
1. | Nowrouz Social practices , rituals and festive events
2. | Khidr Elias Feast and its Vows Social practices , rituals and festive events |
3. | Zachariah Day Celebration Social practices , rituals and festive events
4. | The Provision of Services and Social practices , rituals and festive events
Hospitality during the Arbain
visitation
5. | Al-Muhaibis Games Social practices, rituals and festive events
6. | Murabba at Songs Oral Traditions and Expressions , including
language as vehicle of the intangible cultural
heritage
7. | The Palm Tree : Knowledge, Social practices, rituals and festive events
Skills, Traditions and Practices ]
8. | Al-Mudheef Skills related to traditional craftsmanship
9. | Al-Dabkka Performing arts
10. | Al-Chobby Dance Performing arts
11. | Al-Ata aba Oral Traditions and Expressions, including
languages as a vehicle of the Intangible cultural
heritage
12. | Al-Abothia Oral Traditions and Expressions , Including
language as a vechicle of the intangible cultural
heritage
13. | Traditional Craft skills and Arts of | Skills related to traditional craftsmanship
Al-Naoor Industry
14. | Al-Baptizing Social practices, rituals and festive events




15. | Prophet s Birthday Celebrations Social practices, rituals and festive events
16. | Manna Candy Industry Skills related to traditional craftsmanship
17. | Al-Mutanabi Street Visitation Social practices, rituals and festive events
18. | Men and Women Abaya Skills related to traditional craftsmanship
19. | Arabian Coffee Social practices, rituals and festive events
20. | Art of Crafting and playing O ud Skills related to traditional craftsmanship
21. | Art Crafting of Al-Mashhoof Skills related to traditional craftsmanship
22. | Al- Ahazeeg Oral Traditions and Expressions , Including

language as a vehicle of the intangible
cultural heritage

23.

Al-Tuf Al-Husseini Theater

Performing Arts

24.

Ashura a Broth

Social practices, rituals and festive events

25.

Al-Daheena Sweet

Skills related to traditional craftsmanship

26.

Arabic Calligraphy : Skills ,
Knowledge and practices

Skills related to traditional craftsmanship

27,

Skills , Arts and practices
associated with engraving on
metals : (Gold, Silver and Copper)

Skills related to traditional craftsmanship




28.

Skills and knowledge associated
with clay architecture

Skills related to traditional craftsmanship

29.

Yazidi New year's Day

Social practices, rituals and festive events

30.

Engraving on wood

Skills related to traditional craftsmanship

31.

Al-Jawin Industry Craft

Skills related to traditional craftsmanship

32.

Dyeing with Henna

Social practices, rituals and festive events
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The Republic of Iraq
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Antiquities

Cultural Relations Directorate - Intangible Cultural Heritage Department

"Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory List - Henna"'

1 - Element Specifies

1-1

-ltem name.
Henna (in the classical scientific language).

1-2

Other names for the element, if any.

Henna

(in the cities of Baghdad and the governorates of western, eastern
and southern Iraq).

Hennaa

(in the governorates of northern Iraq and the Kurdistan Region)

1-3

The element number on the national list of heritage
elements and the date of its inclusion .

- On December 9, 2021, the national inventory list of the Republic of
Irag was updated, and the element was listed in sequence No. (32)

1-4

The areas of intangible cultural heritage to which the element
is included and defined in the 2003 Convention for the
Preservation and Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage.

-Oral traditions and expressions

-The arts and traditions of performing performances

-Social practices, rituals and ceremonies

-Knowledge and practices relating to the nature of the universe
Skills related to traditional craftsmanship

1-5

Geographical location of the Element

The arts, skills, practices, and rituals associated with the element of
henna are spread throughout Irag, and are mainly based in areas
where henna growers in particular, in wet and dry areas in the cities
of southern Iraq, where they spread sporadically and limitedly in the
cities of Nasiriyah and Maysan, as for the city of The border Basra,
where the cultivation of the element spreads more widely, and is
considered the center of the production of the element in Iraq,
especially the cities (Al-Faw, Al-Haritha) of the Basra Governorate.

1-6

Communities, groups and individuals concerned and
carriers of the element .

- Campaign and practitioners of the element from all components of
Iragi society, including women, men and children

- Farmers.

- Owners of agricultural land.

Agricultural engineers.

- Dealers of agricultural materials marketing the element.

Owners of perfumery and herbalist stores.




- Governmental institutions affiliated to the agricultural sector.
Students of faculties of agriculture in Iragi universities.
Agricultural centers and scientific research.

Scientific researchers.

Civil society organizations concerned with heritage.

- Students and pioneers of the arts concerned with engraving.
- Workers in the field of medicine and herbal medicine.
Beauty and cosmetics centers for both sexes.

- Workers in the field of leather tanning.

2 - Description of the item

Henna carries a special spirituality and sanctity in the life of the Iraqgi society because
of its blessed qualities, as it had an important mention in the honorable biography of
the Prophet and the hadiths of the Messenger of Muslims, Muhammad, may God'’s
prayers and peace be upon him. In the culture, heritage and literature of the Arab
nations, poets and writers have sung it for a long time in their various poems,
manuscripts and literary productions. As for the Arab folk heritage, henna has been
an important focus of many traditions, beliefs and social rituals and a symbol on
many occasions with their various causes, we see it present in Joy, sadness,
spinning, bragging, beautification and treatment.

The cultivation of the henna plant is widespread in the wet and dry areas of Iraq,
especially in the southern cities and governorates, perhaps the most famous of which
is the city of Basra. It is harvested when it reaches the stage of maturity at a height of
up to 20 cm from the surface of the earth, and that the methods of preparing it are by
cutting the leaves manually by the farmers, and the process is called (cutting the
leaves), and then they are placed in regular bags and kept in places designated for
the purpose of Drying for five days away from the effect of sunlight, because the
henna leaves do not bear high temperatures, and then they are transferred to special
mills to turn into a fine powder (powder), and then they are packaged by bags made
of linen cloth to preserve them, and then marketed To the perfumery shops in the
local markets

It is reported that the henna tree is also planted in some homes in those areas,
where its residents grind quantities of its leaves using a hollow metal machine called
(mortar), which is one of the traditional household methods used in order to convert it
into a powder material that can be used later in a container and an amount of water
is added to it. and lemon juice, then knead by hand, and leave for a while until ready
to use. There are many types of henna, including (baladi henna, Shami henna,
Baghdadi henna, prickly henna) and their colors vary between different degrees,
including the color (brown, black, green, green, yellow

Henna is called the plant of paradise among the Arabs in the past, and we find it
present throughout history in various human civilizations in Babylonian and Assyrian
Iraq and in the lives of other Arab societies. Including: headache by applying henna
paste on the forehead, treating human skin damage such as fungi and burns, by
placing it under the feet and relieving burn pain, and the amount of water lost in the
burn area, by placing a layer of henna on the affected skin layer, in addition To its
effectiveness in the treatment and alleviation of some types of cancer and the
treatment of venereal diseases. Among the well-known benefits of henna is also to
stop the bleeding, by placing a layer of henna on the affected area, and it also works




to strengthen the skin, gums and the cohesion of the teeth by rinsing the veins of the
boiled and soaked henna plant. In addition to its many benefits for hair, it is known for
its ability to naturally intensify, nourish, strengthen and prevent hair loss, in addition
to coloring hair naturally and hiding gray hair. And treatment of split ends of hair,
because they contain natural nutrients. Nourishing hair and increasing its density and
length.

Henna is also associated with many customs, rituals, practices and arts practiced by
most members of Iragi society, women, men and children inherited from parents and
grandparents. By placing the henna paste mixed with lemon, sugar and water in a
special conical mold and then engraving it on some areas of the body in the form of
drawings, engravings and various artistic forms or writing phrases that are loved by
the person to decorate them on various social occasions and holidays.

It is also used in marriage rituals, especially in (the night of henna), which is usually
held on Wednesday, which is the day before the wedding ceremony for the man and
the woman. A large tray is erected with camphor candles with Elias plant and henna
cups. The grandmother (the midwife) who gave birth to the mother of the bride
begins to put henna on the bride’s hand and feet between ululating, singing and the
sounds of tambourines. And the hands of the invited guests, and the attendees
present some money in the bowl of water, as a contribution to their joy, and that
money is the share of the midwife. The bride’s family sends the henna tray to the
groom’s house, and even the white handkerchiefs with which the hand is tied, after
putting the henna on it, then the midwife goes to the groom’s house until she puts the
henna on the Finger of the groom and the groom's companions, then everyone eats
dinner in the bride's house. The use of henna is accompanied by the practice of
many folk songs, songs and dances by men, women and children.

The henna is placed on the tips of the bride’s fingers, on each finger where a thin
thread is wrapped so that the henna does not exceed it. They are called thimbles (an
Iragi name for the piece that covers the upper part of the index finger of the hand),
then put in the palm of her hand (a gold lira) or (rupees) and put the henna on The
palm of the hand to cover the cash denomination, and when the henna dries and is
washed the next morning, a white twirl appears in the palm of the bride's hand. As for
the henna of the foot, it is by tying a cotton thread in the big toe and passing it in front
of the toes, where it is wrapped around the little toe, then pulled to the back of the
heel to go back around the big toe again. The style of the henna for the invited differs
according to different ages. The henna of the little ones is like the Eid henna (sajjen),
while the henna of the young women is in the style of (Al-Bairaq), and some of them
call it (Shamer Abtah), and it is summarized by putting henna on the palm from the
bottom of the thumb to the bottom of the pinky (little finger), and some young women
They put henna on their hands, as they use pieces of dough to make some
inscriptions on their palms. As for the elderly women, they must contribute to the joy,
so each of them bends the pinky (little) finger only. To this day, these rituals continue
in Iragi social occasions and are passed down from generation to generation.

There are other rituals in which it is still practiced to put henna on the palms before
the date of this joy in Iraq, which is the day before the day of (children’s
circumcision). Weddings and Tarab gatherings, each according to his financial
capabilities. Some of them establish the al-Baghdadi chalgi (a type of Iragi musical
heritage), and some of them establish the duma (a type of narration and tales about
the history of the ancient city) or the so-called al-Safka (a type of Baghdadi folklore),
and the people of Baghdad were famous Baghdad, in the old days, with these
practices in which the rich reside the nights and bring the great reciters of the
Baghdadi shrine, and henna nights are still held before the day of circumcision in
Baghdad and the rest of the provinces of Iraq even at the present time.




Rituals and customs associated with henna are also practiced on the occasion of Eid
al-Fitr or Eid al-Adha, where henna is kneaded before the night of Eid, and sufficient
pieces of old clothes are prepared to tighten the hands of their children after applying
henna, as the family gathers around the grandmother, mother and older sister who
put henna on the hands of the young Boys and girls, tied with a piece of cloth and
asked to keep it (infallible) that is, closed until the morning, when the mother washes
the hands of her children, and their palms appear embossed, and this is what is
called Sajajen (an Iraqgi heritage designation).

There are some local customs and beliefs associated with henna, including: that the
bride throws the paste “henna” on the ceiling of the marital room, and that the
“henna” is stuck to the ceiling of the room, and if it is stuck, the popular belief among
Baghdadis says that the bride will find happiness in the marital home. In another
Baghdadi belief, he says: The darker the color of the henna, the greater the
husband's love.

It is also associated with the craft of tanning animal skins and wool and converting
them into various requirements such as clothes or furnishings that are used by
communities in the cities and the desert.

Finally... Henna is associated with various types of folklore and folklore shows, so
exhibitors use it for decoration on social and religious occasions because it
constitutes a spiritual factor that sends a kind of joy and blessing in the hearts of
those present. In addition to its use in spiritual vows and social beliefs as a blessed
plant that brings good luck to its bearer.

3- item Vitality Level

Very hight
mm Hight

|:| Average

Low
Very low

4 - Element Functions

1 - Itis used in cosmetics and adornment matters for women, men and children.

2 - Uses medical matters, treatment and medication from many side effects that
affect humans.

3 - Itis used in the tanning of natural animal skins.

4 - It is used in festive rituals and social occasions, such as weddings and children's
cleansing parties.

5- Itis used in some fields of arts, drawing and engraving.

5 = Language used to transfer the item

The language of the colloquial societies circulating among them.




6- Are there any threats that hinder and threaten the sustainability of
the element and the preservation of its vitality?
both

Il NO
[ 1 Yes, if the answer is yes, it needs clarification.

7- Availability of photos and audio and video materials to document
the item and prepare the inventory list.

B  rhoto material

] Videos

8 - Responsible entity, government department, institution

The Intangible Cultural Heritage Department / Cultural Relations Directorate /
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Antiquities
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