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Section Name and No. : Customs and Traditions - Section No. 8

l. Defining thé intangible cultural héritage élément

Name of thé élément as used:

2.29 Henna and its uses in thé past

Reçu CLT/LHE

Le 3 0 MARS 2023

Short and useful title of thé intangible cultural héritage élément (Including

domain(s) of cultural héritage manifested by thé élément):

Uses of thé henna plant

Practitioners and groups concerned-

Men and women, especially brides

Geographical location and range of thé élément:

Ail governorates and provinces in thé Sultanate of Oman

Brief description of thé élément:

Henna was used in thé past to dye clothes. It was also applied on thé scalp

if someone experienced a headache. It was typically used by women,

especiafly brides, as a form ofadornment in weddings and religious holidays.

It is customary to apply several patterns of henna designs on thé hands.

Thèse patterns include thé ghamsa and thé qassa. Even though thèse

patterns are still commonly used by women, new patterns hâve also

emerged, ail of which are carried out by women and their beautiful fingers.

2. Features of thé Elément:

. Concerned practitioners and performers of thé intangible cultural héritage

élément (including name, gender, occupational category, etc. ):

Women, especially brides, on spécial occasions such as weddings

and holidays.

- People suffering from headaches (both men and women).

Men in thé past used it for dyeing their clothes.



• Other participants whose work relates to the element: 

• The language (s) used (in the element): 

I Arabic. 

• Tangible elements associated with the practice of the element and its 

transmission, such as: instruments, equipment, costumes, spaces, and ritual 

tools (if any): 

I Clothes to be dyed. 

• Other intangible elements related to the practice and transmission of the 

element in question (if any): 

I None 

• Customary practices governing access to the element or any of its specific 

aspects: 

I None 

• Modes of transmitting the element to others within the group: 

It is transmitted from one generation to the next or through direct instruction 

provided by the elderly and parents to their children, and through books 

about Omani customs and traditions. 

• Concerned organizations if any (associations/civil society organizations, 

etc.): 

Omani media and encyclopaedias, festivals (Muscat Festival, Salalah 

Autumn Festival, etc.), Omani women's associations, and the Ministry of 

Heritage and Culture. 



3. Status of the element: its viability and sustainability 

• Threats to the practicing of the element in the context of the relevant 

community/ groups concerned: 

Nowadays, henna is mainly used as women's adornment (pattern designs), 

a hair dye, and sometimes as a medicinal treatment to relieve headaches. 

It is no longer used for dyeing clothes. 

4. Data: restrictions, and private permissions (collectively and access) 

• Group / community approval and involvement in data collection: 

I Not applicable 

• Restrictions on data access and use: 

I Not applicable 

• Experts and narrators (their names, position, and affiliation): 

I Not applicable 

• Dates and locations of data collection: 

1 021os12013 

5. Sources of information about the element (if any) 

• Literature: books, articles, and others: 

I None 

• Audio-visual materials, records etc. in archives, museums, and private 

collections (if any): 

j None 

• Documentary materials and tools in archives, museums and private 

collections (if any): 

J None 



6. Data about the inventory process 

• The person(s) who performed the classification and collection: 

I Asila Ali Al Zari 

• Evidence of the consent of communities and groups concerned to the (a) 

inclusion of the element in an inventory (b) the provision of information for 

the inventory: 

• Date the information was entered into the inventory: 

1 021os12013 

• Pictures 

' 
Date created: 

Date modified: 

Username: 

Record: 
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