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1. Defining the intangible cultural heritage element

e Name of the element as used:

Henna

e Other name:

e Short and useful title of the intangible cultural heritage element (Including

domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element):

The skill of henna in the city of Seiyun is an element of the “Dadi” cultural

heritage related to the social practices, rituals, and celebrations.

e Practitioners and groups concerned:

The group that practices the henna element is called al-Muhaniyyat or al-

Mungashat, (henna designers) and singularly as Zina or al-Mungashah.

e Geographical location and range of the intangible cultural heritage element:

Henna in Seiyun, Hadramout, Yemen

e Brief description:

To prepare the henna paste, the hennaya mixes an amount of henna with
water, and leaves the mixture to ferment all night until the morning. After that,
the mixture is placed in plastic bags containing sedition (mahlabiya) and other

materials such as lemon and soft drinks, in order to add color to the henna. A

bag in the form of a triangle. tied with an oblique ribbon, with a small hole at




the bottom is used in the engraving process. Women are engraved with
henna on social occasions, and the bride and groom are engraved with henna
at weddings and Eid celebrations. Henna is used for all family members
notably women of all ages. Henna practitioners receive financial income in
exchange for their services, and this income increases when they engrave the

bride on the henna night, which is characterized by singing and chanting.

2. Features of the Element:
e Concerned practitioners and performers of the intangible cultural heritage

element (including name, gender, occupational category, etc.):

Henna knocker and Mhanniya . Mazna Karama. 4( years old

e Other participants whose work relates to the element and contributes to
sustaining its practice or facilitates the performance and transmission of the
element (including those who attend a performance or those who are

responsible for training, supervision or sponsorships):

Other practitioners concerned with the henna element. They don’t directly
practice it but contribute to sustain its practice such as facilitating its practice
and transmission, for instance those who prepare the venue or stage for a
performance or the costumes, or those who undertake training, supervision, or
sponsorship tasks. Also, Henna farmers who cuts henna leaves from trees,
meld it, grind it and pack it in bags as well as the related wholesalers and

retailers.

e The language (s) used (in the element):

The Arabic language, the Seyouni dialect.




e Tangible elements associated with the practice of the element and its
transmission, such as: instruments, equipment, costumes, spaces, and ritual

tools (if any):

Dish, spoon, plastic bags, tape, and scissors to form plastic bags, lemon and

soft drinks.

e Other intangible elements related to the practice and transmission of the

element in question (if any):

Marriage songs, the voice of henna.

e Customary practices governing access to the element or any of its specific

aspects.

The consent of the guardian of the Hannaya woman who is in charge of

engraving women of all ages with henna.

e Modes of transmitting the element to others within the group:

— Learning from older experienced women

— training courses.

e Concerned organizations if any (associations/civil society organizations, etc.):

Yemeni Women's Union, women's associations

3. Status of the element: its viability and sustainability
e Threats to the practicing of the element in the context of the relevant community

| groups concerned:

The emergence of the ready—made prints and Indian and Chinese henna and

the readymade hair color.




4. Data: restrictions, and private permissions (collectively and access)

e Group / community approval and involvement in data collection:

Voice approval

e Restrictions on data access and use

N/A

e Experts and narrators (their names, position, and affiliation):

Mazna Karama, Muzna

e Dates and locations of data collection:

1/9/2022 Seiyun

5. Sources of information about the element (if any)
e Literature: books, articles, and others:

N/A

e Audio-visual materials, records etc. in archives, museums, and private
collections (if any):
N/A

e Documentary materials and tools in archives, museums and private collections

(if any):

N/A

6. Data about the inventory process

e The person(s) who performed the classification and collection

— Ahmed Abdullah Saeed bin Dwais, a trainee in the Preservation of

Cultural Heritage course in Ghanna El Dadi.




e Date the information was entered into the inventory:

1 September 2022

e Pictures:

Date created: 2022.
Date modified:

Username:
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